
RECENT REPORTS April - June 2015 

RECENT REPORTS June 2015 

30 June: A striking adult Mediterranean Gull flew S past Machrihanish Seabird Observatory, 
Kintyre early this afternoon. First ever June record at Machrihanish Seabird Observatory 
(Eddie Maguire). 

 
Mediterranean Gull ς MSBO, Kintyre 30 Jun (Eddie Maguire). 

 
Proud parents, picture taken today. It seems Oronsay has a small colony of Great Skuas 
forming, with two pairs and a single bird, all seen flying around the area. (Mike Peacock). 
 

 
Great Skuas at nest ς Oronsay, Colonsay 30 Jun (Mike Peacock). 

29 June: The Gadwall pair on Oronsay still with a brood of 10 today (Mike Peacock). After 
ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘΣ ŀ ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ Great Skuas have hatched one chick so far, 
second pair are on territory in the same area on Oronsay (Mike Peacock). 

http://argyllbirdclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Mediterranean-Gull-ad-30th-June.jpg
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Gadwall brood ς Oronsay, Colonsay 29 Jun (Mike Peacock). 

 
Great Skua nestling ς Oronsay, Colonsay 30 Jun (Mike Peacock). 

 
A single Eurasian Treecreeper was a surprise at Balephuil, Tiree today, feeding on the walls 
of an old barn ς found by a visiting birder. The Common Quail is still at Balephuil and 13 
Tufted Ducks were at Loch an Eilein (John Bowler). There are only three previous records of 
Eurasian Treecreeper on Tiree. 
A Great Northern Diver in breeding plumage was in Tobermory Bay, Mull today and two 
adult White-tailed Eagles were picking up offal and discards behind a fishing boat in the bay 
(Bob Furness). 

28 June: An adult Greenshank was at Strath Farm pool, The Laggan nr Campbeltown this 
morning. Eddie reports that Common Eider productivity at Machrihanish Seabird 
hōǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊȅ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǎǘ ŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ 
just 25 ducklings in May ς June, up to now only three broods (of 1, 2 and 5) have been seen 
this year. It may possibly be that broods are late owing to the very cold late spring but it will 
be interesting to see what the situation is at other sites in Argyll (Eddie Maguire).  
On Tiree today, the Common Quail was still calling at Balephuil, the 2CY Iceland Gull was at 
West Hynish, the 2CY Glaucous Gull at Traigh Bhi and 3 Sanderling were at Traigh nan 
Gilean (John Bowler) 

27 June: ¢Ƙƛǎ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊƻŀŘ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ CƻǊǘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΣ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǊΩǎ 
ƘŜŀǊǘ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΧ 

http://argyllbirdclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/GAedP1010332.jpg
http://argyllbirdclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/NXnestlingP1010438.jpg


 
!ƭƳƻǎǘ ŀ .ƭŀŎƪ ²ƻƻŘǇŜŎƪŜǊΗΧ нт Wǳƴ ό/ȅǊƛƭ .ƻƴƴŜǘǘύΦ 

 
On Tiree today, 2 House Martins, a Goldfinch and a Common Redpoll were at Balephuil and 
a lone Barnacle Goose at Gott Bay (John Bowler). 

26 June: An impressive nest site for this Oystercatcher near Quarry Point, Crarae, Mid-
Argyll. As Davie says, a big nest for 3 eggs! 

 
Oystercatcher nest ς Crarae, Mid-Argyll 26 Jun (Davie Rutherford). 

 
Oystercatcher nest ς Crarae, Mid-Argyll 26 Jun (Davie Rutherford).  
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Oystercatcher nest ς Crarae, Mid-Argyll 26 Jun (Davie Rutherford). 

25 June: David Jardine has just heard from Ian M Spence, Bird Recorder for Vice Counties 
Denbighshire and Flintshire, that two colour ringed Twite he saw on Luing, Mid-Argyll on 20 
WǳƴŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǊƛƴƎŜŘ ŀǘ /ƻƴƴŀƘΩǎ vǳŀȅ bwΣ CƭƛƴǘǎƘƛǊŜ ƻƴ му aŀǊŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ Lŀƴ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
are now several links between the birds wintering on the Dee and Scotland (incl. 
Machrihanish Seabird Observatory). 

