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Introduction

Welcome to the 2024 (36th) Argyll Bird Report and thank you to everyone who kindly contributed
to nearly 79,000 records over the year, making this report possible. Vitsp28ies recorded
during the year across Argyll, 2024 was an average year, not reaching the record number of
species recorded in 2022 diodir fewer species than 2023.

As with many other sparsely populated areas of Scotland, vast parts of the county are not
frequently visited compared to say Central Scotland, which means some observations may go
undetected. The area offers opportunities for new discoveries, preseptisigj\ze challenge and
interest for any keen birder. (The gikart below provides details of the geographical distribution

of the records within the Argyll recording area and should be considered when reading the species
accounts). The increase in recofdsm areas with fewer previous records, such as Coll and
Cowal, is noted, but records from Jura remain low.
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2024 saw an unprecedented influx of Great Shearwaters from late August until early November,
along with record numbers of Great White Egrets and Hobbies. One new species for Argyll, Pallid
Swift, was found on Islay in November, and to the credit of alblwed, the record has been
accepted by BBRC. Another potential new spe
is still under consideration by the BBRC. Notably, very low numbers of Glaucous and Iceland
Gulls were reported, and we speculate issiabg linked to Bird Flu (HPAI).

Several rare species and spgecies were only recorded only once during 2024: -Getied
Brant (1st for Argyll), Reebr east ed Goose, Toddodés Canada
Argyll), Lesser Scaup*, Nightjar, Pallid Swift (1st for Argyll), Coot, Biffeasted Sandpiper,
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Spotted Redshank, Sabi n eies TeGt (bth for Algydl)nBalpagiac t e 6
Shearwater, Glossy lbis, Cattle Egret, Goshawk,-&ser, Green Woodpecker, Lesser Grey
Shrike* (5th for Argyll), Shodt oed Lar k ( 4t h fdoMarbléri(dthyor Argyll), Bl
Reed Warbler, Barred Warbler, Rosy Starling, fRegasted Flycatcher and Yellow Wagtail. (*
records still subject to acceptance). Conversely, a few annual eameaal species usually noted

were not recorded in 2024 e.g. Tuad Taiga Bean Goose, Redcked Grebe, Hondyuzzard,
Spotted Crake, Common Crane, Letaged Skua, Ringilled Gull and Hawfinch.

The systematic list follows the latest Scottish List (BOU/IOC 2021). For simplicity, common or
vernacular species names are used in this report, as they are the terms most birdwatchers in Argyl
are familiar with. Details of where to find species withia ttew ordering of the list can be found

in the contents list.

In 2024, the first confirmed breeding record of Hobby in Argyll was noted in Kintyre, with the
presence of a fledged juvenile in August at a date before dispersal takes place. It is also good tc
report stable populations of Corncrake and-Redked Phalages, two of our rare but important
breeding species. However, the declining trend of roding/breeding Woodcock continues, with no
birds reported on Colonsay, where they have been present for over a century.

2024 marks the first inclusion of records from Trektellen; these valuable contributions from the
Migration Count website are welcomed. This year, eBird provided the largest source of records,
followed closely by BirdTrack (see phart below). However, oerds submitted through the

ABC recording spreadsheet, from RSPB staff, and from structured surveys such as WeBs and
BBS remain particularly valuable.
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Including evidence of breeding whenever possible is always helpful, though only about 1% of
records between 1 May and 31 July noted breeding status. The usefulness of some records i
limited by lack of precise location data, with almost 25% of record@énbiding the number of

birds, merely noting their presence. (A further 27% of records indicate a single bird at a location,
which may reflect an undaount of those present). While such records have some value in
recording species range, observers aoearaged to provide precise locations and counts, which
are more beneficial for conservation as they enable better tracking of abundance.

With the next bird atlas likely on the horizon, we have retained changes to the species texts.
Species monitored by the Rare Breeding Birds Panel (RBBP) are now identified in the species
headers.

We also wish to thank the BTO Regional Representatives (Ewan Miles, Nigel Scriven & David
Wood) for sourcing results from the 40 Breeding Bird Survey transects completed in Argyll in
2024. The increase in monitored sites (from 34 in 2023) is welcomedyeutidank all survey
participants. These records have allowed highlights from the BBS to be included, providing an
indication of the occurrence and changes in common birds (particularly passerines) from a
structured survey. We also thank all RSPB staff thaseArgyll for their work and contribution

of records, helping to provide a comprehens

For those interested in becoming more involved with recording and surveying birds in Argyll, the
best points of contact are Jim Dickson and Malcolm Chattwood for general bird sightings, and
BTO regional representatives listed on page 3 for surveys of ibgedirds, uplands, and
wetlands.

David Jardine, Jim Dickson & Malcolm Chattwood
Editorial Team
February 2025



Bird Recording in Argyll

Submitting your bird records

The Argyll bird recorders maintain the Argyll bird database on behalf of the Scottish
Ornithologistsdé Club and the Argyl|l Bird CI
60,000 records per year. We welcome all bird records, however pleas# tbekguidance sheet

on the Argyll Bird Club website und&ird Recording’ Argyll Bird Club which gives threshold
guidelines on what to report. The recorders are happy to input casual reports, however when large!
volumes of records are submitted, we recommend that these are Eroelispread sheet format
compatible with the Argyll bird database. We can send you a template or for regular record
providers we can send an automated input form. Pleaseaeéicorder@outlook.cofar more
details. Records sent to the BTOb6s BirdTrac
as records sent to Birdguides and eBird.

Rare birds

Details and photographs of all rare bird sightings should be sent in (preferably emailed) as soon
as possible after the sightingdon Dickson, 11 Pipers Road, Cairnbadmochgilphead, Argyll

PA31 8UF. Tel: 01546 603967-Rail: Argyllbirder@outlook.com Please use the standard
reporting form (available from Jim). These will be judged locally by the Argyll Bird Records
Committee (ABRC) whose members are listed o3, ment on to theéScottish BirdsRecords
Committee (SBRC), or passed to British BirdsRarities Committee (BBRC), depending on the
species/level of rarity.

The list below, made up of the ABRC list of Argyll rarities and the SBRC list of Scottish rarities
(those marked #), details rare species whose occurrence in Argyll needs to be fully documented
i.e. details of the circumstances surrounding the sighting and a detailed description of the bird and
if possible, photographs and field notes.

Records of rarities in the systematic list are accompanied by the names of the observers, starting
with the finder(s)/identifier(s), (or, in the absence of this information, the person who first reported
the bird to the recorder), followed by the obserserho submitted details of the record, if
different.

Species for which descriptions are required by the Argyll BRC and the Scottish BRC (#). A full
list of BBRC species can be foundhétbs://www.bbrc.org.uk/main_-information
List updated 1 Jan 262

Black Brant # Surf Scoter (except adult males)
Taiga Bean Goose Smew

Tundra Bean Goose Ruddy Duck

European Whitdronted Goose White-billed Diver
(racealbifrons) Wil sonds Petrel #
Bewi ckds Swan Cory's Shearwater #

Egyptian Goose Great Shearwater

American Wigeon Balearic Shearwater
Greenwinged Teal Great Cormorant (racgnensi3
Garganey (lone females/juveniles) Eurasian Bittern

Redcrested Pochard Night-heron #

Ring-necked Duck Cattle Egret #


https://argyllbirdclub.org/bird-recording/
mailto:abcrecorder@outlook.com
mailto:Argyllbirder@outlook.com
https://www.bbrc.org.uk/main-information

Great White Egret

Purple Heron #

White Stork

Glossy lbis

Eurasian Spoonbill
Rednecked Grebe
Black-necked Grebe
Honeybuzzard

Black Kite #

Montagu's Harrier #
Goshawk

Roughlegged Buzzard
Redfooted Falcon #

Hobby

Spotted Crake

Common Crane

Avocet

Black-winged Stilt #

Stone Curlew #

Little Ringed Plover
American Golden Plover
Black-tailed Godwit (continental) #
Temmi nckbés Stint
White-rumped Sandpiper #
Pectoral Sandpiper
Buff-breasted Sandpiper
Lesser Yellowlegs #

Spotted Redshank
Rednecked Phalarope (away from
traditional breeding areas)
Long-tailed Skua (imms only)
Sabine's Gull

Ring-billed Gull
Yellow-legged Gull #
Caspian Gull #

Black Tern

White-winged Black Tern #
Roseate Tern

Little Owl #

Nightjar

Alpine Swift #

European Beeater#
Wryneck

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker #
Redbacked Shrike

Great Grey Shrike

Woodchat Shrike #
Firecrest

Crested Tit

Willow Tit

Marsh Tit#

Bearded Tit

Shorttoed Lark #

Wood Lark #

Shore Lark

Redrumped Swallow #
Cetti's Warbler #
Greenish Warbler #
Pallas's Leaf Warbler
Yellow-browed Warbler
Raddeds Warbler #
Dusky Warbler #

Arctic Warbler #

Barred Warbler

Lesser Whitethroat
Dartford Warbler #
Icterine Warbler
Melodious Warbler #

Bl ythdés Reed Warbler
Marsh Warbler

Reed Warbler
Rosecoloured Starling
Common Nightingale
Bluethroat

Redflanked Bluetail #
Redbreasted Flycatcher
Yellow Wagtail (all races)
Citrine Wagtail #
Richard's Pipit
Olive-backed Pipit

Rock Pipit (Scandinavian ratigoralis)
Water Pipit

European Serin #
Common Redpoll (all races other than
Lesser)

Parrot Crossbhill #
Common Rosefinch
Hawfinch

Cirl Bunting #

Ortolan Bunting #

Little Bunting

Corn Bunting



Sighting Highlights of 2024

~ January ~

nal A e L

Red-breasted Gooséslay © Neil McMahon

Wintering birds from 2023 of note included: an adRED-BREASTED GOOSE until 4 Apr
and twoCACKLING GEESE until 9 Mar onlslayin the Gruinart area, BNOW GOOSE at
Miodar Tireeuntil 19 Feb, amMERICAN WIGEON at Loch Gormislay again on 17 Jan and
single juyGLAUCOUS GULLS onlslayuntil 29 May and ofireeuntil 17 Mar. ASPOTTED
REDSHANK was at Loch Gruinatslayon 1 Jan. RED KITE flew over Lephenstratiintyre
on 3 Jan. A juMCELAND GULL was at the Holy LoclCowal on 49 Jan and a juv was at
Sorobaidh BayTireeon 20 Jan. AVAXWING was at FordMid-Argyll on 4 Jan and six were
noted on Kerrerid-Argyll on 29 Jan. SingIMEDITERRANEAN GULLS were noted at
SalenMull on 9 Jan and nr Otter Fer§owalon 12 Jan. A EACH®& S P was RtEdch
SpelveMull on 13 Jan. A mal8URF& two VELVET SCOTERS were noted with other scoters
at Sound of Gigh&intyre on 10 Jan. A mal&6REEN-WINGED TEAL was at Loch Gruinart
Islayon 18 JanGREAT CRESTED GREBE nos peaked at five in Loch Lor@@pwalon 18 Jan.
A RED KITE was noted nr Craignidiiid-Argyll on 25 Jan and two at Rest & Be ThankGalwal
on 27 Jan. A 3cLITTLE GULL was at Sorobaidh Bayiree on 26 Jan. A mal®kING-
NECKED DUCK presumed returning bird from previous winter, was at Glen LofidrArgyll
on 27 Jan. ALITTLE AUK off Port Ann, flew up Loch Fyndlid-Argyll and aLAPLAND
BUNTING was noted at Sluffiireebothon 29 Jan.
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~ February ~

éT od dcmlsada GooseKmtyre@ Tom Lowe

The maleRING -NECKED DUCK was refound at GlenfeochaMlid-Argyll on 37 Feb and seen

again later in Mar. AAPLAND BUNTING was atKillinallan Islayon 6 Feb. Thre&GREEN
SANDPIPER were at Linndhu, nr Tobermoriull o n 18 RUSBS.SIT AN® -WHI T
FRONTED GOOSE was atLoch Gruinartlslay on 21 Feb & again on 8 Mar. A presumed
ret urrrOiDD® S& CA N A Dvlas &EagD8dehrihanisKintyreon 27Feh

~ March ~

An adultLITTLE GULL was at_och BhasapaTireebetween 428 Mar, also a 2cy was at Loch

na KealMull on 1521 and another 2cy there 24 MArpresumedd GREBYEL LI ED& BRAN
GOOSE was atVaul Tireebetween 27 Mar. A maleGREEN-WINGED TEAL wasatLoch

lliter, Luing Mid-Argyll on 11 Mar. SIWAXWING were atArdrishaigMid-Argyll on 22 Mar.

An adultGOSHAWK was onLuing Mid-Argyll on 19 MarA STOCK DOVE was atGruline

Mull on21 Mar. ARED KITE was on Seil IsMid-Argyll on 31 Mar.

~ April ~
A STOCK DOVE was at ArdtuNorth Argyllon 1 Apr. AHOOPOE was at Arinagou€oll on
2 Apr. ThreeDOTTEREL were on KerreraMid-Argyll on 20 Apr. A femAMERICAN
WIGEON was at the Add Estuaiid-Argyll on 56 Apr. ARED KITE was nr Tobermornull
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Dotterel Mid-Argyll © Ann McGregor

on 6 Apr. A femMARSH HARRIER flew over BalephuiTireeon 9 Apr. ALITTLE AUK was
off CaolasTireeon 12 Apr. AGLOSSY IBIS was on LuingMid-Argyll in early Apr (perhaps
present from Mar to late Apr). AVAXWING was at TobermorMull on 15 Apr. A male
GOLDEN ORIOLE was at Fearnoch, TaynuNtid-Argyll on 16 Apr. TwoTREE SPARROW
were at Kinnabusslay on 21 Apr. A femBLACK REDSTART was at BalephuiTireeon 27
Apr. APECTORAL SANDPIPER was on Oronsay;olonsayon 28 Apr. A malésSARGANEY
remained at Bunessafull from 28 Apr-1 May.ThreeDOTTEREL wereon OronsayColonsay
on 29 Apr.
~ May ~

Gull-billed Tern Mull © John Smallman
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Two GARGANEY were at Loch Gruinatslay on 1 May, a male remained to™&nd a male
was at L oTreeoral® M&/hABEEIEATER flew overBalephuilTireeon 3 May. A
WOOD SANDPIPER was atCornabudslay on 67 May, two were at Loch Tulldlorth Argyll
from 15 May and o0 nFEreears9k 3hMay. BHOOROEavas arannichl |
Mull on 8 May. A 2cy malSURF SCOTERwas atCalgary BayMull from 9-29 May. A fem
YELLOW WAGTAIL (flava) was at Balephetrisfiiree on 9 May. SingleGLAUCOUS
GULLS were at Tobermorull on 13 May, at 2cy Loch Bhasapbiree 15 May and in Oban
BayMid-Argyll on 24 May. A 2cy malAMERICAN WIGEON was at Cornabuslaybetween
14-31 May. TwoCURLEW SANDPIPER were at LochdorMull on 16 May. ATURTLE
DOVE was atTarbertJuraon 17 May. AGREAT WHITE EGRET was atthe north end of
Loch SweerMid-Argyll on 16-17 May. A6 RUS S| A N0 -FRONTEDESOOSE was at
BalephetrishTiree on 20 May. SingldRED KITE were at WhitehousKintyre on 20 May & at
The QOalslay on 21 May. SingleeOMARINE SKUA were off ScalasaigColonsayon 23 May
and off E of LismoreNorth Argyllon 30 May. TWoCURLEW SANDPIPER were on Oronsay
Colonsayon 23 May. AWAXWING was atKiloran Colonsayon 24 May. AHOBBY was at
LephenstratiKintyre on 24 May. ATURTLE DOVE was at ConneMid-Argyll on 25 May. A
BLYTHO6 S REED WasRtBdleghRilTireeon 2526 May. A femtype COMMON
ROSEFINCH was at Balephuil Tiree on 26 May. A femtype RED-BREASTED
FLYCATCHER was at BalephuiTireeon 28 May. ALESSER WHITETHROAT was afThe
GlebeTireeon 29 May. An adult malROSY STARLING was inTayinloanKintyre on 2931
May. A femtype COMMON ROSEFINCH was at Gigalum, S Gighidintyre on 31 May. A
GULL -BILLED TERN was atBunessamMull on 31 May-3 Jun.

Red-breasted Flycatcher Tiree© Common RosefinchGigha© Keith Helm
John Bowler

~ June ~

A RED KITE one was at Carsaidid-Argyll on 1 Jun. ALESSER WHITETHROAT was at
BalephuilTireeon 3 Jun. TwWdRING OUZEL were at CruachaNorth Argyllon 4 Jun. Singing
male QUAIL were nrClaonaigKintyre on 6 Jun and at Greenhilliree on 15 & 22 Jun.A
GREAT WHITE EGRET was at South Pier, Gighéntyreon 7 Jun. ALITTLE STINT was
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Great White-Egret Gigha®© Colin James Cross

at An FhaodhaiTireeon 12 Jun. ANIGHTJAR was sound recorded in solkimtyreon 12 Jun.
A RING OUZEL was at Scallastisull on 15 JunAn imm POMARINE SKUA seen fronthe
ObanCraignureMull ferry on 8 Jun & an adult was off Staffaull on 16 Jun. Singl@REE
SPARROWSwere at the Monument, Qslay on 21 Jun, Port Charlottslay on 23 Jun and at
BunessarMull on 26 Jun. AL EACHO S P wasdeé&nat seasouth of Kerreralid-Argyll
on22 Jun. AHOBBY was atLoch na CloicheColl on 25 Jun. A fertype GOLDEN ORIOLE
was nr GrogporKintyreon 27 Jun.

~ July ~

A HOBBY was at Dalvore, Moine Mhavlid-Argyll on 5 Jul. APOMARINE SKUA was off
NW Mull on 8 Jul.A TREE SPARROW was at S Gigh&intyre on 13 Jul.A fem MARSH
HARRIER was at Gruinarslayon 21 & 28 Jul.

~ August ~

SOOTY SHEARWATER saw a good run of records starting with four betwidei & Coll on

6 Aug rising to 140 between SHree & Treshnish Is.Mull by 30 Aug. A BALEARIC
SHEARWATER joined a raft of Manx off Scarinisffiree on 8 Aug. A maleMARSH
HARRIER was at Cornabutslay on 9 Aug. An immPOMARINE SKUA at sea seen from
Tiree-Barra ferry N ofTireeon 14 Aug, also a good count of 88 ORM PETREL . A GREEN
SANDPIPER was at Loch Kinnabus, Oalay on 15 Aug.A MUTE SWAN family with two
6pol i shd mor ph cygnMlid-Argylt 24 Awayii @ce Al juvdHOBBlY vashat Gi |
GlenbarrKintyreon 24 AugA BLACK REDSTART was atknock Mull on 26 Aug.Single 1cy
MEDITERRANEAN GULLS wereat ScallastleMull and at Loch GilpMid-Argyll both on 27

14



Aug. A count of 5,000MANX SHEARWATER off SE of Tiree on 28 Aug.A MARSH
HARRIER was at Loch Gornislayon 28 Aug An influx of GREAT SHEARWATER records
began with 33 SE ofiree & NW Mull 30 Aug.ACORY 8 S S HE A RWIAGI BMRon
Tiree, also off there an adult & imMNMPOMARINE SKUA all on 30 Aug.A GREEN
SANDPIPER was atThe ReefTireeon 30 Aug.

~ September

Grey PhalaropeKintyre © Jo Goudie

GREAT SHEARWATER - two were off HynishTireeon 2 Sep then a gap until next report of
10 off SColl on 30 SepSOOTY SHEARWATER 12 were off HynishTiree on 2 Sep then
higher counts of 67 flew past Hynish on 16 Sep and 50 off Gunna Sdrewlon 30 Sep. A
returning adulB ONA P AR T E 6 Sfror® 20R3, was noted again @armonyMull on 2-4

Sep. ARED KITE was at Easter Ellistdslay on 3 Sep. Two juLITTLE STINT were at
Carnainlslay on 2 increasing to four on 3 Sep. An adUESSER GREY SHRKE was nr
CraignureMull on 7 Sep. SingleESSER WHITETHROAT were atBalephuilTireeon 7-8 &
12-18 Sep and at The Manse, Scarinisteeon 9 Sep. Two fem/2ciMERIC AN GOLDEN
PLOVER were at MiddletorTireeon 9 Sep, both remaining on the island until 22 Sep and one
until 6 Oct. A GREY PHALAROPE was atMachrihanishKintyre on 10 Sep.MANX
SHEARWATER nospeaked a28,350 in 1 hr ofHynishTireeon 10 Sep. An Argyll record site
countof 14LITTLE EGRET together at Kennacralgntyreon 10Sep.A EACH6 S PETRE
wasoff Aird Tireeon 11 Sep. ASHORT-TOED LARK was atCornabudslay on 1614 Sep.

An ICELAND GULL was atSaligolslay on 13 Sep. AMEDITERRANEAN GULL wasat
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Loch GilpMid-Argyll on 14 Sep then two there on 28 Sep. A total oisk ACH6 S PETRE
an immPOMARINE SKUA and twoGREY PHALAROPE passed Hynisfiireeon 14 Sep. A

1lcy BARRED WARBLER wasat Balephuil Tireeon 18 Sep. TwdRED KITE were at Add
EstuaryMid Argyll on 19 Sep. A juBUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER was atRuaig Tireeon

20-26 Sep. ATURTLE DOVE wasatBal ephui | B ay TirkeorL20 Sép. Agjuiv P h |
LITTLE STINT was at Gott Bafireeon 21 Sep. An influx o6REAT WHITE EGRET with

an exceptional courof 13flying NE past Ardnave Poinislay on 20 Sep, then two at Gruinart
Islay on 2B one at LuingMid-Argyll 215, one flew north at Loch LonGowalon 23% and one

was at Seil IsMid-Argyll on 28 Sep. AAPLAND BUNTING f | ew calling over
Tireeon 23 Sep. A small influx of ELLOW -BROWED WARBLERS from first report of one
onTireeon 21 Sep and a total of 13 acr@aseby mid-Oct. One was at Dervaldull on 23 Sep.

A COMMON REED WARBLER was at Balephuiliree on 25 Sep. ARED KITE was at
BrackleyKintyreon 25 Sep. AECTORAL SANDPIPER was at Garvar€olonsayon 29 Sep.

