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The Machrihanish Seabird Observatory

Summary of the Year...

The MSBO was manned intermittingly during January / February then daily 15t March
i 22" November. The 2015 Report portrays the year with a monthly summary of
ornithological events accompanied by a selection of some 60 photographs.

March

A drake Common Scoter >S on 7" and a drake Pintail was photographed on 10%.
A welcome 1 if slight i increase in local numbers of Common Eider was apparent
with a peak of 78 birds on 16™. This species has declined locally. Since the MSBO
was established (1993 i with data from 1989) the spring pre-breeding club usually
held 200+ birds annually: however, during spring 2014 <50 birds were present (a
decrease of around 75%).

Small numbers of Red-throated Diver were regular all month (mainly immature).
Max count was 7 on 11", Breeding plumaged adults >S on 19" and 30,

Single (s) immature Black-throated Divers were present on 10" and 17" and Great
Northern Divers peaked at 14 on 16™. The first sign that breeding plumage was
appearing on some birds was noted on 11%" (white spots appearing on mantle) and a
bird with a passednan27™ neckl aced w

Five Lapwings rested on the Point on 10™.
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Lapwing by MSBO 10

Purple Sandpipers (max 9 on 10" and Ruddy Turnstones (max 12 on 14™) were
regular on the point.

The first Greenshank of the year appeared on 17™ followed by the first Whimbrel on
19™. A flock of 8 Sanderling >N on 22",

On 31%, during a westerly gale event, a total of 440 Black-legged Kittiwakes >S /
6hrs. All were aged revealing that 280 / 440 (64%) were first-winter.

Two Iceland Gulls were logged: a first-winter >S on 8" and a second-winter was
photographed on 9. During a WNW near gale event on 28™" a total of 665 auks >S /
5hrs. Photographic samples (n= 271)
majority (87%) were Razorbills and 233 / 236 of these were in breeding plumage.
All 35 Guillemots found in the samples were in breeding plumage and 2 of these
(6%) were bridled variants.

On 31%, in a westerly gale event f6 with regular vicious squalls and increasing wind
speeds (f9-10) a total of 347 auks >S / 6hrs. Photographic samples revealed (again)
that the vast majority (97%) were Razorbills and all were in full breeding plumage.
Only 12 Guillemots were noted and 10/12 were in full breeding plumage.

The first Northern Wheatears (3) of the year appeared on 25,

of
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Iceland Gull §econdwinter) by MSBO 9

April

Three Pintails >N on 21t (a scarce spring passage visitor). An adult Great
Northern Diver >N on 8" (first bird seen in flight this year). Max counts on sea later
were 26 on 18" and 29 on 22",

Wader numbers picked up with 50 Sanderlings present 6M-11" and the first
Dunlins (3) seen here this year arrived on 16". Seven >N on 24,

Whimbrels put in a decent showing with 2 on 11", one on 18", 10 on 19", 3 on 215,
7 on 23, 15 on 24™, 40 on 25™ and 30 >S on 29". The first Common Sandpiper of
the year arrived on 27" and Purple Sandpiper were again present all month with a
max count of 11 on 23",

At least 5 Great Skuas were seen from a Campbeltown fishing boat c. 10 miles NW
of MSBO on 23"-24™ (Raymond Morrison). The first Arctic Skuas of the year were
2 dark adults >S on 27™. A first-winter Mediterranean Gull >S on 1%tand a second-
winter Glaucous Gull >S high over the shoreline on 23" (both first MSBO records
this year).
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Frst-winter Mediterranean Gull >S off MSBCO!'1

The first Sandwich Terns of the year (2) arrived on 9" followed by one on 11", 2 on
12" and 6 >N on 13". Present daily thereafter with max counts 11 on 19" and 14 on
23 (initial appearance later by a week or so this year).

A total of 1320 Razorbills >S / 6hrs on 7™. All were in breeding plumage and the
largest train held over 100 birds.

These were clean flocks of Razorbills: no Guillemots were noted and none found in
any of numerous trains that were photographed (this movement likely involved the
breeding population from RSPB Rathlin Island 18 miles WSW of MSBO).

