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ARGYLL B I R D  REPORT 1984 

T h i s ,  t h e  second Argyl l  b i r d  Report  covers  t h e  per iod  1st January t o  3 1 s t  December 
1984. Records of a l l  s p e c i e s  seen  a r e  inc luded  here, as i s  a comprehensive r e p o r t  
on r i n g i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  w i th in  the area. Shor t  papers d e a l i n g  w i t h  Greenland White- 
f ron ted  Goose Roost 
Heronries  then fo l low.  F i n a l l y ,  an a r t i c l e  aimed s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t  t o u r i s t s  and 
t h e  casua l  o r n i t h o l o g i s t  i s  inc luded  t o  po in t  o u t  some of t h e  b i r d s  t o  be seen 
around the  Oban area. 

si tes i n  A r g y l l ,  Tawny O w l  b reeding  success  and a census of 

The spec ie s  l i s t  has been compiled by Richard Coomber who has ,  un fo r tuna te ly ,  l e f t  
t h e  a r e a  a f t e r  many years  as t h e  County r eco rde r .  I would l i k e  t o  take t h i s  
oppor tuni ty  t o  thank Richard f o r  h i s  h e l p  i n  t h e  product ion  of t h i s  and t h e  preceding  
Report  and f o r  h i s  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  "Argyl l  B i r d  Club". He w i l l  
hopefu l ly  remain-.a r e g u l a r  v i s i t o r  t o  t h e  area and h e l p  add s i g h t i n g s  t o  f u t u r e  
' s p e c i e s  l i s ts ' .  David S t roud ,  Kindrochid,  Sanaig ,  Bru ich laddich ,  I s l a y  has now 
taken  over as County r e c o r d e r  and a l l  r e c o r d s  of species s i g h t i n g s  i n  1985 should 
be s e n t  t o  him be fo re  3 1 s t  January 1986. 

Product ion of t h e  nexf; Report  i s  a l r eady  underway'and I would welcome o f f e r s  of 
papers, a r t i c l e s ,  no te s  o r  l e t t e r s  f o r  i nc lus ion .  Items f o r  the  1985 Report should 
r each  me before  3 l s t  December 1985. P r i o r  d i s c u s s i o n  about  p a p e r s  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  
would be advantageous.  

The Report i s  now publ i shed  as pa r t  of t h e  Argy l l  B i r d  C l u b ' s  a c t i v i t i e s .  The Club 
was formed e a r l y  i n  1985 and has a l r eady  r e c r u i t e d  a lmost  50 members. Membership 
is open t o  a l l  who a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  orn i tho logy o r  conserva t ion .  S i n g l e  membership 
i s  23 and f a m i l y  24.50. F u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  are a v a i l a b l e  from the  Membership S e c r e t a r y ,  
Miss Jane  B a t t r i c k ,  Ro ineacha i l ,  Benderloch, Oban,or any of t h e  committee members 
l i s t e d  below. 

Chairman : Col in  A G a l b r a i t h ,  4 Achagoi l ,  Minard. 
Vice Chairman : D r  C l i v e  C r a i k ,  S M B A ,  Dunstaffnage,  Dunbeg, Oban. 
Sec re t a ry  : David S t r o u d ,  Kindrochid,  Sanaig ,  Bru ich laddich ,  I s l a y .  
T reasu re r  : Mike Madders, c/o Lochdon P o s t  O f f i c e ,  Lochdon, Mull. 
Membership Sec re t a ry  : Jane  B a t t r i c k ,  Roineachai l ,  Benderloch,  Oban. 
Committee : Roger Broad, Birch Road, K i l l e a r n ,  Glasgow 

: David Evamy, I s l a y  F r i g a t e  Ho te l ,  Tarbert .  
: D r  A R J enn ings ,  1 F e r r y f i e l d  Dr ive ,  Connel, Oban 

The Club hopes t o  p l a y  an a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  conse rva t ion  w i t h i n  Argyl l . ,  T h i s  should 
be p a r t l y  achieved by p u b l i c a t i o n  of subsequent r e p o r t s ,  o rgan i s ing  and funding 
O f  surveys and r e s e a r c h  i n t o  ecology w i t h i n  Argy l l .  The Club w i l l  a l s o  o rgan i se  
t a l k s  and meet ings t o  d i s c u s s  i s s u e s  r e l e v a n t  t o  conse rva t ion .  

F i n a l l y  I would l i k e  t o  thank a l l  those  who helped i n  t h e  product ion of t h e  Report 
and wish everbody s u c c e s s f u l  b i r d  watching w i t h i n  Argy l l  dur ing  1985. 

- Col in  A G a l b r a i t h  
Minard 

1st J u l y  1985 
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AREAS 

ARGYLL B I R D  REPORT 1984 

Recorder R P Coomber 

[The fo l lowing  format is u s e d f o r  each s p e c i e s  i n  t h e  
r. sys t ema t i c  l ist.  3 

Numbers are Euring codes and the  gaps i n  t h e  sequence 
of numbers re la te  t o  s p e c i e s  not  recorded i n  Argyl l  t h i s  Year. 
A l i s t  of Euring codes for s p e c i e s  on the  B r i t i s h  L i s t  
can be found i n  t h e  "Birdwatcher 's  Year Book 1984". 

The sequence of r eco rds  and names i n  t h e  sys temat ic  l ist 
fo l lows  Voous(1977, L i s t  of Recent H o l a r c t i c  B i r d  Spec ies )  
as publ ished i n  t h e  " B r i t i s h  Bi rds"  " L i s t  of B i r d s  of the  
Western P a l e a r c t i c "  (1984).  

Terms "first win te r  per iod" and "second winter  per iod"  
refer t o  t h e  per iod  from January t o  February/ear ly  March 
and mid-October t o  t h e  end of t h e  y e a r  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

These de ta i l s  are based on 1983 Report and are in tended  t o  
g i v e  t h e  reader an idea of t h e  status of s p e c i e s  i n  Argy l l  
and a l s o  t h e  areas where most l i k e l y  t o  be seen.  Obviously 
excep t ions  and a d d i t i o n s  t o  these de ta i l s  w i l l  be most 
welcome. 

Abrevla t ions  are:- 
- Resident .  

- Breeding s p e c i e s .  Non-migratory, bu t  breeding and win te r ing  
areas wi th in  Argyl l  d i f f e r .  

- Summer v i s i t o r .  Breeds bu t  does not  w in te r .  

- Winter v i s i t o r .  Winters  bu t  does n o t  breed i n  Argyl l .  

- Passage. B i rds  seen on passage a t  migra t ion  times bu t  do 
n o t  u sua l ly  occur  i n  summer or win te r  months. 

I r r e g u l a r  r e f e r s  t o  s p e c i e s  t h a t  are unpred ic t ab le  i n  t h e  
t iming ,  l o c a t i o n  and numbers of occurrences.  

Scarce  s p e c i e s  are those  found i n  only a few s i t e s  i n  t he  
County and g e n e r a l l y  i n  small numbers. 

- Rare s p e c i e s  are annual ,  bu t  only one or two i n d i v i d u a l s  

Vagrant s p e c i e s  are not  expected t o  be seen  on an  annual  
basis and most are r a r e l y  seen  morae f r e q u e n t l y  than  once i n  
three y e a r s .  

.'I are involved i n  t h e  whole County. 

1. KINTYRE - Mainland and in shore  i s le ts  south  of a l i n e  
between T a r b e r t  and West Loch T a r b e r t .  T h i s  area inc ludes  
Cigha. 

2.  ISLAY - a l s o  inc ludes  J u r a  and Colonsay p l u s  a s s o c i a t e d  
areas. 
3. COWAL - Mainland from a l i n e  up Glen Fyne t o  t h e  old 
County boundary and south  down that  boundary, bu t  does not  
Inc lude  Bute. 
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4 .  MID-ARGYLL - North from t h e  'K in ty re  a r e a '  boundary t o  
Oban and around t h e  c o a s t  eas twards  along t h e  southern  sho re  
of Loch E t i v e .  From the re  through t h e  Pass of Brander and 
around t h e  no r th  end of Loch A w e  t o  Dalmally and t h e n ' e a s t  
a long  t h e  main road t o  t he  o l d  County boundary. From there  
south  t o  t h e  'Cowal a r e a '  boundary. 

5 .  MULL - a l s o  i n c l u d e s  Col1 and  T i r e e  p lus  t h e  small i s les  
of I o n a ,  U l v a ,  S t a f f a  and t h e  Treshn i sh  group. 

of Loch Leven then  e a s t  t o  t h e  o l d  County boundary v i a  t h e  
south  s i d e  of t h e  Blackwater Rese rvo i r .  Also i n c l u d e s  Lismore,  
bu t  no t  Morvern, which i s  now p a r t  of  Highland Region. 

[s 
geograph ica l  boundaries  of t h i s  r e p o r t .  The BTO boundary 
fo l lows  lOkm squa res  t o  avoid t h e  problem of ' sha red '  squa res . ]  

._ 6 .  NORTH ARGYLL - Area n o r t h  of Mid-Argyll t o  t h e  south  sho re  

The County boundary f o r  BTO surveys  does no t  fo l low t h e  

-. 
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0002 

KINTYRE 
MULL 

0003 

KINTYRE 
COWAL 
MID-ARGYLL 

MULL 

COLL 
NORTH ARGYLL 

0004 

KINTYRE 

SYSTEMATIC LIST 

RED-THROATED DIVER Cav ia  s te l la ta  
' [BtW+P: * A l l  areas] 

No d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t s  of breeding success  bu t  w i t h  t h e  dry 
summer b i r d s  should have done well. However, of two pairs i n  
Mid-Argyll only one young was r e a r e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y .  

Counts: 

7 Cloanaig 2 1 s t  October.  
11 S c a l l a s t l e  Bay 1 8 t h  March; 8 Loch na Keal 1 6 t h  December. 

BLACK-THROATED D I V E R  Cavia  a r c t i c a  

[B+W+P: A31 areas] 
Few r e p o r t s  of breeding  - s i n g l e  p a i r  i n  Mid-Argyll r e a r e d  one 
young. S c a r c i t y  of r e c o r d s  o u t s i d e  breeding  season may be due 
t o  l a c k  of  obse rve r s  i n  area a t  t h i s  time of  y e a r .  

Count a : 

1 East Loch T a r b e r t  7 t h  February.  
1 Dunoon 7 t h  January .  
2 Loch Sween 5 t h  & 25th  January ;  3 Loch Fyne 1 9 t h  January ;  
2 Loch C a o l i s p o r t  26 th  November & 30th  December. 
S i n g l e s  'Salen Bay 1 3 t h  February;  Loch Tuath 15th  February and 
o f f  Aros Castle 1 7 t h  December; 4 Loch na  Keal 2 1 s t  November; 
3 Loch S c r i d a i n  25th December. 
1 Bousd 21s t  October;  2 F e a l l  Bay 21s t  October.  
1 Benderloch 8 t h  January .  .. 

GREAT NORTHERN DIVER Cavia  immer 

[W+P: A l l  areas] 

Major i ty  of b i r d s  seen  September t o  end May. 
two summer reco rds .  

Counts : 

c40 o f f  n o r t h  end of Gigha 9 t h  March; c55 West Loch T a r b e r t  
1 8 t h  March. 

Usual ly  one or 
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ISLAY 
MULL 

0008 . . .. ~ -- 

COWAL 
M I  D-ARGY LL 
MULL 

0009 

KINTYRE 
MULL 

0010 

MID-ARGYLL 

0011 

KINTYRE 
ISLAY 
COWAL ~ w_ 

MID-ARGYLL 

MULL 

0020 

ISLAY 
MULL 

1 9  counted  l a t e  October .  
22 Loch na Keal 1 8 t h  March. S e v e r a l  r e c o r d s  of summer plumaged 
a d u l t s  i n  mid-June wi th  t h e  l a s t  20 th  June .  Count around c o a s t s  
du r ing  December produced 48 wi th  16  i n  Loch S c r i d a i n .  

LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus  r u f i c o l l i s  

[B+W: A l l  a r e a s ]  

Breeds on many of t h e  more f e r t i l e  l o c h s  e s p e c i a l l y  Kin tyre  
and Mid-Argyll. 
of many s e a l o c h s .  

Counts:  

8 Holy Loch 2 1 s t  J anua ry .  
5 Minard 7 t h  January .  Breeding 4 known p a i r s .  
9 Lochdon 31st December. 

I n  Win te r  widespread  a l o n g ' s h e l t e r e d  c o a s t s  
.. - . 

GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps  c r i s t a t u s  

[W+P: Areas  1, 2 ,  4 & 51 

I r r e g u l a r .  

Counts:  

1 West Loch T a r b e r t  23rd October .  
Adult  i n  w i n t e r  plumage Loch Assapol  2 1 s t  February.  

RED-NECKED GREBE Podiceps g r i s e g e n a  

[Vagrant  3 
Counts:  

1 f l e w  i n  f rom SW t o  l a n d  on l o c h .  Loch Awe 2nd June 

SLAVONIAN GREBE Podiceps  a u r i t u s  

[W+P: Areas 1-53 

R J K e l l y )  

Regular  i n  w i n t e r  i n  some s e a l o c h s  e s p e c i a l l y  around Mull and 
Loch I n d a a l ,  I s l a y .  

Counts : 

3 West Loch T a r b e r t  1 2 t h  March. 
2 Loch I n d a a l  25 th  January  and 4 t h e r e  9 t h  February .  
3 T ighnabru ich  29th  Janua ry .  
S i n g l e s  Loch C a o l i s p o r t  4 t h  Janua ry  & 1 2 t h  Februa ry ;  Loch Awe 
( f r e s h w a t e r )  1 4 t h  March; Lochgi lphead 8 t h  December. 
S i n g l e s  Loch Cuin 26th  January  and i n  Sound of Mull n o r t h  of  
Tobermory 1 5 t h  November. 12  i n c l u d i n g  b i r d s  d i s p l a y i n g  i n  
Loch n a  Keal 1 8 t h  March; 4 Loch S p e l v e  1 8 t h  March and 2 t h e r e  
26th  November. 

FULMAR Fulmarus g l a c i a l i s  

[B+WtP: Areas 1, 2 & 51 

Apparent ly  s t i l l  i n c r e a s i n g  and ex tend ing  r ange  i n  A r g y l l .  

Counts : 

100 s o u t h  i n  30 minutes  o f f  Frenchman's Rock 23rd October .  
S i n g l e  "b lue"  Fulmar heading  n o r t h  s e e n  from trawler west of  
Mull 23 rd  February .  Count of b i r d s  on c l i f f s  on west s i d e  of 
Dutchman's Cap and Lunga i n  T r e s h n i s h  group were 131 and 169 
r e s p e c t i v e l y  23rd February.  

7 



ISLAY 

0043 

ISLAY 

MULL 

0046 

ISLAY 

MID-ARGYLL 
MULL 

0052 

COLONSAY 
MULL 
NORTH ARGYLL 

0055 

MULL 

' I_ GHBA'P SIIEAIIWATER M" inue gl1;ivls 
[ I r r e g u l a r  on passage mainly o f f  I s l a y  and Mull.] 

Counts : 

1 Loch C r u i n a r t  7 t h  J u l y  ( R  Thaxton) .  

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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SOOTY SHEARWATER Puf f inus  g r i s e u s  

[P: Areas 1, 2 & 53 
Regular i n  l a t e  summer mainly o f f  A t l a n t i c  c o a s t s  i n  vary ing  
numbers as t h e  s p e c i e s  heads s o u t h  t o  breed I n  South A t l a n t i c .  
Sp r ing  r e c o r d s  are excep t iona l .  

Counts : 

2 seen  from f e r r y  o f f  P o r t  Askaig 7 t h  September and 1 from 
f e r r y  o f f  Port E l l e n  1 0 t h  September. 
Main coun t s  between Mull and T i r e e  were 1 4  on 
32 on 25 th  August and 8 3  on 10 th  September. 

20 th  August, 

MANX SHEARWATER Puf f inus  p u f f i n u s  

[ B t P :  Areas 1, 2 ,  4 ,  5 6, 63 

Breeds i n  small numbers, b u t  m a j o r i t y  of  r e c o r d s  come from 
t h e  west c o a s t  where b i r d s  breeding  on Rhum are involved .  

Counts : 

c20 o f f  Frenchman's Rocks 3rd February.  1 South there 23rd 
October. 
c400 o f f  Garve l lochs  20th  J u l y .  
70001 seen  between Mull and T i r e e  1st August w i t h  6830 of t h o s e  
between Col1 and T l r e e .  Number decreased t o  3100 by 1 0 t h  
September and by 22nd September t h i s  was down t o  c1500. 