~ October ~

Cattle Egret Tiree© Theo de Clermont

YELLOW -BROWED WARBLER sawa daily peak of % onTiree on3 Oct, three on Kerrera
Mid-Argyll on 5 Oct, one W side of Loch Gruindstayon 7 Oct, onatKilmartin Mid-Argyll on

24 Oct and one Loch Kinnabislayon 25 Oct6 S| BERI ANG C Hsinlds @dfeAoR F
Tiree at Balephuil on 37 and Kilmoaluaig on-§ Oct, and at Kinnabus, The @day on 7 Oct.
SingleGREY PHALAROPE were off Eilean Musdile, Lismoriorth Argyllon 39 and inland

at Torloisk RdViull on 21 OctRED KITE singles were noted from several locations ackbsié

in Oct. Alcy CATTLE EGRET was at The Glebe, Scariniireeon 4 Oct. Aju'SABI NE® S
GULL was off HynishTireeon 5 Oct. AWAMERICAN GOLDEN PLOVER was still present
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onTireeto 6 Oct. ATURTLE DOVE was at Portnahavdslayon 7 Oct. TWaGGREAT WHITE
EGRET were Loch RiddorCowalon 7 Oct and one was at head of Loch Ryta-Argyll/Cowal

on 2829 Oct. An adulRING-NECKEDDUCK wa s at L oTérdeona’610 ®ch joinet |
by a 1cy female on 16 Oct and both stayed until 11 Nov, also an adult male was at Loch Skerrols
Islayon 10- 21 Oct. The firsSNOW BUNTING of the autumn was of one at Orons2glonsay

on 9 Oct. A 1cyRING OUZEL was at BalephuiTireebetween 8.2 Cct. A 1cyLITTLE GULL

was seen from th®lull ferry on 10 Oct and one was off NEoll on 28 Oct. APOMARINE
SKUA was seerfrom the Mull ferry on 10 Oct and one was off NEoll on 30 Oct. The adult
RED-BREASTED GOOSE returned, from last winter, tGruinartislay on 12 Oct.GREAT
SHEARWATER nos increased dramatically, with high counts of 1,000€off on 12 Oct, 600
from the ObarBarra ferry, again off £ollon 14 Oct. ACORY 6 S S HE ARWMANE R
Aird Tiree on 12 Oct. TWoGREAT CRESTED GREBE were at West Loch Tarbert
Kintyre/Mid-Argyll on 14 Oct. TWARED KITE were at Dalvore, Moine Mhdvlid-Argyll on 14
Oct. ACACKLING GOOSE was at Gruinartslayon 16 Oct. ALAPLAND BUNTING was at
Sandaidrlireeon 17 Oct. A mal®OCHARD was at Loch Gorrslayon 19 Oct, then three males
thereon 2430 Oct. Alcy fem LESSER SCAUPwas at Loch Skerrolslay on 2023 Oct. A
RUSSI ANO6 -MRONTEEBE GOOSEwas atLoch Gruinartislayon21 Oct. ACURLEW
SANDPIPER was at Balino&ireeon 23 Oct. ALESSER WHITETHROAT was at Baile Mor,
lonaMull on 25 Oct.

~ November ~

e

Great ShearwaterColl © Jim Dickson

Two VELVET SCOTER were at Salen Baiull on 1-10 Nov. A 3cyMEDITERRANEAN

GULL was at Loch GilgMid-Argyll on2 Nov.SNOW BUNTING nos peaked at 18 at Ardnave

Point Islay on 3 Nov.GREAT SHEARWATER nos increased, with higher counts of 765

betweenColl and Tiree on 2 Noy 600 betweerColl and Tiree on 3 Nov and a peak of 5,700

around Hawes Bank N @oll on 4 Nov.SOOTY SHEARWATER nos peaked aa 300 around

Hawes Bank NColl on 4 Nov. A 1c\LITTLE GULL was off ArinagoutColl on 3 Nov. Single
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6SI BERI ANGO6 C Haere &t Che SIEHEireeon 3 Nov and at Balephdllireeon 911
Nov. Three lateMANX SHEARWATER were at Hawes Bank Coll on 4 Nov. A male
POCHARD was at Campbeltown LocKintyre on 4 Nov. AGREY PHALAROPE was off
Tobermory in the Sound &full on 7 Nov. A juvPALLID SWIFT was at Coullabutslayon 9
Nov. A GREAT WHITE EGRET was at the Add EsMid-Argyll on 9 Nov and then nearby at
Loch Gilp on 12 Nov, also two were at Loch Craignish/B¥ad-Argyll on 19 Nov.BLACK
REDSTART wereat Bowmore Harboufslayi with a male there on@and fem on 10 Nov. The
RING-NECKED DUCK mal e & juv fem r emaTimeetad 11aNov. Lo c
POCHARD nos peakeddivema |l es at LToreedn 15Nov. RROMARINE SKUA
was off MiltonTireeon 11 Nov. Twad RU S S| A N 6 -FROMNTEDESOOSE were at Loch
na Cille, DannaMid-Argyll on 15 Nov. A £y LITTLE GULL was at Bruichladdickslayon 15
16 Nov. ACACKLING GOOSE was at Cornabustslay from 15 Nov. Two maleéGREEN-
WINGED TEAL were at Gruinart floodislay on 18 Nov. TWOVELVET SCOTER were at the
Sound of Gigh&intyre on 18 Nov. SingleRED KITES onMull were at West Ardhu on 2&and
at Dervaig on 23 NovAn adultMEDITERRANEAN GULL was at Loch GilgMid-Argyll on
24 Nov.

~ December ~

Ro s s 0 s KimBye® Sim Dickson

A male POCHARD r e mai ned at Tiree allhmorghdA r&uming mdleRING -
NECKED DUCK from last winterwas at Loch Scammadaléid-Argyll on 1 Dec, then at Loch
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GlenfeocharMid-Argyll on 18 Dec.A GREAT WHITE EGRET was at Loch Kinnabukslay
on3 Dec.AnadutROS S 6 S GMOfSUEd at Glen Lussa, Peninkéntyre on 5 Dec and
remained in XKintyre into 2025. A 1cy/femCOMMON ROSEFINCH was at Lephenstrath
Bridge Kintyre on 813 Dec.A COOT was at Loch RiaghaiTiree on 910 Dec. A juv
GLAUCOUS GULL was at Sorobaidh Bakireeon 10 DecTwo VELVET SCOTER were at
Rhunahaorine Poitintyreon 12 DecA maleGREEN-WINGED TEAL was again at Gruinart
floodslslayon 13 & 30 DecAn adultLITTLE GULL was off InverneillMid-Argyll on 26 Dec.

ABR
ABRC
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BTO
b/3 etc
ca

cf.

clr
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British BirdsRarities Committee
Breeding Birds Survey

British

Symbols and abbreviations
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British Trust for Ornithology
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colour ring
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Machrihanish Seabird Observatory
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Scottish Raptor Monitoring Scheme
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Wetland Bird Survey
Bird ages: seconrdalendar year, third calendar year etc.
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Birds of Conservation Concern.(BoCC 5) was published in British Birds (December220
Vol.114) and the updated species status has been applied to this report.

RED LIST is the highest conservation priority with species needing urgent action.
AMBER LIST is the next most critical group followed by Green (not given here) species that
dondt fall into the Red or Amber category.

Systematic List for 24

The following systematic list includes entries 36 Category A and C species recorded in Argyll
during 2023 ¢f. average 22species during the years 192823). Onenew speciefPallid Swift)
wasadded to the list in 2@2with anothef R o s s 0 sstill Graler soas)deration by the BBRC
and would takehe Argyll list to 37 speciesf accepted.

Al l records are |isted where 20 reports or
for description rarities accepted by rare bird committees (ABRC, SBRC, BBRC).

The species sequence, vernacular and scientific names have now been changed to follow the late:
Scaottish List (BOU/IOC v10.2, 2021) as provided on the current SOC website.

BRENT GOOSE Branta bernicla

AMBER LIST A passage migrant, in varying numbers, few remain in winter. Most birds seen
in Argyll are of thePale-bellied race B. b. hrotaBirds of theDark-bellied race B. b. bernicla
have occurred, mainly on Islay and Tiree, with less than 20 records. There has been one record
of the Black Brant B. b. nigricanson Islay in winter 1989/90.

OPAIBEELLI EDO BRENTB.bGH®S E

Winter/spring Reports from all areas exce@dll/Mid-Argyll/North Argyll). During JarMar

most reports frontslay where max. of 34 at Loch Indaal on 5 Jan, elsewhere 5 agehsipath
Kintyreon 1 Jan, singles at the Holy Lo€owalon 10612 Feb, orMull at Fidden on 2 Feb and
lona on 19 Mar and odura 17 were at Glas Eilean on 3 Mar and 35 at Craighouse on 27 Mar.
On 3 Apr 7 were still present at Glas Eilearra and 15 remained at Loch Inddslay until 16

Apr. During spring passage 17 at Gott Bageeon 7 Apr, with 26 there on 19 Apr. On 20 Apr,

35 >N at Port MoColonsy and 49 were (at 2 sites) diree. Elsewhergl-2 birds between 21

Apr and 13 May when the last single was at Loch Intiday.

Autumn/winter Reports from Iglay/Kintyre/Mid-Argyll/Mull/Tiree). First arrivals were early
with 3 at Loch Gruinartslay on 23 Aug and 13 there on 24 Aug. Main passage through Argyll
was on 910 Sep when 254 were at Loch Gruingthy,and 74 >S Fr elslaydnman 6
10 SepThereafter numbers lower but some remaining at Bridgend Merse, Loch Istigaintil

year end with 71 on 4 Nov and 24 on 24 Dec. Notable sightings elsewhere, 7 at Machrihanish
SBO Kintyre on 7 Sep, 15 at Caliach Rtull on 9 Sep, 8 at Hynisfiiree on 26 Sep and 5 at
Minard, Loch FynéMid-Argyll on 21 Oct. Otherwise counts o1
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O0Pableel | ed o Blslaq(Dctobe@eDav ®insley

O0GREBVEL LI EDO6 B(Rantsd Berniclaspp?)

This form has been proposed, although no formal subspecies description has been made as yet,
for a population of birds breeding investerntentral Arctic Canada (mainly Melville Island),

and wintering on Puget Sound on the American west coast around the U.S./Canada border.
These birds are intermediate in appearance betw8ck Brant B. b. nigricansand Pale-

bellied Brent B. b. hrota having brown upperparts and grey underparts which give less of a
contrast with the white flank patch. It has also been proposed that, rather than being a separate
subspecies, it is actually a result of interbreeding between these two forms, given kat th
population exhibits mixed characters.

Winter/spring Afirstwi nt er (2cy) was tentativel ylireedent
on 910 Mar & Ruaig on 11 Mar [J. Dickson]. Likely the same bird had been seen in these areas
with a similarly plumaged bird between 16 Oct 2023 & 31 Mar [J. Bowler, D. Datimy.type

is not currently assessed by the BBRC.

RED-BREASTED GOOSE* Branta ruficollis

Avagrant. Three records. All adults on Islay with first one seen on 27th Oct 2001, another adult
on from Oct 2012 into Apr 2013 and another from 5 Oct 2021 remained to 22 Mar 2022
Winter/spring Returning adult (first noted 2021) in the Loch Gruinart asésy from 2023 to 4
Apr.

Autumn/winter Returning adult in the Loch Gruinart arkstay from 11 Oct to year end [T. de
Clermontet al]. Record was accepted by the BBRC as a returning bird.

CANADA GOOSE Branta canadensis
The resident population on Colonsay was introduced in 1934. Regular breeding has taken place
since 1992 in MidArgyll in increasing numbers, with increasingly frequent breeding attempts
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elsewhere. A transatlantic origin seems probable for at least some of the mesized and
small individuals seen in winter goose flocks on Islay and Tiree.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas. Max. counts received of 330 at Dukidid\rgyll on 24
Jan, 240 at the Holy LocBowalon 12 Feb, 210 at Toberonoghwing Mid-Argyll on 22 Feb,
161 at GorsteMull on 8 Mar, 150 at Ardnaclach, Apphtorth Argyllon 7 Jan & 10 Feb, 124 at
Ardentallen PMid-Argyll on 15 Jan and 104 on GigKantyre on 2 Mar. Elsewhere, counts inc.,
78 onColonsayon 12 Jan, 31 at Feolin Fdaraon 23 May, 8 at KenovaYireeon 19 Apr and a
pair onColl.

Summer/breedingNoted on 17.5% of BBS transects (7/460. 1% in 2023)Most breeding
reports fromMid-Argyll at 4+ sites, inc. 20 ads with 43 yng at Danna/Loch na Cille on 26 May
andca. 15 prs Crinan Moss. Breeding or prs also noted fréolpnsaywith 18 broods totalling
74 young in May and Jun and at siteduma (1), Kintyre (2) andMull (3). Two broods were noted
on the Treshnish Idviull. First broods noted at East Loch Fati@lonsayon 30 Apr, Scallastle
Mull on 7 May and Port na Luin@oll on 9May. 185 noted at Lussa Lo&intyre on 21 Jul.
Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excefd]l). Max. area counts received of 138 at Garvard
Colonsayon 27 Nov, 250 at Mid Ardyn€owalon 27 Nov, 6 at Loch Indaddlayon 25 Octi 7
Nov, 50+ at the Laggalintyre on 18 Nov, 410 at the Barsloisnobtid-Argyll on 24 Nov, 200

at GorsterMull on 16 Nov, 320 at Loch LaidNorth Argyllon 13 Aug and 10 at Ruaifjreeon

20 Aug.

TODDGO6S CANADA B&acSigerior

A rare visitor. Todddés Canada B. c¢. interio
breeds NE Canada from Hudson Bay to Baffin Island and NW Greenland wintering in SE
USA. There is however some overlap in breeding ranges with other Canadaayplesgariability

in size and plumage of races, therefore separation is not always possible.

Winter/spring In Kintyre a returning bird, first noted in Dec 2022 and previously accepted by the
BBRC, was again in the Laggan/Machrihanish airfield area N of Campbeltown on 27 Feb [T.
Lowe].

BARNACLE GOOSE Branta leucopsis

AMBER LIST Approximately two thirds of the Greenland population winter in Argyll, mostly
on Islay with smaller numbers elsewhere. Coll, Colonsay, Islay, and Tiree are sites of
international importance for wintering birds of the Greenland population of this speciefevi
birds occasionally summer and a few introduced birds have bred on the Rinns of Islay.
Winter/spring Reports from all areas excepu(a/North Argyl). Max. Argyll total count (per
NatureScot / International goose counts) of 37,141 in ®faB§,218 in 2023). Max. area counts
of 27,648 orislayon 1213 Mar, 5,944 oifireeon 26 & 28 Mar, 1,407 o@oll on 15 Feb, 2,248
on Oronsay & olonsayon 12 Mar and itMid-Argyll, 548 at Danna on 9 Mar. Elsewhere, 130 at
Toberonochy, LuingVid-Argyll on 16 Mar and 259 on londull on 19 Mar. Most birds had
departed by mieApr.

Breeding/summerA small number (35) were reported fromQoll/Colonsay/Islay/Mull/North
Argyll/Tiree) through until the end of Jun.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas exceftdwal/Jura/North Argyll. First arrivals on 17 Sep
of 2 at RSPB Loch Gruinart and 5 at Eallabus (Helhy) and 2 at Ruaidiree NatureScot /
International Goose Count Argyll totals for Dec not fully received. Max. counts of 29,88gn
on 2627 Nov, 5,739 oireeon 1611 Dec ¢f. 4,698 in 2023), 6,000 on Orons@plonsayon
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15 Oct and 300 at Port na Luill on 13 Dec. Elsewhere, ddull 99 on lona and 150 at Gribun
on 25 Oct, and iMid-Argyll 372 on Luing on 5 Dec and 295 at Danna on 4 Dec.

Cackling Geesdwith Barnacle)slay January © Max Hellicar

CACKLING GOOSE* Branta hutchingi

A rare visitor. A transatlantic origin seems probable for most of these hutchinsii birds being
from the Canadian High Arctic. The first accepted Argyll record was in 1984 and many
subsequent records are still under consideration by the BBRC.

Winter/spring Onlslay 2 were at RSPB Loch Gruinart, Bridgend & Ballygrant orl®4Jan and

9 Mar. [D. Beadle, M. Hellicar, J. Morrist al]. Presumed same 2 that were last seen at Coull
Farm on 24 Oct 2023.

Autumn/winter A small dark individual was seen at Loch Gruinkfay on 16 Oct [per
Birdguides] and again at Cornabus & The Oa area on 15 Nov until year end [E. Burrell, D. Dinsley
et al]. Records aresubject to acceptance by the BBRC.

ROSS6S GQMsBEddsSI

A vagrant No previous Argyll records. Breeadn the North American Arctic tundrawith most
wintering in California. Numbers dropped to-3,000individualsi n t he 19500686s b
number 23 million birds with a subsequent increase in European record®eviously only
included on Category Eintroductions or escapees from captivitipyt following a review by
BOURC in 21 following an emerging pattern of occurrendée firstaccepted British record

to Category A wasn 1970. Since thena further 17 birds have been accepteg to 20227
roughly one bird every two years.

Winter An adult (3cy+) was discovered in an under watched area of Kiutlre at Glen Lussa,

north of Peninver on-6 & 10 Dec [J. Dickson, D. Jardine. A. Paterson] and subsequently noted
near Machrihanish airfielfintyre on 13 Dec. It was initially thought to be the same bird as one
in Ayrshire (SepDec) some 40 miles due east, however found to be a different bird due to date
comparisonsRecord issubject to acceptance by the BBRC.
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SNOW GOOSE* Anser caerulescens

A rare visitor. Thesmall introduced population on Coll breeds on a small-sffore island and

is now very sedentary and decreasing. Stragglers among wintering goose flocks of other species
are probably often genuine vagrants.

All year The resident flock o€oll remains A count ofonly 5birds during the year.

Winter An adult white morph, |likely a 6Greatero
at CaolesTireeand notedn 1-9 & 25-29 Jan, 2 & 19 Feb and was seen nearby at Miodar on 12
Feb [J. Bowleet al.

GREYLAG GOOSE Anser anser

AMBER LIST A resident: with an increasing breeding population. Some may be native birds
that have colonised from the Outer Hebrides, while birds of introduced origin breed in-Mid
Argyll. Now that it is no longer possible to distinguish between them, WeBS refefreto is
6British/lrishé and identifies Tiree as a s
reported from most areas.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas. NatureScot / International goose counts in Mar gave an
Argyll total of 5,562 and highest counts were Binee with 2,303 and irKintyre with 1,401.
Additional high counts of 3,429 total coufireeon 1112 Jan, 918 ofslayon 1213 Mar, 687
onColl on 15 Feb, 396 on Gighéintyreon 2 Mar, 335 at Killellan, Ardyn€owalon 18 Jan and

260 at Toberonochy, Luiniglid-Argyll on 22 Feb.

Summer/breedingNoted on 45% of BBS transects (18/46). 85% in 2023)Breeding reports
from all areas excep€pll/Cowal/North Argyl) but details patchy. Nesting noted from eakiyr.

First b/7 noted at MachrirSolonsayon 26 Apr, then b/4 Blackmill Bay, Luingid-Argyll on 11

May, but not until 15 May ofTiree at Balevullin poolsOn Tiree a late summer count of 3,244

on 2627 Aug (of which 36.7% of a sample were juvs) (mean brood = 2.74, n=303)350 in
2023).0n Colonsay(excluding Oronsay4 broods with 215 yng reportéd May & Jun Seven
broods totalling 22 yng noted at Knoktull on 9 Jun and a single brood was noted on Treshnish
Is. Mull. At Ulva Lagoons/Loch na Cillslid-Argyll 28 ads with 48 goslingsn 23 Jun.
Autumn/winter Reports from all areas. NatureScot / International Goose Count Argyll totals for
Dec not fully received. Max. counts of 3,361 Tree(all island) on 10 & 11 Dec, 1,598 dslay

on 2627 Nov, and 600 at mouth of River B&ll on 15 Oct. Elsewhere, higher counts inc., 273
at RhunahaorinKintyreon 18 Sep, 250 at Mid Ardyri@owalon 27 Nov and 232 at Barsloisnoch
Mid-Argyll on 28 Sep.

PINK -FOOTED GOOSE Anser brachyrhynchus

AMBER LIST There are variable numbers on passage, with occasional large flocks, but
relatively few overwinter.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas excepfdll/Colonsay/Jura Small nosof 1-17 birds
wintered in (slay/Kintyre/MidArgyll/North Argyll/Tireg. In Mid-Argyll 10-17 were around
Barsloisnoch from 1 Jan29 Mar, increasing to 24 on 12 Apr, and 11 were at Cornaigmioze
on 20 Feb. Return passage flocks >NW from 13 Mar when 50 over PorKRiyhe andheaviest
passage noted between-27 Apr. Most reported fromKintyre/Mid-Argyll/Mull) where most
skeins were of 44.00 bhirds, but none reported ¢siay. Higher counts inc., 490 oklull on 17
Apr, ca. 200 at Lochgilphead/BdaisnochMid-Argyll on 20 Apr and 150 at Duart Cashtull
on 8 May, following which 12 birds reported until 25 May.

Summer Single birds reported in Jun and Aug fréall, LismoreNorth ArgyllandTiree
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Autumn/winter Reports from all areafirst arrivals were 200 noted at Loch Gruinatay and
355 over DervaigMull and 10 over Obahlid-Argyll on 11 Sep with 850+ ovéviull and 135 at
Loch Gruinartislayon 12 Sep. On 24 Sep, dull 627 went over Caliach Pt and 300 over lona,
while onlslay 369 were at Loch Gruinart and 120 at Cornabus, and 120 wer&iogerOn 26
Sep 850 were ovdrireeand305 were over Gallanac®oll, with numbers declining after 27 Sep.
A slow movement thereafter until 70 over Feolin Feluya, 122 over WhitehousKintyre and
455 over WesTireeon 8 Oct. Passage was completed at the end of Oct and-thbinds noted
from (Islay/Kintyre/MidArgyll/Tiree) in Nov & Dec with 7 at Machrihanish Linksintyre on 6
Dec the largest group reported.
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WHITE -FRONTED GOOSE Anser albifrons

RED LIST Both the nominate European and the Greenland races have occurred in Argyll. The
Greenland race A. a. flavirostris winters in a small number of traditional haunts and is also a
passage migrant. Argyll holds about 50% of the world population of this raceiimter and all

the locations where they occur regularly are sites of international importance in the UK.
Winter/spring Reports from all areas exceftdwal/Jura/Mul). NatureScot / International Goose
Counts in Mar gave an Argyll total count of 8,112 (8.1 % decline on 2023), with a count of 4,926
on Islay. In Kintyre 1,776 were at the Laggan, 239 at Rhunahaorine, 80 at Clachan and 65 on
Gigha in Mar, 746 were ofireeon 26 & 28 Mar, 128 oi€oll on 15 Febg88 in Mid-Argyll in

Mar and 102 orColonsayon 12 Jan. In addition, 19 were at Fidddall in Jan, 14 at Loch a
Cnhuic Bhric onJurain Mar, and irNorth Agyll 63 were on Lismore in Mar and 29 at Benderloch

in Jan.

Autumn/winter First arrivals were on 4 Oct when 8 at Loch Gruitslety, followed by 188 >SW
overTireeon 8 Oct, when numbers at Loch Gruinatay increased from 75 on 8 Oct to 900 on

10 Oct, when 118 at Drumlembi&@ntyre. NatureScot / International Goose Count Argyll totals

for Dec not fully received. Max. counts of 4,183Istay on 2627 Nov, 605 orTireeon 10-11

Dec and irKintyre 355 at Rhunahaorine on 12 Dec and 124 at Clachan on 18 Nov, but no counts
from The Laggan. Elsewhere, 90 were on Gu@nlion 9 De, 125 onColonsayon 27 Nov, 69
(incomplete count) at Danna/Ulva Lagodvigl-Argyll on 8 Dec and -B at sites inNlull/North

Argyll). A poor breeding season reported with low juviitityre (5.9) andTiree(4.5).