24 June: A Great White Egret was reported at Loch Gruinart RSPB Reserve, Islay today 
(Louise Muir per Jim Dickson). 
On Tiree, a breeding plumage Black-throated Diver was at Gott Bay together with a single 
Barnacle Goose, 12 Little Terns, a Sandwich Tern, a Common Tern and 15 Arctic Terns 
(John Bowler). 
A female Long-tailed Duck was on Loch Gilp, Mid-Argyll, opposite the school, this afternoon 
(Oliver Metcalf). Also on Loch Gilp, a Black-throated Diver in breeding plumage was off 
Ardrishaig (Jim Dickson). 

23 June: There was a report from un-named visitors of three European Bee-eaters today; in 
the Port Charlotte area of Islay. If anyone has information to confirm this please contact Jim 
Dickson. No-ƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΧ όLŀƴ .ǊƻƻƪŜ ǇŜǊ WƛƳ 5ƛŎƪǎƻƴύΦ 
On Tiree today, the Common Quail was heard again at Balephuil, 3 Whimbrel were at Baugh 
and 2 Sandwich Terns off Traigh Bhagh. And in flat calm seas, an Orca, 2 Minke Whales, 12 
Common Dolphins and 5 Porpoises were visible off Crossapol (John Bowler). 

22 June: On Tiree today, the Common Quail was still calling intermittently at Balephuil (John 
Bowler) and the 2CY Iceland Gull and 2CY Glaucous Gull were at Traigh Bhi (Graham Todd). 

21 June: A single Whimbrel was at Hynish, Tiree today (John Bowler). 

20 June: The Common Quail was still calling at Balephuil, Tiree today. A Great Northern 
Diver, Great Skua, 155 Kittiwakes and a 2nd calendar year Little Gull ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘ [ƻŎƘ ŀΩ tƘǳƛƭƭ 
and the 2CY Iceland Gull and 2CY Glaucous Gull ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ [ƻŎƘ ŀΩ tƘǳƛƭƭ ƳŀŎƘŀƛǊ όWƻƘƴ 
Bowler). 

http://argyllbirdclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/DSCF7098.jpg


19 June: On Tiree today, the Common Quail was still calling intermittently at Balephuil, the 
2CY Glaucous Gull was again at Traigh Bhi and 3 Whimbrel were at Clachan (John Bowler). A 
Spotted Flycatcher and a Common Chiffchaff were in the gorse at Barrapol (Geoff Carr). 

18 June: A Common Quail was heard calling on Iona, Mull today. It was in the field behind 
the Corncrake information board on the hill from Sligneach (Dave Wilson). 
²ŜΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ YŜƛǘƘ DƛƭƭƻƴΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘ Cedar Waxwing that was 
present very briefly at Scarinish, Tiree on 10 June. It was not seen subsequently: what it is to 
be in the right place at the right time! Many thanks to Keith for the photos. 

 
Cedar Waxwing ς Scarinish, Tiree 10 Jun (Keith Gillon). 

 
Cedar Waxwing ς Scarinish, Tiree 10 Jun (Keith Gillon). 

 17 June: This Long-eared Owl was found and photographed yesterday by Ann McGregor on 
the Isle of Kerrera, Mid-Argyll. 

http://argyllbirdclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Cedar-Wawing-Scarinish-Tiree-10-06-15-2.jpg
http://argyllbirdclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Cedar-Wawing-Scarinish-Tiree-10-06-15i.jpg


 
Long-eared Owl ς Isle of Kerrera, Mid-Argyll 16 Jun (Ann McGregor). 