I STORM PETREL Hydrobates pe l ag icus  

[Breeding b i r d s  come ashore  i n  Sate May/June. Passage August- 
October.  3 
Counts: I 

I 
LEACH'S PETREL Oceanodroma l eucorhoa  I 

I 
I 

1 fo l lowing  f e r r y  n o r t h  of Colonsay 1 7 t h  January.  
Maximum seen  on t r i p  t o  'Piree from Tobermory 8 on 1 0 t h  September.  
J u v e n i l e  found dead Cui1 Bay 1 5 t h  November. 

[Passage b i r d s  recorded  o f f  K in ty re  and A t l a n t i c  Coas ts ,  
g e n e r a l l y  seen  du r ing  and a f t e r  gales.] 
Counts: 

Only r e c o r d  du r ing  y e a r  were 2 between Mull and T i r e e  10 th  
September. 
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007 1 

MID-ARGYLL 

ISLAY 

0072 

M I  D-ARGY LL 

GANNET S u l a  bassana 

[Non-breeding b i r d s  around c o a s t s  i n  t h e  breeding season a r e  
from Ailsa Cra ig  and  S t  Kilda.  Passage b i r d s  a t  mig ra t ion  
times. Comparatively few i n  w i n t e r  wi th  t h e  ma jo r i ty  of 
b i r d s  be ing  a d u l t s  who do not  wander as f a r  as immatures.] 

Count 8 : 

B i r d s  f i s h i n g  i n  Loch Fyne dur ing  J u l y  and August. Maximum 
count 1 2 0  o f f  Ardr i sha ig  2nd August. 
60 o f f  Frenchman's Rocks 23rd October .  

- 

CORMORANT Phalacroc o r  ax c a r  bo 

[RtW: A l l  areas] 
1. 

Much less p l e n t i f u l  than Shag around our  c o a s t s ,  a l s o  occurs  
i n  small numbers on some freshwater l o c h s .  There i s  evidence 
t o  sugges t  b i r d s  move i n t o  c o a s t a l  waters i n  Autumn. 

Counts : 

48 a c t i v e  nests on Car ra ig  ad Daimh 1 7 t h  June. On a r i n g i n g  
t r i p  5 p u l l i  r e g u r g i t a t e d  e e l s .  
l i k e  a Roach, which would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t he  p a r e n t s  were 
c o l l e c t i n g  food from f r e shwa te r .  

A 6 t h  produced what looked 

9 



0152 

0153 

MID-ARGYLL 

0154 

I S L A Y  

- SHAG Phalacrocorax a r i s t o t e l i s  

[ R t W :  A l l  areas] 
Very common around c o a s t s .  

Counts : 

Approximately 690 p a i r s  on McCormaig Isles. 

GREY HERON Ardea c i n e r e a  

[R.)W: A l l  areas] 
Widespread on mainland and i s l a n d s .  Breeding r e p o r t e d  a l l  
areas. 

MUTE SWAN Cygnus o lo r  

[R+W: A l l  areas] 
Widespread bu t  s p a r s e  breeding s p e c i e s .  

BEWICK'S SWAN Cygnus columbianus 

CP: Areas 1, 2 & 41 
I r r e g u l a r  on passage ,  a l though  occurred  as a r e g u l a r  w i n t e r  
v i s i t o r  t o  T i r e e  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  century .  
R in tou l  "The B i r d s  of Scot land"  1953). 
Counts : 

(see Baxter and 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

4 a d u l t s  s p e n t  2 hours  on Loch Shira  11 December ( C A Ga lb ra i th ) .  I 
WHOOPER SWAN Cygnus Cygnus I 

I 
[WtP: September-early May: A l l  areas] 
Major i ty  of b i r d s  a r e  seen  on passage.  Smal le r  numbers w i n t e r  
throughout  t h e  area and occas iona l  non-breeding b i r d s  may 
summer. 

Counts: I 
150 on Loch G r u i n a r t  RSPB Reserve 1 1 t h O c t o b e r ;  30 Bowmore 22nd 
October;  26 on sea i n  Sound o f  J u r a  then  flew n o r t h  16 th  March. I 
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10 r e s t i n g  on t h e  s e a  about  1 m i l e  west of Treshnish  Po in t  
1st A p r i l .  Summering b i r d  a t  Kinloch s t i l l  p re sen t  a t  end 
of yea r .  

BEAN GOOSE Anser f a b a l i s  
[ I r r e g u l a r  o r  vagrant  on passage - r e c o r d s  from I s l a y ]  

Counts: 

1 S k e r r o l s  27 th  March. 

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE Anser brachyrhynchus 

[P+W: Areas 2 ,  4 & 5: September t o  e a r l y  May] 

Mainly seen on Spr ing  and Autumn m i g r a t i o n  f l y i n g  over  b u t  
o c c a s i o n a l l y  b i r d s  s top-of f  f o r  a few hours  o r  days.  S i n g l e s  
w i n t e r i n g  w i t h  ba rnac le  geese  on I s l a y  are not  unusual .  

Count s : 

Winter ing  b i r d  las t  r e p o r t e d  Bridgend 2 l s t  A p r i l .  
5 s i n g l e s  du r ing  December. 
26 Clachan Sei1 20th January ;  1 Clachan,  Loch Fyne 31st J u l y  
might have been an escape .  
1 a t  Fidden 24th  November could p o s s i b l y  be t h e  j u v e n i l e  t h a t  
a t t a c h e d  i t s e l f  t o  farmyard geese  a t  Ki l l i ech ronan ,  Loch na 
Kea1 2 8 t h  November t o  end of t h e  y e a r .  
2 Gal lanach 2 l s t  October .  

Maximum 

WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE Anser  a l b i f r o n s  

A l l  b i r d s  s een  i n  A r g y l l  i n  1984 were of  Greenland r a c e .  

[W: Areas 1, 2 ,  4 ,  5 & 6: September-May] 

Argy l l  i s  t h e  most impor tan t  w i n t e r i n g  a r e a  f o r  t h i s  r a c e  i n  
Sco t l and  w i t h  some 80+f of Scot t i sh  popula t ion .  

Argy l l  t o t a l s :  A p r i l  census 6578 ( I s l a y  - 4198);  November 
8194 ( I s l a y  5256) .  Breeding s u c c e s s  c a l c u l a t e d  i n  Autumn on 
1 5  b i r d s  r i n g e d  on Greenland e x p e d i t i o n  i n  t h e  summer 1984 on 
I s l a y  October  - December and a n o t h e r  2 seen on Co l l .  I s l a y  
showed 12.1% young. 

[Detailed breakdown of coun t s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  Greenland W h i t e -  
f r o n t e d  Goose Study Census Repor ts  a v a i l a b l e  from David S t roud] .  

November counts  elsewhere: 

404 Kin ty re ,  855 Rhunahaorine. 
108 
65 at  Loch P o i t  na h-I and Loch Assapol .  
Counts of 575 and 620 r e s p e c t i v e l y  were t h e  h i g h e s t  recorded  
from t h e s e  i s l a n d s .  

GREYLAG GOOSE Anser anser 

[Bi-PtW: A l l  a r e a s ]  

Large numbers seen on passage.  The main win te r ing  a r e a s  are 
Cowal and Mid-Argyll, w i t h  small number r e g u l a r i l y  on I s l a y ,  
C o l l  and T i r e e .  Breeds on C o l l  and T i r e e  and occas iona l ly  
e l sewhere .  
Counts: 
55 Tarbert 5 t h  January ;  400 Machrihanish 1 4 t h  January ;  250 
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Clachan 2 4 t h  January.  
89 was t h e  h ighes t  f i g u r e  s i n c e  1982 1 9 t h  January.  
26 Kiloran Meadow 8 t h  January.  
25 Auchenlochan 20th January;  1110 Toward Po in t  21s t  January.  
24 Connel 2 1 s t  January;  400 P o l t a l l o c h  3 1 s t  January;  200 Drimvore I 
2 1 s t  November; 30 f l y i n g  South ofDanna 26th  December. 
5 w i t h  a s i n g l e  ba rnac le  goose Treshnish  Isles 9 t h  June. 
Pair bred r e a r i n g  3 young. 

SNOW GOOSE Anser cac ru le scens  

e s t a b l i s h e d  on Treshnish  Estate, Mull i n  1950 ' s  and persists. 
I n  Autumn 1983 t h i s  f l o c k  moved en masse t o  win te r  on Col1 and 
repeated the  e x e r c i s e  i n  1984. 
of s i n g l e  snow geese might come from t h i s  f l o c k  bu t  the  a r r i v a l  
of snow geese  w i t h  win te r ing  geese and whooper swans t o  I s l a y  
might be genuine vagrants .  

Counts : 

Adult  t h a t  a r r i v e d  I n  mid-October 1983 was s t i l l  p r e s e n t  i n  
March. 
Adult  p re sen t  on Crinan Moss i n  February/March. 

-I A feral f l o c k  of snow and "blue" phase snow geese was 

Xt Is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  r eco rds  

CANADA GOOSE Branta  canadens is  

[BtW+V: Areas 1, 2 t 4 1  
Small breeding popula t ion  on Colonsay. 
of small r a c e s  t o  I s l a y  migh t  well be genuine t r a n s - A t l a n t i c  
vagrants .  

Count s : 

' h u t c h i n s o n i i '  t ype  p resen t  u n t i l  a t  least 8 t h  A p r i l .  
18 7 t h  January.  
Pair Loch E t i v e  2 4 t h  A p r i l .  

Vagrant w in te r  v i s i t o r  

BARNACLE GOOSE Branta  l e u c o p s i s  

[W: Areas 1, 2 ,  4 & 5: October-April]  

Large numbers w i n t e r o n I s l a y  bu t  are r a r e l y  i n  excess  of 500 
elsewhere. 
Counts : 

Maximum count  17345 19 th  December. 
90 Oronsay 7 t h  January.  
500 Is le  of Danna 5 t h  January ;  1 3  wi th  Greylags Drimvore 
November/December. 
60 Inch  Kenneth 2nd February;  54 Loch Tuath 1 4 t h  February;  
under 200 Treshnish  Isles 26th  A p r i l ;  1 wi th  Greylags Sgeir 

1 on o f f s h o r e  i s l e t ,  Cal lanach Bay 3rd J u l y .  
., an Ei r ionnach  9 t h  June.  
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I 
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BRENT GOOSE B r a n t a  b e r n i c l a  

[WtP :  September-May: Areas 1, 2 ,  & 51  
The m a j o r i t y  of  b i r d s  seen i n  Argy l l  are t h e  l i g h t - b e l l i e d  
r a c e ,  Bran ta  b e r n i c l a  h e  which b r e e d s  i n  nor th-eas t  
Greenland and A r c t i c  Canada. Most b i r d s  are r epor t ed  from 
Is lay  and these are b i r d s  pas s ing  t o  o r  from t h e i r  main 
win te r ing  q u a r t e r s  i n  I r e l a n d .  One seen  on I s l a y  i n  May 1979 
wore a n e c k c o l l a r  and o r i g i n a t e d  on Ba thur s t  I s l a n d ,  Canada 
76 N ,  99 W ,  where it  was marked i n  J u l y  1975. I n  1975 and 
1976 itwas seen  i n  I r e l a n d .  Less f r e q u e n t l y  seen are t h e  
d a r k - b e l l i e d  b r e n t s  B b b e r n i c l a  from A r c t i c  Russia.  

Counts: 

2 Loch I n d a a l  19 th  Janua ry ;  18 Loch Indaa l  and 104 Loch 
Gru ina r t  RSPB Reserve 2 l s t  A p r i l ;  1 f e e d i n g  wi th  o t h e r  geese  
near  Cattadale 9 t h  February showed c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of Black 
B r a n t  Branta  b n ig rans  ( R  F Coomber) ( S u b j e c t  t o  acceptance  
by B r i t i s h  B i r d s  R a r i t i e s  Committee). 

I n  Autumn t h e r e  was a n  unusual ly  h igh  passage through Loch 
Gru ina r t  . 
1 1 0 t h  Janua ry .  

SHELDUCK Tadorna t adorna  

[BtW: A l l  areas] 

Widespread 
sea lochs .  Most b i r d s  have l e f t  by l a t e  J u l y  and begin t o  
r e t u r n  d u r i n g  November. Occas iona l ly  one o r  two, g e n e r a l l y  
j u v e n i l e s ,  r ema in  throughout  Autumn. 

Count s : 

313 Loch G r u i n a r t  RSPB Reserve 9 t h  March. 
Pairs bred  Loch Fyne, Lochgi lphead,  Port-Ann and  Minard .  
F i r s t  young seen  Port-Ann with 9 duck l ings  25th May. 
F i r s t  young seen  Lochdon, P a i r  w i t h  1 4  duckl ings  2 l s t  May. 

as a breeding  s p e c i e s  around s u i t a b l e  c o a s t s  and 

t 



0179 WIGEON Anas penelope 
[BiW: A l l  areas] 

Sca rce  o r  i r r e g u l a r  breeding spec ie s .  
by s a l t  water. 
Counts : 

230 West Loch T a r b e r t  7 t h  September increased  t o  288 23rd 
October and t o  450 1 0 t h  November. 
250 Loch Indaa l  22nd October;  299 Loch C r u i n a r t  RSPB Reserve 
15 th  November. 
245 Loch Crinan 19th October;  340 Lochgilp 2 1 s t  November. 
S i n g l e  drake 19 th  June;  185 Lochdon 31s t  October.  

Common i n  win te r  mainly 
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I 
I 
I 

GADWALL Anas strepera 

[W+Pt?B: Areas 2 t 5)  
I r r e g u l a r  i n  winter /passage.  May breed. 

Counts: 

S i n g l e s  from Mishnish Lochs 24th  February and Loch Assapol 
1 3 t h  A p r i l  were t h e  only r e p o r t s  from whole of County t h i s  year. 

TEAL Anas c r e c c a  

CB+W: A 1 3  areas] 
Widespread breeding  species. 
areas i n  win te r .  
Occurs as vagrant .  - Counts : 

Breeding r e p o r t e d  from s e v e r a l  h i l l  l o c h s .  

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

P l e n t i f u l  on f resh water and t i d a l  
Green-winged r a c e  Anas c r e c c a  c a r o l i n e n s i s  

1 4  
I 
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PO Loch Gruinar t  RSPB Reserve 1 8 t h  Oc tobe r ;  120 Bridgend 
23rd Oc tobe r .  
130 Lochdon 15th August - f i r s t  r e t u r n i n g  b i r d s  i n c r e a s e d  t o  
1 0 4  by 31st August.  Green-winged Teal d r a k e  p r e s e n t  Lochdon 
1 2 t h  February  (R F & Mrs E M Coomber). Same o r  ano the r  
i n d i v i d u a l  p r e s e n t  from 25th  November t o  t h e  end of y e a r  ( M  
Madders). These  r e c o r d s  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  accep tance  by t h e  
B r i t i s h  B i r d s  R a r i t i e s  Committee. 
50 Loch C l i a d  2 l s t  October .  

MALLARD Anas p l a ty rhynchos  

[BtW: A l l  a r e a s ]  

Very common as b reed ing  and w i n t e r i n g  s p e c i e s .  

Count 8 : 

120 West Loch T a r b e r t  23rd October .  
500 Loch G r u i n a r t  RSPB Reserve 1 0 t h  October .  
65 Loch Ridden 30 th  J u l y  dec reased  t o  30 by 22nd October .  
26 Loch Sween 4 t h  January and 28  t h e r e  by 2 1 s t  November. 
75 Loch C l i a d  2 l s t  October .  

PINTAIL Anas a c u t a  

[ ( B ) t W :  Areas 2 ,  3 ,  4 & 51  
One of two p a i r s  may breed  a n n u a l l y .  I n  w i n t e r  r e c o r d s  away 
from I s l a y  are very  few and f a r  between. 

Counts:  

10 Loch G r u i n a r t  RSPB Reserve 1 9 t h  Februa ry ;  7 E a s t e r  E l l i s t e r  
22nd Febru ray ;  1 2  Loch I n d a a l  i nc luded  5 d r a k e s  9 t h  A p r i l .  
8 Ki lme l fo rd  1 1 t h  January  ( C  Fe rgusson) .  