@RUSSIANG WH HFRE@NTED GOOSE* A. a.albifrons

A scarce/rare visitorBreeds in the far north of Russia and winters further south and west in
Europe and Asia.

Winter/spring A presumed returning adult was again in the Loch Gruinartlal@aon 21 Feb,

5 & 8 Mar [J. Farooqui, T. de Clermoet all. An adult was at Balephetrisfireeon 20 May [J.
Bowler].

Autumn/winter A presumed returning adult was again in the Loch Gruinartlal@gaon 22 Oct
[C. McKay]. Two were at Loch na Cille, nr Danivid-Argyll on 15 Nov [RAFOS groupAll
records of new birds were accepted by the ABRC.

MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor

A widespread and fairly common breeding species on the mainland and Tiree: scarcer on the
other large islands. Flocks gather at favoured localities throughout the year, especially during
moult but in decreasing numbers in autumn and winter.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas excef@dll/Colonsay. Max. counts of 57 offireeon 12
Jan, where max. site count of 32 at Loch a
PhearsaiMid-Argyll on 1 Jan, 20 at Machrihanigtintyre on 18 Mar, 9 at Add Ed#lid-Argyll

on 20 Mar and 9 at Loch Gruinastay on 10 May. Elsewhere, counts of up to 7 birds, with most
counts of 34 birds.

Breeding/summerConfirmed breeding reports frorslay/Kintyre/Mid-Argyll/Tiree) but limited

data received. Omiree 12 prs at 8 sites; 5 prs failed and 7 successful with first brood (b/6) noted
on 24 May. Overalla fairly good breeding season with 24 cygnets fledginglsay 3 prs at
RSPB Loch Gruinart and 1 pr at RSPB Oa Reserve. Elsewhere, pairs at Kitgyria (1) and
Mid-Argyll (3).

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excefqll/Colonsay. Max. counts of 64 (inc. 21 fledged
young) onTireeon 19 Aug, 59 on 23 Sep and 61 on 9 Dec. Elsewhere, 26 at Loch Iisidgah
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30 Octi 6 Nov, 30 at Ulva Lagoondid-Argyll on 13 Oct and 20 at Loch GiMid-Argyll on 9-
11 Nov, which included 2 O6polish morph®® cyg
Nov.

WHOOPER SWAN Cygnus cygnus

AMBER LIST RBBPA common passage migrant: smaller numbers wintering. Loch a' Phuill
(Tiree) is a site of national importance for wintering birds. A few birds summer in most years
and breeding has been recorded.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas excegu¢a). Most wintering birds were omiree where

hi ghest site count of 140 at Loch adél2Bamui | |
included 21 (17.5%) cygnets, but only 18 remained on 27 Matsk@yhighest count was 29 at
RSPB Loch Gruinart on 26 Feb andKimtyre 14 were at Drumlemble on 12 Feb. Northward
passage noted at Port Rigmtyre with 31 on 20 Mar, 80 on 26 Mar, 40 on 24 Apr and 60 on 26
Apr. Elsewhere, counts generally of birds stopping off to rest or flying over, with; 82 at
Sanaigmordslay on 24 Mar, 50 at Fidden of Mar and 50 at Loch Assapol on 27 Mar (both
Mull), 31 over Beinn Oronsagolonsayon 26 Mar and 22 over LismoMorth Argyllon 6 Mar.
Elsewhere, several flocks of up to 30 birds >N mostly betweerMaidand midApr.
Summer/breedingNo reports of breeding. Summering birds included, up to 4 at Loch Gruinart
Islay from May-Sep and singles elsewhere on the islar®l during MayAug in (Colonsay/Jura
IMid-Argyll/Mull/Tiree).

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excegu(a). First arrivals noted were on 21 Sep when

2 were at Tiresfollowedby B3hatiliodh an Eileiiiiree on 24 Sep, then small
arrivals across Argyll until larger arrival in early Oct and main passage in late Od¢slayn
highest counts received were 207 at RSPB Loch Gruinart on 25 Oct when 340 over the island, on
Tireewith 361 across 4 sites on 10 Oct (with 12% juv)Mudl, 134 at Loch na Keal on 25 Oct,
also 80 on Oronsagolonsayon 25 Oct and 31 at Loch Gilid-Argyll on 3 Nov. Thereafter, on
Tireeall-island count of 124 on 101 Dec, onlslay 76 at Loch Indaal on 7 Nov, and Kintyre,

44 > SW over Lepénstrath on 15 Nov and 16 at Loch an Tdull on 15 Nov. Elsewhere, counts

of up to 20 birds.

SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna

AMBER LIST A widespread, but not very numerous, breeding species around sandy coasts.
The majority are absent from mid\ug to late Oct when they migrate to moulting grounds.
Winter/spring Reports from all areas, with most froislay/Kintyre/Mid-Argyll/Mull). Max.
counts orislayof 193 at Loch Gruinart on 8 Mar. Elsewhere, 41 at Gorglglhon 8 Mar, 32 (at
two sites) orTireeon 26 Feb20 at Loch Crinamid-Argyll on 17 Mar, and 20 at Machrihanish
WaterKintyreon 13 Feb.

Summer/breedindBreeding reports from all areas exceadbith Argyll). OnTireeprs scattered
around coast and a few inland in May and 9 prs foun@apnsay First broods noted; b/10 at
Port MorColonsayon 25 May, b/5 at MiltorTireeon 28 May, at Portnahaveslay on 1 Jun, in
Mid-Argyll at the Add Eston 5 Jun and ofoll ab/2 was at Bagh an Traileach on 6 Jul.
Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excefdll/Colonsay/Jura/North Argyll Only 1-3 birds

at a few sites late Augarly Nov, when birds started to return from moult migration. Thereafter,
max. counts of 101 at Loch Gruindstay on 13 Dec, 13 at Loch Caolisport on 16 Nov and 8 at
Ardpatrick on 18 Nov (botiMid-Argyll), otherwise, 15 birds.
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MANDARIN DUCK Aix galericulata

An introduced species which has bred regularly, at Loch Eck (Cowal), in recent years. The
present size of the Argyll population (whose origin is unknown) suggests that it may well now
be selfsustaining.

Winter/spring Reports from Cowal/Mid-Argyll). In Cowal5 were at Dornoch Pt., Loch Eck on
18 Jan, andl at Camusdhu, Loch Eck on 19 Jan, followedlst Kilmun on 17 Apr. InMid-
Argyll 3were at Loch Ederline on 24 Mar ahat the River Awe on 9 May.

Summer/breedingNo reports.

Autumn/winter No reports.

GarganeyMull April © Tony Jeffree

GARGANEY* Spatula querquedula

AMBER LIST RBBPA scarce/rare spring visitor to Islay and Tiree and has bred in Kintyre in
1994, on Islay in 1997 and on Coll in 2004.

Spring A male was at Loch anSuidhe, Bunessavull on 28 Apr-1 May, 2 males were at RSPB

Loch Gruinartslayon 1 May, a mal e there on 165TreMany an
18 May.

SHOVELER Spatula clypeata

AMBER LIST RBBPA scarce and localised breeding species restricted to Islay and Tiree. It is
more numerous as a passage migrant and winter visitor, also largely restricted to Islay and
Tiree.

Winter/spring Reports from only Colonsay/Islay/Tiree On Islay a max. of 47 were at RSPB
Loch Gruinart on 8 Mar. Ofiireel 6 wer e at L o-d5hJamaBisevwhére a privaso n
on OronsayColonsayon 6 May.

Breeding Onslay 20 prs were at RSPB Loch Gruinart. A good seasoni@e with 12-15 prs
across 10 sites and at least 4 broods seen.
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Autumn/winter Reports from only I§lay/Kintyre/Tired. Max. counts of 123 at RSPB Loch
Gruinartlslay on 20 Sep declining to 38 on 13 Dec, and 19maeon 9 Dec. Two were at the
Lagganon 11 Nov and one at Lussa Loch on 6 Nov (bGtityre).

GADWALL Mareca strepera

AMBERLIST A scarce but regular passage migrant and winter visitor with most recent
records from: Islay, Kintyre, MidArgyll, and Tiree. Breeds sporadically on Islay and Tiree.
Winter/spring Reports fromIslay/Tireg. Onlslay 1 wasat Kilnaughton Bay on 12 Jan, then
there on 15 Jan, arddvas at Kinnabus on 7 Apr. At Loch Gruinarvas present in Feb increasing
to2on 29 Mar and peakingat5on10 May.TUree a mal e was at Loch
T 29 Mar.

Breeding On Tiree4-6 prsat 6 sites, but only one brood seen on 10 Jun, but notstagn
Autumn/winter Reports from only I6lay/Mid-Argyll/Tire€). On Islay, a male was at Loch
Gruinart from 1231 Oct, with a pair noted on 25 Oct, and a single on 17 Nov and 13 & 24 Dec.
Four were at Loch an Eilein on 12 Oct ahdt Loch Bhasapol on 19 Aug (bolliree). Two at

Carn Mor, Loch SweeNid-Argyll on 15 Nov.

Wigeon Mid-Argyll August © Jim Dickson

WIGEON Mareca penelope

AMBER LIST RBBPA scarce and local breeding species: common passage migrant and winter
visitor to all areas.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas except(a). Max. counts of 700 at Loch Gruinasiay

on 12 Jan, 214 omireeon 12 Jan, 189 at Lussa Loklintyre on 11 Mar, 150 at The Laggan
Kintyreon 8 Feb, 113 at the Add EMid-Argyll on 10 Feb and 106 at Loch Dbdtull on 8 Mar.

48 at the Holy LoclCowalon 15 Jan. Elsewhere, many counts across Argyll of up to 50 birds.
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Breeding Probable breeding with prs noted at sites on eadslayf (1), whereonepr at RSPB
Loch Gruinart andwo prs onTiree Possible breeding at one siteNorth Argyll.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excepu(a). First autumn arrivals with 2 at the Kilmun
Cowalon 25 Jun, followed by 5 at Loch Crinkfid-Argyll on 10 Jul and 7 at Lussa Lokimtyre
on 21 Jul. Max. counts inc., 680 at Bridgend Bstgy on 30 Oct, 624 at Loch Gilplid-Argyll
on 16 Nov, 444 at Lussa Lodfintyre on 22 Sep305 at Loch Gruinarslay on 30 Oct, 148 at
the Add EstMid-Argyll on 17 Nov, 168 oifireeWeBS sites on 11 Nov and 117 at Aros sl
on 20 Dec. Elsewhere, many counts across Argyll of up to 100 birds.

AMERICAN WIGEON*  Mareca americana

A rare visitor: 23 or more records.

Winter/spring An adult male was at Loch Gorislay seen from the Ballinaby side on 17 Zamd
presumed to be returning bird from last winter [D. BeadleH#®llicar, J. Morris].A 2cy+ fem
(probably adult) was at the Add Estuaddid-Argyll on 56 Apr [J. Dickson, D. Jardine, F.
Cavanagh]. A 2cy male was a Cornalslay on 1431 May [E. Burrellet al]. All records were
accepted by the ABRC.

MALLARD  Anas platyrhynchos

A common breeding, passage and wintering species

Winter/spring Reports from all areas. Max. counts of 193 iate WeBS sites on 12 Jan, 153 at
RSPB Loch Gruinarislay on 9 Feb, 84 at Loch Gorislay on 3 Jan, 77 at Lussa Loélintyre

on 11 Mar, 60 at ObaMlid-Argyll on 3 Jan, 54 at Loch na Kedull on 12 Mar and 44 at Holy
Loch Cowalon 15 Jan.

Summer/breedingBBS: noted on 30% of squares (12/46f). 4% in 2023)Reports from all
areas. Orislay 45 prs were at RSPB Loch Gruinart and 6 prs at RSPB Oa Reserve. Broods noted
at 17 locations between 20 Apr and 5 Jul in all areas exCefitGowal/Jura/North Argyll
Autumn/winter Reports from all areas. Max. counts of 163 at Loch India&7 Oct, 139 at Loch
Gruinart on 13 Dec (bottslay), 121 onTiree WeBS counts on 11 Nov, 118 Loch Crinlslid-
Argyll on 8 Aug, 110 at Ballachuan Loch, Skiid-Argyll on 18 Oct, 82 at Lussa Lodfintyre

on 22 Sep and 75 at Loch Caolispdit-Argyll on 16 Nov. Elsewhere, many counts across Argyll
of up to 50 birds.

PINTAIL Anas acuta

AMBER LIST RBBP A very scarce breeding species on Tiree and a scarce passage migrant
and winter visitor. Regular only on Islay and Tiree.

Winter/spring Reports from onlyl6lay/Tireg. Most reports fronslay and max. counts of 110

at RSPB Loch Gruinart on 14 Jan, then 115 on 9 Feb, and 113 ona&hi¥@at Cornabus on 4
May. OnTireea mal e at L o c-20 Jam @nd B fem atlLdch am Eileid @n 12 Feb.
Forming prs orTireeduring Mar.

Breeding Up to 4 prs at 4 sites oFiree, with one brood seen on 16 Jun, but nonéstay.
Autumn/winter Reports from onlylélay/Mid-Argyll/Mull/Tiree). Most birds were at RSPB Loch
Gruinartislay with counts of 10 on 26 Sep, 69 on 7 Nov, 77 on 18 Nov and 99 on 13 Dec. On
Tiree 6 >S Hough Bay on 8 Oct, & Loch an Eilein on 11 Oct, 2 at Loch Bhasapol on 11 Nov
and 33 bi rds at orll6 ©dito Al@ecPHsawhérd, a male wakath GilpMid-
Argyll on 7 Nov andL at GarmonyMull on 8 Nov.
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TEAL Anascrecca

AMBER LIST A widespread but uncommon breeding species: common passage migrant and
winter visitor.

Winter/spring Reports from all areaMax. counts of 742 at Gruinart Flootidayon 9 Feb, 442

on TireeWeBScounts on 12 Jan with masingle sitecounb f 305 at Loch., ad |
200 at Lussa LocKintyre on 24 Mar, 185 at South Orons@plonsayon 12 Feb and 89 at the

Holy LochCowalon 18 Jan. Elsewhere, many counts across Argyll-60birds.

Breeding Breeding reports mainly fromslay/Tireg. At least 33 prs across wetland sites on
Tiree Onlslay 10 prs at RSPB Loch Gruinart and 1 pr at RSPB The Oa. Other scattered breeding
season records from sites @dll/Colonsay/Jura/MidArgyll/Mull/North Argyll).

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas exce@dlonsay/Jurqa Max. counts of 1,120 at Loch
Gruinartlslay on 31 Oct, 445 oifireeon 9 Dec and 117 at the Add BEstid-Argyll on 17 Oct.
Elsewhere, many counts across Argyll e birds.

Teal Mid-Argyll January © Jim Dickson

GREEN-WINGED TEAL* Anas carolinensis

A rare visitor: 33 or more records since 1980, mostly on Islay or Tir8eme records may well
involve returning individuals.

Winter/spring A male was at Buan Uillt, Loch Gruinartslayon 18 Jan [D Beadle, M. Hellicar,
J. Morris]. A male was at Loch llliter, Luiniglid-Argyll on 11 Mar [S. Dalrymple].
Autumn/winter Two males were at RSPB Loch Gruinksty on 18 Nov and one there on 13 &
30 Dec [J. How]All records were accepted by the ABRC.
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POCHARD* Aythya ferina

RED LIST An increasingly scarce winter visitor and passage migrant, in small numbers,
particularly to: Tiree, Islay, and a few MieArgyll lochs. There has been no confirmed breeding
in recent years.

Winter/spring No records.

Autumn/winter OnTireea f em/ i mm was oaT Ocl, dnerhwera therePon & Nol |
increasing to 5 mm on 11 Nov and one male remained until end of yetsla®a male was at
Loch Gorm on 19 Oct, increasing to 3 mm oRr3MOct. InKintyre a male was in Campbeltown
Lochon 4 Nov.

RING-NECKED DUCK*  Aythya collaris

RBBPA scarce but increasing winter visitor 93 previous records.

Winter/spring A returning male was at Glenfeochan, Kilmdda-Argyll on 3 Feb [D. Jardine,

J. Waldie] & Luachrach Loch, Obaviid-Argyll on 3 & 26 Mar [T. de Clermont, J. Waldie].
Autumn/winter An  adult mal e wéairseorm? OctllloND\n[T. dedClefnbond, 0 | |
Dickson, S. Gibson, J. Bowler] and was joined by a 1cy fem on 14 Oilov [J. Bowler]. The
returning male was at Loch Scammad®ea-Argyll on 1 Dec [R. Lightfoot] and again at
Glenfeochan, Kilmoréid-Argyll on 1828 Dec [D. Jardine]All records were accepted by the
ABRC.

TUFTED DUCK Aythya fuligula

A widespread winter visitor: most numerous on Islay and Tiree. Breeds in small numbers on:
Colonsay, Islay, Mull, and Tiree with scattered pairs found throughout mainland Argyll.
Winter/spring Reports from Colonsay/Islay/MidArgyll/Mull/Tiree). Highest nos were ofiree
where a count of 69 at Loch Bhasapol on 14 Apristay max. counts of 25 from Loch Finlaggan

on 18 Jan and 15 at Loch Skerrols on 2 JaMititArgyll max. counts of 9 at Kilchurn Castle,
Loch Awe on 14 Feb and 7 at Loch Glenfeochan on 3 & 4 Feb. Max. cou@slamsay(4) and

Mull (7).

Breeding On Tiree 15 prs at 6 sites with 10+ broods (53+ yngted. No breeding reports from
elsewhere, but-¥ birds noted in Jun & Jul irCowal/lslay/MidArgyll/Mull).

Autumn/winter Reports from Islay/Mid-Argyll/Mull/Tiree). Max. counts of 75 afiree WeBS
sites on 11 Nov with site max. of Tslayoa29 Loc
Oct, 18 at Loch Gorrislayon 2 Nov, 12 at Loch Leathan on 12 Dec and possibly the same 12 at
Loch Ceann a6 Ch Ma-iAmyll)and 10185 Lodh €ait ng&lhMull torh 17 Oct.
Elsewhere, counts of11 birds.

SCAUP* Aythya marila

RED LIST RBBPA winter visitor and passage migrant, becoming scarcer. Most winter reports

at Loch Indaal, Islay but rare and irregular elsewhere.

Winter/spring On Islay a max. count of 8 at Loch Indaal during Jan dropping to 1 in Feb. On
Mull a fem was at Loch Poit nall{Pottie) on 10 Feb. Ofiireea mal e was at Loc
15 Jan and a new male there orlB2Feb.

Autumn/winter In Cowala fem was at the Holy Loch on 22 O©mn Islay 2 were at Loch Indaal

on 13 Oct, also seen at Loch Skerrols on 20 Oct, a max. of 5 at Loch Inda4lMov3and a fem

which lingered on Loch Skeals until 25 Dec. IrMid-Argyll a fem was at Glenfeochan, Kilmore

on 5 Oct. OrMull 3 were at Loch na Keal on 7 Oct. @imeea 1cy fem was at Loch Bhasapol on
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13 Sep then at -2l1ocShe pa d6 aRh uliolclh oBrh alsS@apol on 7
Nov and an adult male was at Loch adé Phuil!l

LESSER SCAUP* Aythya affinis

A rare visitor. Nine recordsof 14 birds. Islay in Nov 1998, Loch Leathan, Midwrgyll in Dec
2005, Loch a6 Phuill, Tiree in Nov 2006, L o«
in Nov 2015 a group of five at Loch Skerrols Islay in Neec 2021 rising to six birds by Feb

2022, Loch Bhasapol, Tiree in Nov 202ihd a male at St May's Loch Mid-Argyll in Mar 2023.
Autumn/winter A 1cy female was at Loch Skerrdislay on 20 Oct23 Oct [N. McMahon, P.
Robertset all. Record under consideration by the BBRC.

EIDER Somateria mollissima

AMBERLIST A resident breeding bird: common on all suitable coasts, especially on the Clyde.
The Firth of Clyde is a site of national importance for Eiders. Large flocks of moulting drakes
and first-year birds gather at some sites during Jun to Sep.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas. Max. counts of 278 at ScallastleMBdlyon 19 Mar, 247

at Loch CaolisporMid-Argyll on 10 Jan, 246 at the Sound of Gid&iatyre on 10 Jan, 161 at
Poll GormColonsayon 22 Apr, 128 at Blairmore Fm, Loch Lo@pwalon 13 May and 120 at
Loch Indaallslay on 7 Jan. Elsewhere, counts of up to 100 birds.

Breeding Breeding reports fronQoll/Colonsay/Islay/MidArgyll/Mull/Tiree). First broods noted
at Loch CrinanMid-Argyll on 23 May and on 1 Jun at Traigh Bhaghee On Colonsayand
Oronsay28 fems found with 48 yng and at least 6 breeding fems on Lunga, Treshihishl Is.
Autumn/winter Reports from all areas. Max. counts of 375 at the Sound of iigitgre on 12
Dec, 185 at Ormsary, Loch Caolispbfid-Argyll on 22 Sep, 150 at Loch Inddalay on 13 Oct,

88 at Loch CraignisiMid-Argyll on 28 Sep, 85 at Traigh Bhagliree on 23 Sep, 80 at Eilean
Traighe, West Loch Tarbeit)id-Argyll on 29 Oct, 53 at Campbeltown LoKlntyre on 17 Nov
and 52 at Blairmore Fm, Loch Lor@pwalon 3 Oct. Elsewhere, counts b0 birds.

Surf Scoter (with Common Scoterintyre January © Jim Dickson
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SURF SCOTER* Melanitta perspicillata

A rare visitor. 25+ records occasionally involving several birds.

Winter/spring An adult male was at Rhunahaorine Pdfimtyre on 10 Jan [J. Dickson. D.
Jardine]. A 2cy male was at Calgary Byl on 929 May [A. Ashet al] All records were
accepted by the ABRC.

VELVET SCOTER* Melanitta fusca

RED LIST Scarce but regular at the Sound of Gigha and Loch Inda#dlay. The wintering
population in the Sound of Gigha is now much reduced from the population in the 1970s when
over 50 were present.

Winter/spring Two at Rhunahaorine Poirintyre on 10 Jan and one there the following day
were the only birds reported

Summer A male was again at Easter Ellistslay between 31 May & 3 JuRresumably the long
stayer of once captive origin nearby.

Winter Two fem/1lcy were in Salen Bawull from 1-10 Nov, followed by 2 fem/lcy off
Rhunahaorine PKintyreon 18 Nov followed by a male and fem/1cy there on 12 Dec.

COMMON SCOTER Melanitta nigra

AMBER LIST RBBP Present throughout the year at Loch Indaal, Islay and in the Sound of
Gigha, Kintyre- a scarce winter visitor elsewhere and very rare breeding reports.
Winter/spring Reports from only Qolonsay/Islay/Kintyre/MigArgyll/Mull/Tiree). Max. counts
by region of 1 off SEColonsayon 22 Apr, 200 at Loch Indakdlay on 20 Jan, 89 at the Sound of
GighaKintyre on 10 Jan, 29 at Loch Caolisport, Ormskfig-Argyll on 24 Mar, 8 at Loch na
Keal Mull on 29 Jan, and 14 at Hough BBiyeeon 12 Mar.