A Puffin came ashore on 15" and was returned to the sea. It was found again next
day on the shore: unfortunately, it succumbed.

The first White Wagtails of the year (2) rested on the point briefly on 2" before
flying off to the N. Three were present on 6" then 5 on 9™. Daily from 16™ (5) with
peaks of 15 on 22", c¢. 28 on 25" and 37+ on 28™.

At Tayinloan on 28", 59 birds were present (Angus McNab).

Of interest 1 Tayinloan is where | revealed that significant passage of White Wagtail

was occurring on the W coast of Kintyre

A total of 31 Goldfinches trapped at our feeding station during the month included
16 new birds + 15 retraps from previous years.

A nice male Linnet appeared at the feeding station on 9™,

n
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May

The first Shelduck brood (b/2) appeared on 24" and the first Common Eider brood
(b/1) appeared on 21t followed by a b/2 on 30". Two Gadwall >N on 5" 7 most
unusual here in May. Red-throated Divers were regular in small numbers (1-3) with
singles >S on 9 dates 9" i 315,

The best count of Great Northern Divers was 14 breeding-plumaged birds in
Machrihanish Bay on 19™". An immature >S on 23" followed by single adults in
breeding plumage on 29" and 315t

Great Northern Diveffirst-winter) >S off MSBO 23

A total of 80 Manx Shearwaters >S / 1hr on 22" this light movement, the best so
far this year, occurred during a period of poor visibility.

An Osprey was seen >S at The Inneans (a few miles S of MSBO) on 9™ (Kenny
Graham pers. comm.).

A male Merlin was seen on 6 dates to 23 by MSBO, over adjacent uplands and
hunting offshore.

A flock of 11 Sanderlings were in the bay on 23" increasing to 20 on 28" - 30%
(many still in non-breeding plumage). A flock of 50 >S on 315t
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Sanderling by MSBO %0

Ten Dunlins >N on 2", 25 >S on 19", 5 >S on 28™ and 8 were present on 30™.
Passage peaks of Whimbrel included 33 >N on 7" and 22 >N on 13™". A few were
present daily to 15". Later there were singles on 19t and 22,

Whimbrel by MSBQOL3"

9
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The only obvious movement of Common Sandpiper noted was 8 >N in heavy rain
on 5,

Common Sandpipesingingby MSBO §

Arctic Skua (dark adultyff MSBO16™

There were three records of Purple Sandpipers with 6 on 2", 4 on 10" and 2 on
25", Ruddy Turnstone numbers were fairly high at the beginning of the month with

10
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a flock of 30 on 5. This peak fell to 4 birds by 21st- 25" then 2 on 30%". A pale adult
Pomarine Skua >S on 29" (north-west wind was especially strong during occasional
squalls) - the first record this year. Four dark adults and a pale adult Arctic Skua >S
/ 3hrs on 8™, two dark adults were present all day on 16™ and a single dark adult was
ranging around Machrihanish Bay all day 20™. A leucistic adult-type Herring Gull
with a dark tail band was photographed on 10". A total of 80 Great Black-backed
Gulls including 32 adults >N / 3hrs on 8. Immatures (all age categories) accounted
for 60% of the passage. A total of 127 including 46 adults >N / 15hrs on 3 dates 14™
- 16™. Immatures accounted for 64% of the passage. A colour ringed first-winter
Black-legged Kittiwake was photographed on 24™. A total of 170 >S / 7hrs on 29"
(the majority were first-winter).

Black-legged Kittiwake: a colour-ringed / much-worn first-summer bird 24th

Reasonable numbers of Sandwich Terns were a feature of the month with 12 on 3™
and total of 18 >N on 5". A loose flock of 27 rested by Machrihanish village on 8™.
Seen daily thereafter with best count 35 on 17™. A total of 10 Arctic Terns arrived
on 5™, This species was present at Big Scone island colony from 12" with max of 17
on 14%. Common Terns were scarce: 3 arrived on 10", Present Big Scone island
colony from 12" with max 7 on 14%". A total of 400 Razorbills / Common
Guillemots >S / 7hrs on 29" (the majority were Guillemots) and 2 Puffins >S on
22" during a period of poor visibility. Five Rock Doves were by MSBO on 215t
Obvious coastal passage of Barn Swallow occurred on 8" with 160 >N / 3hrs and
many others in off sea. Northward passage of small numbers continued to 21s. A
flock of c. 60 Sand Martins was foraging over the shore by MSBO on 29". A
Greenland type male Northern Wheatear was foraging / ranging over the point on
11t and 13". White Wagtails were present daily to 17" with max count 20 on 4%,
Later there were singles on 19" and 27,