SHOVELER Anas c l y p e a t a  

[ ( B ) + W t P :  Areas 2 ,  4 & 51 

S t a t u s  i s  v e r y  similar t o  p i n t a i l  w i th  p o s s i b i l i t y  of annual  
b reed ing  and most r e c o r d s  i n  w i n t e r  coming from I s l a y .  

Count 8 : 

1 3  Loch G r u i n a r t  RSPB Reserve ;  18 Bridgend 22nd February .  
Report  of female and 6 d u c k l i n g s  a t  Ease  F o r s e  waterfall 
was u n f o r t u n a t e l y  unconfirmed.  

POCHARD Aythya fer ina 

[BtW: A l l  areas] 

Very s c a r c e  b reed ing  s p e c i e s  and w i n t e r i n g  f l o c k s  are u s u a l l y  
small. 

Counts : 

33 p r e s e n t  i n  Scaup f l o c k  i n  Loch I n d a a l  9 t h  February .  
64 d u r i n g  W i n t e r  A t l a s  Survey 23rd Februa ry .  
22 Loch A w e  4 t h  February ;  30 t h e r e  2 4 t h  December; 3 p a i r s  
E r e d i n e  Loch, Ford 9 t h  May. 
38 i n c l u d i n g  33 d rakes  Loch Assapol  14 th  February .  
10 Barca ld ine  5 t h  March. 
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RING-NECKED DUCK Aythya c o l l a r i s  I 
I 

(Vagrant] 

The most r e g u l a r  Nearctic species recorded I n  Argyl l  with 
r e c o r d s  i n  t h r e e  of t h e  f o u r  y e a r s  from 1981. 
- Counts: 

Drake p resen t  w i t h  o t h e r  wildfowl a t  Easter El l i s te r  from I 
24th  January t o  a t  l e a s t  1 1 t h  March (Mrs J Dawson e t  a l ) .  
(Sub jec t  t o  acceptance by ~ r i t i s h  B i r d s  Rarities committee).  I 

I TUFTED DUCK Aythya f u l i E u l a  

Widespread breeding  s p e c i e s  bu t  most p l e n t i f u l  cn Kintyre  and 
Cowal. Absentfrom some I s l a n d s  exceDt as non-breeding Or 
win te r .  

Counts : 

I n  win te r  i n  vary ing  numbers on s u i t a b l e  lochs .  I 
I 

- SCAUP Aythya marila I 
I 

Drake Loch Fada 1 8 t h  J u l y .  
2 p a i r s  b red ,  bu t  success  unkown; 8 Loch S e i 1  6 t h  February.  
1 3  Loch Assapol 1 4 t h  February; 6 Loch P o i t  27 th  June.  

[WtP: A l l  areas] 
Large win te r ing  f l o c k  of f  Bowmore, I s l a y ,  bu t  s c a r c e  elsewhere 
by comparison. 

Counts: 

10 Bellochantuy Bay 29th  February.  I 
1 Loch Assapol- 21st  February and drake  i n  e c l i p s e  there 3rd- 
6 t h  August. 
1 Loch E t i v e  1 8 t h  March. I 3 Loch P o i t  2nd October.  

EIDER Somater ia  mol l i ss ima 

[BfWIP: A l l  areas] 
Nes t ing  i n  a l l  a r e a s ,  commonly on small o f f s h o r e  islands. 

- 1 
I 

Nest ing:  

Colonies  r e p o r t e d  i n  Loch F y n e , l l O p a i r s ;  Loch E t i v e ,  35 p a i r s ;  
Loch Linnhe,  70 p a i r s .  Nes t ing  success  g e n e r a l l y  very poor 
i n  a l l  areas. 

I 
I Counts : 

Loch Ridden 136, February;  1 3 0 I n A p r i l ;  217 Ju ly ;  34 October.  

I 
I 
I 

Loch Shira  peak of 120 J u l y ;  Loch G i l p  peak of 135 in September; 
Loch Sween peak of 140  i n  August; Oban Bay peak of 133 I n  
February d e c l i n i n g  t o  n i l  by June ,  w i t h  a second peak of 101 
i n  October.  
Loch Spelvc  peak of only 33 b i r d s  i n  March - well down on 1983 
f i g u r e s .  
Loch E t i v e  peak of 158 i n  A p r i l ;  Loch Creran peak of 193  i n  
March, numbers d e c l i n i n g  over  the  Summer r i s i n g  aga in  t o  209 
i n  October;  Loch Leven peak of 89 I n  September. 
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LONG-TAILED DUCK Clangula  hyemalis  

[WtP: Areas  1, 2 ,  4 ,  5 & 61 
Uncommon w i n t e r i n g  v i s i t o r ,  wi th  Loch I n d a a l ,  1 8 - 3 ~  and poss  
Col1 being  t h e o n l y  r e g u l a r  w i n t e r i n g  si tes.  

Counts: 

1 Loch I n d a a l  3 l s t  January wi th  6 t h e r e  9 t h  February and 8 on 
4 t h  March; 3 on 22nd October were t h e  only  r e c o r d s  from Loch 
I n d a a l  i n  second w i n t e r  pe r iod .  
1 Loch Assapol  26th October .  
3 drakes  F e a l l  Bay 2 1 s t  October .  

I 

COMMON SCOTER Melan i t t a  n i g r a  

[BtW: A l l  areas] 

Very rare breeding  s p e c i e s ,  poss ib ly  no t  annual ly .  Sca rce  
w i n t e r  v i s i t o r .  Most b i r d s  t o  be found off Tayinloan and 
I s l a y .  

Counts : 

25 o f f  Cloanaig  1 9 t h  February.  
18 o f f  Bowmore 9 t h  February;  c25 o f f  Bru ich laddich  3rd March. 
6 o f f  Isle of Danna 27th March; 2 Loch C a o l i s p o r t  30th December. 
1 Loch na  Kea1 1 2 t h  February and ano the r  t h e r e  20th-28th November. 

VELVET SCOTER Melan i t t a  f U S C a  

[ W :  Areas 1, 2 & 4 1  
Very s c a r c e  w i n t e r  v i s i t o r .  

Counts : 

1 Loch I n d a a l  9 t h  February.  
2 Lochgi lphead 2 l s t  January .  

GOLDENEYE Bucephala c l a n g u l a  

[W: A l l  areas] 

Common w i n t e r  v i s i t o r  t o  both  sea and f r e shwa te r  l ochs .  Poss ib ly  
i n c r e a s i n g  over  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  
February t o  d e p a r t u r e  i n  A p r i l .  Some b i r d s  s t a y  i n t o  May bu t  
t h e  m a j o r i t y  l e a v e  March/April. 
onwards b u t  no s i g n i f i c a n t  a r r i v a l s  u n t i l  October .  

Counts & A r r i v a l s :  

24 Ardfern  9 t h  March. 
Adult  female Mishnish Lochs from 2nd August;  1 a t  sea o f f  Bloody 
Bay 1 3 t h  August.  
49 Barca ld ine  5 t h  February inc reased  t o  75 by 1 4 t h  March. 

Display f r e q u e n t l y  seen  from 

Some b i r d s  seen from July/August 
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- SMEW Mergus a l b e l l u s  

Very rare w i n t e r  v i s i t o r .  

Count s : 

A drake i n  Loch Fyne a t  Cairndow 1 0 t h  Febraury.  
v x  'Red-head" Loch Indaa l  2nd November. 

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER Mergus s e r r a t o r  

[B+W: A l l  areas] 
Common breeding  and win te r ing  s p e c i e s .  Moulting f l o c k s  of UP 
t o  200 are sometimes encountered i n  mid-Summer. These f l o c k s  
are mainly drakes i n e c l i p s e  bu t  i nc lude  some ducks.  

Counts : 

63 drakes Bruich laddich  2 1 s t  June ;  51 Kilnaughton Bay 24th  
October. 
1 3 3  Loch G i l p  6 t h  September. 
90 Ardmucknish Bay 6 t h  September. 

GOOSANDER Mergus merganser 

CB+W: A l l  areas] 
A scarce breeding  species g e n e r a l l y  conf ined  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  
r i v e r s  on the  Mainland. Small  numbers i n  win te r  months are 
r a r e l y  away from freshwater. 
Main Counts: 

1 7  d u r i n g  survey  o rgan i sed  by Durham Unive r s i ty  3 4 t h  March; 
8 on River  Awe 1 6 t h  September. 

RED KITE Milvus mi lvus  

[Vagrant I 
Counts: 

1 over  Easter E l l i s t e r  1 7 t h  March (Mrs Y Dawson). 

WHITE-TAILED EAGLE H a l i a e e t u s  a lbici l la  

Formerly bred. T h i s  magn i f i cen t  p r e d a t o r  is c u r r e n t l y  the  
s u b j e c t  of a r e - i n t r o d u c t i o n  programme by the  NCC on Rhum, 
where b i r d s  are be ing  r e l e a s e d  from Norway. A l l  b i r d s  are 
r i n g e d  and t h o s e  up t o  and i n c l u d i n g  1981 were a l s o  f i t t e d  
w i t h  c o l o u r  r i n g s .  However, these became b r i t t l e  w i t h  age 
and were l o s t .  
added b e n e f i t  of be ing  easier t o  see i n  the  f ie ld .  Those 
r e l e a s e d  i n  1982 have orange t a g s ;  t h o s e  1983 have ye l low 
and 1984 b i r d s  have white t a g s .  

Counts : 

Records of wandering b i r d s  from Rhum have come from s e v e r a l  
i s l a n d s  and from the  Mainland n o r t h  of Kin tyre .  Details of 
a l l  b i r d s  are r e q u i r e d  i n c l u d i n g  wingtag and numbers p l u s  
any obvious characters such as mis s ing  p r i m a r i e s  etc.  

S i n c e  then  wingtags have been used  w i t h  the 
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HEN HARRIER C i rcus  cyaneus 

[BtWtP: A l l  areas] 

Widespread - p r e f e r r i n g  young f o r e s t r y  p l a n t a t i o n s  and moorland. 
Some Autumnal movement o f f  i s l a n d s  such as Mull. 

Count s : 

No s i g n i f i c a n t  counts  r ece ived .  

GOSHAWK A c c i p i t e r  g e n t i l i s  

I r r e g u l a r ,  g e n e r a l l y  seen  dur ing  Spr ing  and Autumn passage.  

Counts : 

Male, Glen Fyne 27th October.  
Female Lochdon 1 6 t h  December. 

SPARROWHAWK A c c i p i t e r  n i s u s  

[BtWtP:  A l l  areas] 

Widespread but  as i t  can be s e c r e t i v e  is under-recorded. 

Count s : 

Migrant Gal lanach  14th  Ocotber.  

BUZZARD Buteo buteo 

The most abundant r a p t o r  i n  our  area and f r equen t ly  mid- 
i d e n t i f i e d  by v i s i t o r s  - hence " t h e  T o u r i s t s  Eagle". 

Counts : 

Many r e p o r t e d  throughout  t h e  County. 
Continued i n c r e a s e  probably due t o  l e s s e n i n g  of persecut ion  
by e s t a t e s .  

ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD Buteo lagopus 

Very rare Autumnal migrant  and w i n t e r  v i s i t o r .  Sometimes 
Common Buzzards are m i s i d e n t i f i e d  as t h i s  spec ie s  as they can 
f r e q u e n t l y  be seen  hovering o r  hanging on t h e  wind. 

Counts: 

1 seen  w e l l  i n  good s u n l i g h t  near  Craignure 4 t h  October 
( R  F Coomber) . 

GOLDEN EAGLE Aquila  ch rysae tos  

[BtW: A l l  a r e a s ]  

Widespread. Golden e a g l e s  are very s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  d i s t u r b a n c e  
which should be avoided throughout  the breeding season.  People 
wishing t o  see eag le s  would do be t t e r  t o  watch in .  September/ 
October when t h e b i r d s  are fa?? more i n  evidence than  ear l ie r  i n  
t he  yea r .  Some wandering by immatures i n  Autumn and Winter.  

Counts: 

F igu res  from Argy l l  Study Area show t h a t  of 20 p a i r s  11 were 
s u c c e s s f u l  and r ea red  .13 young. 
Elsewhere i n  t h e  County of 23 p a i r s ,  9 were s u c c e s s f u l  and 
r e a r e d  10 young. 
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- OSPREY Pandion h a l i a e t u s  

CP: A l l  areas] 
Mainly seen  as passage migrant  and could be seen  anywhere. 
Occas iona l ly  non-breeding b i r d s  summer. 

Counts: 

1 Loch a Phearsa in  5 t h  A p r i l .  
1 Loch Uisg 27th  Apr i l .  

- 

KESTREL Fa lco  f innunculus  

[BtWP:  A l l  areas] 
Widespread i n  vary ing  numbers. 
i n  Autumn w i t h  b i r d s  moving i n t o  area. - Counts: 

Usual Autumnal i n c r e a s e  noted I n  many areas. 

General ly  popula t ion  i n c r e a s e s  

MERLIN Falco columbarius  

[BtWtP:  A l l  areas] 

Very scarce and d e c l i n i n g  breeding  s p e c i e s  as elsewhere i n  
count ry .  

Counts : 

Of three r e p o r t e d  pairs ,  two were s u c c e s s f u l  i n  r e a r i n g  4 
young bu t  outcome a t  o t h e r  s i t e  unknown. 
One seen  from fe r ry  f l y i n g  eastwards towards Mull 13th August. 

PEREGRINE Fa lco  pe reg r inus  

[B+WtP: A l l  areas] 
Widespread bu t  n o t  common. 

Counts 

Widespread r e p o r t s  i n  autumn and both  Winter per iods .  % 
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RED GROUSE Lagopus lagopus 

[R: A l l  areas] 
F a i r l y  common but  l o c a l l y  d i s t r i b u t e d .  Local dec reases  due 
t o  h a b i t a t  loss t o  f o r e s t r y .  

Counts: 

1 2 7 t h  June.  

PTARMIGAN Lagopus mutus 

[R: Areas 3 ,  4 ,  5 & 61 
Local on mountains g e n e r a l l y  above 2,400’ above s e a  l e v e l .  
Under-recorded by b i rdwatchers .  

Counts: 

B i r d s  r e p o r t e d  from mountains on Mull ,  Mid and North Argyl l .  

BLACK GROUSE Te t rao  t e t r i x  

[R:  A l l  areas] 

Widespread. 

Counts: 

P o s s i b l e  reduct ion  on Kin ty re ,  Mid and North Argy l l .  
9 Loch G r u i n a r t  RSPB Reserve 8 t h  March. 
Female Garmony 1 5 t h  A p r i l .  
(M Madders). 

F i r s t  re l iab le  r eco rd  f o r  many y e a r s  

GREY PARTRIDGE Perdix perd ix  

[ ? R :  Areas 1, 3 ,  4 ,  5 & 61 

Most r e c o r d s  probably r e l a t e  t o  b i r d s  put  ou t  f o r  shoo t ing ,  bu t  
t hose  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  nay not  produce v i a b l e  popula t ions .  Few 
r e c o r d s  most yea r s .  Considered now t o  be e x t i n c t  on Coli. 

Counts: 

1 r e p o r t e d  Glencas t l e  Loch 22nd A p r i l  was only r eco rd  r ece ived .  

PHEASANT Phasianus co lch icus  

[R: A l l  areas] 

Widespread and common e s p e c i a l l y  i n  v i c i n i t y  of e s t a t e s  where 
put  o u t  f o r  shoot ing .  Very commononIslay and Co l l .  

Counts: 

Reported from a l l  areas. 

GOLDEN PHEASANT Chrysolophus p i c t u s  

A small f e r a l  popula t ion  e x i s t s  i n  t h e  grounds of estates a t  
t h e  head of Loch n a  Keal, Mull. 

Counts: 

Only r e c o r d s  f o r  Argyl l  i n  1984 came from Loch na Keal area. 
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WATER RAIL Ral lus  aqua t i cus  

[?B+WtP: Areas 2 ,  5 & 61 
Rare migrant  and win te r  v i s i t o r .  
Some may s t a y  t o  breed.  

Count 8 : 

S i n g l e s  Bridgend 5 t h  February and Portnahaven 2 l s t  February.  

Doubtless  under-recorded. 

CORNCRAKE Crex crex  

[S: Areas 1, 2 ,  4 & 51 
Corncrakes were once common i n  Argyl l  and many people  s t i l l  
t e l l  tales of being  k e p t  awake by t h e  p e r s i s t a n t  "crekking". 
The s p e c i e s  had dec l ined  dramatically through changes i n  
farming practise i e  ear ly  g r a s s - c u t t i n g  for s i l a g e  and from the 
spread of power and communciation cables throughout  Western 
Europe. 
accord ingly .  