Breeding/summerTwo on Loch Gornislayon 12 May the site of successful breeding in 2021,
was the only suggestion of breeding. A summering group of 7 was at Loch Cadlgpaéntgyll

on 10 Jul and 6 were at Loch na Kialll on 17 Jun.

Autumn/winter Reports from Colonsay/Islay/Kintyre/MigArgyll/Mull//Tiree). Max. counts by
region, of 1 orColonsayon 28 Sep, 250 at Loch Inddslayon 13 Oct, 110 at the Sound of Gigha
Kintyreon 12 Dec, 22 at Ormsary, Loch Caolispgdit-Argyll on 27 Dec, 4 at Scallastle Bay on
8 Nov and 4 at Feith Bhan on 8 Nov (b&tlll) and unusuallyl inland at Loch an EileifTiree
from 11 Octi 4 Nov.

LONG-TAILED DUCK Clangula hyemalis

RED LIST An uncommon winter visitor, most frequent in Sound of Gigha (Kintyre), Coll,
Islay, and Tiree. Usually marine but occasionally seen on inland lochs. Occasional summer
records.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas excef@dlonsay/Cowal/North Argyl Most reports from
(Islay, Kintyre and Tiree). Max. counts of 25 at Loch Indalsllay on 24- 27 Feb, 21 at Hough
Bay Tireeon 12 Jan, 15 at Laggan Bksjay on 8 Apr, and 13 at the Sound of Gighkiatyre on
10 Jan. Elsewher8 were at Feall BaZoll on 11 Apr and 3 at Java Pt, Craignivell on 1314
Jan. The last birds were 9 at Kintstayon 21 Apr.

Autumn/winter Reports from I6lay/Jura/Kintyre/Tireg First returning birds were 12 at Loch
Indaallslay on 13 Oct. Max. counts of 22 at Hough Baiyee on 30 Dec, 11 at the Sound of
GighaKintyre on 12 Dec, 7 at Laggan Baslay on 9 Nov and singles at Craighoukeaon 19
Oct and at Loch Eatharr@oll on 3 Nov.
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Long-tailed Duck Kintyre October © Jo Goudie

GOLDENEYE Bucephala clangula

RED LIST RBBPA common winter visitor. Birds are regularly present in all areas from early
Oct to late Apr with occasional summer records.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas exced|l/Colonsay/Jurq Max. area counts of 83 at
Eilean Traighe, Ormsaid-Argyllon 19 Jan, 5 5Tireeon9Marc37 atdath P h u
CreranNorth Argyllon 4 Jan, 19 at Loch Gruindsfayon 12 Jan, 11 at Machrihanish SBO on 3
Jan, 11 at Lussa Loch on 10 Feb and 11 West Loch Tarbert on 10 Jantyaé), and 9 at Loch
Poi t MukonH@®Heb. Last birds in spring were 2 at Cavisé-Argyll on 11 May. Other
widespread counts of8 birds.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excefd]l/Jura). First of autumn was a fem/imm at
Lo c h a direddh uQcl. Max. area counts of 64 at Eilean Traighe, OrmdaiyArgyll on
27 Dec, 34 aTireebro26 bec,d® at Rdchrihahidh SBntyre on 18 De¢9 at
Loch CrerarNorth Argyllon 14 Dec, 8 at Ardnave Loch Islay on 8 Dieat only 5 at the Holy
Loch Cowalon 4 Nov.The decline in numbers in recent years has continued.
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Goldeneye - Max count -
Eilean Traighe, Loch Caolisport Mid-Argyll (blue)
Loch a' Phuill Tiree (orange)
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GOOSANDER Mergus merganser

A scarce breeding species mainly in Cowal, MAdgyll, Mull and N Argyll. The population is
more widespread in winter but in small numbers.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas excefidll/Colonsay/Jura/Tiree Most reports from sites

in; Mull (26) andMid-Argyll (8). Max. counts of 9 Ardkingla€owal on 18 Jan, 8 at Ormsary
Mid-Argyll on 12 Apr and 7 at the Add Esilid-Argyll on 3 May. Onlislay two were at Loch
Skerrols on 22 Feb, with one remaining on 4 Mar and 1 at Loch Kinnabus on 2 Apr. Elsewhere,
most counts were of4 birds.

Summer/breeding Reports of prs from sites irCowal/Mid-Argyll/Mull/North Argyll). A fem

with b/3 at Loch TulldNorth Argyllon 28 July was the only brood reported. Post breeding flocks
of 18 at Hiowatoe 6 dud andll atyroMull on 9 Aug.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas exce@dll/Colonsay/Jura/Tiree Most reports of 6
birds with max. area counts of 44 at Eilean Traighe, OrmbadyArgyll on 23 Dec, 14 at
CairndowCowalon 24 Oct, 11 at West ArdHdull on 26 Sep, 19 at West Loch Tarbkmtyre

on 22 Sep and 4 at Loch Gruinksfay from 1-9 Sep.

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER Mergus serrator

AMBER LIST RBBP A common resident breeder. Large moulting flocks gather, particularly
in Loch Indaal, Islay and Sound of Gigha, Kintyre during late summer. The Sound of Gigha,
Kintyre is a site of national importance for wintering birds. Small numbers are found on fresh
water.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas. Max. counts of 50 at West Loch Taliegre on 25

Feb, 47 at Loch na KeMull on 14 Mar, 30 at Bowmorslay on 24 Feb, 30 at Loch Craignish
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Mid-Argyll on 15 Jan and 23 at Loch Dbtull on 18 Feb. Elsewhere, counts of up to 20,
however most groups were fewer than 10.

Breeding Breeding around much of the Argyll coastline, but limited data rece®ediree 14

prs at 6 sites in May with 4+ broods noted there from 8 Jul. Elsewhere, broods nMed ah
Loch Don, Knock and Kilfinichen, iMid-Argyll at Add Estuary (2), at Arinago@oll and Lussa
Bay Jura.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excefdlonsay. Max. counts of 234 (post breeding
moult flock) at the Sound of Gightintyre on 16 Jul and 93 there on 18 Nov, 85 at Loch Indaal
Islay on 4 Nov, 77 at Loch Craignistlid-Argyll on 19 Nov, 57 at Duart Baylull on 2 Sep and
48 at Loch GilpMid-Argyll on 20 Sep. Elsewhere, counts of up to 40.

! “‘,/‘M Wi A

Argyl April © Ann McGregor

Red GroseMid-

RED GROUSE Lagopus lagopuscotica

A sparsely distributed, resident, breeding bird. All reports required.

All year Reports from moorland areas i@dwal/lslay/Kintyre/MidArgyll/Mull/North Argyll).
Few reports in total from across Argyll, all oflbirds, except of 4 at the Ensay Biiall on 23
Sep, 4 at RSPB Oa Resefgtay on 22 Nov and 3 at Barr Gldfintyre on 29 & 30 Jan and 8
Apr. Two broods (b/8 & b/6) were noted on Kerrétal-Argyll on 1 Aug.

PTARMIGAN* Lagopus muta

RED LIST A localised resident breeding bird, generally above 800m in north and east Argyll,

and on Mull where the population is estimated to be-2® birds. All records required.

All year OnMull 2 were at Maol nan DamBen More on 1 Apr. IiNorth Argyllsingles, unless

stated, were at; Drochaid Ghlas on 29 Mar, 2 at Ben Cruachan on 4 May, Beinn Udlaidh on 6
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May, Stob a' Choire Odhair on 18 Jun, Beinn Eunaich and Beinn a' Chochuill on 11 Jul, Ben
Cruachan on 19 Oct, Sron nan Cabar on 29 Oct and Meall na Eun on 30 Oct and 2 were found or
Cruach nan Cuillea@owalon 23 Apr.Under recorded and often dependent on reports from hill
walkers.

Black GrouseMid-Argyll April © Ann McGregor ‘

BLACK GROUSE  Lyrurus tetrix

RED LIST A scarce, localised, resident breeder. Numbers still likely to be declining at a slower
rate after a steep decline. Very thinly distributed in all mainland areas: with a few on Islay and
Jura. All records required.

Winter/spring/breedingMost reports of only #4 birds from sites inislay (1), Mid-Argyll (6) and
North Argyll(2). Max. counts of 8 at Moine Mha#fid-Argyll on 24 Jan and 8 at Loch TuNerth
Argyll on 11 Feb. Noted at Culbuiglay on 16 Feb.

Autumn/winter Only three reports; iMid-Argyll 6 males were at Dalvore on 20 Oct and 7 males
at Dunbeg on 27 Oct, and Morth Argyll6 males at Loch Tulla on 17 Nov.

PHEASANT Phasianus colchicus

May be abundant, in those parts of Argyll, where birds are released for shooting. Reports from
Jura and North Argyll are rare.

All year Reports from all areas excefoll/Jura/North Argyl), however generally under
reported. Max. counts reported of 200 on LuMgl-Argylon 19 Mar and 50 i
type birds at Ormsarylid-Argyll on 27 Dec. BBS: noted on 22.5% of squares (7/@0)18% in

2023) with max. BBS counts of 6 at Carraig Fh#glay and 4 at Rhudiéid-Argyll. Broods
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reported atScalasaig (b/5Tolonsayon 12 Jurand Gruinart (b/2)slay on 22 Aug and also at
CalgaryMull. Only two records fronTireg single males at Balemartine on 1 Apr and Balephuil
on 7 Apr.

QUAIL*  Coturnix coturnix

AMBER LIST A rare and irregular summer visitor, mainly to Kintyre and the islands.
Spring/summer Single males calling at Escart Farm, nr Claondigtyre on 6 Jun and at
Greenhill, Sandaigireeon 15 & 22 Jun.

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE Alectoris rufa

Birds (some hybrids with Chukar A. chukar) have been introduced to several areas. Although
this species is in Category C of the British list, populations in Argyll do not appear to be self
sustaining.

All year Reports from six areas i€dwal/Kintyre/MidArgyll/North Argyll). Most reports of just

1-4 birds, with 8 on LuingMid-Argyll on 13 Jan, the only larger count.

EUROPEAN NIGHTJAR Caprimulgus europaeus

AMBER LIST A rare and irregular summer visitor and passage migrant: has bred in the past

in Kintyre and Cowal. Last accepted recardvereat Glen Forsa, Mull on 3 Aug 201@&nd
Lochdon, Mull on 1 Jun 2022.

Spring/summer A bird was heard churring in an area of cleared and newly planted woodland in
southKintyre late evening on 12 Jun and was sound recorded as part of the ABC Nightjar project
started in 2024 and funded by the ABC and SCBee(list of rejected, pending etc. records on

pagel30)

SWIFT Apus apus

RED LIST A summer visitor, breeding locally on the mainland. Wandering birds and passage
migrants may occur anywhere.

Spring/summer Reports from all areas. Following a very early bird at Tobernuj on 15

Apr, first birds were 2 at Glen Lonanid-Argyll on 30 Apr and 2 at Obawvid-Argyll on the same

day. Followed by singles at Barsloisnadhd-Argyll on 3 May and LepinstrathKintyre on 7

May and most arrivals shortly afterwards. Reports from sites in each are@waié(2), Colonsay

(2), Cowal (7), Islay (2), Jura (1), Kintyre (3), Mid-Argyll (16), Mull (7), North Argyll (1) and

Tiree (4). Outwith known nesting arsanotable counts of 20 aBoll on 15 Jul, 17 Oronsay
Colonsayon 13 Jul, 6 at Ardnadrochiull on 14 Jul and 5 at Benderlobdtorth Argyllon 25

May. A single at Keils on 22 Jul was only the eighth recordlfoa.

Breeding Provision of nest boxes appears to be assisting this specll-Argyll 2 prs bred at

the Kilmichael Glassary boxes which failed on first clutch but second broods fledged on the late
dates of 29 Aug and 3 Sep, but no nesting details from Taynuilt or theAididl hospital,
LochgilpheadMid-Argyll. Breeding season counts litid-Argyll; 30 at Oban on 5 Aug, 10 at
Portsonachan 2 Jun, 6 at Lochgilphead on 15 May & 12 Jul, 6 at Kilmelford on 28 May, 2 at
Inveraray on 11 Jul and 1 at Kilmartin o# lul. InCowal, 11 were at Carrick Castle on 22 May,

4 at Kirn on 23 Jul, 3 in Dunoon on 27 May and 2 at Sandbank on 24 May and 6 were at
CampbeltowrKintyreon 13 Jul.

Autumn Most birds had departed by mid Aug after which 4 were at CampbeKawyre on 24

Aug, 1+ at Kilmun Cowal on 25 Aug, 3 in Obafid-Argyll on 28 Aug, 8 > S at Cairnbaafid-
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Argyllin a big movement of hirundines on 29 Aug and 3 > S at éregihathKintyreon 1 Sep the
last reported.

Pallid Swift Islay November © Jacob New

PALLID SWIFT* Apus pallidus

A rare visitor to Scotland from the Mediterranean region with no previously accepted records
in Argyll.

Autumn One was seen flying over Coullabistay on 9 Nov and present for several hours [F. &
P. Cavanagh, J. New, P. Robestsal]. Recordacceptedby the BBRGind becomes thirst
Argyll record.

CUCKOO Cuculus canorus

RED LIST A common summer visitor that is more frequent and widespread on the mainland:
less numerous on the outer islands.

Spring Reports from all areas. The first arrivals reported in each area were Knock Scalbert
Kintyreon 2 Apr, Kilmichael GleMid-Argyll on 5 Apr, Kinnabusslayon 7 Apr, Bunnesaklull

on 10 Apr, Strathlachla@owal on 17 Apr and MilbuieColonsayon 20 Apr. Thereafter, more
widespread reports from 21 Apr onwards.

Breeding BBS: noted in 65% of squares (26/46).69% in 2023). Calling birds reported from
sites in;Coll (4), Colonsay(8), Cowal(17),1slay (20),Jura(9), Kintyre (5), Mid-Argyll (36), Mull

(86), North Argyll (11) andTiree( 7 ) . Some o6l arger sitesd had
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Mid-Argyll on 17 May and 6 at Loch na Keslull on 21 May, also 7 calling males at RSPB
Gruinart and 6 males calling at RSPB Oa Reserve (Istdlf) and 1 calling male on Oronsay
Colonsayand 19 calling males oBolonsay

Autumn Most adults had departed by late Jun. Numbers of reports received by month; Jun (36),
Jul (4) and Aug (0). The last birds reported were at Glen Rduizon 18 Jul and Sorisdateoll

on 19 Jul.

. e /
Cuckoo Mid-Argyll May © Jim Dickson

ROCK DOVE Columba livia

A resident breeder except in Cowal: concentrated on the islands and in Kintyre. Large flocks
often gather on arable fields owwith the breeding season. The genetic integrity of most
populations is now in doubt because of interbreeding with feral pigeons. Those on the islands
being probably nearest O6pured Rock Dove.
Winter/spring Reports received from all areddax. counts of 140 at Sgeir Carnach, LuMgl-
Argyll on 13 Jan, 75 at the RSPB Oa Reséslay on 15 Feb, 50 at Loch nan Gillekshay on 23

Feb, 40 at Cornaigmor@oll on 10 Apr and widespread groups of up to 40waein Jan.
Summer/breedingBBS: noted in 22.5% of squares (9/46). 8% in 2023), with max. count of

35 at Crossapol Poifitree Eight prs noted at RSPB The Géay and 9 nests found at the Blow
Hole,Lunga,Treshnish Isviull.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excefddlonsay. Max. counts 405 at Carrabisgday on

29 Oct 365 at two sites ofiireeon 9 Sep270 at Airigh Ghlas on 21 Nov and 270 at Ballinaby
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on 8 Oct (bothslay), 220 at Sgeir Carnach, Luidid-Argyll on 30 Sep and 89 at mouth of River
BaMull on 25 Oct.

Rock DovesTiree March © Jim Dickson

FERAL PIGEON

Feral Pigeons are recorded from most areas, although less so from the island regions where
Rock Doves predominate, and higher numbers are found in towns but there is little information
on population size.

Higher counts mainly from the larger towns in Argyll with max. counts of 50 in @bdsArgyll

on 18 May. Other flocks in Dunoddowal, North ConneNorth Argyllwhere 68 on 23 Oct and
onMull where 20 at Loch Don on 2 Sep & 19 Oct. A flock at Islandadd Bridge, Add Eficywy
Argyll had increased to a max. 106 on 27 Oct.

STOCK DOVE* Columba oenas

AMBER LIST A very scarce and decreasing local reside@nly regularly reported from
Cowal and MidArgyll in recent years. All records required please.

Spring One was at Craigerislayon 11 Martwo were at KnociMull on 21 Mar, one at Ardtur,
Appin North Argyllon 1 Apr, one on Oronsayolonsayon 22 Apr and one at Loch Spelve area
Mull on 19 Jun.
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WOOD PIGEON Columba palumbus

AMBER LIST A common resident breeding species: less numerous on Mull, scarce on Coll,
and rare on Tiree. Large flocks which form on the mainland in winter may include immigrants.
Winter/spring Reports from all areas (excehira). Good numbers iMid-Argyll where 160 at
Kintarbert Lodge on 27 Jan and 70 at Duntrune on 1 Jan. Elsewttecounts of 60 at Loch
ad Gheoi dhlslay8ru3nidne30 lataMest Tarbddintyre on 10 Jan and 10 at Cruach
ArduraMull on 10 Feb. Three were at Cliall on 5 May, 2 at Scalasai@olonsayon 9 May

and a max. of 9 at Balephdilreeon 15 May.

Summer/breedingBBS: noted in 40% of squares (16/460. 9% in 2023), with max. counts of

6 at Rhudle and 5 at Dalvore (bd¢tid-Argyll). Limited data received, but singing birds reported
at Carse House and Barnakill (bottid-Argyll) and 9 prs RSPB Loch Gruindstay.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excepu(a). Fewer large counts with max. of

110 at Coullabusslayon 1 Sep, 100 Cattaddldayon 1 Nov, 80 atMulRombh 6
19 Dec and 50 at Port Ridgdintyre on 11 Oct. Elsewhere, counts oRQ.

TURTLE DOVE*  Streptopelia turtur

RED LIST RBBP A scarce but almost annual passage migrant. Most frequently recorded
during May and Jun.

Spring Singles were at Tarbeltiraon 17 May and at Conn#&lid-Argyll 25 May.

Autumn Si ngl es wer e nleeaan 20LSerand ahRbrtnBhlauslaylorl 7 Oct.

COLLARED DOVE Streptopelia decaocto

A widespread but sparsely distributed species throughout Argyll usually associated with human
settlement. It is resident at many locations however is mainly a late spring migrant or summer
visitor to some islands.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas. Relatively few reports with max. counts of 37 at
Toberonochy, LuingMid-Argyll on 13 Jan, 24 at Salé&tull on 1 May, 13 at Lochgilpheadid-
Argyll on 3 Jan, 10 at the Woollen Mi8ilayon 2 Jan and 10 at ObMid-Argyll on 21 Jan. Two
remained at Crossapolreethroughout Jan and 5 were there in Feb.

Summer/breedingBBS: noted in 15% of squares (6/46j.6% in 2023), with max. count of 7

at Crossapol Poiriree Noted in all areas in Jun & Jul. Qiree4 prs noted at Loch an Eilein,

2 prs at Crossapol and 2 prs at Ruaig and 4 prs were noted in Ariraglour

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excepEdll/Colonsay/Jurj Max. counts of 43 at
Cullipool, Luing on 6 Oct and 23 at Toberonochy, Luing on 5 Dec (blidhArgyll) onlslay 21
were at Bowmore and 10 at Imeraval on 2 Nov.

WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus

AMBERI SA secretivecondedodersrideatt :|l ow densit
but in | arger numbers on the outer islands.
Winter/spring Reports from most areas exce@b(val/Jurg, with 1-2 in most of 16 sites, with

max. counts of 7 at East Loch Fa@alonsayon 3 Apr and 6 at Ardantrive reedbed, Kerrglid-

Argyll on 9 Jan. Three at Canal LoColl on 11 Apr, with a single also noted on Gidfiatyre

on 2 Mar.

Summer/breedingBirds heard calling in suitable breeding areas from sit€olh(1), Colonsay

(2), Islay (2), Mid-Argyll (1), Mull (2) andTiree(5). Onlslayat least 4 prs at RSPB Loch Gruinart.
Fledged yng seen or heard at the Reef and Loch BhaKapelUp to 6 were on Lunga, Treshnish

Is. Mull in late JunUnder recorded.
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Autumn/winter Reports at 12 sites in all areas excepoliCowal/Jura/North Argyll. Max.
count of 5 at Ardantrive, Kerrefdid-Argyll on 14 Oct and 4 at Dervalull on 17 Dec, with
other reports of -2 birds, incl. one in Cairnbaan garddid-Argyll from 15 Nov-22 Dec.
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CORN CRAKE Crex crex

RED LIST RBBPA localised summer visitor, now breeding mainly on: Coll, Colonsay, lona
(Mull), Islay and Tiree. Following recent conservation activities, a lotgrm decline in
numbers has been reversed, although numbers have been fluctuating recently.

Spring Reports from Coll/Colonsay/Islay/Mull/Tirek First arrivals were at Conisbglay on 6
Apr, lonaMull on 9 Apr, FrieslandColl on 17 Apr, Balephuil (3Yireeon 20 Apr, and Oronsay
and Kiloran (bothColonsay on 22 Apr. Most arrivals were during early May.
Summer/breeding Calling male countsTiree (296), Coll (61), Islay (21), Colonsay/Oronsay
(14), and lonaMull (21). An Argyll total of 413,cf. totals of 429 in 2023, 397 in 2022, 383 in
2021, 416 in 2020, and an Argyll peak of 702 in 2Qiet RSPB).

Autumn/winter A late brood was noted at Rudigeeon 2 Sepwhen a single was also at Salum
Tireeon 2 Sep. One was on lordull on 3 Sep and the last noted ©®nonsayColonsay on 7
Sep.

MOORHEMKal | i nul a chl oropus

AMBERI SA | ocalised, sparsely distributed,
Il sl ay a+#dgiyh | Mi d

Winter/spring Reports from 28 sites excedufa/Kintyre. Most reports of 422 birds and max.
counts of 4 at Kilcheran Loch, Lismaxeorth Argyllon 6 Jan, 4 o€owalon 28 Mar, 4 at Gruinart
Floodslslay on 10 May, 3 at Ballyhogh LodBoll on 12 Apr and 3 at Balnagown Loch, Lismore
North Argyllon 6 Jan.