On Tiree, the Common Quail calling again at Balephuil, Tiree from late morning, the 2nd 
calendar year at Glaucous Gull ǎŜŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ [ƻŎƘ ŀΩ tƘǳƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǇƭǳƳŀƎŜŘ 
Great Northern Diver was on the loch there (Toby Green per John Bowler). A 2nd calendar 
year Iceland Gull was on the Traigh Bhi machair with the 2CY Glaucous Gull again nearby 
this pm (John Bowler). 

16 June: A Common Quail was calling at Balephuil, Tiree at midday. A stranded dead 
cetacean found at Balephetrish Bay yesterday was eventually identified as an aborted Long-
finned Pilot Whale baby, perhaps linked to the recent mass stranding event on Skye (it only 
measured 0.73m long, cf a typical new-born length of 1.8m) (John Bowler). 
Two or three Tree Pipits present near Garvalt, Glenbarr, Kintyre today, one singing. Steve & 
{ǳŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎƭȅ ǎŜŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ YƛƴǘȅǊŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ό{ǘŜǾŜ ϧ {ǳŜ ²ŀƭƪŜǊύΦ 
Four Greater Canada Geese with 7 young swimming in Holy Loch this afternoon. George 
ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŜǎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ƛƴ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ōǳǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ όDŜƻǊƎŜ bŜǿŀƭƭύΦ 

15 June: Today on Tiree: a single Barnacle Goose and 24 Sanderling at Gott Bay, a 
Greenfinch at the Glebe and a breeding plumage Great Northern Diver ŀǘ [ƻŎƘ ŀΩ tƘǳƛƭƭ 
(also seen there by Keith Gillon on 13th) (John Bowler). 
This beautiful, almost pure white, 2nd calendar year Iceland Gull photographed on Iona, 
Mull today had the observers thinking excitedly of Ivory Gull at first! (Vic & Rachel Theaker). 

 

http://argyllbirdclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/008adjusted.jpg
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2nd calendar year Iceland Gull ς Iona, Mull (Rachel Theaker). 
 

 
2nd calendar year Iceland Gull ς Iona, Mull (Rachel Theaker). 

  

 
2nd calendar year Iceland Gull ς Iona, Mull (Rachel Theaker). 

14 June: On Tiree today: a Curlew Sandpiper on a pool near Heylipol Church, a 2nd calendar 
year Glaucous Gull at Traigh Bhi and a 2nd calendar year Iceland Gull ŀǘ [ƻŎƘ ŀΩ tƘǳƛƭƭΦ !ƭǎƻ 
a male Common Cuckoo, a Spotted Flycatcher and 2 Common Redpolls at Balephuil (John 
Bowler). 

 
Curlew Sandpiper (left) Heylipol Church, Tiree 14 Jun (John Bowler). 

13 June: A Little Egret was seen at Kennacraig, Kintyre today (Allan Hall). 
A male Common Rosefinch was seen at feeders in garden at Achnabreck (nr Lochgilphead), 
Mid-Argyll this morning (Adrian Ward per John Halliday). 
And at least 8 Common Swifts were over High Street, Oban this evening (Mike Anderson). 

http://argyllbirdclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/15-june-2015-white-gull.jpg
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12 June: On Tiree today: a 2nd calendar year Iceland Gull and a 2nd calendar year Glaucous 
Gull ƻƴ ƳŀŎƘŀƛǊ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ [ƻŎƘ ŀΩ tƘǳƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Common Quail was still calling at Hynish 
(Keith Gillon). Also a House Martin and 2 Common Redpolls at Balephuil (John Bowler). 

11 June: A striking leucistic juvenile Common Starling was seen near the Crinan Ferry road, 
Moine Mhor this morning (Jim Dickson). 

 
leucistic juvenile Common Starling ς Moine Mhor, Mid-Argyll 11 Jun (Jim Dickson). 

 
leucistic juvenile Common Starling ς Moine Mhor, Mid-Argyll 11 Jun (Jim Dickson). 

 
leucistic juvenile Common Starling ς Moine Mhor, Mid-Argyll 11 Jun (Jim Dickson). 