Finally, a male Lesser Redpoll paid a brief visit to MSBO feeding station on 27,

11
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June

Common Eiders breeding success at all time low...
Last year MSBO reported that the population of Common Eiders had declined
locally. Since the MSBO was established (1993 i with some data 1989 - 1992) the

spring 6clubd held 200+ birds annuall vy:

present (a decrease of around 75%) and in May i June last year (2014) the lowest
ever number of ducklings (25) was logged: mean brood size of 8 ducks = 3.1.

The population of Eiders in Clyde waters is known to be in serious decline (Chris
Waltho pers. comm.).

Low breeding success of Eiders at Machrihanish 2015...

So far, this spring / early summer, records have revealed the lowest duckling
productivity ever by MSBO. The only data logged was just three broods 1 a B/1, B/2

andaB/5. Was this yearés very cold (and wet)

this seasons alarming low breeding success or simply more evidence of the recent
decline?

A look at MSBO Eider duckling productivity between MSBO and Machrihanish village
during 2012 -2013 reveals the following...

2012: June - total of 42 ducklings.

2013: June - total of 62 ducklings.

However, the best ever year for duckling productivity was 2010 when 94 ducklings
were counted during June / July with an average brood size of 3.7. Shelduck
broods included a b/10 on 10" and a b/8 just hatched appeared on 13™,

Six Storm Petrels >S / 7hrs on 6™ (all in 1.5hrs in the afternoon). The first birds
seen off MSBO this year and typically during a period of onshore wind / poor visibility
(Eddie Maguire / Martin Conway).

Storm Petrel>S c. 250noff MSBO &

A drake Tufted Duck >S on 2" i a very scarce passage visitor - and 2 drake
Common Scoters >S on 24" followed by 6 drakes>S on 30". A single adult Great

12
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Northern Diver in breeding plumage was present daily from 2nd and was joined by
a first-summer on 16™. A Black-throated Diver (non-breeding plumage) appeared
briefly on 7t

A total of 280 Manx Shearwaters >S / 7hrs on 6" (strong westerly wind / poor
visibility).

An Osprey >N high over MSBO on 7. Two Kestrels were at the Galdrings cliffs
500m S of MSBO on 14,

Small numbers of waders were in evidence including Sanderlings on four dates 2"
(one) i 18" (max 22 on 2M),

Dunlins were regular 10" 7 16", the first returning Redshanks (18) >S on 30™,
single Whimbrels on 11" and 17" and a superb showing of Ruddy Turnstones with
one >S on 2", 3 all day on 6™, a summering immature bird almost daily 9" - 26" and
an adult female regular 18"-21s. Finally, 3 >S on 30™.

Ruddy Turnstone: a summering immature by MSBJd'19

A strong westerly wind with accompanying poor visibility and continuous rain at times
on 17" brought in 3 Great Skuas - all >S.
An unusual species here in summer.

A dark adult Arctic Skua was present all day on 2" and possibly the same bird
appeared again on 6™ targeting mainly Sandwich Terns (20+)

13
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Arctic Skua (dark adult) pursuing a Sandwich Teff 2

An adult Mediterranean Gull >S on 30", The first MSBO June record.

A striking adultMediterranean Gullg a fly-by on30™"

14
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Sandwich Terns were present all month: max daily count was 20+ on 2",

A count on 13" revealed 26 Arctic Terns off Big Scone island colony although a few
(likely many more) were still present on the island incubating / brooding. A first-
summer >N on 26,

Common Terns were scarce this year: none seen at the Big Scone Island Arctic
Tern colony on 13", A total of 740 Common Guillemot >S / 7hrs on 6™ (only 37
Razorbill were logged).