Counts : 

Continuing d e c l i n e  wi th  r e c e n t  r e seed ing  and p a s t u r e  'improvemen 
i n  main s t rongho ld  of Kilchoman/Coul. 
One c a l l i n g  F r a c a d i l  1 4 t h  June was some 50 ya rds  i n t o  a wet 
meadow. 
very s o r e  t h r o a t  l a te r  it was running  around roads ide  verges  
i n  f u l l  view of a minibus load  of birdwatchers. 
B i r d s  c a l l i n g  by 6 t h  M a y .  
c a l l i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s .  

The Corncrake is a low-flying migrant  and s u f f e r s  

I t  was called up us ing  voice  and 10 minutes  and a 

Census i n  mid-Summer produced 25 

MOORHEN G a l l i n u l a  C h l O r O p U S  

[BtW: A l l  areas] 
Absent as breeding  s p e c i e s  on some i s l a n d s .  

Count 8 : 

17 Loch Gru ina r t  RSPB Reserve 28th  November. 
2 pairs  bred F e o r l i n  Loch. 
2 Aros Pa rk  had inc reased  t o  4 by 1 8 t h  March - t h e  most Seen 
a t  one time i n  10 years. 

COOT F u l i c a  a t ra  

CBtW: A l l  areas] 
Uncommon breeding  and win te r ing  species. 
Counts: 

2 Loch Assapol 1 4 t h  February.  
c4 Lismore 1 6 t h  November. 

- 

OYSTERCATCHER Haematopus oe t r a l eRus  

[BtWtP: AII areasl 
Widespread and common around c o a s t  a l though some s e c t i o n s  
d e s e r t e d i n w i n t e r  months. Some b i r d s  move i n l a n d  i n  Spr ing  
t o  breed by r i v e r s  and l a r g e r  l o c h s  w i t h  g r a v e l  and pebble 
s h o r e s .  

Counts: 

1014 Loch I n d a a l  28th February;  568 Loch Gru ina r t  RSPB Reserve 
1 3 t h  A p r i l .  
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700 Holy Loch 21st January.  
597 Lochgilphead 1 2 t h  February and 450 t h e r e  2 1 s t  Novembe?. 
Many mig ran t s  over Tobermory du r ing  heavy nocturna l  wader 
passage i n  m i s t  and r a i n  3 1 s t  August. Absent dur ing  a similar 
n i g h t  of a c t i v i t y  29th  August. 

RINGED PLOVER Charadrius  h i a t i c u l a  

[ B t W t P :  A l l  a r e a s ]  

Widespread breeding  s p e c i e s  around a l l  c o a s t s  w i t h  s u i t a b l e  
h a b i t a t  bu t  un fo r tuna te ly  s u f f e r  badly i n  p l aces  through 
d i s t u r b a n c e  from t o u r i s t s  and t h e i r  dogs.  In land  n e s t i n g  
around r e s e r v o i r s  and l a r g e  l o c h s  r e p o r t e d .  

Counts : 

94 Rhunahaorine Po in t  9 t h  December. 
163 Loch Gru ina r t  RSPB Reserve 28th September; 64 n r  K i l l i n a l l a n  
22nd October .  
91 10th  January.  
55 Loch G i l p  2 1 s t  November. 
Many b i r d s  heard a t  n igh t  over  Tobermory dur ing  heavy wader 
passage i n  m i s t  and heavy r a i n  29 th  August. Few 3 1 s t  August. 
57 Cl iad Bay 8 t h  August; c70 Breachacha 1 6 t h  October .  
c350 Got t  Bay 25th August. 

KILLDEER Charadr ius  v o c i f e r u s  

Vagrant from North America. 

Counts : 

1 7th-8 th  January ( R  P i t t s ,  D C J a r d i n e ) .  T h i s  was a j u s t  
reward f o r  t h e  two obse rve r s  who were storm-bound f o r  s e v e r a l  
days on a v i s i t  t o  cover t h e  i s l a n d  f o r  the BTO Winter Atlas 
Survey. One b i r d  might have been involved  i n  an i n t e r e s t i n g  
cha in  of r e c o r d s  s t a r t i n g  i n  t h e  Outer  Hebrides 30th-31st 
December 1983,  Colonsay 7 th-8 th  Janaury ,  Ayrshire  20th  January 
and London 3 l s t  January-1st  February.  Nowhere was it  seen  f o r  
more t h a n  48 hours .  FIRST RECORD FOR ARGYLL. (Sub jec t  t o  
acceptance  by B r i t i s h  B i r d s  Rarit ies Committee). 

GOLDEN PLOVER P l u v i a l i s  a p r i c a r i a  

[B+PtW: A l l  areas] 

Southern race breeds  i n  small numbers on upland areas but  may 
be dec reas ing  through f o r e s t r y  e w a s a c h i r g o n t o  breeding 
h a b i t a t .  Passage b i rds  i n  c o a s t a l  areas are o f t e n  of Northern 
r a c e .  Uncommon dur ing  win te r  months and most of these l e a v e  
when first snowsand f r o s t s  h i t l o w l a n d  areas. 

Counts: 

100 Ardnave 20th  January ;  143 there  2 4 t h  September; 2 4 0  Loch 
G r u i n a r t  RSPB Reserve 2 8 t h  October .  
Breeding r e p o r t e d .  
A f l o c k  on t h e  Reef s t r e t c h e d  f o r  h a l f  a mile and must have 
run  i n t o  thousands.  Imposs ib le  t o  count .  9th-10th March. 
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GREY PLOVER P l u v i a l i s  s q u a t o r a l a  

[PtW: Areas 1, 2, 5 t 63 
Uncommon patwage migrant  i n  Autumn. 
Spr ing  pasoage. Probably under-recorded. 

Counts: 

6 Loch Gru ina r t  RSPB Reserve 28th  October .  
2 ca l l ingoverTobermory  dur ing  heavy wader passage i n  mist 
and r a i n  0012hrs 30th August. 
2 on 23rd December. 
1 Cl i ad  1 4 t h  October.  

Rare I n  Winter OC On 

LAPWING Vanel lus  v a n e l l u s  

Widespread breeding  and win te r ing  s p e c i e s .  
vaca ted  after breeding season and o t h e r  b i r d s  l e a v e  a t  onse t  
of hard weather i n  win ter .  

Counts: 

cl000 P o r t  C h a r l o t t e  24 th  February and 1886 Loch Gru ina r t  
RSPB Rcserve 9th March. 
c300 Breachacha 1 6 t h  October .  

Some areas 

/-' 

0496 KNOT C a l l d r i s  canutus  

[PtW: Areas 1, 2 ,  4 ,  5 & 63 
Occura-mainly as an Autumnal migrant  with fewer - r e c o r d s  from 
Spr ing  passage 
Counts: 

2 Rhunahaorlne Point: 6 th  May. 

11 Loch G i l p  7 t h  September. 

80 Ledaig P o i n t  6 t h  September. 

- 

and dur ing  Winter months. 

- 
KINTYRE 
ISLAY 300 Loch Gru ina r t  RSPB Reserve 1 2 t h  October.  
MID-ARGYLL 
MULL 8 Lochdon 1 1 t h  September. 
NORTH ARGYLL 
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SANDERLING Ca l id r i s  alba 

[PtW: Areas 1, 2 ,  4 ,  5 & 61 
Mainly passage migrant  w i th  some win te r ing  b i r d s  and 
o c c a s i o n a l l y  summering (non-breeding) .  

Count s : 

Flock heard over Tobermory dur ing  heavy wader passage i n  m i s t  
and r a i n  0051hrs 30th August. 
c150 Got t  Bay 25th August. 

TEMMINCK'S STINT C a l i d r i s  temminckii  

Vagrant 

Counts : 

3 Bousd Bay 7 t h  August ( M  Checker) .  

PECTORAL SANDPIPER C a l i d r i s  melanotos  

Vagrant - most are Autumn reco rds .  

Counts : 

1 Lochdon 1 8 t h  September ( R  A Broad, P J Robinson, T D Dick) was 
seen  aga in  27th September ( R  F Coomber e t  a l l .  

CURLEW SANDPIPER Ca l id r i s  f e r r u g i n e a  

Uncommon Autumn migrant  

Count s : 
3 Loch Gru ina r t  RSPB Reserve 26th  September and 2 there 28th  
September. 

PURPLE SANDPIPER Ca l id r i s  maritima 

[WtP: A l l  a r e a s ]  

Almost c e r t a i n l y  f a r  more p l e n t i f u l  and widespread than  most 
r e c o r d s  sugges t .  Very much a b i r d o f  rocky shores  and s k e r r i e s .  
Most f r e q u e n t l y  seen a long  the  ' s p l a s h '  l i n e .  

Counts: 

Maximum 20 Loch Gru ina r t  RSPB Reserve 9 t h  March. 
1 i n  summer plumage Crossapol 5th-7th May. 
3 a t  sea o f f  NE T i r e e  flew East under bows of f e r r y  27th  
August. 
15  Ledaig Po in t  3rd March. 

D U N L I N  Calidris a l p i n a  
[B tP tW:  A l l  a r e a s ]  

Breeds l o c a l l y  i n  a r e a s  2 ,  4 & 6. Major i ty  of b i r d s  seen  a r e  
migrants .  Small numbers win te r  i n  a l l  areas. 

Counts: 
300 Bridgend'22nd February;  480 Loch Gru ina r t  RSPB Reserve 
1 5 t h  November. 
27 on 1 0 t h  January.  
30 Ki lbe r ry  8 t h  January.  
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46 Lochdon 29th  January and 24 t h e r e  24 th  November. Many I 
I 
I 

heard over  Tobermory du r ing  heavy wader passage i n  mist and 
r a i n  from 2340hrs 29 th  August. 
movement. 
c40 a t  Bay a t  the  Back of t h e  Ocean 31st May. 
Song and d i s p l a y  6 t h  May. 
36 Connel 18th February.  

Few 31s t  August i n  s i m i l a r  

- RUFF Philomachus puRnax 

[P: Areas 1-53 
I r r e g u l a r  Autumnal migrant  l i ab le  t o  t u r n  up anywhere on 
s u i t a b l e  h a b i t a t .  

Counts : 

1 Loch G r u i n a r t  RSPB Reserve 27 th  August. 
J u v e n i l e  Arda l l an i sh  5 th-6 th  August. 
2 B a l e p h e t r i s h  26th  August. 

I 

I 
I 
1 
I 

JACK SNIPE Lymnocryptes minimus 

CWiP: Areas 2 ,  4 & 53 
Appears t o  be uncommon b u t  no doubt  badly under-recorded. 

Counts: 

1 Ardnave 8 t h  A p r i l .  
3 T a y v a l l i c h  3rd January ;  1 Isle of Danna 28 th  January ;  1 n r  
Oban 4 t h  February.  
1 C l i a d  8 t h  A p r i l .  

I 
I 

WOODCOCK Scolopax r u s t i c o l a  I 
I 
1 

- SNIPE Gal l inaRo Ral l inaRo 

[B+W+P: A l l  areas] 
Widespread and l o c a l l y  common throughout  i n  s u i t a b l e  h a b i t a t  
b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  d e c l i n i n g  through d ra inage  and o t h e r  l a n d  
'improvement' schemes. 

Counts : 

Breeding r e p o r t e d  throughout  County. 

[BtW+P: A l l  areas] 
Loca l ly  common i n  s u i t a b l e  habi ta t .  Large numbers can occur  
d u r i n g  p e r i o d s  of s e v e r e  c o l d  weather. Under such  c o n d i t i o n  
b i r d s  are more f r e q u e n t l y  seen  f e e d i n g  i n  t he  open i n  d a y l i g h t  
and w i l l  even come i n t o  gardens .  

Count 8 : 

Breeding r e p o r t e d  from a l l  areas. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT Limosa l imosa  

[P: Areas 2 & 5 J  
I r r e g u l a r  on Spr ing  and Autumn passage i n  small numbers. 
P o s s i b l y  under  - recorded.  

Counts : 

1 Loch G r u i n a r t  RSPB Reserve 16th-19th November. 
1 Loch Bhasapol 26 th  August. 

I 
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BAR-TAILED GODWIT Limosa l appon ica  

[PtW: Areas 1, 2 ,  3 ,  h & 51 
Regular passage migrant  bu t  on ly  a few winter  away from I s l a y  
and T i r e e .  Non-breeding b i r d s  on I s l a y  throughout Summer. 

Counts : 

130 Loch I n d a a l  January;  70 Loch G r u i n a r t  RSPB Reserve 1 4 t h  
February.  
1 Holy Loch 5 t h  September. 
Only 1 hea rd  dur ing  heavy wader movement i n  m i s t  and r a i n  over  
Tobermory 29 th  August. 
19  C l i ad  1 4 t h  October .  

WHIMBREL Numenius phaeopus 

[ P :  A l l  areas] 

Passage b i r d s  throughout  County w i t h  m a j o r i t y  seen  i n  May. 

Counts: 

23 Machrihanish 7 t h  May. 
5 North o f f  Ardnave Po in t  2 1 s t  A p r i l ;  11 Loch Gru ina r t  RSPB 
Reserve 3 rd  May. 
1 Colonsay 1 2 t h  January (D C J a r d i n e ) .  
1 summered a t  Fidden 
Small  p a r t i e s  (up  t o  4 )  i n  s e v e r a l  p l a c e s  5 t h  May. 

CURLEW Numenius a r q u a t a  

[BtW+P: A l l  a r e a s ]  

Common around c o a s t s  and b r e e d i n g i n  s u i t a b l e  h a b i t a t .  
c o n t i n u a l l y  d e c l i n i n g  as a b reed ing  s p e c i e s  through improvement 
t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  and l o s s  of habi ta t  t o  f o r e s t r y  schemes. 

Counts: 

211  Holy Loch 2 1 s t  January .  
500 Loch Gru ina r t  RSPB Reserve 1 8 t h  October .  

Numbers 

REDSHANK T r i n g a  t o t a n u s  

[B+W+P: A l l  areas] 

Widespread breeding  s p e c i e s  wi th  w i n t e r i n g  b i r d s  t o  be found 
i n  small numbers on muddy and rocky s h o r e s .  

Counts: 

65 Loch G r u i n a r t  RSPB Reserve 1 3 t h  A p r i l .  
54 Fidden<?Oth J u l y .  Many b i r d s  over  Tobermory dur ing  heavy 
n o c t u r n a w a d e r  passage i n  m i s t  and heavy r a i n  29th  August. 

GREENSHANK Tr inna  n e b u l a r i a  

[BtPtW:  A l l  areas] 

Breeds i n  ve ry  small numbers. Ma jo r i ty  of r e c o r d s  are from 
migran t s  w i t h  a few r e c o r d s  of w i n t e r i n g  b i r d s .  

Confirmed breeding  from two areas. 

Counts: 
4 Loch G r u i n a r t  RSPB Reserve 28th October  & 15 th  November. 
2 Loch T a r b e r t  i n  February.  
4 Oronsay 7 t h  January .  
1 Dervaig 6 t h  January ;  9 Fidden 20 th  J u l y ;  5 Lochdon 24th  November. 
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GREEN SANDPIPER Tr inga  ochropus 

[P: Areas 1, 2 ,  5 & 61 
Rare passage migrant .  

Counts: 

1 near  Lochdon 8 t h  August; 2 heard over  Tobermory du r ing  heavy 
nocturna l  wader passage i n  mist and r a i n  2 9 t h  August. 
1 Keil C r o f t  9 t h  September. 

WOOD SANDPIPER TrinRa E l a r e o l a  

Very rare migrant .  

Counts: 

1 Loch Gru ina r t  RSPB Reserve 28th-30th September. 
1 s i n g i n g  7 t h  June. 

Poss ib ly  non-breeding b i r d  summering. 

COMMON SANDPIPER Act i t i s  hypoleucos 

[BtPtW:  A l l  areas] 
Common breeding wader throughout  ou r  area a r r i v i n g  mid-April 
and l e a v i n g  aga in  du r ing  August. Occasional  w i n t e r  r eco rds .  

Count 8 : 

1 Lochgilphead 7 t h  March. 
F i r s t  a r r i v a l  Loch Ba 1 5 t h  A p r i l ,  1 s i n g i n g  Fladda,  Treshnish  
Isles 2 8 t h  M a y  - unusual  here. 
F i r s t  a r r i v a l  1 5 t h  A p r i l .  