Summer/breedingBreeding reports fromglay/Mid-Argyll/Mull/North Argyll/Tireg. Onlslay 4
prs at RSPB Loch Gruinart. Mid-Argyll breeding noted at Ardencaple, Seil and young were
reported at NuddntNorth Argyll adpSnith ydumgat Balnagown Loch, Lismore
on 24 Aug and a |jlTireeowd2sSepat Loch ad Phuil
Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excefitdwal/Jura/Kintyrg. All reports of 12 birds from
sites inColl (3), Colonsay(1), Islay (5), Mid-Argyll (2), North Argyll (1) andTiree (1). Max.
count of 4 on the Ulva Lagoordid-Argyll on 19 Aug.Generally, under recorded in some
mainland regions.

COOT#ulica atra
A former scarce and irregular breeder and
Winter A 1cy was at Loch Rhiaghaifireeon 910 Dec and remained to the year end.

LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis

A local breeder in small numbers: widespread in sheltered coastal waters in winter with
concentrations at Loch Etive, North Argyll and at Loch Sween, Madgyll.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas excemu(a). Most reports from sites inCowal/Mid-
Argyll/Mull/North Argyll). Max. counts of 10 at Loch Crer&orth Argyllon 11 Mar and 7 at
Loch CraignishiMid-Argyll on 15 Jan. Many coastal sites hel8 birds.

Breeding BBS: noted in 2.5% of squares (1/46).2.9% in 2023). Limited breeding data, present
on many suitable lochs, but no broods reported. 1 pr bred at RSPB Loch Gruinart Reésgrve
Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excepua). Max. counts of 23 at Loch Peallaktull

on 8 Aug, 14 at Loch Crerasiorth Argyllon 14 Dec, 11 at West Loch TarbKihtyreon 18 Nov,

11 at Loch Craignish on 14 Nov and 9 at Knipoch, Loch Feochan on 14 Sep/{degrgyll).
Elsewhere, counts of8&.
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GREAT CRESTED GREBE* Podiceps cristatus

An uncommon winter and passage visitor with8lrecords annually since 1984 and recorded

in all months except Jun

Winter/spring One was at Loch Leathawid-Argyll on 9 Jan, 2 were off Strone Point on 14 Jan,
5 off Blairmore, Loch LongCowalon 18 Jan, 1 &Coédwal orHouFel, @ ofd s
ArdentinnyCowalon 8 Feb, 2 at Loch na Kelslull on 15 Feb and 1 off Uiskentuie, Loch Indaal

Islayon 15 Feb.

Autumn/winter Two were at West Loch Tarbdfintyre on 14 Oct.

SLAVONIAN GREBE Podiceps auritus

RED LIST RBBP A regular winter and passage visitor to sea lochs and sounds: occasionally
on inland waters. The Sound of Gigha, Loch na Keal, Mull and Loch Indaal, Islay are sites of
national importance for wintering birds.

Winter/spring Reports from Cowal/lslay/Kintyre/MidArgyll/Mull/North Argyll). Max. counts

in each region of 20 at Loch Inddalay on 24 Feb, 18 at the Sound of Gigtiatyre on 10 Jan,

11 at Loch Caolispomlid-Argyll on 10 Jan and 21 at Loch na Ké&&lll on 29 Jan & 14 Mar, 2

at Ardmuckinish BayNorth Argyllon 3 Jan. A single was at Blairmore Farm, Loch LQuagval

on 14 Jan. The last noted in spring was at Loch nalaHlon 28 Apr.

Autumn/winter Reports from IslayKintyre/Mid-Argyll/Mull/Tiree). First arrival was of 1 at
Toberonochy, LuingMid-Argyll on 6 Sep. Max. counts in each region of 26 at Loch Ind&st

on 13 Oct, 31 at the Sound of GigKantyre on 12 Dec, 8 at Loch Caolispadvtid-Argyll on 23
Dec, 12 at Loch na Kedlull on 9 Dec and a single diireeat Loch Bhasapol on 11 Nov.

OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus ostralegus

AMBER LIST A widespread and common breeding species: in all recording areas. Flocks
congregate at favoured locations outside the breeding season and numbers often rise noticeably
during spring and autumn passage.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas. Max. counts of 440 (across five sitegireaon 19 Feb,
237 at the Holy LociCowal on 15 Jan, 215 at Loch Gildid-Argyll on 15 Jan, 214 at Loch
Gruinart on 8 Mar and 124 at Loch Indaal on 22 May (lslthy), 190 at Loch na Kedlull on 6
Feb and 100 at Orons&polonsayon 10 Apr.

Summer/breedingBBS: noted in 30% of squares (12/460. 9% in 2023), with max. counts of
31 at Crossapol Poirfftireeand 30 at Port Mo€olonsay.On Islay 37 prs at RSPB Oa Reserve
and 9 prs at RSPB Loch Gruinart. @oll 88 prs at RSPB Totronald reserve andlinee first
chicks noted on 24 M4 $9pra noted an thé TrestthishAsh, and 21l prs
on OronsayColonsay

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas. Max. counts of 336 at Campbeltown Kodlre on 17
Nov, 293 at Loch GilpMid-Argyll on 17 Nov, 211 at Loch Gruinavh 13 Dec and 203 at Loch
Indaal on 1 Nov (botkslay), 168 at Port Antid-Argyll on 10 Oct, 129 at Blairmore, Loch Long
Cowalon 3 Oct, 119 at Scallastle B&Mull on 22 Sep and 110 on Orondaglonsayon 28 Aug.

LAPWING Vanellus vanellus

RED LIST A localised breeder and widespread wintering species: numbers highest on Tiree
and Islay.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas excegti(a). Highest nos offireeandlslay. Max. counts

of 2,315 onTireeall island counts on 120 Feb, 1,200 at RSPB Loch Gruinkstay on 3 Jan,

320 at Machrihanish Wat&intyreon 30 Jan, 160 at Orons@plonsayon 21 Feb, 126 at Smaull
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Islayon 20 Feb and 102 at Fiddstull on 10 Feb. In other areas, max. counts of 82 at Breachacha
CastleColl on 12 Feb, 48 at Rhunahaoridityre on 9 Feb, 46 at LagganulWull on 7 Feb, 43

at Tobernochy, Luing/lid-Argyll on 22 Feb an@ at Loch TullaNorth Argyllon 12 May.
Summer/breedingBBS: noted in 20% of squares (8/46j.(8% in 2023), with max. counts of

28 at Crossapol Poirffireeand 12 at Oronsa§olonsay Cliad Coll and FidderMull. OnTiree

44 prs in the wetland compartments on The Reef and first chick noted on 4 M&plI@d prs

on Totronald reserve. OBolonsay(exc. Oronsay29 prs and 50 prs at RSPB Oronsefy 25 &

41 prs in 2023). Otslay 151 prs at RSPB Loch Gruinadf(149 prs in 2023), 3 prs at RSPB Oa
Reservedf. 1 prin 2023) and prs at Machir Bay and Ballinaby.Mid-Argyll at least 2 prs at
Add Est/Moine Mhorand 1 pr at Torbhlaren. Qviull prs reported at Kinlochspelve (3), Loch
Buie (2), Croggan (1+) and McKinnonds Cave
Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excepgtia/North Argyl). Max. counts of 2,470 ofiree

all island counts on 1011 Dec, 940 at RSPB Loch Gruinart on 30 Oct and 172 at Loch Indaal
the same day (botislay), 132 at Breachacha B&pll on 13 Dec, 140 ofolonsayon 1 Oct, 97

at RhunahaorinKintyreon 10 Dec and 66 at Cornalstay on 11 Dec. Elsewhere, counts of up

to 55 birds.

GOLDEN PLOVER Pluvialis apricaria

AMBERLIST A moderate but probably decreasing number breed on moorland in several parts
of Argyll. Large numbers are present at traditional sites by the coast in winter, also during
spring and autumn passage, especially on Islay, Tir@egd Mull.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas exce@dwal/Jurg. Mid-winter numbers lower ofiree

with only 1,360 there on 112 Jan during a cold spell but increasing to 5,750 at The Riesf

on 17 Apr. Onislay 1,500 at RSPB Loch Gruinart on 3 Jan declining to 300 on 8 M&olamsay

500 on Oronsay on 19 Apr. 160 were at Machrihanish Wiitglyre on 30 Jan, 130 at Fidden
Mull on 28 Apr, 111 at Totronal@oll on 26 Apr and 91 at Aird Luinilid-Argyll on 13 Jan.
Elsewhere, counts were ofaD birds.

Summer/breeding Casual reports, and under recorded, in likely upland breeding areas, with
reports from sites iMid-Argyll (2), Mull (1) andNorth Argyll (1).

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas exce@dwal/North Argyl). Birds were arriving back in

Jul e.g. 22 at Sandaigreeon 1 Jul and 40+ at Ardmeanaetull on 22 Jul. Max. counts of 2,180
onTireeall island count on Q1 Dec, 1,720 at Loch Gruinddlay on 30 Oct, 125 at Achnahard
Mull on 12 Dec and 120 ddolonsayon 1 Oct. Elsewhere, counts of 35 birds.

AMERICAN GOLDEN PLOVER*  Pluvialis dominica

A rare autumn visitor. 36+ records, all 2002022 and mostly from Tiree.

Autumn Two 2cy+ birds were found at Middletdrireeon 9 Sep and subsequently in other west
Tiree locations, with one bird remaining until 22 Sep and the other bird last seen on 6 Oct [J.
Bowler et all. Both records were accepted by the ABRC.

GREY PLOVER Pluvialis squatarola

AMBER LIST An uncommon passage migrant, recorded most frequently in Kintyre and on the
islands: also, a winter visitor in small numbers, mostly on Islay and Tiree.

Winter/spring Most reports fronislay where 14 at Loch Gruinadn 4 Jan, with 10 there on 5
Mar, 3 at Gartbreckn7 Jan, 2 Saluriireeon 13 Mar , el sewher @reea si
on 24 May.
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Autumn/winter First reports; 2 at Loch Guinaglay on 30 Aug. Max. and higher counts; 27 at
Loch Gruinartslayon 13 Dec. Elsewhere, 2 at Gartbréslayon 30 Oct, 1 at Machrihanish SBO
Kintyreon 10 Sep, 2 at DanMdid-Argyll on 8 Nov & 4 Dec, and a single at Gott BEyeeon 7
Nov.

= 3

Ringed PloverKintyre May © Jo Goudie

RINGED PLOVER Charadriushiaticula

RED LIST A widespread and fairly common breeding species: present throughout the year.
Flocks congregate at favoured locations outside the breeding season and especially on passage.
Winter/spring Reports from all areas. Winter max. counts of 660 across 4 sifEsemon 29

Jan with max. of 260 at Sorobaidh Bay, 70 on Oroi@&apnsayon 12 Feb, 60 at Loch Gruinart
Islayon 3 Jan and 39 at Rhunahaorin&tyre on 10 Jan. Modest spring passage from-Aja

- late May: onlslay max. count of 177 at Loch Gruinart on 15 Apr andTaree 425 (across 3
sites) on 15 May and max. site count of 190 at Ruaig on 15 May. Elsewhere, 60 at LddhlDon

on 19 May, 50 on Oronsa@olonsayon 7 Apr and 40 at Cliad Bagoll on 10 Apr and 40 at
Machrihanish SBQKintyre on 27 May.

Breeding BBS: noted in 12.5% of squares (5/48]). 0% in 2023), with max. counts of 34 at
Killinallan Pointlslay and 31 at Crossapol Poifiree Probable breeding found in all areas. On
Islay 4 prs at RSPB Oa Reserve and 1 pr at RSPB Smaull reserve &udl 44 prs on RSPB
Totronald reserve. First yng noted on 21 May at CrossEpe¢

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas. Return passage increased from early Aug. Max. counts
of 605 (across 2 sites) driree on 23 Sep, 340 at Ardnadrocidull on 8 Nov, 300 at Loch
Gruinartlslay on 24 Aug, 150 at Campbeltown LoBlintyre on 4 Nov, 134 at Rhunahaorine Pt
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Kintyre on 23 Aug, 73 at FiddeMull on 17 Nov and 70 at Kilbride Ba§owal on 21 Sep.
Elsewhere, counts of up to 80 birds.

DOTTEREL* Charadrius morinellus

RED LIST RBBP A scarce migrant, mostly seen in late Apr and May. There are occasional
breeding records in North Argyll.

Spring Three were Rhuba na Lice, KerrdWiéd-Argyll on 20 Apr, 1 was at Beinn a' Bhuiridh (E)
North Argyllon 25 Apr and at Druim Mor, Oronsayolonsayon 29 Apr.

Whimbrel Islay May © David Dinsley

WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus

RED LIST RBBPA regular passage migrant: usually in small numbers and mainly on the
islands. More frequent in spring (ApMay) than in autumn (JutOct) and is recorded regularly

in summer but rarely in winter.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas exce@dll/Jura). Reports of wintering birds: a single at
Machrihanish Linksintyreon 30 Jan, 4 at Loch Gruinadsiayon 9 Feb and 1 at Loch Craignish
Mid-Argyll on 7 Mar. First migrants; singles at Dervadgll on 7 Apr, at Loch GilgMid-Argyll

and Garmony Pvull on 8 Apr, at SaleMull on 9 Apr and at Traigh BHiireeon 11 Apr and 2

at CladdacHslay on 12 Apr, after which reports more widespread. Heaviest passage was in late
Apr - early May when notable couritec. 147 at Rocksidislayon 3 May, 55 oiTireeon 6 May,

51 at KilliechronanMull on 29 Apr, 20 at Machrishanish SBntyre on 21 Apr and 17 at
OronsayColonsayon 25 Apr. Thereafter, most counts were fewer than 10, t8gnifs lingered

into early Jul at sites i€@olonsay/Islay/Kintyre/MidArgyll/Mull/Tiree.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excefidll/Colonsay/Jurq First return passage on 8 Jul
when 28 at Machir Baislay, then singles at Ardnave Lodslay on 13 Jul, at Calgariull on

19 Jul and 3 at Port Rigkintyreon 21 JuuNu mber s generally | ow wi:
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Tireeon 28 Aug, 8 > S at Frenchmands Rocks on
Islay) and 5 at Treshnisklull on 29 Sep. In Sep & Oct all other reports & birds with late
singles at Loch DoMull on 22 Oct and Loch LaicNorth Argyllon 28 Oct and a wintering bird

at SalerMull on 6 Nov.

EURASIAN CURLEW Numenius arquata

RED LIST An increasingly rare breeding species in suitable habitat: more numerous on
passage and in winter. All breeding records of this declining species are welcome.

Winter/spring Reports from all areadax. counts of 171 at RSPB Loch Gruinkstay on 9 Feb,

167 at the HolyCowal on 12 Feb, 150 at An Carn, Orons@plonsayon 1 Jan, 123 at
KiliechronanMullon 7 Feb, 10 5Tireebn 1B Beb, 86 ahMid Ardgn@awalbdn

18 Feb and 65 at Rhunahaoriimtyre on 9 Feb and 55 at Balindéreeon 12 Jan. Elsewhere,
counts of 150 birds and most counts ofl6. Most birds had departed wintering areas by-mid
Mar.

Summer/breedingLimited data and under reported from upland areads@ag17 prs at RSPB

Loch Gruinart, 4 prs at RSPB Oa Reserve and 1 nest found at Cornabus, but no other breedinc
reports, however birds in suitable upland areaduf in late Apr-May.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas. Return passage fromJuide.g. 88 at Loch Gruinart
Islayon 21 Jul, building to 152 on 27 Jul and 110 at Sandantyreon 27 Jul and 4
Phuill Tireeon 3 Aug. Max. counts of 239 at Loch Gruinkstaly on 20 Sep, 160 ofiree(at two

sites) on 4 Oct, 137 at the Holy Lo€lowalon 10 Aug, 97 at Campbeltown Lostintyre on 17

Nov, 70 at Mid ArdyneCowalon 27 Nov, 66 at Loch Doklull on 2 Sep, 65 at Loch Crin&id-

Argyll on 21 Sep and 61 at Machir Bisjay on 4 Nov. Elsewhere, counts ofD birds but most
counts of 115.
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BAR-TAILED GODWIT Limosa lapponica

AMBER LIST A mainly autumn migrant and winter visitor: the largest numbers occurring on
Islay. Birds are also regular on Tiree and at a few other island and mainland sites.
Winter/spring/summer Reports from all areas exce@d]l/Cowal/Jurg. Max. counts of 970 at
Loch Gruinartlslay on 2 Jan, 87 at two sites direeon 26 Feb, 58 on Orons&@polonsayon 21
Feb, 22 at Loch DoMull on 23 Mar and 17 at Loch GiMid-Argyll on 7 Jan. Elsewhere, counts
of 1-12 birds. On passage, 84 passage birds were at Gofiimon 31 May, 58 at Eilean nan
Ron, OronsayColonsayon 12 Jun, and up to 100 birds remained during Juislagand 70 at
Gott BayTireeon 25 Jun and with-2 notedelsewhere.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excepti(a). Returning birds noted from early Jul when
41 (inc. 3 in sum. plum.) were at Gott Baiyeeon 8 Jul, also at Loch Gruinddlay where nos.
rose to 204 on 15 Jul and 20 >S at the Cairns of @alllon 20 Jul. Max. counts of 436 at Loch
Gruinartlslayon 7 Nov, 68 at Gott Bayireeon 6 Sep, 40 at An Carn, Orongaglonsayon 23

& 30 Oct, 32 at Scallastle Bayiull on 22 Sep, 13 at Loch GiMid-Argyll from 16 Nov and 12
at Loch CreramNorth Argyllon 14 Dec. Elsewhere, counts 69 birds.

BLACK -TAILED GODWIT Limosa limosaslandica

RED LIST RBBPA regular passage migrant, especially on Islay, Tiree and south Kintyre with
occasional winter records. Most Argyll records have been presumed to relate to the Icelandic
race L .l islandica but at least one individual of the nominate race L. |. limdses been
identified (a bird leg flagged as a chick in The Netherlands and seen on Tiree in 2009).
Winter/spring/summerReports from all areas exceptia/Kintyre/North Argyl) during a strong
passage. Wintering birds reported during-Bab when 12 at Loch Gruinarislay and 2 at
Killiechronan Mull on 7 Feb. First arrival of migrants; 1 at Crossapibee on 8 Mar, 2 at
Breachacha Bagoll on 11 Mar, then 15 at Gruinddlayon 29 Mar and 36 at
Tireeon 30 Mar. Nos increased diireein early Apr with a total of 83 on 11 Apr, rising to 190

on 18 Apr and then 1,499 on 19 Apr when 420 at Loch Riaghain and 385 at Vaul. Most had left
by 23 Apr when only 49 were went. At RSPB Loch Gruinalglay numbers rose from 64 on 14

Apr, to 155 on 17 Apr and peaked at 324 on 19 Apr, aldslap23 were at Cornabus on 21 Apr.
Elsewhere, counts of 70 on Oronsagionsayon 22 Apr, 18 at Loch GilMid-Argyll on 30 Apr,

4 onMull and 1 juv at Toward REowalon 23 Apr. Later 16 were at Heylipblreeon 6 May, 15

wer e at L olceeona dMayRuhdulB &t Loch Davull on 18 May, and other small
groups seen orCplonsay/Islay/Mull/Tirepwhere a few a few lingered into Jun

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas exce@dlonsay/Jura/North Argyllduring a moderate
passage. First arrivals of returning adults inc., 35 >SW at sea®délbbn 20 Jul, 16 at Loch
Gruinartislayon 22 Jul f ol l owe dlireegn 7 BUg). Rettrning pvs.moteald P
from 17 Aug wi t hliree.Maxtcouhtoof H ofiréeorP1hSefd incl55 juv. at
Meningie, 50 at Uiskentuilslayon 17 Aug and 16 at Caliach ull on 23 Aug. Elsewhere, area

max. counts of 4 at Add Ed¥lid-Argyll on 24 Aug, 1+ at the Holy LocBowalon 25 Sep and 1

at Machrihanish SB®&intyreon 19 Jul & 18 Aug. During NoDec, singles were seen diree

at Balephetrish Bay on wden®% @3vDea @Qridlayagto 14 wereh a o
seen at Loch Gruinart or®2Nov, with 3 there on 18 Nov, but only one present on 30 Dec.

TURNSTONE Arenaria interpres

AMBERLIST A common and widespread passage migrant and winter visitor: mainly from mid
Jul to early Jun. Midsummer records are not unusual.
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Winter/spring/summerReports from all areas excepti(a) of 1-30. Most high counts were from
Tireeand max. counts there of 185 at Balephetrish Bay on 24 Jan, 125 at The Reef on 7 Feb, anc
118 at Ruaig on 6 Mar. Elsewhere, 144 at Oror3alpnsayon 12 Feb, 61 at Loch na Kedull

on 14 Mar, 60 at Gartbredklay on 7 Jan, 47 at Campbeltown LoKmtyre on 20 Mar, 46 at
DunoonCowalon 18 Jan and 32 at Oban Bdyd-Argyll on 11 Feb.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas. Small nos., of summering birds were still present at some
sites when returning birds were arriving. The first were natédbch SpelvéMull on 3 Jul. Max.

counts of 200 offireeon 30 Sep, 133 at CampbeltoWintyre on 17 Nov, 66 at DunooBGowal

on 16 Sep, 65 at Ardnauslay on 31 Oct, 53 at Scarisdale Rtull on 9 Nov, 45 at Oronsay
Colonsayon 16 Oct and 30 at Oban Biiid-Argyll on 1 Oct.

KNOT Calidris canutus

AMBER LIST An uncommon passage migrant: mostly in autumn, and mainly on Islay and
south Kintyre. A few winter, mainly on Islay, and occasional birds occur in summer.
Winter/spring/summer Reports in winter from onlyGolonsay/Islay/Kintyre/MidArgyll). Low
numbers at Loch Gruinaglaywhere max. of 20 on 12 Jan. Elsewhere, 12 at The SGalwhsay

on 22 Mar, 5 at Machrihanish SBKntyreon 7 Jan, 12 at Ceann Loch Caolispditi-Argyll on

27 Jan and singles driree at Gott Bay on 13 Feb and Balephetrish Bay oi22MMar. 17 were

at Traigh nam Bar€olonsayon 3 Apr and one was at Aros Bgtll on 1416 Apr. Very small
spring passage noted of birdsKintyreandTireg inc. red adults, between-PI1L May, with max.

of 10 at Gott BayTiree on 15 May and 6 at Traigh Bhagfiree on 20 May and singles at
Machrihanish SBintyreon 11 May, and at L o diheeands Nay.ui | |
In summer, a few birds noted, with three at Loch Indislaly on 12 Jun and singles driree at
Loch aé Phuil!l on 11 Jun and Gott Bay on 1
Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excepta/North Argyl). First returning birds noted in
Jul when 4 were at Loch Crin&tid-Argyll on 10 Jul. On 20 Jul, 8>S past the Cairns of Coll

and 15 were at Loch Gruindslay. Followed by passage from milig when 10 on londull

on 15 Aug and 11 at Gruinart Flooldtayon 24 Aug. Area max. counts of 5 on Oron€ajonsay

on 23 Oct, 1 at Holy LocliCowal on 15 Sep, 172 at Loch Gruindslay on 21 Oct, singles at
Machrihanish SBXKintyreon 5 & & Nov, shgles at Loch Gilp on 16 Sep and Danna on 5 Oct
(both Mid-Argyll), 4 at KilliechronanMull on 18 Oct and singles at Triagh Bhi on 21 Sep and
Gott Bay on 27 Sep (bofhiree). Birds had generally departed Argyll by la@et, with only 7
remaining at Loch Gruinatslay on 18 Nov.