The first Guillemot noted carrying a small food item this year >S on 15" then many
were seen doing this on later dates (doubtless indicates mid June as start of
hatching period at one or more colonies S of MSBO). A Swift came in off sea on
30t,

Oystercatchers chick attempting toswallow alimpet provided by adult(note both chicks are ringed)

July
A female Mallard appeared by MSBO with a late (newly hatched) b/2 on 5. Two

Gadwall, an eclipse drake accompanied by a fresh-looking female-type, appeared
briefly on 4,

15
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The Gadwall drake 4"

16
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A flock 12 Common Scoter (all adult drakes) >S on 5" and a flock 5 >S on 11%
(including 3 adult drakes). An eclipse drake Tufted Duck rested briefly by the point
on 5" then >S.

Tufted Duck éclipsedrake) 3"

A total of 570 Manx Shearwaters >S / 2hrs on 13" (light rain / poor visibility). One
>S on 17" then a loose group of 90 >S on 21st. A total of 14 Storm Petrels >S /
2hrs on 13™ (light rain / poor visibility). Eight adult Red-throated Divers >S on 23
including a loose group of 5.

A Sparrowhawk was hunting along the shore on 23@ and a Kestrel >N 7 well
offshore 1 on 28™,

The first flock of Oystercatchers (14) >S on 9". Southerly movements later
included a total of 40 on 17, five flocks totalling 92 birds on 21!, 30 am on 27,
three flocks totalling 80 am on 28" and a flock 60 on 30". Two Lapwings >S over
MSBO on 12" and a total of 22 Ringed Plovers >S am on 17,

The first juvenile Sanderling >S on 16". Southerly movements later were 3
juveniles on 17", an adult and 2 juveniles on 20™, two flocks totalling 26 and
including at least 3 adults am on 21, a flock of 42 on 27" and a total of 60 am on
28, The first returning Dunlins (c. 20) >S on 5. Southerly movements later
included twelve on 8", 7 on 9", 80 am on 17™, 61 on 20™", 30 on 215, 52 on 26™, 95
including flock c. 60 on 27" and 160 including flock 100+ on 28",

The first Red Knot recorded at MSBO this year >S on 13". Flocks >S later included
28 adults on 17, 2 on 23", flock 23 on 27" and total of 14 on 28™.

Light passage of Common Sandpiper >S commenced on 5™ with a total of 6 singles
>S / 5hrs. Later passage S included total of 11 / 5hrs on 11", 5/ 6hrs on 12" and 7 /
3hrs am on 17™. Scarcer from 20" with only ones and twos >S on 5 dates to 28™.

17
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Colour ringed Blackegged Kittiwake MSBO #4May

A colour ringed first-summer Black-legged Kittiwake that was photographed by
MSBO on 24" May 2015 was found dead on the beach close by on 19™ July.

18
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This bird was ringed in France (probably at a colony in Brittany). Full metal ring
details were...

Mus. Paris FX24192
Of interest, there are two previous confirmed summer records of French colour
ringed Kittiwakes at MSBO involving 4 first-summer birds including 3 together on
one date and all were ringed at colonies in Brittany.
A Greenshank was present most of the day on 20" and a single >S on 26™.
Small numbers of Redshanks were on passage from 2", Forty >S on 28™". A flock
of 11 Black-tailed Godwits >N off MSBO on 27" and single Whimbrels >S on 12%
and 30", Two Common Snipe came in off sea on 26" and a first-summer Ruddy
Turnstone was on the point on 3. A single adult >S on 16%", 2 adults >S on 18", 5
adults >S on 21%t and 4 adults were on the shore on 23, A Great Skua >S on 8™,
The first juvenile Black-headed Gull appeared on 4" and the first juvenile Common
Gulls (5) appeared on 8™,
Sandwich Terns were seen daily in small numbers - max only 5 on 13". An adult
with a single juvenile in tow was seen regularly 18" i 24,
A first-summer Arctic Tern >S on 6". At Machrihanish village, the Big Scone island
colony was deserted on 13™. An adult >S on 19%.
Two Swifts came in off the sea on 4™,