TURNSTONE Arena r i a  i n t e r p r e s  

[WtP: A l l  areas] 
Widespread a long  rock  c o a s t s  and seaweedy areas of t i d a l  f l a t s .  
Almost c e r t a i n l y  under-recorded i n  most years. Some r e c o r d s  of 
summering b i rds .  

Counts: 

84 Loch G r u i n a r t  RSPB Reserve 1 5 t h  January.  
25 Ardrishaig 3 0 t h  March; 36 Loch G i l p  23rd October;  49 Minard 
2nd November. 
Heard a t  n i g h t  over  Tobermory du r ing  heavy wader passage i n  
mist and r a i n  from 2340hrs 29th  August. 
65 Ledaig P o i n t  1 7 t h  November. 

POMARINE SKUA S t e r c o r a r i u s  pomarinus 

[P: Areas 2 ,  4 & 53 
Uncommon passage 
under-recorded. 

migrant  i n  Spr ing  and Autumn. Poss ib ly  

I 
I 
I 
I 
1 
I 
I 
I 
1 
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1 
1 

Counts: 

1 f l y i n g  down F i r t h  of Lorne i n  very rough c o n d i t i o n s  on 
28th August. 
1 chas ing  g u l l s .  
S i n g l e  dark  phase b i r d  heading North Peal1 Bay 5 t h  May. 

I 
I 

Seen from f e r r y  West o f  Mull 27 th  August. 

28 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I ’  
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

0561 

MULL 
COLL 

0569 

KINTYRE 
ISLAY 
M I  D-ARGYLL 
MULL 

COLL 

NORTH ARGYLL 

ARCTIC SKUA S t e r c o r a r i u s  p a r a s i t i c u s  

[ S t P :  Areas 1, 2 ,  4 &51 
Breeds J u r a  and C o l l .  Passage  b i r d s  i n  Spr ing  and Autumn a long  
A t l a n t i c  coasts and through F i r t h  of Lorne and Sound of M u l l .  

Counts: 
2 4 t  seen from Fer ry  t o  T i r e e  1st August.  
Census produced about  50 breeding  p a i r s .  

GREAT SKUA S t e r c o r a r i u s  skua  

[P:  Areas 1, 2 ,  4, 5 & 61 
Passage  mig ran t  and non-breeding summer v i s i t o r  t o  West sea 
coas ts ,  f i r t h s  and sounds.  

Counts: 

2 South  of f  Machrihanish 1 9 t h  September.  
2 Loch Gru ina r t  RSPB Reserve 22nd September. 
1 F l y i n g  NE up F i r t h  of Lorne i n t o  Loch Linnhe 2 1 s t  September.. 
1 F l y i n g  Nor th  ac ro3s  Ross of Mull  a t  Loch Assapol 20 th  J u l y .  
Maximum seen o n f e r r y  t r i p  t o  Tiree 9 on 9 t h  September.  
F i r s t  r e p o r t  of y e a r  was one seen  on sea-angl ing  t r i p  East of  
Col l  23rd A p r i l .  S i n g l e s  Bousd 1 5 t h  October & Breachacha 2 1 s t  
October .  
1 dead Ledaig P o i n t  2 l s t  June  - had been r i n g e d  Orkney 1983. 
J u v e n i l e  o f f  Ledaig P o i n t  9 t h  August.  
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LITTLE GULL Larus minutus 

CP: Areas 4 &5] 
Uncommon passage migrant .  Poss ib ly  under-recorded. 

Counts : 

1st Winter inOban harbour  1 7 t h  January (Poss ib ly  same b i r d  
a8 was seen  i n  November 1983) .  
Adult  i n  f u l l  summer plumage off Grass P o i n t  8th-15th August- 
J u v e n i l e  off Quin i sh  6 t h  September. 
J u v e n i l e  Got t  Bay 10 th  September. 

I 
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SABINE'S GULL Larus s a b i n i  

Vagrant 

Counts: 

Adult  off Doide Bay, Loch Sween 3rd January (T P Dan ie l s ) .  I 
BLACK-HEADED GULL Larus r id ibundus  I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

[BtW: A l l  areas] 
Common breeding  s p e c i e s ,  a l though absen t  from some l i k e l y  
areas eg Mull. 

Counts: 

600 Loch G r u i n a r t  RSPB Reserve 8 t h  March. 
Colony a t  Minard inc reased  from 120 t o  130 pairs. 

More widespread o u t s i d e  breeding  season.  

RING-BILLED GULL Larus de lawarens is  

Vagrant w i t h  l i k e l i h o o d  of more t o  come w i t h  first and second 
i n  Argyl l  r e c o r d s  coming I n  consecut ive  years. 

Count s : 
Adult  Lochgilphead 26th  March ( R  A Hume). 
acceptance  by the  B r i t i s h  B i r d s  Rarities Committee). 

(Sub jec t  t o  

COMMON GULL Larus canus 

[BtW: A l l  areas] 
Wideapread and common breeding  species w i t h  smaller numbers 

ISLAY 
COWAL 
M I  D-ARGY LL 

0591 

ISLAY 
MID-ARGYLL 

win ter ing .  

Counts : 

470 Loch Gru ina r t  RSPB Reserve 3 3 t h  October .  
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

600 Holy Loch 21st January.  
300 Kilmelford 7 t h  February.  
Loch Fyne poss ib ly  due t o  inc reased  human d i s tu rbance .  

Decrease r e p o r t e d  from Crarae 

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus  

[ B t P :  ~ 1 1  areas3 
Common summer v i s i t o r ;  March-October a l though bulk of popula t ion  
p r e s e n t  April-September. Uncommon i n  Winter - many r e c o r d s  
r e e u l t l n g  from m i s - i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  

Count 8 : 

Adult  K i n t r a  10 th  March. 
3 Clachan Sei1 7 t h  January.  F i r s t  i n  Oban Harbour 1 4 t h  March. 
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H E R R I N G  GULL Larus a r g e n t a t u s  

[BSW: All areas] 

Common b reed ing  b i r d  wi th  numbers i n c r e a s e d  by b i r d s  from N E  
England and  t h e  Clyde. (Colour- r inged  b i r d s ) .  Colour- r ing ing  
a l s o  be ing  c a r r i e d  o u t  on A r g y l l  r u b b i s h  dumps e s p e c i a l l y  
Lochgi lphead  and Oban. 

Count s : 
Breeding  r e p o r t e d  from a l l  areas. 

ICELAND GULL Garus g l a u c d i d e s  

[W: A l l  areas] 

Regular  w i n t e r  v i s i t o r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  f i s h i n g  ha rbour s .  Larger 
t h a n  u s u a l  numbers occur red  i n  J anua ry  1983 fo l lowing  s e v e r e  
gales when up t o  22  were r e p o r t e d .  A similar weather  p a t t e r n  
p r e v a i l e d  i n  January  1984 r e s u l t i n g  i n  23 b i r d s  be ing  seen .  

Counts : 

5 East Loch T a r b e r t  7 t h  February  had i n c r e a s e d  t o  6 by 1st March. 
1 remained 20th  A p r i l ;  2 Campbeltown 1 3 t h  February.  
1 P o r t  C h a r l o t t e  20 th  February ;  2 on Farmland n e a r  Er robus  
2Pnd February  p r e s e n t  t o  a t  l e a s t  2 6 t h  March; S i n g l e s  Loch 
Gruin iwt  RSPB Reserve 5 th -6 th  Februa ry ;  20 th  March; 1 4 t h  A p r i l .  
1 Clachan ,  Loch Fyne 29 th  January-4 th  February ;  4 Oban Harbour 
6 t h  Februa ry ;  1 i n  F i r t h  of  Lorne 25 th  February.  
5 Tobermory Harbour 19 th -21s t  J a n u a r y ;  1 t h e r e  30th  Apr i l -4 th  
May; 1 West off Langamull 23rd December. 
3 w i t h  o t h e r  g u l l s  f e e d i n g  a t  mink farm nea r  Castle S t a l k e r  
5 t h  February ;  1 P o r t  Appin 1 9 t h  February .  

GLAUCOUS GULL La rus  hyperboreus  

[W: All a r e a s ]  

Regular  w i n t e r  v i s i t o r  i n  small numbers, e s p e c i a l l y  t o  f i s h i n g  
ha rbour s .  Most y e a r s  more p l e n t i f u l  t han  I c e l a n d  Gu l l  b u t  
January  1983 and January  1984 were excep t ions .  

Counts:  

2 E a s t  Loch T a r b e r t  7 t h  Februa ry ;  3 Campbeltown 1 3 t h  February .  
7 coun ted  around t h e  I s l a n d  1 0 t h  Janua ry ;  1 s t i l l  p r e s e n t  Loch 
I n d a a l  2 1 s t  A p r i l .  
3 Oban Harbour 1 6 t h  Janua ry ;  1 I n v e r a r a y  6 t h  February ;  1 F i r t h  
of Lorne 25th  February .  
Long s t a y i n g  a d u l t  i n  Tobermory Harbour p r e s e n t  th rough i n t o  
A p r i l  and r e t u r n e d  f o r  s h o r t  p e r i o d  from 1 0 t h  September.  However 
wi th  no f i s h i n g  b o a t s  u s i n g  t h e  harbour  due t o  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  
of Tobermory P i e r  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  t o  keep it about  f o r  t h e  
Winter .  2 a d d i t i o n a l  b i r d s  p r e s e n t  1 9 t h  January .  
1 Cornaig  20th  A p r i l .  
1 a t  s e a  SE of Tiree near S k e r r y v o r e  23rd February.  
2 w i th  o t h e r  g u l l s  a t  mink farm near  C a s t l e S t a l k e r  5 t h  Februa ry ;  
1 Cui1 Bay 5 t h  February .  
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GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus marinus 

[BtW: A l l  areas] 
Common 

Counts : 

160 Loch Gru ina r t  3 1 s t  August. 
106 Tra igh  nam Barc 2 4 t h  J u l y .  
149 Loch Feochan 6 th  February.  

K I T T I W A K E  Rissa t r i d a c t y l a  

[BIP: Areas 1, 2 ,  3 ,  4 t 51 
Breeds mainly I s l a y ,  Colonsay, Tiree and Treshnish  Isles. 
Can gene ra l ly  be seen  off west c o a s t s  and I n  f i r t h s  and sounds 
where l a r g e  numbers can occur .  
preening a t  mouths of r i v e r s  after breeding  season and i n  
Winter some b i r d s  j o i n  o t h e r  g u l l s  i n  f i s h i n g  harbours .  

Counts : 

2000 South of Frenchman's Rocks i n  45 minutes  23rd October.  
15 Toward Po in t  8 t h  January.  
c2500 o f f  East c o a s t  2 0 t h  August. 

Q u i t e  o f t e n  found ba th ing  and 

SANDWICH TERN S t e r n a  sandv icens i s  

[P: Areas 1, 3,  4, 5 & 63 
I r r e g u l a r  passage migrant .  Poss ib ly  under-recorded. 

Counts : 

2 Loch Ridden 30th J u l y .  
2 off  Kerrera 10th May; 12  Loch G i l p  6 th  September. 
2 off Grasspoin t  8 t h  August. 

ROSEATE TERN S t e r n a  d o u g a l l i i  

C?B: Areas 5 & 63 

Annual s t a t u s  u n c e r t a i n  b u t  may breed some y e a r s  
t e r n  c o l o n i e s  i n  F i r t h  o f  Lome and Loch Linnhe. 

Count 8 : 

1 off  Grasspoin t  27 th  June. 

COMMON TERN S t e r n a  h i rundo 

[StP: A l l  areas] 

i n  ' comic ' 

Widespread i n  f l u c t u a t i n g  numbers. 
p r e s s u r e s  from t o u r i s t s  g e t t i n g  i n t o  less accessible a r e a s .  

Count 8 : 

F i r s t  of year Loch Feochan 3 rd  May. 

Sub jec t  t o  i n c r e a s i n g  

ARTIC TERN S t e r n a  Daradisaea 

[StP:  A l l  areas] 
Widespread and common but  as w i t h  Common Tern  s u b j e c t  t o  
inc reased  d i s t u r b a n c e  dur ing  breeding  season.  

Counts : 

B i r d s  well established and d i s p l a y i n g  5 t h  May. 
F i r s t  s een  i n  Loch E t i v e  7 t h  May. 

~~ ~ 
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LITTLE TERN S t e r n a  a l b i f r o n s  

[S: Areas 1, 2 & 51 
Scarce  breeding  s p e c i e s  mainly conf ined  t o  I s l a y ,  Col1 and 
T i r e e .  Cons iderable  human d i s t u r b a n c e  a t  some s i t e s .  

Counts: 

B i r d s  well e s t ab l i shed  and d i s p l a y i n g  by 5 th  May. 
1 f i s h i n g  Got t  Bay 1 0 t h  September. 

- 
GUILLEMOT Uria aalge 

[BtW: A l l  areas] 

Breeds on s u i t a b l e  c l i f f s .  Main c o l o n i e s  on Colonsay and on 
t h e  Harp Rock, Lunga, T reshn i sh  Isles. 

Counts : 

1 O O O t  South  i n  45 minutes  o f f  Frenchman's Rocks 23rd October .  
Two i n t e r e s t i n g  r e c o r d s  are of b i r d s i n G l e n  Fyne. The first 
was of two f l y i n g  South down the  Glen on 7 t h  October.  They 
were a t  about  2000' when f i r s t  seen  and dropped down as they  
approached t h e  sea loch .  On 27th  October one flew i n l a n d  up  
Glen Fyne. 

RAZORBILL Alca t o r d a  

[BtW: Areas 1, 2 ,  4 ,  5 & 61 

Common breeding  s p e c i e s  on s u i t a b l e  c l i f f s .  Can be found w e l l  
up s e a l o c h s  i n  l a t e  win te r .  
Count s : 

No r e p o r t s  r ece ived  of  unusual  numbers e t c .  
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BLACK GUILLEMOT Cepphus R r y l l e  

[BtW: A l l  areas] 
Widespread and f r e q u e n t l y  seen  f u r t h e r  up sea lochs  than  other 
auks.  
F i r s t  b i r d s  i n  summer plumage i n  January  and some a d u l t s  back 
i n t o  win te r  plumage by l a t e  August. 

Count 8 : 

No change a t  E i l e a n  Aoghainn w i t h  20 p a i r s  breeding.  101 
b i r d s  counted around Corr  E i l e a n  6 t h  J u l y .  

I 
I 
I 

Breeds on old wooden p i e r s  as well as i n  rock  si teS. 
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LITTLE AUK Alle a l l e  

[W: A l l  a r e a s ]  

I r r e g u l a r  w i n t e r  v i s i t o r  i n  vary ing  numbers and g e n e r a l l y  
a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  seve re  w i n t e r  gales. 
Counts: 

S i n g l e s  a t  T a r b e r t  28 th  January and 29th  February; 3 Skipness  
9 t h  November. 
1 P o r t  C h a r l o t t e  6 t h  January ;  1 found dead Machrie 8 t h  February.  
5 seen  from f e r r y  t o  Colonsay 4 t h  January .  
1 F i r t h  of  Lorne 4 t h  January  and ano the r  Sound of Kerrera 17th 
Janaury. Remains of one found Loch Awe 3 1 t h  February.  
One Rossal  and 2 Bunessan i n  Janaury ;  remains of  a headless 
b i r d  found i n  an e a g l e  p e l l e t  i n  February.  1 off Duart Castle 
25th  February.  
1 i n l a n d  a t  Le t t e rwa l ton  2 1 s t  J anua ry ;  s i n g l e s  dead North 
Connel 1 8 t h  February and Keil C r o f t s  1st March. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

0654 PUFFIN F r a t e r c u l a  a r c t i c a  

[BtP: Areas 1, 2 h 51 
Scarce  away from main c o l o n i e s  excep t  on passage. Reliable 
w i n t e r  r e c o r d s  are very few. Bi rds  s tar t  a r r i v i n g  o f f  c o l o n i e s  
d u r i n g  A p r i l  b u t  main b u i l d  up takes p l a c e  i n  May. Numbers f a l l  
away qu ick ly  as breeding  season  f i n i s h e s  du r ing  second ha l f  of  
J u l y .  Most c o l o n i e s  d e s e r t e d  by 1 0 t h  August and r e c o r d s  of  
b i r d s  a t  sea from fe r r ies  are few from beginning o f  September. 
Largest colony is on Treshn i sh  Isles.  