RUFF Philomachus pugnax

RED LIST RBBP An uncommon passage migrant with most records in autumn.

Spring Few seen on passage, but@all one was at Breachacha on 7 May, and other reports
fromTireewhere the first were 2 at Balevullin o
May.

Summer/breedingBreeding activity was noted, locations withheld, with up to 12 different males
and at least 1 female, with breeding thought very likely, but unsuccessful.

Autumn/winter Reports from onlylélay/Tireg. Onlslay singles at Loch Indaan 19 Aug, at
Cornabus on 29 Aug, and 4 were at Gruinart Floods on 24 Aug and there was a late juv. there on
25-30 Oct. OnTiree single juvs. were at The Reef on 26 Aug, at Middleton on 27 Aug and
Bal evulin on 9 Sep, and numbers peaked with
on 13 Sep, with fewer until end of Sep with a last juv. male at Barrapol on 28 Oct.
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CURLEW SANDPIPER* Calidris ferruginea

AMBER LIST A scarce but annual passage migramost records in autumn.

Spring/summer Two were at LochdomMull on 16 May and 2 were at Druim Mor, Oronsay
Colonsayon 23 May.

Autumn One was at Balino@ireewith Golden Plovers on 23 Od. less than average show this
year.

>

Sanderling Kintyre June © Ewan Uruhart

SANDERLING Calidris alba

AMBER LIST A mainly passage migrant, most numerous in Islay, south Kintyre, and Tiree.
Regular wintering is confined to Coll, Colonsay, Islay and Tiree. A few daneeders occur on

the islands in summer.

Winter/spring/summer Reports from all areas excepEdqwal/Jura/MidArgyll/North Argyll).

Good numbers wintering chireewith 480 found on 29 Jan and 460 on 12 Feb. Passage peaked
on 11 Apr when 730 were at Balephetrish Bay, with numbers dropping by late May. Elsewhere,
max. counts onslay of 60 at Ardnave on 4 Jan, 142 on Oron€ajonsayon 12 Feb and 54 at
Machrihanish SBXintyreon 17 May. The last birds had moved through Argyll by-tid, with

larger numbers than usual e.g. 194Toree on 9 Jun, 16 on lonMull on 10 din and 36 at
BreachachaColl on 10 Jun. Departing/arriving birds were difficult to separate but 3 were at
Machrihanish SBQKintyre on 25 Jun and 7 at Kirkapdireeon 30 Jun.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excegti(a) with first returning birds oTireeon 1 Jul

where max. counts of 303 on the four main beaches on 26 Aug and 305 there on 22 Oct. The
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proportion of juvs. peaked at 29.4% on 23 Sepl€hay 575 were at Loch Gruinart on 29 Aug
and 140 at Eilean Nostaig on 24 Nov. Elsewhere, high counts of 69 at Machrihanistir$Be
on 18 Dec, 60 at An Carn, Orons@plonsayon 30 Oct, 46 at Ardalanish B&yull on 29 Aug
and 30 at Feall Bagoll on 30 Aug. On other areas, 15 were at Benderbatth Argyllon 28
Aug, 5 at Loch GilgMid-Argyll on 27 Aug and 4 were at Kilbride B&owalon 21 Sep.

DUNLIN Calidris alpina

RED LIST A very localised breeding species mainly on Tiree. Numbers are highest on passage
but large numbers winter on Islay and Tiree with smaller numbers elsewhere.
Winter/spring/summerReports from all areas excepti(a). Nos generally low outwitlslayand

Tiree Max. winter counts of 663 at Loch Gruinkstayon 12 Jan and 290 at Sorobaidh Béage

on 27 Jan. Offiree passage peaked on 9 May when 450 were present across 3 sitedslag on
1,285 were at Loch Gruinart on 12 May. Elsewhere, peak counts of 56 at Ardminish Bay, Gigha
Kintyre on 2 Mar, 54 at Machrihanish SBKntyre on 21 May, 46 at Orons&golonsayon 30

Apr, 42 at DannMid-Argyll on 26 May and 4@t Loch DonMull on 19 May. All other counts of

1-34 birds. Most had moved through by late May but on 9 Jun, 28 late birds were at Arnabost
Coll, 80 onTireeon 10 Jun and 15 on loh&ull on 14 Jun.

Breeding On Tiree 25 singing males in the wetland compartments at The Reef. Singing males
noted at 5 other sites in May and small numbers of fledged young at 3 sites in Jul. Birds were
noted at 2 inland sites Morth Argyllin early May.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excefidll/Jura). Return passage noted from 1 Jul when

34 were at Gott Bayiree followed by 45 at Gruinafslay on 22 Jul, then increasing in Aug
when 320 at Gott Bayireeon 9 Aug, 480 at Loch Gruinaslay on 24 Aug, and elsewhere 50

at Ulva LagoonaMid-Argyll on 22 Aug, 42 at Loch Crinallid-Argyll on 18 Aug and 42 at
Rhunahaorine PKintyreon 23 Aug. At Killinallanlslay 415 were present on 7 Nov and 92 were
present across 2 sites diteeon 12 Dec. Elsewdre, 60 at Loch DoMull on 19 Dec, was the

only count over 50 birds.

PURPLE SANDPIPER Calidris maritima

RED LIST RBBP A widely, but sparsely, distributed winter migrant along rocky coasts from
Sep to May.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas exce@d]l/Jura/Mid-Argyll/North Argyll). Max. counts

of 55 at Balephetrish Bayiree on 2629 Jan, 25 at Dunoo@owal on 18 Janand 20 at
Machrihanish SBXXintyreon 6 Jan & 6 Mar and 14 at Ardnalgtay on 4 Jan. Last report was
of 12 at Treshnish Islull on 27 Apr.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas exce@dll/Jura/North Argyl). First report of returning
birds was of three at West Hyni$ireeon 4 Oct. Reports received from 11 sites in-Det with
max. counts of 15 at Duno@owalon 8 Nov and 14 at Machrihanish SB{htyre on 5 Dec.

LITTLE STINT*  Calidris minuta

A scarce but annual passage migrant, with the majority of records in autumn.

Spring An adult was at An Fhaodhdiireeon 12 Jun.

Autumn Two 1cy (juvs) were at Carnain, Loch Indéslay on 2 Sep increasing to 4 juvs there
on 3 Sep and a juv was at Gott BEyeeon 21 SepA less than average show.
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BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER* Tryngites subruficolus

RBBP A rare spring and scarce autumn visitor. At least 43 records of up to 57 birds since the
firstin 1971.

Autumn A 1cy (juv) was at RuaiJireeon 19- 26 Sep [K. Gillon, J. Bowler]. Dickson,N.
Wall]. Record was accepted by the ABRC.

PECTORAL SANDPIPER* Calidris melanotos

A scarce mainly autumn visitor. At least 74+ records.

Spring One was at Druim Mor, Orons&polonsayon 28 Apr [M. Vaughan].

Autumn One photographed in flight (unaged) was at Gan@otbnsayon 29 Sep [R. Ahmed].
Bothrecords were accepted by the ABRC.

WOODCOCK Scolopax rusticola

RED LIST A widespread, but probably under recorded breeder. Numbers are augmented in
winter by immigrants from Scandinavia and other parts of Scotland. A small proportion of
native birds leave for Ireland and possibly elsewhere. Roding birds are under recordedlland
records are welcome for this species, which is believed to have declined as a breeding species
in Argyll, for the National Survey in 2023.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas exce@dll/Jura/North Argyl). Generally, 12 birds from
across 36 Argyll sites in Jalpr with max. counts: 9 at Bealach nan Smwalon 11 Jan, 6 at
Loch Gruinartislay on 26 Feb and 5 at Quinidiull on 17 Jan. Considerable numbers are still
shot in winter in some areas, but no details are available.

Summer/breedingLimited data received, with reports from only 5 sitessiay (1), Mid-Argyll

(1) andMull (3) of birds in May. OnColonsayduring the BTO Woodcock Survey at Colonsay
Ho. & woodland area no Woodcock were found, the first time since recording began.
Autumn/winter Only one report Jul Sep; one Linndhu Hougddull on 13 Aug. Thereafter,

reports from all areas excepEdll/Jura/Kintyre/North Argyl) First report was of one at Loch
Gruinartlslay on 20 Oct followed by one @alephetrish HillTireeon 22 Oct, then other reports

of other singles ofslay andTireein Oct. In Nov, only 14 reports across Argyll o#lbirds with
max. counts of 5 at Garvaf@blonsayon 17 Nov. In Dec only 6 reports: with 8 at Cornabus, Oa
Islay on 30 Dec, 6 at Creag Mhtslay on 26 Dec, 6 at Moine Mhavlid-Argyll on 17 Dec and
singles at Balephuil Tiree on 8, 14 & 26 Dec.

JACK SNIPE Lymnocryptes minimus

A scarce autumn passage migrant and winter visitor, which is greatly under recorded: most
records are from Islay, MidArgyll, and Tiree.

Winter/spring All reports of singles from sites islay (2), Kintyre (1), Mull (1) andTiree (3)
except of 2 at Ballinabislay on 16 Jan and 3 at RSPB Oa Resésiay on 17 Jan. Most reports

by month with 6 (6 birds) in Mar, then 4 in Jan and 3 in Feb. Last report of 1 at CMiigichn

17 Mar.

Autumn/winter Very few reports. Only singles noted at Tarhrntaon 23 Sep, at Torra on 19
Oct, at Kinnabus 084 Oct, at Loch Gruinart on 6 Nov and at Ardnave on 24 Novglaly) and
Cuin, DervaigMull on 20 Dec.Underreported; all records welcome.
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Common SnipeMid-Argyll January © Jim Dickson
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SNIPE Gallinago gallinago

AMBER LIST A widespread and locally common breeding species: particularly on the outer
islands. Higher numbers occur on passage and as winter visitors: mainly on the islands.
Winter/spring Reports from all areas excepu(a). Max. counts of 23 at Cuin, Dervdidull on

4 Feb, 19 at KnocMull on 11 Mar and 14 at Caliadfiull on 20 Feb & 12 Mar, 14 at Loch
Finlagganislay on 15 Mar and 12 at Lussa Lo#lintyre on 11 Mar. Otherwise counts of1D
birds.

Summer/breedin@@BS: noted in 25% of BBS squares (10/4€f) 85% in 2023), with max. count

of 3 on OronsayColonsay Singing/displaying counts; dslay with 65 at RSPB Loch Gruinart
and 8+ at RSPB Oa Reserve, 3 on RSPB Oronsay reGefeasay,on Tiree 77 at The Reef
wetland compartments on 20 May and 15 Ters at TotrdDald Few other counts but reported
from all areas excepd(ra). First chicks noted on Tiree on 5 Jun.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excepta/North Argyl). Good nos offireefrom early
Sepwith max. count of 80 at Hynish on 20 Sep and est. of 250+ on the island. Other high counts
of 19 flying south off Calgary Portoll on 28 Aug and 14 at Gartbred&lay on 30 Oct.
Elsewhere, reports of up to 6 birds.

RED-NECKED PHALAROPE* Phalaropus lobatus

RED LIST RBBPA very rare breeding species and irregular passage migrant.
Spring/breedingBirds were noted at confidential breeding sites between 15 May and end Jul. 14
breeding males present at 6 sitehich reared at least 13 broods. Also noedolourringed
individual ringed as a chick on Fetlar, Shetland in 2022 (also present on Fetlar in 2023),

GREY PHALAROPE* Phalaropus fulicarius

Irregular passage migrant particularly associated with autumn gal€are in winter and
spring.

Autumn In Kintyre 1 was at the MachrihanisBBO on 10 SepOn Tiree 2 >W off Aird on 11

Sep and 2 >SW off Hynish on 14 Sep. One was at sea off Eilean Musdile, LiNortiieArgyll

on 3 Oct. OrMull 1 was by the roadside nr Achleck on 21 Oct and 1 was at the Sound of Mull
off Tobermory on 7 Nov.

COMMON SANDPIPER Actitis hypoleucos

AMBER LIST A widespread and common breeding summer visitor and spring and autumn
passage migrant in small numbers: occasional midhter records.

Winter No records.

Spring Reports from all areas. First arrivals21lweeks earlier than 2023, with singles at
Craighousd&uraon 21 Mar, mouth of River Bislull on 31 Mar, CroggaMull on 3 Apr, Ormsary
and Loch Feochan (botHid-Argyll) on 7 Apr, Keil, Southendintyre on 10 Apr, Finart Bay
Cowalon 11 Apr, and Laggan Bdglayon 12 Apr. Reports widespread by late Apr. Max. counts
of 10 at Loch Ba on 9 May, 12 at Gorsten on 8 May and 10 at Fidden on 25 Mijulaland

11 at Machrihanish SB®&intyre on 25 May and 8 at Loch Tulldorth Argyllon 12 May.
Summer/breedig BBS: noted in 22.5% of squares (9/4@f, 21% in 2023), with max. count of

6 at Carraig Fhadislay. Limited data. Orislay 25prs were at RSPB Oa Reserve. Oree 17+

prs in MayJul, 14 AOTs found o€olonsay and 2 prs at Kilmartin gravel gilid-Argyll on 23
Jun. Max. counts of 20 at Loch SpeMeill on 10 Jun and 12 on return passage at the Add Est
Mid-Argyll on 18 Jul and 9 at Machrihanish SBGntyre on 13 Jul.
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Autumn/winter Reports from Cowal/lslay/Kintyre/MidArgyll/Mull). Max. count of 8 at
Machrihanish SBXXintyre on 4 Aug. Generally,-B birds at other sites, with 17 reports in Aug
and 6 in Sep, with the last, a single, at SMeti on 27 Oct.

b

Common SandpiperMid-Argyll July © Jim Dickso

GREEN SANDPIPER* Tringa ochropus

AMBERLIST RBBPA scarce, but almost annual passage migrant, with majority of records in
autumn.

Winter/spring Three reported near Linn Dhu House, nr Toberniuyl on 18 Feb.

Autumn One was at Loch Kinnabus, @day on 15 Aug and. at The ReeTireeon 30 Aug.

REDSHANK Tringa totanus

AMBER LIST A localised breeder, mainly on the islands: widespread passage migrant and
wintering species.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas excepti(a). Widespread at coastal sites, usually @0L
birds. Max. winter counts of 134 at RSPB Loch Gruinsldy on 8 Mar, 52 at the Holy Loch
(Cowal) on 15 Jan, 35 at Machrihanish SB@tyre on 6 Jan and 28 at Loch Laittorth Argyll

on 26 Mar. Little spring passage noted in Apr with 28 at LaggarMBalyon 14 Apr, 25 at Loch
RiaghainTireeon 19 Apr and 28 at Traigh Bhagireeon 22 Apr the only notable groups.
Summer/breedingLimited breeding data received. @stay 114 prsat RSPB Loch Gruinaand

13 prs at RSPB Smaull. Oriree 46 prs at The Reef wetland compartments on 12 Jun, and on
Coll 43 prs on RSPB Totronald reserve. Oalonsaythere were 9 Ters (exc. Oronsay) and 23
prs on Oronsagolonsay There were 4 Ters. at Crinan Maddgl-Argyll. The first hatched young
were noted at Balinabiglay on 15 May and oifireeon 24 May.

58



Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excef@dll). Autumn passage light with 30 at the Add
Est/Loch CrinarMid-Argyll on 18 Aug and 30 at Clachan Mdireeon 9 Sep the largest flocks
noted. Max. winter counts of 112 at Loch Gruirlalay on 29 Oct and 47 at Loch na Keaull

on 29 Dec. Elsewhere, 32 Campbeltown L&gftyreon 17 Nov, 30 at Loch GilMid-Argyll on
18 Nov and 24 at West Loch TarbKittyre on 18 Nov. Widespread counts of up to 24 birds.

WOOD SANDPIPER* Tringa glareola

AMBER LIST RBBPA scarce passage migrant and raneregular breeder: recorded in 22 of

the 30 years 198Q009, and majority of records in late spring.

Spring One was Cornabus, Qslayon 67 May. One was at Loch Tulldorth Argyllon 15 May

and 2 there on 31 May. TirBdom®p&l3eMaywer e at Loch

SPOTTED REDSHANK*

AMBER LIST A scarce passage migrant, almost annual in autumn.

Winter One was at the east side of Loch Gruidalay on 1 Jan [P. EdwardsRecord was
accepted by the ABRGee list of rejected, pending etc records on pEg@

GREENSHANK Tringa nebularia

AMBERLIST RBBPA scarce breeding species: only in Mull and North Argyll in recent years.
A widespread migrant: more numerous in autumn than spring and regular winter records in
some localities.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas excepu(a). Most reports from sites itvlull (35), Mid-
Argyll (13) andNorth Argyll (8) and generally of-B birds. Max. counts of 13 at mouth of River
Forsa on 14 Jan, 10 at Gorsten on 18 Feb (Woth), 9 at Loch Gruinarislayin 8 Mar and 7 at
Loch FeochaMid-Argyll on 26 Mar.

Summer/breedingBreeds in small nos ifMull/Mid-Argyll/North Argyll). Birds noted back in
breeding areas and display from later. Only casual reports of birds received from single sites
in Mid-Argyll andNorth Argyill.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excef@dll) and most reports from sites iktull (20),
Mid-Argyll (14), andislay (11). First returning bird noted at Loch Kinnatsky on 1 Jul, then
next at Loch CrinaMid-Argyll on 10 Jul then more widespread from {ate with generally,
birds at sites and max. counts of 13 at Loch Gruilstat on 7 Nov, 15 at Loch Cuin, Dervaig
Mull on 26 Sep and 11 at Loch Dbfull on 19 Oct. One was at Tarbddraon 23 Sep. On the
mainland, max. counts were 7 at Westh TarberKintyre on 18 Nov, 6 at Loch RiddoGowal

on 9 Nov, 6 at Loch Feochaid-Argyll on 11 Oct and 5 at Loch Creriiorth Argyllon 19 Oct.

KITTIWAKE  Rissa tridactyla

RED LIST Normally a strictly marine species. The main breeding area is on Colonsay, with
other colonies on Islay, Treshnish Isles and Tiree. Formerly scarce in winter and very scarce
inland. Breeding Kittiwakes are a feature of North Colonsay & Western Cliffs SPA.
Winter/spring Reports from all areas excef@dwal/Jurg. Max. counts of 650 at Hough Bay
Tiree on 1 Mar, 250 feeding betweénull and Coll on 18 Jan, 21&N in 30 min. Port Mor
Colonsayon 25 Apr and 180 at Lunga, TreshnishMsill on 25 Apr.

Summer/breeding Breeding data from Golonsayislay/Mull/Tireg. An improved breeding
season: OColonsayat the Dun Tealtaig annual sample cliff there was a count of 40 AOB3(

in 2023). At RSPB Oa Reserlgay 136 AONs ¢f. 131 in 2023)pn Mull 724 AONs on Lunga,
TreshnishIs.¢f.521 in 2023) at end Tikeatb5 AONsdon Mturc€ e a n n

5¢



686 in 2023) where 940 large chicks on 12 Jul (mean = 1.53 chicks/nest n = 612). No count from
Sand&intyre.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excef@dwal/Jura/North Argy). Max. counts of 1,800

off Milton Tireeon 11 Nov, 1,000 off ArinagouColl on 3 Nov, 398 at Loch Gruinaltlayon 7

Dec, 500 at Port na Callich on 22 Aug and 350 at Scallastle Bay on 27 AugMblibth100 at

Port RighKintyre on 21 Oct and still 250 betwedireeandMull on 19 Dec.

SABI NE& S Kdhh $abini

A scarce and irregular passage migrant mainly in autumn.

Autumn A juv (1cy) >SW off HynishTireeon 5 Oct [J. Bowler]Record was accepted by the
ABRC. Note: A 1cy was present at fish cages opposite Salen Bay, Sound of Mull on the Morvern
Highland Region side on 28 Aug to 4 Sep.

Bonapar tMubSepténber © Theo de Clermont

BONAPARTEOGS Garditotephalus philadelphia

A vagrant: 1314 records. Almost annual in recent years.

Autumn A returning adult, first seen on Mull in 2022 & 2023 was at ScallastleNBalyon 24
Sep [T. de Clermort all. Record was accepted by the BBRC as a returning bird.

BLACK -HEADED GULL Chroicocephalus ridibundus
AMBER LIST A patchily distributed resident breeder: reduced or absent at some sites due to
mink predation and scarce in many areas in winter.
Winter/spring Reports from all areas exce@d]l/Jura). Max. counts inc., 350 at Killiechronan
Mull on 5 & 6 Feb, 147 at Largiemo@owalon 12 Feb, 130 at Gott Bayreeon 25 Mar, 126 at
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Loch Gruinartlslayon 12 Jan, 112 at Eilean Traighe, Loch Caolispbd-Argyll on 19 Jan and
90 at Kames fish farm, Loch Melfoidid-Argyll on 3 Jan.

Summer/breedingBirds late back at breeding sites Dinee with few settled on 22 Apr: a total
found there in May of 307 AOfat 12 sitesdf. 171 in 2023) but few fledged young seen; first
fledged birds from 20 Jun and first judid-Argyll noted on 7 Jul at Loch Crinan. Qslay 9
AONSs at RSPB Loch Gruinart. No other breeding information received.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excefid]l/Jura). Max. counts inc., 1,650 in Loch Fyne,
off Inverneil Mid-Argyll/Cowalon 26 Dec, 264 at Loch Caolispdfid-Argyll on 16 Nov, 200 at
Lady RockMull on 3 Oct, 167 at Loch Gruinaslay on 20 Sep, 98 at Loch na Kédlll on 30
Oct and 68 at Blairmore Farm, Loch Lo@Ggwalon 3 Oct.

LITTLE GULL* Hydrocoloeus minutus

An annual visitor, most frequently in autumand winterbut may be encountered at any time

of the year.

Winter/spring On Tireeaseconédwinter (3cy) was at Sorobaidh Bay on 26 Jan and an adult was
at Loch Bhasapol on-8 & 28 Mar. OnMull a firstwinter (2cy) was at Killiechronan on 15 Mar,
Knock on 21 & 24 Mar and perhaps a different 2cy at PoriZaldinn, Loch na Kedull on 24

Mar.

Autumn/winter A 1cy was at sea off Soll on 28 Oct and presumably the same bird in with
feeding Kittiwakes there on 3 Nov, seen off Miltdmeeon 3 Nov and again at sea offC8ll on

5 Nov. An adult was seen feeding off Invernbiid-Argyll on 26 Dec.

MEDITERRANEAN GULL* Ichthyaetus melanocephalus

AMBER LIST RBBP A scarce visitor mainly in autumn and winter more regular since about
2005.

Winter/spring One (age not given) was at the Sound of Mull off Safledl on 9 Jan and one
(age not given) was at Largiemore, N of Otter F&oyvalon 12 Jan.