  
{ŀŘƭȅ ƴƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜŘŀǊ ²ŀȄǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ¢ƛǊŜŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΥ YŜƛǘƘ DƛƭƭƻƴΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ƛǘ 
was an adult. 
A Common Quail was calling at Hynish, Tiree today and a single Spotted Flycatcher was 
there (Keith Gillon). 12 Common Swifts, a House Martin and 2 Common Redpolls were at 

http://argyllbirdclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/DSCN1943ab.jpg
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Balephuil. The drake Garganey was seen again at Kilmoluaig and the first Marsh Fritillaries 
were on the wing this afternoon (John Bowler). 
 

 
drake Garganey ς Kilmoluaig, Tiree 11 Jun (John Bowler). 

 
Marsh Fritillary ς Tiree 11 Jun (John Bowler). 

10 June: An adult Cedar Waxwing was seen briefly at Scarinish, Tiree this morning: found 
and photographed by Keith Gillon at around 09:00 but not seen since despite much 
searching. Also on Tiree, a Canada Goose at Moss and a Common Cuckoo and Spotted 
Flycatcher at Balephuil (John Bowler). 
A Little Egret was seen at Kennacraig, West Loch Tarbert, Kintyre late this morning (Valerie 
Wells). 
A rather shabby looking Magpie appeared in a garden E of Campbeltown at about 15:30 this 
afternoon. It checked the bird table before flying off in a westerly direction (Steve & Sue 
Walker). 

09 June: On Tiree today: a pair of Garganey briefly at Kilmoluaig and single Garden Warbler, 
Spotted Flycatcher and male Greenfinch at The Glebe (Keith Gillon per John Bowler). 
Also a 2nd calendar year Iceland Gull at Balinoe, a Wood Pigeon and Sandwich Tern 
Crossapol, a Golden Plover at The Reef, a Spotted Flycatcher at An Airidh, Cornaigmore and 
58 Sanderling and a Bar-tailed Godwit at Gott Bay (John Bowler). 

http://argyllbirdclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/garg-110615-crop-small.jpg
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Six Common Swifts circled over Benderloch, North Argyll briefly this evening (Robin Harvey) 
and two were seen a Kilmartin, Mid-Argyll (Jim Dickson). 

08 June: A single Common Swift was seen near Park Road, Dunoon today (Andrew 
Webster). The first-summer Caspian Gull put in an appearance at Loch Gilp, Mid-Argyll again 
(Jim Dickson). 
On Tiree today: a Common Cuckoo and 3 Spotted Flycatchers at Carnan Mor (John Bowler). 
A male Muscovy Duck was seen from Furnace swimming at speed down Loch Fyne, Mid-
Argyll Yesterday early this morning (Roddy MacLeod). While the species is frequently kept 
domestically there are feral populations in some parts of Britain. 

07 June: At Machrihanish Seabird Observatory today: a Black-throated Diver in non-
breeding plumage in early morning, an Osprey flying north high over the Observatory late 
morning, three Turnstones all day and a dark adult Arctic Skua all afternoon (Eddie 
Maguire). 
On Tiree today: 120 Sanderling at Greenhill and single Common Cuckoo, Spotted Flycatcher 
and Common Chiffchaff at Balephuil (John Bowler). 
Black Grouse were calling from the hills above Birdfield (Minard), Mid-Argyll early this 
morning (Paul Daw). 

06 June: During a 7hr sea-watch (from 08:00hrs) at Machrihanish Seabird Observatory 
today, the first Storm Petrels of the year appeared early afternoon, with 6 >S / 1.5hrs during 
a period of poor visibility. Also an interesting large auk movement S, with 740 Common 
Guillemots but only 35 Razorbills ƭƻƎƎŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ό9ŘŘƛŜ aŀƎǳƛǊŜύΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨǊŜŎƻǊŘ 
ǎƘƻǘΩ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƛǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ Ŧƻr a species not often seen from the shore. 

 
European Storm-petrel ς MSBO, Kintyre 06 Jun (Eddie Maguire). 

An adult Greenshank was at the Add Estuary, Mid-Argyll today (Jim Dickson). 