August
This summer there has been a very conspicuous change in the local status of
European Shags. There was no large post-breeding influx of juvenile Shags to SW
Kintyre this year. Only very small numbers have been seen, although normally,
1 0 Owosld appear in late July-early August. The warden on Sanda (off SE Kintyre)
has reported that the Shag colony on the SE side of the island was totally deserted
this year: he attributes this to an incursion of American Mink. Breeding numbers on
Sanda peaked at c. 800 pairs during 2005-2006 but the colony had plummeted to
354 pairs by 2010 (Rab Morton pers. comm.) Ringing of nestling Shags on Sanda
over many years has revealed that a high percentage of juveniles disperse north
from the island and many have been recovered on both E and W coasts of Kintyre.
Over the years, the most impressive post-breeding assembly of mainly juvs off
MSBO was 500 on 15"-19™ July 2007.
Enough has been lamented by MSBO this season about the Common Eider
population crash followed by a truly insignificant breeding attempt around
Machrihanish. Now adult birds are extremely scarce off MSBO / Machrihanish Bay
with a top count this month of only 12 birds including 3 eclipse drakes.
Off MSBO, the horizon was mainly birdless. However, many days of inshore wader
passage and several light inshore movements of Black-legged Kittiwakes kept
interest afloat.
A flock of 29 Mallards were present on 3".increasing to 37 on 13". Three drake
Common Scoters >S on 27™ (the only record this month).
Peak counts of Common Eiders this month included 9 (2 eclipse drakes) on 6" and
5 (2 eclipse drakes) on 23 followed by 12 (3 eclipse drakes) on 315,
Southerly passage movements of Red-throated Diver included: one on 15t. One on
6™. One on 23. Five on 27™Mincluded 2 >S and 3 >S on 30™.
Small numbers of Oystercatchers on passage most dates: the best movements >S
included 330 / 4hrs on 13t (this passage involved 12 flocks / largest 80+). A total of
140 >S on 26™. A flock of 10 Lapwings >S on 18™.

19
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Southerly passage of Ringed Plovers included: 30 on 1%, 45 on 3, 60 on 4™, 38
on 7" and 80 on 9. Only small numbers were seen on passage later.

Southerly passage movements of Red Knots included: two >S on 4™ 12 on 7, 12
on 9™ 3 on 12", 6 on 14", 18 on 15", one on 17", 4 on 18™, flock c. 40 on 19", one
on 23- 24™h 3 on 25", 40 on 26", one on 27", 40 on 28" and 80 on 29™.

Summary total of Red Knot logged >S at MSBO during August = 283. Southerly
passage movements of Dunlins included: 12 on 15t flock 20+ on 2", two flocks
totalling 38 on 3, many flocks totalling 140 am on 4%, 40 on 5", 10 on 7", many
flocks totalling c. 180 on 9", 40 on 12, 70 on 13™, 30 on 27™, 80 on 28™, 60 on 291"
and 10 on 31%.. Summary total of Dunlin logged >S at MSBO during August = 730.
Southerly passage movements of Sanderling included: 18 on 3", 25 on 4", one on
8th, 16 on 9™, 12 on 21%¢, 20 on 27" and 22 on 29" - a poor August showing.

Three Common Sandpipers >S together on 2", a total of 8 on the shore and 5 >S
on 39, Ones and twos daily to 8. 5 on 9. 12 singles >S on 12", 10 >N on 13™,
12 >S on 15" including 4 together. 6 on 17™. 4 on 18™. Singles >S 19" and 21st. 2
on 22", 5 0n 239, Total of 22 >S on 24" including a flock of 5. Total of 8 on the
shore on 25", 4 on 27", 6 on 28™. 3 on 29™. one on 315 (total of 60+ >S during
August).

A Green Sandpiper (calling) >S 30m above MSBO at c. 10:00hrs on 25" (Eddie
Maguire / lomhar McMillan) i a scarce, mainly autumn passage visitor.