Autumn/winter In Mid-Argyll an adult was at Loch Gilp on 15 Jul, a 1cy there on 27 Aug & 15
Sep, two 1 c gnéprobBey/adivsh d&lebpown legs on 2 Nov and another adult
there on 24 Nov. OMull a 1cy was at Scallastle Bay on 27 Aug.

COMMON GULL Larus canus

AMBER LIST A widespread and common resident breeding species but reduced or absent at
some sites due to predation by mink.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas. Max. counts of 1,105 at six sitéBr@e on 19 Feb, inc.

350 at Gott Bay and also 450 at Balindeeeon 13 Feb, 445 at Toberonochy, Luikigd-Argyll

on 22 Feb, 400 at Loch Gruindstay on 3 Jan, 400 at Knockawull on 19 Mar and 300 at High
PeninveKintyreon 11 Jan. Elsewhere, other counts inc., 245 at Rhunahaorine on 10 Jan and 240
at Brunerican Bay on 10 Mar (bolintyre), 235 at DervaidMull on 10 Mar, 150 at Loch Laich
North Argyllon 3 Mar and 85 at Mid Ardyn@owalon 7 Jan.

Summer/breedingOn Tiree384 AONSs(cf. 518 in 2023) found at 14 sites, but a poor season with
only 68 fledging from 7 colonie€f, 207+ in 2023) and first fledged birds on 25 JOnlIslay 32

AONs at RSPB Smaull, 3 AONs at RSPB Loch Gruinart and 4 AONs at RSPB Oa Reserve. In
Mid-Argyll at the Egg Shed, Ardrishaig the colony increased to 120 (aif 32 AONs in 2023).
Autumn/winter Reports from all areas. Max. counts of 550 at Ardriakay on 24 Dec and 470

at RuaigTireeon 12 Aug. Elsewhere, high counts inc., 320 at Cartsity on 28 Oct, 300 at
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Duart BayMull on 3 Nov, 200 at Port RigKintyre on 21 Oct, 164 at Mid Ardyn€owalon 10
Sep and 98 at Eilean Glas, Loch Crimdid-Argyll on 18 Aug.

GREAT BLACK -BACKED GULL Larus marinus

AMBER LIST A common resident. Breeding widely but in small numbers on small islands
along the coast.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas. Max. counts inc., 168 at Lingerton, LochMBdpArgyll

on 16 Jan, 4 ATirezdn 4 lao, 86hat Hol§ Lo8Bbwalior 1B Jan, 30 at Fionnphort
Mull on 24 May and 25 at S Orons@plonsayon 23 Jan.

Summer/breeding Limited breeding data. Confirmed breeding only reported(lstay/Mid-
Argyll/Mull/Tiree). At Treshnish IsMull colony visits; Lunga (6 AOT) and Sgeir an Chaisteil (6
AOT), Sgeir an Eirionnaich (60 ad & many chicks), Sgeir an Fheoir (2 AOT) and Fladda (8 ads).
Onslay, 3 AONs on RSPB Oa Reserve andvid-Argyll, 4 AONs noted at Glas Eilean, Loch
Fyne. OnTiree, 22 AON noted across 7 sites and two vacant sites and first fledglings noted on 5
Jul at Loch adé Phuill

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas. Max. counts inc., 250 on Oro@&dgnsayon 26 Sep
during grey seal pupping, 125 at Lingerton, Loch Giljgl-Argyll on 28 Sep, 108 at 2 sites on
Tireeon 10 Dec, 57 at LagganulWull on 24 Aug, 41 at Ardnave Lodblay on 28 Oct and 40

at the mouth of the River Forsa Mull on 8 Dec.

Glaucous Gull TireeMarch © Jim Dickson

GLAUCOUS GULL* Larus hyperboreus
AMBER LIST A scarce but regular winter visitor, most frequent Javiar and a few summer
records.
Winter/spring Onlslay a 2cy at Loch Indaal from 2023 until 29 May and a 2cy was at Machir
Bay on 3 Jan. IiMid-Argyll areport of one (age not given) in Oban Bay on 24 MayMbi one
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(age not given) was at Tobermory on 13 May. Tonreea juv. from 2023 was at Sorobaidh Bay

on 10 Jan and various locations until 17 Mar, this or another juv >W past Vaul on 24 Jan. An adult
was at Sorobaidh Bay on 27 Feb and a 2cy was at Loch Bhasapol on 15 May.

Autumn/winter A juv. was at Sorobaidh Bajiree on 10 DecApprox. 8 birds over the year,
perhaps our lowest number in many years.

ICELAND GULL* Larus glaucoides glaucoides

AMBER LIST A scarce but regular winter visitor: most frequent Javiar, with numbers
varying widely from year to year. A few summer records.

Winter/spring In Cowala juv was at The Holy Loch or#l Jan. OmMull a juv was at the Sound
of Mull opposite Salen on the Morvern (Highland) side el08Jan and an adult there od Feb
and unknown if these ventured across the Sound into Argyll waterdli®a a juv was at
Sorobaidh Bay on 29 Jan.

Autumn/winter On Islay single juvs (1cy) were at Saligo Bay 13 Sep, Loch Kinnabus, The
Oa on 15 Nov and perhaps same at Laggan Bay on 170Dgc45 birds over the year which is
perhapsour lowest number recorded.

HERRING GULL Larus argentatus

REDLIST A widespread and abundant resident breeding species that forms large flocks outside
the breeding season. Recently several large colonies have been abandoned, and very few now
breed inland.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas. Additional counts through WinGS, with max. of 1,120 at
LingertonMid-Argyll on 16 Jan, 911 at Holy Logdowalon 16 Jan, 340 at Rhunahaorliatyre

on 10 Jan, 325 at Kilnaughton Besfay on 12 Jan, 286 on Orons&plonsayon 12 Feb, 270 at
Strath Fm, The LaggaKintyre on 26 Jan, 260 at Loch Charrastadinee on 26 Jan, 200 at
LagganulvaMull on 15 Mar and 200 at Toberonochy, Luimg 22 Feb and 200 at Ormsary on 7

Jan (bothMid-Argyll).

Summer/breeding Limited breeding data. Ofslay at RSPB Oa Reserve 8 AONs and only 1
AON at RSPB Smaull. At Treshnishull3 AOTs on Lunga and 1 AOT
At least 38 AONSs orTiree across four sites in May, although one other site vacant and 53 prs
noted at 3 other sites earlier in the spring.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas. Max. counts of 1,580 at Lingerton, LochNBdpArgyll

on 23 Sep, 235 at Blairmore Fm, Loch LoGgwalon 3 Oct, 226 at Eilean Glas, Loch Crinan
Mid-Argyll on 18 Aug, 212 at 3 sites drireeon 10 Dec and 170 at Loch Laiblorth Argyllon

14 Dec.

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus

AMBER LIST A widespread breeding species. Generally present from Mar to Sep. Some
colonies are much affected by mink predation. A few remain in winter. Seabirds Count only
found 236 pairs in natural sites in Argyll and Bute but did not publish an estimate of the bem

of urban nesting pairs for Argyll & Bute.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas excepu(a) and from sites by month of; Jan (4), Feb (11)
and Mar (40). Generally, a scarce bird in winter. In Ja&nbted inCowal andMid-Argyll, and

9 ads were back at Loch Gilgid-Argyll on 19 Feb. Arrivals in several areas from #hieb, with

first 2 onTireeon 7 Feb however most arrivals in mid Mar. Higher counts noted inc., 136 at Loch
an EileinTireeon 29 May inc. 2ntermediugype birds and 57 at Loch Gruinéstay on 27 May.
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Summer/breedingLimited and incomplete breeding data. Qinee 44 AONs across 4 sites in

May (43 in 2023) and none at a further 3 sites. 2+ prs noted at Glas Eilean, LodViiéhgyll

on 7 May. First fledged young ofireenoted on 12 Jul. Notable m&lmmer sightings include

45 at Loch na Cuilcull on 22 Jun, 40 at BreachacBall on 10 Jun and 35 feeding at sea of
Calgary PtColl on 20 Jul.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas. Nos declined from fAigg, with passage noted; 54 at
Loch Gruinarislayon 9 Sep and 28 at Loch Tade ol Augl | a
Reports only from 5 sites in Nov and 3 in Dec, when singles reported at 2 $ifley and one in
Kintyre.

GULL -BILLED TERN * Gelochelidomilotica

A vagrant: Four records; all on Tiree, in Sep 2008, Apr 2010, May 2@t@ May 2021.
Spring An adult was at Loch na Lathaich, Bunessanl on 31 May3 Jun [J. SmallmanRecord
under consideration by the BBRC.

Gull-Billed Tern Mull May © John Smallman

SANDWICH TERN Thalasseus sandvicensis

AMBER LIST A regular passage migrant but very rare, and irregular, breeding species.
Winter/spring Reports from all areas excef@dll/Colonsay/Jura/North Argyll First arrivals; 2
at Port Charlottéslay on 2 Apr, 1 at Ardpatrichid-Argyll on 3 Apr, 1 at Carrabuslay on 5
Apr, 1 at Loch Caolispoitid-Argyll on 6 Apr, with 6 there on 7 Apr, 2 at Bowmdsiay on 6
Apr and 12 Machrihanish SBRintyre on 6 Apr. Higher counts mainly froiintyreinc., 20 at
Machrihanish SBO on 27 May and 8 at Carradale Bay on 24 May Apr, and 8 at ToWandat
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on 22 Apr. Elsewhere, 4 at Loch Indéglhyon 13 Apr and 4 at Ardalanish B&jull on 22 May,
otherwise counts of-2 birds.

Summer/breeding No confirmed breeding reports. In summer;2 1birds noted from
(Coll/Islay/Kintyre/Mid-Argyll/Mull/Tiree), but no juvs noted until 18 Jul at Eilean Glas, Loch
CrinanMid-Argyll. Max. counts of 9 at Ardminish Bay, GigKintyre on 26 Jul, 7 at The Green
Tireeon 26 Jul, and one was seen @l on 23 Jul.

Autumn/winter Reports from only Cowal/lslay/Kintyre/Mull/Tire¢ Counts included: 101 at
Toward PtCowalon 12 Aug, with 43 there on 23 Aug, 55 on 8 Sep and 3 on 14 Sep. Elsewhere,
singles at Duart Rtlull on 17 Aug, the Obslayon 22 Aug, 4 aroundireeon 2 Sep, 2 at Carradale
Bay Kintyre on 3 Sep, an ad at Gott Bdjree on 12 Sep, followed by the last report of 2 at
Machrihanish SBQKintyre on 15 Sep.

LITTLE TERN  Sternula albifrons

AMBER LIST RBBP A scarce summer visitor with regular breeding restricted to Coll, Islay,
and Tiree. Scarce passage migrant and irregular breeder elsewhere.

Spring/summer Reports from only Coll/Colonsay/Islay/Tiree First report was of 1 at
BalemartineTireeon 15 Apr. The first oslay was at Kilchoman on 12 May.

Breeding Onlslay 2 AONs at RSPB Loch Gruinart, while ofiree a coordinated count on 20
Jun found 79 aglat 34 AONs at 9 sites, but a poor breeding season with only 13 fledged young
found; apparently none on Gun@all, however 10 AOI were found during survey o@oll,
although the colony failed later. On Eilean nan Ron, Orofagnsaya single pair reared 1
young.

Autumn The last noted were 15 at Eilean DedattieadColl on 13 Jul, 7 at Airdireeon 18 Jul
and 12 at Loch Gruinalslay on 25 Jul. A c/r bird at Gott Bajireehad been ringed as a chick
in Co. Wicklow on 7 July 2014.

COMMON TERN  Sternahirundo

AMBER LIST A locally common summer visitor: considerably more numerous than Arctic
Tern close to the mainland, but often less so on outer isles. Many colonies are severely affected
by mink predation and often unproductive where no trapping is undertaken. SeabirdsmCo
reported that the population in Argyll & Bute had declined by 62% since Seabird 2000, largely
as a result in the collapse of the colony at the Glas Eileanan SPA.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas exce@dwal/Jurg. First area reports were of singles at
Machrihanish SBKintyre on 7 Apr and Ardalanish Baylull on 9 Apr, then 2 at The Strand
Colonsayand 3 at LTareebn 1avdy, Bedomingl more widespread in the following
week. Max. count of 17 at Fishnish Bslgll on 30 May and 11 at Eilean Musdile, Lismdlerth

Argyll on 24 May.

Summer/breeding Breeds on offshore islands for which little data. 2 prs nested amongst gull
colony at Heanisfireebut no young reared. A pr at Linne Mhuiribtid-Argyll reared 2 yng and
fledged young seen at Arinago@ollon 23 Jul . Max. c dloril®Juof 3|
and 17 at Staff&lull on 2 Jul.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excepdll/Colonsay/Jurg, with few after midAug.

Later max. counts of 40 at Glas Eileanan, Sound of Mull on 3 Aug and 20 at Scallastle Bay on27
Aug (bothMull). The last birds were a single at BalepHtifeeand 2 at Scallastle Baylull on

22 Sep.



ARCTIC TERN Sterna paradisaea

AMBER LIST A summer visitor and localised breeding species particularly on: Coll, Colonsay,
Islay, Jura, Mull, and Tiree. Many colonies are severely affected by mink predation and are
often unproductive where no trapping is undertaken. Seabirds Count found 1,54€spai
Argyll & Bute (a decline of 17% since Seabird 2000).

Spring Reports from all areas exce@dwal/North Argyl). First reports; an early bird at Vaul
Tireeon 8 Apr, followed by singles at Balure of Shidorth Argyllon 12 Apr and Balephuil
Tireeon 21 Apr, then 4 at Port Charlotstayon 22 Apr and 2 at West Loch Tarbkrtyre/Mid-
Argyll on 23 Apr.

Summer/breedingOn Tiree 125 young fledged from 240 AON at 17 sites around the island, with
fledged young noted from 1 Jul. 50 ind. noted3mil on 4 Jul with good fledging reported, 45 pr
bred on Eilean nan Ron, Orons@plonsayand 264 nests (with 75800 ind.) at Sgeirean na
Guisach, Treshnish [Slull. On Islay 5 AON on RSPB Gruinart Reserve20 noted at Eilean
Musdile, LismoreNorth Argyllon 23 Jul.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excef@dwal/Jura/Kintyre/North Argy)l Still quite a
few birds around in latdug; 221 (192 juvs.) at Gott and Sorobaidh B@ygeon 23 Aug and
100 at Airne na Sgeir€oll on 31 Aug, but only smatios after mieSep, with the last, singles,
on Colonsayon 28 Sep and off Hyniskireeon 6 Oct.

Great Skuas Coll July © Jim Dickson

GREAT SKUA Stercorarius skua

AMBER LIST Previously an uncommon passage migrant and summer visitor which was an
increasing summer visitor, but numbers now reduced as result of HPAI. It breeds or holds
territory in very small numbers on Coll, Treshnish Isles Mull, Tiree, Colonsay, Islay and &taff
Winter/spring No reports in winter. Spring reports fro@d|l/Colonsay/MidArgyll/Mull/ Tiree).

First reports of 1 at Saluifireeon 8 Apr, 2 on Oronsagolonsayon 11 Apr, and singles at Staffa
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Mull on 19 May and off Insh 1dVid-Argyll on 19 May. Max. count of 5 at Lunga, Treshnish Is
Mull on 11 & 12 May €f. a max. of 10 in 2023).

Summer/breedingLimited data. At RSPB Oronsayolonsay3 AOT but no young reared, and
also 1 Ter orColonsayOn Treshnish I81ull, 1 AOT on Lunga and 1 AOT on Fladda. No AOTs
onTiree No breeding reports fronCpll/Islay). 10 were noted at sea westGxll on 20 Jul.
Autumn/winter Reports from Coll/Islay/Mid-Argyll/Mull/Tiree). Passage birds noted from 13
Aug when 1 at The Obslay. Birds remained scarce, fewer than 2023, with max. counts of 11 at
Lunga, Treshnish IMull on 18 Aug and 6 arountiree on 31 Aug. Last reports were of 3 off
Hynish on 6 Oct and 3 >W in 1 hr at Aird on 12 Oct (bbitee).

POMARINE SKUA*  Stercorarius pomarinus

A scarce but regular passage migrarflainly seen in autumn but has been recorded in all
months.

Spring/summer One was reported from the Oban to Craignure fietig-Argyll/Mull on 8 Jun.
Autumn/winter One >S past Caliach Poiltull on 8 Jul,an imm >SW off HynisHTireeon 14
Sep, one was reported from Oban to Craignure fdidyArgyll/Mull on 10 Oct, a sudult was
off The Cairns of ColColl on 30 Oct and an imm was off Miltdfireeon 11 Oct.

ARCTIC SKUA Stercorarius parasiticus

RED LIST RBBP Previously the most common skua in Argyll with small numbers regularly
seen in summer near large seabird colonies, this species has become scarce. The small breeding
colonies on Jura and Coll have been in serious decline in recent years. Passage birdsecan
widespread in spring and especially autumn, but variable in numbers from year to year.
Spring/summerThe first reported werg at CaliachMull on 21 Apr, then a further 2 birds off W

Mull on 9 May and 1 at Lunga, TreshnishNaull on 12 May. Thereafter,-% reported regularly

in May from the Treshnish Is. and off Calgary & Caliach Pdlaotl, and aroundColl andTiree

One was at Carsaig Bayid-Argyll on 18 May.

Breeding On Coll no breeding census, but 2 ads present in May, up to 4 ads in early Jun and 5
on 23 Jul. A pr held Ter ohireefrom May - Jul. No reports frondura, but singles, at least two
different birds, were seen on 8 different dates in JuBabonsay

Autumn/winter Sightings increased from mijug with 5 off the Cairns of ColColl and 3 off
Caliach PMull on 17 Aug, singles of Ardmore Is on 21 Aug and The Oa on 22 Aug [&ath,

6 off Caliach PMull on 1 Sep, 422 seen daily at Loch Gruindelay between 811 Sep & 27 Sep,

1 onColonsayon 28 Sep, 4 off Milton on 4 Oct and 4 off Hynish on 6 Oct (datee), with other
sightings arouncoll/Mull/Tiree of 1-2 birds until the last singles off Machrihanish SRDtyre

on 1 Nov and juvs off Nevada Bbll on 3 Nov and off MiltorTireeon 4 Nov.

LITTLE AUK*  Alle alle

A scarce and irregular winter visitor. Usually seen during seatches or after severe gales.
Winter/spring Only two reports of singles, seen from Port Ann > NE up Loch Fyne between Glas
Eilean & Otter FerryMid-Argyll on 29 Jan and at Caol&Beeon 12 Apr.

Autumn/winter A long-dead bird found at Ardnoe Poiktid-Argyll on 27 Sep.

COMMON GUILLEMOT  Uria aalge

AMBER LIST A highly colonial, and locally abundant, breeding species. Adults with small
young appear on the sea far from colonies in late summer. Large numbers of passage migrants
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may be seen from headlands and smaller numbers are regular in sea lochs and bays in winter.
Breeding Common Guillemots are a feature of North Colonsay & Western Cliffs SPA.
Winter/spring Reports from all areas with generally low counts from shore-D1birds, but
800 feeding off NEColl on 26 Feb, 500 from ObeaBolonsayferry on 19 Apr, 300 off Caliach Pt
Mull on 7 Apr, and 200 off Port RigKintyre on 24 Jan. Birds appearing back at nesting cliffs
from early Apr.

Summer/breeding Breeding data fronColonsay,Islay, Mull and Tiree, with most colonies
reporting a decline in numbers, excepftliree OnColonsayat the Dun Tealtaig annual sample
cliff there was a count of 105.2 ind. (n=5 counts) 118.4 in 2023). No counts from Sanda ls.
Kintyre.Onlslay 127 ads on cliffs at RSPB Oa Reserve in &inl60 in 2023). At Treshnish Is.
Mullbr eedi ng on Lunga and Sgeir ad Cdiadi762inei |
2023)(TIARG). At Ceann a' Mhardireea max. of 3,806 on 14 Junf(max. of 3,125 in 2023)
(per J. Bavler RSPB).

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excepiua/North Argyl); few large counts and max.
counts of 400 betweddull - Tireeon 9 Aug, 205 from th&@ireeto Barra ferry on 14 Aug and
162 past Machrihanish SBKintyreon 11 Oct, and, then generally low counts -@&0Lbirds until

the end of the year.
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Razorbills Mull July © Steve Carter

RAZORBILL  Alca torda

AMBER LIST A locally common breeding species, although much less numerous and with
smaller colonies than Common Guillemot. Large numbers of passage migrants may be seen
from headlands with smaller numbers regular in sea lochs in winter.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas. Generally, counts -df21birds noted. Max. counts away
from breeding colonies of 300 feeding off NIbll on 26 Feb, 200 betwedriree & Mull on 18

Jan and 200 off Port Rigkintyre on 24 Jan.

Summer/breedingBreeding reports fromQolonsay/Islay/Mull/Tireg On Colonsayat Uragaig
annual sample study area 46 birds (n=5) there incfu46(in 2023. Onlslayat RSPB Oa Reserve

a count of 88 ads in Jun and 16 ads at RSPB Smaull. No population count from Sidimdgrés.
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OnMull a t Treshnish | s. a total of 1,204 ¢&irds
914 in 2023). At Ceann a' Mhaf&eemax. count of 363 on 12 Jul, many with nsided chicks.
Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excdfitowal/Jura/North Argyll. Fewer high counts this

year with 500 off MiltonTireeon 3 & 18 Nov the max. noted, with 200 still betwéree &

Mull on 19 Dec. At Machrihanish SBRintyre 100+ were noted on 11 Oct and 73 there on 19
Oct. Small numbers remained at sea throughout the Argyll area with 40 noted from the Oban
Colonsayferry on 27 Nov and 200 betwe@&ireeandMull on 19 Dec.

BLACK GUILLEMOT  Cepphus grylle

AMBER LIST A widespread, resident breeding species: on coasts, islands, and in sea lochs.
Black Guillemot is a protected feature of Clyde Sea Sill MPA.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas excefid]l/Cowal/Jurg. Max. counts included 49 at Loch

na KealMull on 21 Jan, 22 at Loch CrerBlorth Argyllon 11 Mar, 15 at Sound of Gigkantyre

on 21 Jan and 15 at Loch Cringid-Argyll on 1 Apr.

Summer/breeding Sea counts ideally in Apr are a good indication of breeding nos. (also see
counts above). 14 i n Treeamll Apg 20ratStaffatandCxahlonya, a 6
Treshnish is. (botiull) on 20 May and 20 at Oban Badid-Argyll on 24 May. No survey at
RSPB Oa Reservislay, but 34 at Bunnahabhaislay on 20 Jul, 30 orColl on 15 Jul, 144 at
SandaKintyre on 23 Apr and 50 at Kilmu@owalon 25 Jun.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excepta). Counts from most coastal sites, usually of
1-10 birds, and max. counts of 71 at Sound of Gigiméyreon 18 Sep, 41 N dfireeon 14 Aug

and 12 at Loch Creradorth Argyllon 19 Oct.

Puffin Mull July © Steve Carter
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PUFFIN Fratercula arctica

RED LIST A very localised breeding species with main colonies on Sanda Islands and
Treshnish Isles: only very occasionally recorded in winter.