05 June: Mike Peacock got these fascinating photos of a pair of Corn Crakes displaying 
(showing red on the wings) then mating. Taken from the kitchen on Oronsay late this 
evening, when it was almost dark! (Mike Peacock). 

http://argyllbirdclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Storm-Petrel-06.06.2015-2-.jpg


 
Corn Crake ς Oronsay, Colonsay 05 Jun (Mike Peacock). 

  

 
Corn Crakes ς Oronsay, Colonsay 05 Jun (Mike Peacock). 

On Tiree today, a drake Greater ScauǇ ŀǘ [ƻŎƘ ŀΩ tƘǳƛƭƭΣ ŀ Spotted Flycatcher at Balephuil 
and a Garden Warbler, Common Chiffchaff and female Blackcap at Carnan Mor (John 
Bowler). 

 
Greater Scaup ς [ƻŎƘ ŀΩ tƘǳƛƭƭΣ ¢ƛǊŜŜ лр Wǳƴ όWƻƘƴ .ƻǿƭŜǊύΦ 
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Spotted Flycatcher ς Balephuil, Tiree 05 Jun (John Bowler). 

04 June: David Sexton (RSPB Mull Officer) had a nice surprise when he looked out of his 
office window at Salen, Mull this morning. A male Hawfinch, in bright breeding colours was 
on the lawn before flying off into the trees. 
More late Sanderling; approximately 40 were feeding on the tide line on Oronsay, Colonsay 
today (Luke Wake). 
Four Common Cuckoos, one possibly laying, at Craigendive, Loch Striven, Cowal this evening 
as well as several Common Stonechats, a Whinchat and a Reed Bunting (George Newall). 
On Tiree today, a male Blackcap at Balephuil and a Great Skua ŀǘ [ƻŎƘ ŀΩ tƘǳƛƭƭΣ ǿƛǘƘ ннл 
Sand Martins and 60 Barn Swallows also there in the drizzle (John Bowler). 
This Whooper Swan was sitting in the marsh near Ulva Lagoon (Loch Sween), Mid-Argyll 
today (Jim Dickson). 

 
Whooper Swan ς Ulva Lagoon (Loch Sween), Mid-Argyll 04 Jun (Jim Dickson). 

03 June: Four Common Swifts at Ballymeanoch (between Bridgend and Kilmartin this 
morning) (Jim Dickson). 
A late Whooper Swan was at Barrahormid (Linne Mhuirich ς Loch Sween), Mid-Argyll today 
(Jon Close). 
A male Common Redstart was seen close to, by the pond at Achamore Gardens, Gigha 
(Colin & Gillian McCormack per Eddie Maguire). 

http://argyllbirdclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/spot-fly-050615-crop-small.jpg
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02 June: Waders still struggling to move north included 3 Sanderling at Loch Gilp this 
morning (Jim Dickson) and two Sanderling on the beach at Ormsary, Mid-Argyll (unusual 
here) this evening (Stuart Crutchfield). Also three Common Swifts over the Meadows near 
the Cairnbaan, Mid-Argyll turn-off this afternoon (Stuart Crutchfield). 
Meanwhile at Machrihanish Seabird Observatory today an Arctic Skua (dark adult) was 
present all day, mainly targeting the Sandwich Terns (20+ present). Also a drake Tufted 
Duck flying south early afternoon (a very scarce passage visitor here). And in Campbeltown, 
roof nesting Herring Gulls were busy: three nests with incubating adults included one in 
Davaar Avenue and two in Albyn Avenue (Eddie Maguire). 

 
Tufted Duck ς MSBO, Kintyre 02 Jun (Eddie Maguire). 

 
Arctic Skua pursuing Sandwich Tern ς MSBO, Kintyre 02 Jun (Eddie Maguire). 

 
Nesting Herring Gull ς Campbeltown, Kintyre 02 Jun (Eddie Maguire). 
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 On Tiree today: an adult {ŀōƛƴŜΩǎ Dǳƭƭ briŜŦƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ [ƻŎƘ ŀΩ tƘǳƛƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ 
afternoon (again with Black-headed Gulls) before heading west toward Sandaig and a 
Common Redpoll at Balephuil (John Bowler). 