1 
I 

ISLAY I Counts: 

2 P o r t  Charlotte 25th  January ;  1 o f f  Frenchman's Rocks heading 
n o r t h  9 t h  February.  

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1 
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MID-ARGYLL 
NORTH ARGYLL 

0684 

ISLAY 
COLL 

0724 

MID-ARGYLL 

NORTH ARGYLL 

ROCK DOVE Columba l i v i a  
[ R t W :  Areas 1, 2 ,  4 ,  5 & 61 

Pure b i r d s  a r e  common i n  t h e  I n n e r  Hebrides and remote c o a s t s  
on the  mainland. Few f e r a l  b i r d s  occur  i n  these p a r t s .  C o l l e c t s  
i n t o  l a r g e  post-breeding f l o c k s .  

Count s : 

Larges t  r e p o r t e d  f l o c k  was c250 on Iona  1 8 t h  September. 

STOCK DOVE Columba oenas 

S t a t u s  u n c e r t a i n .  Areas 1, 4 & 5. 
Counts: 

No r e l i a b l e  r e p o r t s  r ece ived .  

WOODPIGEON Columba palumbus 

[BtW: A l l  areas] 

Common breeding  s p e c i e s  throughout  Argyl l  but  no t  Su rp r i s ing ly  
i t  i s  absen t  from Col1 and Tiree.  

Counts : 

c250 Inveraray  1 0 t h  December. 
c500 Benderloch 23rd January.  

COLLARED DOVE S t r e p t o p e l i a  decaocto  

[ R t P :  A l l  a r e a s ]  

Well established. 
c o l o n i s a t i o n .  

Counts : 

5 Rhinns 1 6 t h  March was h i g h e s t  count .  
2 flew over  t h e  sea from South nr  Caoles 7 t h  May. 

Migrants  i n  l a t e  Spr ing  sugges t  cont inued 

CUCKOO Cuculus canorus 

[StP: A l l  areas] 

Common throughout  area w i t h  Meadow P i p i t  be ing  the  main h o s t  
s p e c i e s .  

Counts: 

FIRST Castle Sween 22nd A p r i l ;  s e v e r a l  i n  Glen Lonan area by 
26th  A p r i l  bu t  cons idered  l a t e  Minard 1st May. 
Benderloch 23rd A p r i l ,  LAST 20th  J u l y .  
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0735 

KINTYRE 
ISLAY 
MID-ARGYLL 

BARN OWL Tyto alba 

CBW: A l l  areas] 
Poss ib l e  under-recorded bu t  nowhere common. 
r eco rds  dur ing  win te r .  

Counts : 

S i n g l e s  T a r b e r t  4 t h  January;  Skipness  28th February.  
S i n g l e s  P o r t  C h a r l o t t e  and Bridgend i n  January.  
S i n g l e s  Dunstaffnage 24th  January;  Tayva l l i ch  7 t h  February; 
Loch Feochan 8 t h  February.  

I n c r e a s e  i n  

0761 

ARGYLL 
MULL 

0767 

COLONSAY 
MULL 
NORTH ARGYLL 

0768 

MID-ARGYLL 
MULL 

TAWNY OWL S t r i x  a luco  

[R: A l l  areas] 
Widespread in s u i t a b l e  h a b i t a t  bu t  absen t  Col1 and T i r e e .  
Not uncommonly seen  i n  d a y l i g h t .  

Counts: 

See  paper by S teve  P e t t y  la ter  I n  t h i s  r e p o r t .  
Adult  f l u s h e d  from 2 eggs i n  s h o r t  burrow i n  wood near  Sa len  
1 5 t h  A p r i l .  

LONG-EARED OWL Asio o t u s  

[BiW: A l l  areas] 
Very s c a r c e  breeding  s p e c i e s  bu t  undoubtedly under-recorded 

Counts : 

Pair wi th  2t f l edged  young 1 7 t h  J u l y .  
J u v e n i l e  seen  nea r  Sa len  1 5 t h  June.  
2 Connel 2nd February;  1 Barca ld ine  30 th  February.  

SHORT-EARED OWL Asio flammeus 

[B+W: AU areas3 
Widespread, f l u c t u a t i n g  numbers from y e a r  t o  yea r .  Some 
emigra t ion  o u t  of Argy l l  af ter  t h e  bree'ding season.  

Counts : 

Bred bu t  success  unknown. 
Good breeding  season w i t h  s e v e r a l  l a r g e  broods r epor t ed .  

I 
I 
I 
I 
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0795 

MID-ARGYLL 
MULL 
NORTH ARGYLL 

0831 

ISLAY 

COWAL 
MULL 

0846 

ISLAY 

0848 

COLL 

0856 

MID-ARGYLL 
MULL 

0876 

MID-ARGYLL 

SWIFT Apus apus 

[S+P: A l l  a r e a s ]  

F a i r l y  common in towns  wi th  s u i t a b l e  breeding  si tes.  B i r d s  
u s e  n a t u r a l  sites on Kin ty re .  Absent as breeding  s p e c i e s  
from most i s l a n d s  where S w i f t s  occur  on passage i n  va ry ing  
numbers. 

Counts : 

Bred Inve ra ray  and Oban. 
1 7  S c a r i s d a l e  8 t h  J u l y .  
FIRST 1 2 t h  May; LAST 8 t h  September. 

KINGFISHER Alcedo a t t h i s  

[?Bred  ?Vagrant:  Areas 2 ,  3 ,  4 & 51 
Most r e c o r d s  probably re la te  t o  wandering j u v e n i l e s .  
shows an i n c r e a s e  on r e p o r t e d  s i g h t i n g s .  

Counts : 

Probable  breeding  was r e p o r t e d  from River  Sorn du r ing  Summer. 
1 Bowmore 2nd November. 
1 a t  Mouth of River  Loin 25th  November. 
1 Reported from Aros River  i n  J u l y  and ano the r  p r e s e n t  Lochdon 
from 25th November t o  end of y e a r .  

1984 

HOOPOE Upupa epops 

I r r e g u l a r ,  g e n e r a l l y  as a s p r i n g  overshoot .  

Counts : 

1 Ardtal la  8 t h  June ( C  G Booth) .  

WRYNECK Jynx t o r q u i l l a  

Vagrant o r  very rare migran t .  

Counts: 

1 Bousd 13th  October ( M  Checker ) .  

GREEN WOODPECKER P icus  v i r i d i s  

[B+V: Areas 2 ,  4 & 51 

Green woodpeckers are s lowly  expanding northwards i n  Sco t l and  
bu t  have y e t  t o  become permanently e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Argyl l .  

Count 8 : 

1 poss ib ly  2 Glen Rolloch 20th  A p r i l .  
1 Loch Spelve 3 rd  May. 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER Dendrocopos major 

[B+W: A l l  areas] 

Widespread i n  s u i t a b l e  woods and sometimes comes t o  b i r d t a b l e s  
i n  Win te r .  Comparatively r e c e n t  c o l o n i s t s  t o  Argy l l  w i t h  breeding 
first r e p o r t e d  from Ardent inny i n  1921. Oban was reached by 
1945 and they  c ros sed  t o  Mull t h e  fo l lowing  y e a r .  

Counts: 
B i r d s  las t  bred Castle Sween 1982'but have no t  been seen  
subsequent ly .  
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ISLAY 
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SKYLARK Alauda a r v e n s i s  

[B/S+P+W: A l l  areas] 
Widespread and common b u t  is l o s i n g  s u i t a b l e  habi ta t  w i t h  spread 
of f o r e s t r y .  
b reeding  season.  

Main counts :  

70 Bel lochantuy 28th  February.  
80 P o r t  C h a r l o t t e  27 th  January .  
c80 Cliad Farm i n  mid-October. 

Many s k y l a r k s  l e a v e  Argyl l  completely after 
Occasional  large f l o c k s  I n  Winter.  

SAND MARTIN Riparia r ipar ia  

CStP: A l l  areas3 
Widespread and common where there are s u i t a b l e  sites. 
Decreasing l o c a l l y  due t o  i n c r e a s i n g  d i s t u r b a n c e  g e n e r a l l y  
through commercial e x p l o i t a t i o n  of sand.  T h i s  does n o t  take 
i n t o  account  t h e  dramatic popula t ion .c rash  through t h e  Sahel 
drought  1983/84. 
Counts: 

Much la ter  a r r i v i n g  than  u s u a l  and very s c a r c e  throughout  area. 
LAST REPORTED 3 l s t  August. 
FIRST REPORTED 2nd May. 

SWALLOW Hirundo r u s t i c a  

[StP: A l l  areas] 
Widespread. 

Counts: 

- FIRST one Mull of Oa 8 t h  A p r i l ,  f irst recorded  elsewhere 
from -16th A p r i l .  
LAST one Lochdon 27th  October.  
10 th  October  - l a s t  seen here. 
- 
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HOUSE MARTIN Delichon u r b i c a  

[S+P: A l l  a r e a s ]  

Common breeding s p e c i e s  where t h e r e  are s u i t a b l e  s i tes  and 
t h e  b i r d s  a r e  undis turbed .  Recently cons t ruc t ed  ' k i t '  
houses  used i n  p l aces  but  no r e p o r t s  of n a t u r a l  s i t e s  being 
used .  

Counts 

clO0 South Connel 28 th  August. 

TREE P I P I T  Anthus t r i v i a l i s  

[S+P: A l l  areas] 

Common i n  s u i t a b l e  breeding  habitats.  B e n e f i t s  from 
c l e a r e d  f o r e s t r y  p l a n t a t i o n s .  

Counts: 

P o s s i b l e  i n c r e a s e  i n  Castle Sween a rea .  
FIRST one found i n  exhausted cond i t ion  Croggan 25th  March was 
excep t iona l ly  e a r l y .  
LAST 3rd September. 

Elsewhere a r r i v a l s  from 22nd A p r i l .  

MEADOW P I P I T  Anthus p r a t e n s i s  

[B+P: A l l  a r e a s ]  

Very common breeding s p e c i e s  i n  upland and lowland moors. 
Flocks i n  Autumn withmany b i r d s  l eav ing  Argyl l  f o r  Winter .  

Count 8 : 

227 Toward Po in t  2 1 s t  January .  

ROCK PIPIT Anthus s p i n o l e t t a  

[B+W: A l l  areas] 

Common breeding s p e c i e s  around a l l  c o a s t s .  

No unusual r eco rds .  

WATER PIPIT Anthus s p i n o l e t t a  s p i n o l e t t a  

Vagrant 

Count 8 : 

1 i n  summer plumage P o l l  Gorm, Strand  23rd Ju ly  ( D  C S a r d i n e ) .  

GREY WAGTAIL Motac i l l a  c i n e r e a  

[B+PtW: A l l  areas] 

Widespread i n  breeding season  w i t h  many b i r d s  l e a v i n g  Argy l l  
i n  Autumn. P a r t i c u l a r l y  vu lne rab le  t o  a seve re  Winter.  

Counts : 

F i r s t  r e t u r n i n g  b i r d s  23rd March. 
1 Gallanach 1 4 t h  October - unusual  on C o l l .  

I 
I 
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KINTYRE 

1050 

1066 

PIED/WHITE WAGTAIL Motac i l l a  alba 

[BtW: A l l  areas] 
Common breeding  s p e c i e s  a l though many b i r d s  l e a v e  Argyll i n  
Autumn. 
Spr ing  and Autumn. 

White wagtails pass through i n  vary ing  numbers i n  

WAXWING Bombycilla Ra r ru lus  

[W: A l l  areas] 
I r r e g u l a r  w i n t e r  v i s i t o r  i n  va ry ing  numbers. 

Counts: 

1 T a r b e r t  3 6 t h  December (M J P Gregory) 
- 

I 
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DIPPER Cinc lus  c i n c l u s  

[BtW: A l l  areas] 
Widespread a long  r i v e r s  w i t h  many b i r d s  moving down t o  t i d a l  
r i v e r  mouths and l o c h  s ides  i n  Autumn. 
than  one would expec t .  Absent from Col1 and Tiree. I Perhaps less common 

WREN Trog lody tes  t r o g l o d y t e s  

[BtW: A l l  areas] 
Very common and found i n  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  habitats from s e a l e v e i  
t o  200mt. Remarkably r e s i l i a n t  t o  s e v e r e  win te r s .  

- 

1 
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MULL 
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NORTH ARGYLL 
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ARGYLL 
COWAL 

,1146 

M I  D-ARGY LL 
MULL 

DUNNOCK P r u n e l l a  modular i s  

[BtW: A l l  Areas] 

Common 

Counts: 

B i r d s  p re sen t  aga in  t h i s  y e a r  on Lunga, Treshnish  Is les ,  bu t  
no t  thought t o  have bred .  

ROBIN Er i thacus  rubecu la  

[ B t P :  A l l  areas] 

Common throughout  area w i t h  numbers augmented by passage 
b i r d s  i n  Autumn. 

REDSTART Phoenicurus phoenicurus 

[StP: A l l  a r e a s ]  

Common b r e e d i n g s p e c i e s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  oak woods. Passage 
b i r d s  could t u r n  up anywhere. 

Counts: 

FIRST Barca ld ine  1 3 t h  A p r i l ;  LAST REPORTED 22nd August. 

WHINCHAT Sax ico la  r u b e t r a  

[ S t P :  A l l  a r e a s ]  
Common breeding s p e c i e s  b e n e f i t t i n g  from the e a r l y  y e a r s  
of f o r e s t r y  p l a n t a t i o n  and aga in  a f t e r  t imber has been 
c l e a r e d .  

Counts : 

FIRST 1 Arnabost 7 t h  A p r i l  was ear l ier  than  usua l .  Elsewhere 
a r r i v a l s  from 23rd A p r i l ;  LAST Arinagour P l a n t a t i o n  2 1 s t  
October.  
LAST REPORTED 1st September. 

STONECHAT Sax ico la  t o r q u a t a  

[BtPtW:  A l l  a r e a s ]  

Widespread but  numbers can f a l l  d rama t i ca l ly  a f te r  seve re  
w i n t e r s  and can take 2-3 good breeding seasons t o  r ecove r .  
Many b i r d s  win ter  south  of Argy l l  l eav ing  dur ing  the Autumn. 
Comparatively few overwinter ing .  

Counts: 

General ly  s c a r c e  throughout .  
More than u s u a l  p re sen t  a long  t i d e l i n e s  i n  l a t e  January dur ing  
b l anke t  snow cover  i n l a n d .  

WHEATEAR Oenanthe oenanthe 

[ S t P :  A l l  a r e a s ]  

Common breeding s p e c i e s  o f t e n  us ing  r a b b i t  burrow si tes where 
rock  and wall s i t e s  not  a v a i l a b l e .  B i r d s  of Greenland r a c e  
f r equen t ly  seen on Spr ing  passage.  
Counts : 
FIRST Glen S h i r a  25th  March. 
- LAST Fidden 8 t h  October.  
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1200 

1201 

COWAL 
NORTH ARGYLL 

1202 

R I N G  OUZEL Turdus to rqua tus  

[StP: A l l  areas] 
Not as common as one would expec t  w i t h  a l l  t h e  upland areas i n  
Argyl l .  

No a r r i v a l  or depa r tu re  d a t e s  rece ived .  

BLACKBIRD Turdus merula 

[BtP:  A l l  areas] 
Very common breeding s p e c i e s  and passage migrant  i n  cons ide rab le  
numbers i n  November. 

Count 8 : 

c20 f l y i n g  sou th  down I s l and  Arle 21s t  November. 

FIELDFARE Turdus pi lar is  

[PtW: A l l  areas] 

Mainly occur s  as passage migrant  w i t h  smaller numbers win ter ing .  

Counts: 

195 Toward Po in t  21st Janaury.  
198 Se i1  6 t h  February.  
LAST REPORTED 1st A p r i l .  - FIRST 80 Connel on 1 7 t h  October, 

SONG THRUSH Turdus phi lomelos 

[BtPtW: A l l  areas] 

Widespread and very common throughout  w i t h  passage b i r d s  i n  
Spr ing  and Autumn. 

REDWING n r d u s  i l i a c u s  

[PtWt?B:  A l l  areas] 
The ma jo r i ty  of redwings pass through Argy l l  t o  w i n t e r  f u r t h e r  
south .  Numbers sometimes very s p e c t a c u l a r .  Comparatively few 
b i r d s  win te r .  
song o f t e n  heard. 
June 1978. 

Count 8 : 

1016 Toward P o i n t  2 1 s t  January dur ing  b l anke t  snow cover  in land .  - FIRST 7 t h  October;  LAST 19 th  Apr i l .  