A Greenshank >S on 26" and southerly passage movements of Redshank included
30 on 9, 10 on 17™, flock 70 on 19", 20 on 27", 35 on 28" and 45 on 29". The
only record of Black-tailed Godwit was a single bird on 27,

Red Knoson passagéSBO 29

20
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Blacktailed Godwit: MSBO 27

21
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Four Bar-tailed Godwits >S on 28™". A flock of 5 Ruddy Turnstones >S on 4" with
further southerly movements of 8 on 71, 2 on 9", one >S on 19™, one on 24", 6 on
27" and 12 on 29", A pale adult Arctic Skua >S on 9" and 2 dark adults + a pale
adult >S on 10", The first juv Black-legged Kittiwake of the year >S on 15". A
total of 464 >S / 5hrs on 16™. Of these, 328 (70%) were juvs. A further 11 birds (not
included in the analysis) were first-summer plumaged. Another light southerly
movement on 27" revealed that only 56 / 216 (26%) were juvs. No first-summer
birds were noted.

The striking plumage of a juv Bladkgged Kittiwake>S off MSBQ6"

A total of 24 Sandwich Terns including 7 juvs were logged during the month. Peak
period was 27" i 29" with 5 birds off passage including a juv.

A Wood Pigeon flew in off the sea on 16" 7 a rare sighting at MSBO.

The first juvenile White Wagtails (4) arrived on 13", Total of 8 were on the shore on
27%. Small numbers noted regularly later. A flock of 400+ Starling were around the
point all month

Arrivals of Twite at MSBO feeding station included 6 on 19™, 14 on 20", 19 on 218,
25 on 24™ 38 + on 28". A total of 41 were trapped and ringed.

Resightings at MSBO

L586106: (juv). Colour ring = green: code = 17D.

Ringed MSBO 29" September 2014.

Reappeared 15t/ 2" August 2015.

September

For seawatchers, autumn, and especially September, is usually the most dynamic
period of the year when onshore weather can displace large numbers of seabirds

22
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inshore: however, with winds persistently from the N and E most of the month this
was the most disappointing September ever experienced at MSBO-T hat 6 s |
Thirty Mallards on 6" and 42 on 20". A Teal was by MSBO on 10™. An adult drake
Wigeon appeared on 9" and a female-type on 18" - 19" and again 29t - 30™". Seven
drake Common Scoters were in Machrihanish Bay on 2", Numbers of Common
Eiders are now building up in Machrihanish Bay: during the last week of the month
there was an obvious increase of adult males. A total of 36 by MSBO on 30t
included 14 adult drakes. The first drakes (2) in flight after the flightless moult period
occurred on 9. A single Red-throated Diver >S on 17" and 5 >S / 1hr on 23, A
poor showing. A Great Northern Diver in breeding plumage was offshore on 15,
Another very disappointing autumn with no movements of Manx Shearwaters.
Gannets crossing Kintyre...on 15t September an adult was noted c. 1km inland >W
over Lossit Estate. We suspected that it had crossed over the low lying Laggan from
Clyde Waters (Campbeltown Loch) 8 km to the E.

Another systematic watch was initiated by MSBO observers over the estate/village
and the bay N to Westport c. 6km to the N. This stirring watch was much different
from many, many others undertaken over the past few years: unusually on this date
there was no Gannet foraging activity off MSBO and none were present in the E
inner bay area. The watch, from 14:14 - 15:15hrs produced a most unexpected
result. A further 8 birds in passage mode arrived from the E. In all, a total of 9

A

i f el

adults >W / 1hr including 3 together. These high-f | yer 6s materi ali se.

Laggan and surely had crossed from Campbeltown Loch to arrive at Machrihanish
(Eddie Maguire / Rab Morton). The first juvenile >E into Machrihanish Bay on 24™.
The 6" was a particularly good day for large raptors over Ballygroggan uplands S of
MSBO. Three Golden Eagles and many Buzzards were very active for a period of
about 1.5hrs. A male Hen Harrier was over Lossit Estate on 13", a Kestrel was
seen on 15™ and a Merlin appeared on 29,

Merlin 290
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