01 June: A sea-watch from Hynish, Tiree in SSE7 after the front had cleared 6-7pm produced 
(all heading SW): one Great Northern Diver, 166 Fulmars, 2,650 Manx Shearwaters, three 
European Storm-petrels, 108 Northern Gannets, 124 Kittiwakes, 4 Arctic Terns, 410 large 
auks and 6 Puffins. Also, 65 Sanderling at Hynish and at Gott Bay, 76 Sanderling, a dead 
metal-ringed Northern Gannet and a dead Common Dolphin (John Bowler). 

RECENT REPORTS May 2015 

 

31 May: On Tiree today: a Whimbrel and a Great Skua at Barrapol, a male Greenfinch and a 
female Hen Harrier at Milton and the first Starling fledglings at Balephuil (John Bowler). 
 
30 May: Two male Gadwall ŀǘ [ƻŎƘ ŀΩ tƘǳƛƭƭΣ ¢ƛǊŜŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ όWƻƘƴ .ƻǿƭŜǊύΦ 
Fewer mainland Argyll WeBS Counts are carried out at this time of the year, partly due to 
other survey commitments. Not to mention the recent unseasonable weather conditions! 
However notable sightings for those who did brave the weather included: 10 Common 
Shelducks and 28 Red-breasted Mergansers at Loch Craignish (Mid-Argyll), 3 Eurasian 
Wigeon and 3 Goosanders and 4 Common Sandpipers at Loch Tulla (North Argyll), 12 
Ringed Plovers and 14 Dunlin at Dunstaffnage Bay (Mid-Argyll) and 40+ Common Terns and 
17 Black Guillemots at Loch Creran (North Argyll). 
The table of counts for May 2015 can be found under the WeBS Count tab. 
29 May: At Loch Gilp this morning: the Common Terns have arrived, with 60+ at Duncuan 
Island. Also a Little Tern feeding at the head of Loch Gilp (unusual here), a Black-throated 
Diver off Ardrishaig and two Common Swifts over Loch Crinan area and one over Dalvore, 
Mid-Argyll. Still a combined flock of around 250 Dunlin/Ringed Plover/Sanderling at the 
Add Estuary ( Jim Dickson). 
At MSBO today birds flying south during a 7hr watch included: a Pomarine Skua (pale adult), 
a Great Northern Diver in breeding plumage, 400 auks (majority Guillemots), 170 
Kittiwakes (majority first-winter) and ca 60 Sand Martins feeding over the shore - some 
resting on Observatory security guys! 
At Strath Farm flood, The Laggan: a Hybrid Barnacle X Canada Goose, 3 Greylag Geese, a 
Whooper Swan and a pair of Shelduck with 13 ducklings! And a first-winter Iceland Gull was 
at Campbeltown (Eddie Maguire). 
On Tiree today: a Barnacle Goose with a damaged wing, 215 Dunlin, 6 Bar-tailed Godwits 
and 180 Arctic Terns were east of Salum. Also a White Wagtail near the Ringing Stone and a 
Goldfinch at Balephuil (John Bowler). 



 
first-winter Iceland Gull ς Campbeltown, Kintyre 29 May (Eddie Maguire). 

 
Little Tern ς Loch Gilp, Mid-Argyll 29 May (Jim Dickson). 

 

 
Sand Martin ς MSBO, Kintyre 29 May (Eddie Maguire). 