Spr ing  passage b i r d s  can s t a y  q u i t e  l a te  and 
However b i r d s  may hold  t e r r i t o r y  eg  Dalmally 

MISTLE THRUSH Turdus v i s c i v o r u s  

[BtPtW: A l l  areas] 
Common breeding  s p e c i e s  th roughout ,  a l though absen t  on Col1 and 
Tiree where only  passage b i r d s  seen .  Post-breeding f l o c k s  of 
up t o  30 seen.  Few w i n t e r  and remainder r e t u r n  February 
onwards. 

1 
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MID-ARGYLL 

NORTH ARGYLL 

GRASSHOPPER WARBLER .Locus te l l a  naevia  

[StP:  A l l  areas] 
Local ly  common breeding s p e c i e s .  Migrants could t u r n  up 
anywhere. 

Counts: 

FIRST Benderloch 25th  A p r i l .  

SEDGE WARBLER Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 

[StP: A l l  areas] 

Common bu t  l o c a l .  Migrants  could t u r n  up anywhere. 

Counts: 

FIRST s ing ing  Loch Gorm 23rd Apr i l .  
LAST REPORTED Loch Assapol 22nd August. 

ICTERINE WARBLER Hippo la i s  i c t e r i n a  

Vagrant - ? s p r i n g  overshoot .  

Counts : 

1 s ing ing  i n  garden a t  T a y n u i l t  1 2 t h  o r  1 3 t h  June t o  2 8 t h  
June. (K D Connor).  Mr Connor had t h e  f o r e - s i g h t  t o  make 
a r eco rd ing  of t h e  song. (Sub jec t  t o  acceptance by the 
B r i t i s h  B i r d s  Rari t ies  Committee). 

WHITETHROAT S y l v i a  communis 

[StP: A l l  areas] 

Widespread and common. 

Count s : 

Fewer p re sen t  than  u s u a l .  
FIRST Connel 1st May. 
.I > 

GARDEN WARBLER S y l v i a  b o r i n  

[ S t P :  A l l  areas] 

Scarce  breeding  s p e c i e s .  Can t u r n  up anywhere on mig ra t ion  
when it sometimes can be found f eed ing  o n e l d e r  berries i n  
Autumn. 

Count s : 

No a r r i v a l  o r  depa r tu re  dates rece ived .  
1 Singing  Ga l l anach in  J u l y  was thought t o  be unusual .  

BLACKCAP S y l v i a  a t r i c a p i l l a  

CStWtP: A l l  a r e a s ]  

Scarce  breeding  s p e c i e s  but  some y e a r s  more b lackcaps  seen  on 
b i rd t ab le s  i n  Winter t han  dur ing  Summer. 

WINTER RECORDS : 

1 T a r b e r t  6 t h  January.  
1 on 1 1 t h  January.  
1 Oban 1 2 t h  December 1983 t o  1 8 t h  February 1984; 1 Lochgilphead 
7 t h  February.  
1 Connel 2 1 s t  January.  
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Migrants  & Summer Records: 

1 Loch Gru ina r t  RSPB Reserve 1 6 t h  November. 
2 Lochgilphead 4th-5th October;  Minard 1 7 t h  November. 

- FIRST Spr ing  migrant  1st May. 

ISLAY 
MID-ARGYLL 
MULL Singing  a t  4 s i tes  - more than  usual .  
NORTH ARGYLL 

1308 

MID-ARGYLL 
MULL 

1311 

MULL 

COLL 
NORTH ARGYLL 

1312 

NORTH ARGYLL 

1314 

1335 

MULL 
NORTH ARGYLL 

1335 

MULL 
NORTH ARGYLL 

WOOD WARBLER Phyl loscopus s i b i l a t r i x  

[StP: A l l  areas] 
Common i n  oakwooda. 

Counts: 

- FIRST s ing ing  Inve ra ray  26 th  Apr i l .  
B i rd  nes t  b u i l d i n g  3rd May - e a r l y .  

CHIFFCHAFF Phyl loscopus c o l l y b i t a  

[StP: A l l  areas] 
Scarce. November r e c o r d s  no t  unusua l .  
Count 8 : 

1 showing c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of S i b e r i a n  race Tobermory 3 r d  and 
23rd December. 
1 Gallanach 1 7 t h  October. - FIRST Connel 7 t h  Apr i l .  

WILLOW WARBLER Phyl loscopus t r o c h i l u s  

[StP: A l l  areas] 
The commonest warb ler  i n  Argy l l .  

Counts: 

- FIRST 1 1 t h  A p r i l .  Return passage through area noted  9 th-  
1 5 t h  August. 

GOLDCREST Regulus r e g u l u s  

[BtWtP: A l l  areas] 
Common breeding  s p e c i e s  and one o f  t h e  few t o  have b e n e f i t t e d  
from f o r e s t r y .  

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER Muscicapa str iata 

[StP: A l l  areas] 
Widespread breeding  s p e c i e s  i n  small numbers. Passage b i r d s  
u n t i l  about  mid-September. 

Counts 

- LAST West Ardhu 1 3 t h  September. - FIRST 8 t h  May. 

LONG-TAILED TIT Aeg i tha los  cauda tus  

[BtW: A l l  areas] 
Widespread. S u f f e r s  from severe winters.  
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1 1520 

MID-ARGYLL 

COAL T I T  Parus  a t e r  

[B+W; A l l  areas] 

Common and i n  some p l a n t a t i o n s  abundant.  Doubt less  has b e n e f i t t e d  
from sp read  of f o r e s t r y .  

BLUE T I T  Parus  c a e r u l e u s  

[B+W: All a r e a s ]  

V e r y  common b u t  absen t  from some i s l a n d s .  

Count s : 

B i r d s  p re sen t  Sp r ing  and Summer but  breeding  n o t  proved. 

GREAT T I T  Parus  major 

[B+W: A l l  a r e a s ]  

Common throughout  area b u t  less  p l e n t i f u l  t han  B l u e T i t s .  
from Col1 and T i r e e  as breeding  s p e c i e s .  

Counts: 

B i r d s  were p r e s e n t  on I s l a n d  dur ing  t h e  breeding  season  but  
breeding  no t  proved. 

Absent 

TREECREEPER C e r t h i a  familiaris 

[B+W: A l l  areas] 

Common i n  s u i t a b l e  h a b i t a t  b u t  obviously absen t  from Col1 and 
T i r ee .  

GREAT GREY SHRIKE Lanius  e x c u b i t o r  

[U+P: A l l  areas] 

I r r e g u l a r  w i n t e r  v i s i t o r  and passage migrant .  

Counts : 

1 Ki lbe r ry  4 t h  February.  
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1539 

MID-ARGYLL 

1549 

KINTYRE 
COLONSAY 
MID-ARGYLL 

MULL 

1559 

ISLAY 

COLONSAY 

1560 

COLL 

1563 

- J A Y  Garru lus  g a r r u l u s  

[BtW:  Areas 1, 3, 4 & 63 
Local bu t  common i n  some p laces .  Absent from is lands.  
Counts : 

More r e c o r d s  than  usua l  dur ing  first w i n t e r  per iod  was 
probably due t o  i n f l u x  of Jays from Cont inent  i n t o  B r i t a i n  
i n  Autumn 1983. 

MAGPIE P i c a  p i c a  

[B: Areas 1, 2 ,  3 & 4 3  
Considered t o  be rare o u t s i d e  Cowal bu t  spate o f  r e c o r d s  i n  
Spr ing  s u g g e s t s p s s i b i l i t y  of c o l o n i s a t i o n  f u r t h e r  n o r t h  i n  
County. 

Counts : 

1 Skipness  2 8 t h  February.  
Unconfirmed r e p o r t s  o f 1  i n  June .  
1 Crinan Moss 1 4 t h  February and 
February.  
1 Glen Aros 2 6 t h  May. 

CHOUGH Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 

[BtW: Areas 1 & 23 

I s l a y  is t h e  main s t rongho ld  i n  
pupu la t ions  on Mull of Kin ty re ,  

Counts: 

1 or the  same Ki lmar t in  22nd 

Sco t l and  and there are smaller 
S u r a  and Colonsay. 

39 was h i g h e s t  count  onRSPB Reserve a t  Loch Gru ina r t  28 th  
September. 
11 on 15th  January .  

JACKDAW Corvus monedula 

[BtW: A l l  areas] 
Very common throughout  area a l though  no tab ly  a b s e n t  as breeding  
species from C o l l ,  Tiree,  Treshn i sh  Isles and most of Mull ,  
where i t  only  breeds a t  West of Ross and on Iona.  I n c r e a s e  i n  
numbers du r ing  Winter.  

Counts: 

2 p r e s e n t  i n  Apr i l  and May. 

ROOK Corvus f r u g i l e g u s  

[BtW: A l l  areas] 
- 

~ ~~ 
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Very common though a b s e n t  as breeding  species from C o l l  and Tiree 
where there is a l a c k  of t rees  and more s u r p r i s i n g  from most of 
Mull. I n c r e a s e  i n  numbers i n  Winter.  I n  1975 t h e  Na t iona l  
Census showed 78 r o o k e r i e s  i n  A r g y l l  w i t h  a t o t a l  of 3217 n e s t s  
g i v i n g  a n  average  o f  41.2 n e s t s  pe r  rookery  and a d e n s i t y  of 
0.40 per  km2. 
Sco t l and  w i t h  only  Su the r l and  a t  0.39 and She t l and  w i t h  0.08 
having lower d e n s i t i e s .  (See M E Castle i n  S c o t t i s h  B i r d s  
Vol 9 ~ 3 2 7 ) .  

T h i s  made Argyll the  t h i r d  lowes t  d e n s i t y  i n  
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1567 
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1 ISLAY 
MID-ARGYLL 

1572 

I 
I 

1582 I 

Counts: 

212 Campbeltown 7 t h  August. 

CARRION/HOODED CROW Corvus corone 

[BtW: A l l  areas] 

The Hooded Crow i s  t h e  predominant subspec ie s  i n  t h e  Northern p a r t  
of Argy l l  and on most i s l a n d s  but  Carr ion crows are spreading  
s lowly up through Cowal t o  Mid-Argyll and  Kin tyre .  It  is 
becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  f r e q u e n t  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  Hoodie areas and 
consequent ly  hybr ids  can be seen  i n  vary ing  numbers anywhere. 
One i s  tempted t o  s p e c u l a t e  on t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  p i c t u r e  i n  
50 years t ime.  

Counts : 

Carr ion  crow showed s i g n s  of  an i n c r e a s e  s i n c e  1983. 
~ 3 5 0  Loch Feochan 27th October inc luded  s e v e r a l  hybr ids .  

RAVEN Corvus corax  

[BtW: A l l  areas] 

Very common throughout  w i t h  b i r d s  o f t e n  f r e q u e n t i n g  r e f u s e  t i p s  
eg up t o  50 a t  c e r t a i n  times of t he  year a t  Tobermory t i p .  

STARLING S tu rnus  v u l g a r i s  

[BtW: A l l  areas] 

Abundant, a l though no t  as common dur ing  the  b reed ing  season as 
on Col1 and T i r e e .  Frequent ly  found u s i n g  n a t u r a l  Si tes  such 
as s e a c l i f f s  on Treshn i sh  Is les .  R e s i d e n t  popu la t ion  swollen 
i n  Winter w i t h  immigrants from Northern Europe. 
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3584 

MULL 

1591 

ROSE-COLOURED STARLING S tu rnus  roseus  

CV: Areas 1, 4 & 51 
With a lmost  annual  r e c o r d s  ' vag ran t '  might  be an overs ta tement .  

Counts : 

Adult  Fidden 1 3 t h  June ( R  F Coomber e t  a l ) .  
acceptance  by t h e  B r i t i s h  B i rds  Rarit ies Committee). 

I 

HOUSE SPARROW Passer domest icus  I 
I 

( s u b j e c t  t o  

[R: A l l  areas] 
Genera l ly  very p l e n t i f u l  and a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  h a b i t a t i o n  and 
a g r i c u l t u r e .  Sca rce  on some i s l a n d s .  

1598 

KINTYRE 
MID-ARGYLL 

3636 

1638 

I S L A Y  
COWAL 
MID-ARGYLL 
NORTH ARGYLL 

1649 

TREE SPARROW Passer montanus 

[WtPt?B:  Areas I, 4 6. 51 
Very uncommon b u t  poss ib ly  under-recorded. 
r e q u i r e d  t o  determine e x a c t  s t a t u s .  

Counts: 

5 Skipness  20 th  January ;  3 Tarbcr t  7 t h  February. 
5 Kilberry 2 5 t h  February;  2 S t o n e f i e l d  6 t h  June. 

A l l  r e c o r d s  

I 
I 
I 
I 

CHAFFINCH P r i n g i l l a  c o e l e b s  

[BtWtP: A l l  areas] 

Abundant, o f t e n  forming large f l o c k s  of both  s e x e s  i n  Winter.  I 
BRAMBLING F r i n g i l l a  m o n t i f r i n g i l l a  I 

I 
I 
I 

GREENFINCH C a r d u e l i s  c h l o r i s  I 
I 

[WtP: A l l  a r e a s ]  

Winter v i s i t o r  i n  f l u c t u a t i n g  numbers. 
Winters.  

Counts: 

6 Port Askaig 8 t h  A p r i l ;  1 Loch G r u i n a r t  RSPB Reserve 3 rd  May. 
80 Cairndow 29 th  January .  
120 n r  Oban i n J a n u a r y ;  c50 n r  Loch Tromlee 1 4 t h  March. 
Up t o  200 i n  Benderloch area January .  

Apparent ly  absen t  some 

Last seen  1 2 t h  March. 

CBtW: A l l  areas] 
Patchy d i s t r i b u t i o n  a l though  p l e n t i f u l  i n  some areas. 
i n  Winter .  

I n c r e a s e  
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I 
I 
I 

ISLAY 

MULL 
I COLONSAY 

GOLDFINCH Cardue l i s  c a r d u e l i s  

[BtW: A l l  areas] 

Becomes s c a r c e  i n  t h e  North and on some i s l a n d s .  Absent as 
breeding  s p e c i e s  on Colonsay, Iona ,  Col l  and Tiree. Very 
l o c a l  I s l a y ,  J u r a  and Mull. 

Counts: 

25 P o r t  C h a r l o t t e  22nd October .  

SISKIN Cardue l i s  s p i n u s  

[BtPtW:  A l l  areas] 

Common breeding  s p e c i e s  where s u i t a b l e  habi ta t .  
breeding s p e c i e s  on Colonsay,  Iona ,  Co l l  and Tiree and l o c a l  
on I s l a y  and J u r a .  Sometimes found i n  l a r g e  f l o c k s  i n  Autumn 
feed ing  on t h i s t l e s  and g r a s s  seeds .  Few w i n t e r  bu t  t h e r e  
a r e  numerous r e c o r d s  of b i r d s  coming t o  r e d  peanut bags.  

Absent as 

LINNET Cardue l i s  cannabina 

[BtP+W: A l l  a r e a s ]  

Local ly  common. Few w i n t e r  r eco rds .  

TWITE Cardue l i s  f l a v i r o s t r i s  

[BtPtW:  A l l  a r e a s ]  

Local ly  common but  s c a r c e  i n  Cowal and Mid-Argyll. Some 
decrease  on Mull over r e c e n t  y e a r s .  Few l a r g e  f l o c k s  i n  
win te r .  

Counts : 

264 Loch C r u i n a r t  RSPB Reserve 28th  September. 
40 1 1 t h  January .  
25 Sa len  1 9 t h  February ( o n l y  W i n t e r  Atlas r e c o r d  from i s l a n d ) .  
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1710 

NORTH ARGYLL 
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REDPOLL Cardue l i s  flammea 

[www: 1111 arcasl 
Common bu t  l o c a l  breeding  spec 
s p e c i e s  from Iona ,  C o l l  and T i r e e .  

Counts: 

c250 Ardnadrochi t  1 1 t h  September. 
35 Connel 1 1 t h  February.  

e s .  Absent as a bre d ing  

CROSSBILL Loxia c u r v i r o s t r a  

[BtW: A l l  areas] 
Popula t ion  f l u c t u a t e s  dramatically w i t h  cone c rop  i n  f o r e s t r y  
p l a n t a t i o n s .  