Winter/spring One off NEColl on 26 Feb was the ongarly report, with 100+ reported back at
Treshnish IsMull on 1 Apr. Birds noted more frequently from 12 Apr a@o{l/Mull/Tiree) and
larger counts inc., 220 on Stafféull on 27 Apr and 300 Lunga, Treshnish N&ull on 2 May,
rising to 2,500 on 24 May. Three at the Oa on 20 Apr was the only reportistay small
numbers also reported fror@@lonsay/Cowal/Jura/Kintyre/Midrgyll) e . g. 3 of f Si
Cowalon 13 May.

Summer/breeding Limited data: present, with no count at Sand&iatyre. None were seen
during sur veys Ti@don IEdaynand 14 Jun. M r@shrash Mull an est. of
6,452 AOBs on Lungacfs65din 3023 (TIARG. At SGfidéull 300 e i |
ind. noted on 9 & 11 Jun.

Autumn/winter Most reports were of-2 birds off Coll/Islay/Mull/Tire€) however still 2000 at
Lunga, Treshnish IsMull on 1 Aug. Last reports were ofS5W at HynishTireeon 27 Aug, 8

off Coll on 28 Aug and one off Saléviull on 10 Sep.

RED-THROATED DIVER Gavia stellata

RBBP A scarce widely distributed breeder (on moorland lochs), winter visitor, and passage
migrant.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas. Max. counts of 28 at Loch Scridain (ifvhelf)on 11 Jan,
22 at Loch Caolispomtlid-Argyll on 10 Jan, 20 at Loch Indaalay on 24 Feb, 14 at the Sound
of GighaKintyre on 29 Jan, 12 at Rubha na CiMid-Argyll on 18 May, 12 at Carradale Bay
Kintyreon 21 Apr and 10 at Urvaigireeon 29 Jan.

Summer/breedingReports from likely breeding areas ig€dll/Islay/Jura/Kintyre/MidArgyll/
Mull) but under recorded as confirmed breeding only noted at 1 site.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excepti(a). Max. counts of 38 at Loch Indalalay on
13 Oct, 32 off Oronsagolonsayon 6 Oct, 28 at the Sound of Gigatyre on 18 Nov, 23 at
Balephetrish Baylireeon 2 Oct and 21 off InvernéiMid-Argyll on 26 Dec.
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BLACK -THROATED DIVER Gavia arctica

AMBER LIST RBBPA very scarce breeder in Mid and North Argyll: scarce in winter but more
numerous on passage. Breeding was confirmed at 13 sites between 2083. The Sound of
Gigha, Kintyre and Kilfinan Bay, Cowal are sites of national importance for wintering birds.
Winter/spring Reports from all areas excefidll/Cowal/Jurg. Few large counts with max. of
26 at Loch Caolispotid-Argyll on 10 Jan. Records of note elsewhere inc., 6 at Port Righ on 24
Jan and 6 at Carradale Bay on 4 May (btitityre), 5 at Loch Buie on 6 & 15 Jan and 5 at Traigh
na Cille on 4 May (botiMull).

Breeding Evidence of likely breeding frorir+ site inMid-Argyll and 1+ site irfNorth Argyll.
Autumn/winter Reports from all areas exce@dll/Colonsay/Jurq Max. counts of 16 at West
Loch TarbertKintyre/Mid-Argyll on 18 Nov, 12 at the Sound of Gigkéntyre on 18 Sep, 8 at
Loch Caolisport on 27 Dec and 8 off Ardrishaig on 18 Nov (bditi-Argyll), 6 at Mishnish
LochsMull on 10 Aug and 6 at Carraddétyreon 14 Nov. Most counts of8 birds, inc. singles
at Kilmun on 6 Sep and Kilbride Bay on 21 Sep (b@dwal).

GREAT NORTHERN DIVER Gavia immer

AMBER LIST RBBPA numerous winter and passage visitor. Birds in breeding plumage are
regularly recorded from Apr to midlun. Pre-migratory gatherings occur off some coasts in
late Apr and early May and a few immatures summer. The Sound of Gigha and the seas around
Tiree and Coll have been designated as SPAs and Loch na Keal on Mull, Loch Indaal on Islay,
West Loch Tarbert in Kintyre and Lochs Beg & Scridain on Mull are sites of national
importance.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas. Most significant counts from the Sound of Giigitzre,
theMull sea lochs and thEiree coast. Max. counts oilull with 108 at Loch n&eal on 8 Apr
and 104 on 24 Mar, 69 at Loch Scridain on 15 Jan, and 44 in the Sound of Mull on 15 Jan.
Elsewhere, higher counts from other sites; 97 at the Sound of Kiigtyae on 10 Jan, 87 at Loch
CaolisportMid-Argyll on 10 Jan, 55 off Crossapbreeon 7 Jan, 32 off SEolonsayon 28 Apr,

and 15 at Loch Indaal on 24 Feb and 15 at Claggain Bay on 12 Maylglzgih

Summer Reports from all areas JurAug except Cowal/Colonsay/IslayNorth ArgyllReports

of 1-4 birds from coastal sites, with 10 at Sorobaidh Bay7 Jul and 7 at Traigh Bhagh on 12
Jun (bothTiree).

Autumn/winter Reports from allareas exceptCowal/North Argyl). Still 1-4 birds at several
sites in early Sep, with 15 at Skipné&atyre on 18 Sep and nascreased across sites during
Oct. Max. counts of 91 at Loch na Kéalll on 9 & 14 Dec, 64 at the Sound of Gigkiatyre on

12 Dec, 60 at West Loch Tarbétintyre on 29 Oct, 55 at Loch Scridain & Loch Bbtll on 11
Nov, 31 at Loch BuidMull on 14 Dec, 24 offireeon 14 Dec and 11 at Claggain Balayon 25
Oct.

STORM PETREL Hydrobates pelagicus

AMBER LIST A summer visitor. The main breeding colonies are on Sanda Islands and
Treshnish Isles with a few pairs on Soa and Staffa. Breeding birds first come ashore in late
May or Jun. Most sightings away from breeding colonies are during -Bdp, when non
breederswander extensively. Breeding European Stopetrel is a feature of Treshnish Isles
SPA,; these islands support 27% of the Great Britain population and betweet2 B% of the
Atlantic (north-eastern) population as estimated by Seabirds Count.

Summer/autumn Reported between 12 May and 6 Oct fr¢g@oll/Colonsay/Islay/Kintyre
[Jura/Mull/Tire€). First report was 1 at Lunga, TreshnisiMigll on 12 May. A persistent feeding
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group ofca. 200 was found off Caliach Rull on 1415 Jun, with 60 still there on 2 Jul. On a
pelagic off WColl ca. 100 were attracted to chum on 20 Jul and 46 were notedliresi Barra
ferry on 14 Aug and 50 on this crossing on 28 Aug.T@re 23 >SW in 1 hr at Hynish on 27
Aug, with regular reports of small numbers arou@oll/Mull/Tiree). Elsewhere, 10 feeding at
sea off WestporKintyre on 27 Jul and 7 offura on 22 Jul and counts of3 from Islay and
ferries toColonsayandislay. Last repots of 3 >SW at West Hynishireeon 14 Sep, and singles
off lonaMull on 15 Sep and off Hynishireeon 6 Oct.

Breeding A predated bird was found on Sand&isityreinc. on 27 JulNo census was conducted
on Treshnish IsMull but birds present, and limited ringing carried out with 458 birds caught inc.
74 retrapgTIARG).

Storm Petrel Mull July © Jim Dickson

LEACH® S P E Ddeanbdroma leucorhoa

RED LIST A scarce, but regular, autumn passage migrant off western headlands, particularly
after strong westerlies. There are occasional reports in spring and summer.

Winter One was reported at Balure, Loch SpeWil on 13 Jan.

Summer One at sea S of Kerrekdid-Argyll on 22 Jun.

Autumn/winter On Tireel >W off Aird on 11 Sep, 3 >SW off Hynish and another 3 >SW there
later, both on 14 Sep.



FULMAR  Fulmarus glacialis

AMBER LIST A common but localised breeding species in all areas apart from Cowal and
North Argyll. Large numbers occur on passage off western headlands.

Winter No records in Jan, with small nos. ashore on warmer days iMB&elon Tiree near
breeding colonies and a max. count of 400 at Ceann a' Mhara cliffs on 22 Feb. Repésts of 1
from (Cowal/lslay/Kintyre/Mul).

Spring/breedingBreeding reports received fror@¢ll/Colonsay/Islay/Mull/Tirep At Treshnish
IssMull193 AOS were found at LungabsmA08 atEepeniar a
MharaTireeon 14 Jun (111% up on 2023),Kimtyre no count at Sanda Is, 58 AOS at RSPB Oa
Islayin Jun, 28 AOS at RSPB Smaldlayand 126 AOS at Uraga&pmple cliffColonsayin Jun

(8% down on 2023). OGoll 33 AOS noted at Totronald.

Autumn/winter Only records were from Qoll/Islay/Kintyre/MidArgyll/Mull/Tiree). Max.
count s ; 200 back afTireeoh11MN6vs64 aW in Lhe & Airdlire@ot 10Mh a r
Sep and 50 still at Lunga, TreshnisiMall on 1 Aug. Elsewhere, max. counts of 19 at the Oa on
17 Dec and 15 at FrencBlmands Rocks on 10 Se

Fulmar Mull July © Steve Carter

CORY® S SHE AR WHRIDNEMRTS borealis
A rare passage migrant. Nine records, mostly in Aug or Sep. Last repaere off
Tiree in Aug 2005& Islay in 2023.
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Autumn Singles were off MiltorTireewith other shearwaters on 30 Aug & 12 Oct [J. Bowler].
Records are under consideration by the SBREe list of rejected, pending etc records on page
130).

SOOTY SHEARWATER*  Ardenna grisea

A passage migrant. Almost exclusively recorded -@dt. Sometimes seen in large numbers
from western headlands, islands and on ferry crossings during Aep.

Autumn Higher numbers than average this autumn with summary of higher courasnd
Coll;18 on 30 Aug, 100 off Cairns of Coll on 14 Oct, 40 there on 17 Oct, 20 on 28 Oct, 300 at
Hawes Bank (off NWColl) on 4 Nov and 263 there on 12 Nov with last report of 2 on 7 Nov. Off
Islay, 2 past Frenchmanos Mlbfirk 4 lsetweerMull222Colllon @ .  Of
Aug, 100+ off Treshnish Is. on 29 Aug, also 100 off Lunga, as seenTe® on 30 Sep. Off
Tiree; 11 off Gunna Sound on 28 Aug, 140 off Milton on 30 Aug, 67 > SW Hynish on 16 Sep, 50
off Gunna Sound on 30 Sep,-80 off Hough Bay on ®ct, 10 off Milton on 4 Oct, 7 off Hynish

on 6 Oct and the last 2 off Milton on 3 Nov.

Great Shearwaters(and a Sooty Shearwate€pll November © Jim Dickson

GREAT SHEARWATER*  Ardenna gavis

A rare passage migrant: Mostly in autumn with last reports from Sep 2007.

Autumn A massive influx recorded in waters arou@dll, Tiree and off NW Mull towards
ArdnamurchanHighland. Significant numbers occurred in British waters and to a lesser extent in
Scottish waters from late summer to ANdv. Argyll reports were first noted on 30 Aug and last
group was seen on 12 Nov and peaked at around 6,000 birds on 4 Nov assveslBank off N

Col, however presumably some remained |l onger
A summary of the main counts received: First reports were 33+ at sedhfed®ea Life Mull

(SLM) vesselpetweerColl & Treshnish IVull and 27 from MiltoriTiree[J. Bowler] on 30 Aug.
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A gap in sightings after 1 Sep then 10+ off Gunna SaDollon 30 Sep, 1,000+ between NE

Coll & Rum, Highland on 12 Oct, 600+ there on 14 Oct, 1,000+ there on 31 Oct, 600 between
Coll and Gunna Sound on 3 Nov, 5,700+ in total from S Gunna Sbéined & around Hawes

Bank, NColl on 4 Nov and last report of 815+ around Hawes Ba@oNon 12 Nov All reports

have been accepted by the ABRC. Many thanks to the many fortunate observers that sent in report
and include:[SLM crew and volunteers, J. Bowler, Te €€lermont, C. Davies, J. Dickson, S.
Gibson, R. Grove, J. Hall, J. Harris, K. Hoey, D. Jardine, C. Mclnerny, E. Miles, H. Revell, I.
Ricketts, A. Robinson, A. Russell, A. Tait, J. Waldie].

MANX SHEARWATER Puffinuspuffinus

AMBER LIST Breeding colonies have been confirmed only on Sanda Islands and Treshnish
Isles. Large numbers are seen on passage, especially during-2em The Treshnishlsles
supported 0.3% of the Great Britain population as estimated by Seabirds Count.
Spring/summer Reports from all areas excefiiqwal/North Argyl). First reports were dt in

the outer Sound of MuMull on 9 Mar, therl off LangamullMull on 20 Mar. Four were off Port
EllenIslay on 29 Mar,1 off Milton Tireeon 2 Apr andl betweenslay andColonsayon 3 Apr.
Thereafter many records fro@oll/Mull/Tiree, elsewherg5,000 reported from Islay ferry on 15
Jun and 1,200 off the Garvelladisd-Argyll on 22 Jun.

Breeding At Treshnish IsMull small groups of birds were seen offshore at Lunga and during the
day (up to 20 ind.). Nesting birds were heard returning to their burrows. 10 ads were ringed there
(TIARG), and 3 nestlings were ringed on Sakdlatyre.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas exce@dlonsay/North Argy)l Higher counts inc.; a
remarkable passage of 28,350 >W in 1 hr off Aimleeon 10 Sep, with 3,100 >W there in 1 hr
on 11 Sep. 4,0005,000 were feeding off Miltoitireeon 28 Aug and 1,500 were still off Hynish
Tireeon 29 Sep. Elsewherea 3,500 were off Caliach R¥lull on 22 Aug, 816 >S in 2 hrs at
Fr e nc h ma nstagon RoAcgkand 200 off lonklull on 3 Oct. Small numbers remained
with other shearwaters into late Oct/Nov andl&st report was of 2 at sea off CaliachvRill on

the late date of 12 Nov.

BALEARIC SHEARWATER*  Puffinus mauretanicus

RED LIST A scarce passage migrant (At@ec) since 1992 but in very small numbers. Usually
seen with Manx Shearwaters.

Autumn One in a raft of 500 Manx Shearwaters off HEeeon 8 Aug [J. Bowler]Record was
accepted by the ABRC.

NORTHERN GANNET Morus bassanus

AMBER LIST Most Gannets in Argyll waters probably come from Ailsa Craig (30 km east of
Mull of Kintyre) and St Kilda (190 km northwest of Tiree). Gannets are common inshore in
Argyll waters from Apr to Oct, often seen high up sea lochs and some birds travel intand t
cross between Campbeltown Loch and Machrihanish. They are also reported in small numbers
Nov to Mar.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas. Smalls nos. of ads note€olff Kintyre, Mid-Argyll and
Tireein JanFeb with a max. of 20 off MiltorTireeon 2 Jan. More reports in Mar with higher
numbers offKintyre; 22 off Machrihanish SBO on 10 Mar and 30 at Carskey Bay on 18 Mar.
Thereafter numbers remained modest, with max. counts of 48 off Coveliuiyre on 5 May

and 40 off HynislTireeon 28 May.
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Summer Good numbers were seen through Jun & Jul, with similar nos to 2023 with max. counts
of 200 from Obaifi Colonsayferry on 30 Jun and 200 off Keilmraon 30 Jul.

Autumn/winter Max. counts of 260 >W in 1 hr off Airlireeon 10 Sep, 234 pas
Rockslslayon 15 Sep, 185 >SW in 1 hr off Hyni3lireeon 27 Aug, 100 at Port na Caliakhull

on 22 Aug and 100 at Port Righ, Carraddietyre on 12 Oct. Reports decreased after-Kal/

and only three reports in during Dec, frs¢mtyre, Tireeand 3 of f Fr lelayorh man
31 Dec.

GannetKintyre June© Jo Goudie

CORMORANT  Phalacrocorax carbo

Breeds in: ColonsayCowal, Jura, Kintyre (including Gigha), MidArgyll, Mull, and North
Argyll, with around 230 pairs in recent years. Less numerous than Shag, but numbers have
increased recently. Small numbers occur on some inland waters.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas. Most counts &b birds. Max. counts; 20 at Connéld-
Argyll on 16 Mar, 18 at Craigens, Gruingstay on 11 Mar, 12 at Ardnave Lodklayon 4 Jan,

12 at Strath of AppitNorth Argyllon 26 May, 10 at Balephetrish Bay on 6 Mar, 10 at Hough Bay
on 12 Mar (bothTiree) and 10 at Barrnacarry Bayid-Argyll on 11 May.

Summer/breeding28 AONSs on Glas Eilean, Loch Fyiid-Argyll on 26 Jun and 2 AO&Pigs
Paradis€Colonsaywere the only breeding records received.

Autumn/winter Reports from all areas. Most counts 66 birds. Max. area counts inc. 24
between Craignure & Duadull on 22 Aug, 20 at Loch Indakdlayon 17 Oct, 20 at West Tarbert
Kintyre on 18 Nov, 19 at Loch CrinaMlid-Argyll on 15 Nov and 10 at Blairmore Farm, Loch
Long Cowalon 3 Oct.
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SHAG Phalacrocorax aristotelis

RED LIST A common resident, breeding on the mainland coast, outer isles and on islands in
sea lochs. The colony on Fladda, Treshnish Isles, Mull is the largest in the UK. Widespread in
winter and spring but very rare inland.

Winter/spring Reports from all areaddax. counts of 700 at Calaidiull on 21 Apr, 400 at
Gunna Soundireeon 17 Apr, 360 at Sog@ireeon 26 Feb and 102 at Ardnavel§layon 5 Feb.
Summer/breedingBreeding counts incan Islay, 1 AON at RSPB Smaull Reserve and 25 AONs
at RSPB Oa Reserve, 32 AONs on OronGajonsayin Jun. OnColonsay44 AONs at Uragaig
and 26 AONs at Pigs Paradise sample site2@in 2023). InKintyre, no count at Sanda Is. 72
AONs at Ce alirerond®Mai(bral? kul mean brood = 1.71 (n=17)), declining to 63
AONs on 12 Jul and 12 AON at Happy Vall&jree (J. Bowler, RSPB). 59 AONs noted at
TotronaldColl. On Treshnish IMull a significant decline imumbers with 126 AONs found on
Lunga & Sgeir a Chaisteitf. 490 in 2023), with breeding also confirmed on Fladda (no count)
and Sgeir an Eirionnaich. Mid-Argyll 10 AONs at Glas Eilean Loch Fyne on 26 Jun.
Autumn/winter Reports from all areaslax. counts inc. 602 at Eag na Moi®ll on 17 Aug,

600 on lonaMull on 21 Sep, 500 at Traigh Bhi on 21 Sep and 450 in Gunna Sound on 14 Aug
(bothTiree), 177 at Ardnave Rslayon 3 Nov and 128 at Sound of GigKkintyre on 18 Nov.

GLOSSY IBIS Plegadis falcinellus

A vagrant: Fifteen records of up to 23 birds since 1901; the most recent being; one at Loch
Sween, MidArgyll on 25 to 26 Sep 2009, Colonsay from 27 Dec 2013 to 5 Feb 2014, Tiree on
13 Jan 2014, and a remarkable influx of up to 8 birds from 21 Dec 201%hwirds reported

from Islay (1), Mull (6) and Tiree (1) into 2018, one Tiree on 19 Apr 2018, one on Islay on 11

15 Sep 2020 and two on Luing then at Ardfern Mitgyll in Oct 2023.

Winter/spring One was at Ard Luing, Luiniylid-Argyll on 12 Apr [P. Malcolm, C. Davies, K.
Rogerset al also rumours of it perhaps being around for some time (weeks?) before and after this
date and could even relate to it being one of two birds present on Luing the previoRegact.

for 12 Apr was accepted by the ABRC.

GREY HERON Ardea cinerea

A widespread resident: breeding in all areas except Tiree.

Winter/spring Reports from all areas excepui(a). Most reports from sites ivlid-Argyll (15)
andMull (8). Max. counts of 16 at Loch na Kedlll on 29 Jan, 15 at Loch Craignistid-Argyll

on 15 Jan, 1at S Oronsayolonsayon 31 Jan and 10 at Scalladiell on 14 Jan.
Summer/breedingData received from sites igoll (2), Colonsay(5), Islay (1), Kintyre (1), Mid-
Argyll (4) andNorth Argyll( 2 ) . Sites with more than 10 AOI
North Argyll, 16 at Ardtur, AppinNorth Argyll and 20 at Ballachuan, Seiid-Argyll. On
Colonsaya total of 15 AONs at five sites and 9 AONs at RSPB Gruilstay. Post breeding
counts of 8 at Loch Gruinal$layon 7 Jun and 9 at Loch Craignistid-Argyll on 13 Jun.
Autumn/winter Reports from all areas excepu(a). Max. counts of 19 at Campbeltown Loch
Kintyre on 17 Nov, 18 at Scallastle B&jull on 22 Sep. 16 at Loch Crer&lorth Argyllon 19
Oct and 15 at Loch Craignigflid-Argyll on 19 Nov. Counts of-Q0 birds at sites ifslay (1),
Mid-Argyll (1) andNorth Argyll(2).
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CATTLE EGRET* Bubulcus ibis

RBBP A rare visitor. Big increase in numbers and expanding breeding range in England and
more occurrences in Scotland. Seven records. One on Islay in Oct 2009, one on Mull on 27 Oct
2011 with the same bird on Tiree on 25 Nov 2011, one on Mull at Calgary or91ct13 Nov
2018, one at Dalvore, Mid\rgyll on 22 Oct 2020, one near Stewarton Kintyre on 13 Apr 2022
and one at Balvicar MidArgyll on 12-13 Oct 2023.

Autumn One was at The Glebe, ScariniEheeon 4 Oct [J. Bowler, T. de Clermont, J. Dickson

et al. Record was accepted by the SBR@llows a recent pattern of occurrences in late autumn.

Cattle Egret Tiree October © Jim Dickson

GREAT WHITE EGRET* Ardea alba

RBBP A rare visitor. 19 or 20 records between 1986 and 2023. This species is increasing as a
breeding species in the Netherlands and France, and also in England since 2012.

Spring A 2cy+ was at Fairy Isles, Loch Swektid-Argyll on 1617 May [T. Girling] and a 2cy+

was atSouth Pier, Isle of Gighiintyreon 7 Jun [T. Salmeron, C. Cross].

Autumn All reports of birds in notbreeding plumage: Otslay a flock of 13 >NNE between
Ardnave and Nave Is. on 20 Sep. B2J. McKay], 2 were at RSPB Loch Gruinart Flood&ay

on 21 Sep [L. Kingston, P. Roberts]. Mid-Argyll 1 was at Blackmill Bay, Luing on 21 Sep [R.
Lightfoot], 1 was at Clachan Bridge, Seil on 28 Sep [S. Fenwick] and this or another reported at
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