 
A Wood Warbler was singing and calling in the woods by Brainport Bay, Mid-Argyll this 
morning. Despite frequent visits, the first heard at this regular site this year - very late. And 
at least 4 Common Sandpipers were calling along the shore between Brainport Bay and 
Minard (Paul Daw). 
28 May: A male Garganey was seen at the south end pools Oronsay, Colonsay today 
together with 2 pairs of Shoveler and a pair of Gadwall (Mike Peacock). 
At Loch Gilp today: one Whimbrel and one Bar-tailed Godwit. Also, Bullfinches seen at four 
sites in Mid-Argyll ( Jim Dickson). Co-incidentally Davie Rutherford also commented on the 
number of Bullfinches ƘŜΩŘ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ [ƻŎƘƎƛƭǇƘŜŀŘκaƛƴŀǊŘ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΦ 
Five Bar-tailed Godwit were at Sorobaidh Bay, Tiree (John Bowler). 
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27 May: On Tiree today: an adult Sabine's Gull at the east end of Gott Bay (perhaps the 
same as one reported from Salum Bay on 23 May), 5 Tree Sparrows (still) and a Goldfinch at 
Balephuil and 10 Tree Sparrows ŀǘ aƛƭǘƻƴ όǎƛƴŎŜ нп aŀȅύΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƴƻǘ ƘŀŘ such high 
numbers of Tree Sparrows on Tiree since the end of the 19th century! (John Bowler). 
A Short-eared Owl was seen over the high moorland between Kennacraig and Claonaig, 
Kintyre today (Alasdair Paterson). 
Jim checked out the report of a possible singing Greenish Warbler at Bellanoch, Mid-Argyll 
today. It turned out to be a Willow Warbler, probably of the pale N Fenno-Scandian race 
acredula. The white throat, lack of yellow on the underparts and stunted song (less melodic 
than usual for Willow Warbler) all fit acredula. A single Moorhen was also there (Jim 
Dickson). 

 
Moorhen ς Bellanoch, Mid-Argyll 27 May (Jim Dickson). 

 

 
Sabine's Gull ς Gott bay, Tiree 27 May (John Bowler). 
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acredula type Willow Warbler ς Bellanoch, Mid-Argyll 27 May (Jim Dickson). 

 
26 May: Two Red-necked Phalaropes on a flood pool on The Laggan (nr Campbeltown), 
Kintyre were a very unexpected find this morning by Eddie Maguire. They look like two 
males: one is slightly brighter than the other but not enough to make it a female (John 
Bowler agrees with this ID). Also 2 drake Shovelers nearby, on Westport marsh (Jim 
Dickson). This appears to be the first Argyll spring record away from Tiree, Islay and one on 
Mull in May 2011. 

 
Red-necked Phalarope ς The Laggan (nr Campbeltown), Kintyre (Eddie Maguire). 

 
The Red-necked Phalaropes photographed later by Jim Dickson: 
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Red-necked Phalaropes ς The Laggan (nr Campbeltown), Kintyre (Jim Dickson). 

 
Red-necked Phalarope ς The Laggan (nr Campbeltown), Kintyre (Jim Dickson). 

 

 
Red-necked Phalarope ς The Laggan (nr Campbeltown), Kintyre (Jim Dickson). 

  
A Red Kite was seen at West Hynish, Tiree today and a dead (2.0m) Risso's Dolphin was 
found west of Vaul (John Bowler). 

25 May: This afternoon and early evening a further increase in small waders at the Add 
Estuary, Mid-Argyll achieved the highest numbers Jim had ever seen there: 795 in total 
comprising 308 Ringed Plover, 25 Sanderling with 462 Dunlin. One of the Sanderlings was 
coƭƻǳǊ ǊƛƴƎŜŘΥ [ŜŦǘΥ όǇŀƭŜύ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŦƭŀƎκ ǿƘƛǘŜκ ōƭǳŜΣ wƛƎƘǘΥ ƳŜǘŀƭ ŀōƻǾŜ ΨƪƴŜŜΩ ōƭǳŜκƎǊŜŜƴΦ 

 
Impressive wader assembly ς Add Estuary, Mid-Argyll 25 May (Jim Dickson) 

 

 
Impressive wader assembly ς Add Estuary, Mid-Argyll 25 May (Jim Dickson) 

 
At the Add Estuary this morning, a significant influx of small waders included: 139 Ringed 
Plover, 23 Sanderling and 296 Dunlin (Jim Dickson). 
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