Counts : 

Good r e p o r t s  throughout  County, a l though poss ib ly  n o t  as h igh  
as i n  1983. 
4 Ki lda l ton  2nd J u l y  was unusual .  
1 found dead i n  J u l y .  
Largest r e p o r t e d  f l o c k  was cl5 n e a r  Loch Tromlee 1 4 t h  March. 
Largest r e p o r t e d  f l o c k  was 27 on 1 7 t h  A p r i l  b u t  most p l a n t a t i o n s  
where 'common' I n  1983 were deserted. 

BULLPINCH Pyr rhu la  py r rhu la  

[BtW: A l l  areas] 

Common breeding  s p e c i e s  i n  h a b i t a t s  r ang ing  from f o r e s t r y  
p l a n t a t i o n s  t o  e x t e n s i v e  sh rubbe r i e s .  
Tiree and i r r e g u l a r  on Colonsay and Gigha. 
f l o c k s i n w i n t e r  b u t  is poss ib ly  vu lne rab le  t o  s e v e r e  w i n t e r s .  

Counts: 

Some l o c a l  f l o c k s  cons idered  t o  c o n t a i n  b i r d s  of nor the rn  s s p  
21s t  January .  

Absent from Coll and 
Can be found i n  

SNOW BUNTING P lec t rophenax  n i v a l i s  

[P tWt?B:  A l l  areas] 
Occurs i n  vary ing  numbers on passage.  
Some years some b i r d s  may breed on t h e  h i g h  tops .  

Counts : 

45 Clachan 1 8 t h  January .  
20 Portnahaven 3 9 t h  January .  
22 Clachan Sei1 20th  January .  
25 Glen More 2nd February and 10 there  6 t h  A p r i l .  
on 1 2 t h  November. 

Some w i n t e r  f l o c k s .  

- 

Also 21 t  

YELLOWHAMMER Emberiza c i t r i n e l l a  

[BtW: A l l  areas] 
Local  b u t  common i n  places. 
w i n t e r .  

Seen away from breeding  areas i n  

- 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I’ 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

1877 

ISLAY 

1882 

COLL 

- REED BUNTING Emberiza schoen ic lus  

[BtW: A l l  areas] 
Common i n  s u i t a b l e  h a b i t a t .  Flocks wi th  f i n c h e s  and Yellow- 
hammers found around farms i n  win te r .  

Counts: 

30 P o r t  C h a r l o t t e  1 9 t h  January .  

CORN BUNTING Miliaria c a l a n d r a  

[ R t P :  Areas 1 & 51 
Very l o c a l  breeding s p e c i e s  w i t h  r e g u l a r  breeding  only from 
Col1 and Tiree,  and may do s o  on Gigha. Elsewhere b i r d s  
appear  a t  mig ra t ion  times sugges t ing  some movement, a l though 
t h i s  might be only on a ‘ l o c a l ‘  basis. 

Counts 

3 s i n g i n g  males 1 8 t h  June.  



RESULTS OF BIRD-RINGING I N  ARGYLL I N  1984 

Dr. J.C.A. Cra ik  

S c o t t i s h  Marine Bio log ica l  Assoc ia t ion ,  

P.O. Box 3, Oban, Argy l l  PA34 4AD. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

I n  1984, f i v e  r e s i d e n t  r i n g e r s  l i c e n s e d  to  r i n g  a l l  b i r d  s p e c i e s  

were o p e r a t i n g  i n  Argy l l .  

a C-permit.  

94% o f  t h e  county total  ( r e s p e c t i v e l y  3104, 390, 301, 228 and 154 

b i r d s ) .  101 birds (2%) were r inged  by two Argy l l  residents wi th  

r e s t r i c t e d  permits l i c e n s i n g  them t o  r i n g  s ing le .  s p e c i e s  as part  o f  

wider scientific s t u d i e s .  

The remaining 182 b i r d s  (4%) were r inged  by fou r  v i s i to rs  to  t h e  county 

(two holidaymakers,  one RSPB staff member, and t h e  Glasgow Unive r s i ty  ’ 

G u l l  Study Group). 

Four o f  t h e s e  h e l d  A-permits whi le  one he ld  

Together  they  were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r i n g i n g  4177 b i r d s ,  

These s p e c i e s  were Eider  and Golden Eagle. 

Among f o r e i g n  r e c o v e r i e s  i n  1984 o f  Argy l l  r i nged  b i r d s ,  perhaps 

t h e  most e x c i t i n g  have been f o u r  r e c o v e r i e s  o f  terns i n  various p a r t s  

of Africa (see below).  

11. RINGING TOTALS 

The totals  of each s p e c i e s  r inged  i n  Argy l l  i n  1984 (as n o t i f i e d  

t o  me by t h e  end o f  February 1985) are g iven  i n  Table 1. 

I n  Table  2, an  attempt i s  made t o  place t h e s e  totals  i n  a national 

The n a t i o n a l  to ta ls  f o r  each  y e a r  do n o t  become a v a i l a b l e  p e r s p e c t i v e .  

u n t i l  December o f  t h e  fo l lowing  yea r  and consequent ly  t h e  1984 national 

totals are not: a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  time o f  w r i t i n g .  The 1984 Argy l l  t o t a l s  
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have therefore been expressed as percentages of the 1983 national totals 

for each species (Mead & Hudson 1984). 

exceeds 15% are given in Table 2. 

The species for which this 

Most of the species in Table 2 are ringed in these relatively large 

numbers because they are the subjects of detailed studies by individuals 

resident in Argyll. 

visiting holiday ringer. 

However, all the Short-eared O w l  were ringed by a 

Long-term studies utilising ringing, primarily in Argyll, are being 

carried out by the following individuals. 

Eider C.A. Galbraith (Department of Zoology, Aberdeen University) 

4 Achagoil, Minard, Inveraray, Argyll. 

Golden Eagle M.J. Gregory, 10 Kilmory Road, Lochgilphead, Argyll. 

Common Tern J.C.A. Craik, Scottish Marine Biological Association, 

Arctic Tern P.O. Box 3 ,  Oban, Argyll. 

Common Gull 3 
Chough E. Bignal, Quin Hill, Clachan, Tarbert, Argyll. 

Greenland D.A. Stroud, Kindrochid, Sanaig, Bruichladdich, 
Whitefronts Islay, Argyll. 
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TABLE 1. 1984 ARGYLL RINGING TOTALS 

Species 

Fulmar 
Manx Shearwater 
Shag 
Mute Swan 
Shelduck 
Eider 
Sparrowhawk 
Buzzard 
Golden Eagle 
Merlin 
Peregrine 
Oystercatcher 
Ringed Plover 
Golden Plover 
Lapwing 
Dunlin 
Curlew 
Redshank 
Common Sandpiper 
Black-headed Gull 
Common Gull 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 
Herring Gull 
Great Black-backed Gull 
Common Tern 
Arctic Tern 
Razorbill 
Black Guillemot 
Puffin 
Tawny Owl 
Short-eared Owl 
Skylark 
Sand Martin 
swallow 
Tree Pipit 

54 

Fully grown 

3 
1 

5 
2 

97 
L 

4 

2 

I. 
4 
2 

4 

7 
80 

11 
8 

1 

3 

10 

42 
1 
6 

Chicks 
~~ 

300 

2 

10 

2 

17 
4 

9 

51 
27 

4 

24 

3 
8 

21 
86 
482 

lo 
239 
34 

985 
19 2 

11 

45 

10 

9 

22 

10 

I 
I 

-1 
3 
1 

305 
2 
2 

97 
11 
2 

17 
4 

9 
55 
27 

4 

24 
2 

4 

12 

23 
86 
486 

17 
319 
45 

993 

192 
1 

11 

3 

55 

10 
9 

42 
23 
16 
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Meadow Pipit 

Rock Pipit 

Pied Wagtail 

Wren 

Dunnock 

Robin 

Redstart 

Whinchat 

Wheatear 

Blackbird 

Song Thrush 

Redwing 

Grasshopper Warbler 

Sedge Warbler 

Whitethroat 

Garden Warbler 

Blackcap 

Wood Warbler 

Chiffchaff 

Willow Warbler 

Goldcrest 

Spotted Flycatcher 

Long-tailed Tit 

Coal Tit 

Blue Tit 

Great Tit 

Treecreeper 

Chough 

Jackdaw 

Crow ssp. 

Starling 

Chaffinch 

Brambling 

Greenfinch 

Siskin 

Linnet 

Redpoll 

Bullfinch 
Reed Bunting I 

Totals 

55 

52 

1 

5 

10 

27 

72 

1 

9 

42 

19 

1 

1 

2 

7 

2 

1 

77 

11 

1 9  

16 

21 

154 

116 

7 

1 

1 

1 

466 

33 

18 

33 

7 

1 

2 

1 

1532 

9 

4 

6 

5 

32 

6 

20  

1 

5 

21 

14 

4 

80 

64 

38 

2 

2928 

1 

61 

5 

11 

10 

27 

77 

33 

6 

29 

42 

19 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

7 

23 

1 

9 1  

11 

23 

16 

2 1  

234 

180 

7 

38 

1 

1 

1 

466 

33 

18 

33 

7 

1 

2 

3 

4460 
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TABLE 2.  SPECIES FOR WHICH ARGYLL MAKES SIGNIFICANT 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO U.K.  NATIONAL RINGING TOTALS 

Species  

I 
I 
I 

Eider  

Golden Eagle 

Common Gul l  

Common Tern 

Short-eared O w l  

Chough 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
B 
I 
1 
I 
I 

Argy l l  1984 Tota l  

97 

17  

486 

993 

10 

38* 

U.K. 1983 T o t a l  

468 

6 1  

3 209 

203 2 

64 

67 

% 

2 1  

28 

15  

49 

16 

57 

* 
A f u r t h e r  16 Chough were r i n g e d  wi th  co lour  r i n g s  only:  

a r e  n o t  included i n  Table  1. 

t h e s e  

57 



111. RECOVERIES AND SPEIES REPORTS 

The fo l lowing  is a s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  1984 r e c o v e r i e s  of which I 

was n o t i f i e d  by t h e  end of February 1985. 

on t h e  first l i n e  and recovery  d a t a  on the second l i n e .  

when r inged  is given  accord ing  t o  t h e  EURING Code (no te  that :  t h e s e  

f i g u r e s  do n o t  represent:  age i n  y e a r s ) :  

Ringing details  are g iven  

The age 

1 n e s t l i n g  or c h i c k  

2 f u l l y  grown, year  o f  ha t ch ing  unknown 

3 hatched du r ing  year  o f  r i n g i n g  

35 r inged  i n  j u v e n i l e  plumage (age 3) 

4 hatched be fo re  year  of r i n g i n g ,  exact: year  unknown 

5 hatched i n  p rev ious  year  

6 hatched b e f o r e  p rev ious  y e a r r  e x a c t  year  unknown 

M I F  Sex 

The manner of recovery  is coded as usual :  

caught  or t rapped  and r e l e a s e d  wi th  r i n g  

s h o t  or k i l l e d  by Man 

found dead 

I 
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I 
I 
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Shag Phalacrocorax a r i s t o t e l i s  

Large-scale  r i n g i n g  of shags  h a s  been c a r r i e d  o u t , i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  

by E r i c  Bignal  a t  c o l o n i e s  i n  mid-Argyll. 

were r e p o r t e d  i n  1984, of which two involved  d i s t a n c e s  of under 10 km, 

wi th  fou r  o f  10-50 km. Those over  50 km a r e  g iven  below. 

As a r e s u l t ,  t e n  recoveries 

1179352 1 6.7.83 E i l e a n  nan Coinean: 5600" 5O4O'W (Argyl l )  

4. 13.3.84 South end of Tiree: 56"30'N 6O45'W (Argyl l )  

87 km 310 deg 251 days ( s h o t )  

1179402 1 6.7.83 E i l ean  nan Coinean 

X 12.7.84 Calva,  Iona: 56O20'N 6'23'W (Argyl l )  

58 km 310 deg 372 days 

1179421 1 6.7.83 E i l ean  nan Coinean 

4. 24.4.84 Connel, Oban: 56'28 ' N  5O23 'W (Argyl l )  

55 km 19 deg  293 days  ( f i s h  farm n e t s )  

1179425 1 6.7.83 E i l ean  nan Coinean 

X 4.6.84 Near - Hynish, Ti ree :  56026" 6O53'W (Argyl l )  

89 km 303 deg 334 days 

Shag and, t o  a much lesser e x t e n t ,  cormorant,  a r e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s p e c i e s  

imp l i ca t ed  i n  damage t o  farmed salmon and t r o u t  i n  sea-cages on t h e  w e s t  

c o a s t  of Scot land .  The e x t e n t  o f  t h e  problem i n  terms of pe rcen tage  of 

s t o c k  damaged and loss of p r o f i t  t o  f i s h  farmers h a s  never been documented. 

It i s  t h e r e f o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  welcome t h a t  a NERC-financed r e s e a r c h  s t u d e n t  

from Edinburgh Un ive r s i ty  ( M r  D. Carss )  s t a r t e d  a p r o j e c t  on t h i s  topic i n  

l a t e  1984. 

Mute Swan Cygnus o l o r  

Argy l l  and neighbouring c o u n t i e s  are f o r t u n a t e  i n  t h a t  t h e i r  swan 

popu la t ions  have n o t  s u f f e r e d  t h e  c a t a s t r o p h i c  d e c l i n e  t h a t  has  occurred  i n  

southern  B r i t a i n  as a r e s u l t  o f  i n g e s t i o n  of l e a d  s h o ~  from discarded f i s h i n g  

t a c k l e .  

been r i n g i n g  t h i s  s p e c i e s  and r eco rd ing  i t s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  du r ing  h i s  r e g u l a r  
v i s i t s  t o  Argy l l  i n  r e c e n t  yea r s .  An outbreak  of swan-shooting by vandals  

near  Oban, and t h e  consequent d e s t r u c t i o n  of a r i n g e d . b i r d ,  prompted a le t ter  

M r  Doug Tr igg  (4 Crown Meadows, Lower BroadGeath, Worcester)  has  
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from M r  Tr igg  to t h e  "Oban Times" newspaper ( s e e  i s s u e s  of 13  December 

1984 and 21 February 1985) .  

s p e c i e s  such as Mute Swan, which are n o t  s t u d i e d  by local o r n i t h o l o g i s t s ,  

is most welcome. 

Sus ta ined  i n t e r e s t  by v i s i t i n g  r i n g e r s  i n  

248787 6M 7.8.82 Oban: 56O25'N 5O27'W (Argyl l )  

+ 5.12.84 Oban: 5ti025'N 5O26'W (Argyl l )  

247699 

1 km 9 0  deg 851  days  ( sho t )  

b-3 16.8.81 Bonawe, L. E t ive :  56O28'N 5O17'W (Argyl l )  

I 
I 

V 14.2.83 Connel, L. E t ive :  ( r e l e a s e d  from wire n e t t i n g  

and t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  Oban: r e l e a s e d )  

X 20.3.84 Achnacree Beag, L. E t ive :  56O28'N 5O21'W (Argyl l )  

White f r o n t e d  Goose Anser a l b i f r o n s  f l a v i r o s t r i s  (Data f o r  t h i s  s e c t i o n  

c o n t r i b u t e d  by D.A. Stroud)  

The Darvic r i n g i n g  Scheme of t h e  Greenland White-fronted Goose Study 

co-ord ina ted  by David S t roud  ( I s l a y )  (Department: of B i o l o g i c a l  Sc iences  , 
Unive r s i ty  Col lege  of Wales, Aberystwyth) is  con t inu ing  t o  y i e l d  f r u i t f u l  

and f a s c i n a t i n g  r e s u l t s .  

on t h e i r  b reeding  grounds i n  western Greenland. 

been seen  or recovered o u t s i d e  Greenland. 

s i x  a t  sites i n  Kin tyre ;  

two were on C o l l .  Outs ide  Argyl l ,  12 were i n  Ca i thness ,  and small numbers 

a t  Loch Lomond, Loch Ken, and i n  I r e l a n d  and I ce l and .  One of t h e  b i r d s  

seen  on I s l a y ' s u b s e q u e n t l y  appeared i n  t h e  Nether lands.  

c l e a r l y  demonstrate  the  c r u c i a l  importance of I s l a y  as t h e  p r i n c i p a l  

w i n t e r i n g  ground for t h i s  s p e c i e s .  

are t h e  remarkable f i d e l i t y  of i n d i v i d u a l  b i r d s  to  p a r t i c u l a r  w in te r ing  

a r e a s  (seven of t h e  above b i r d s  were i n  a small area of I s l a y  i n  f i v e  

s u c c e s s i v e  w i n t e r s ,  1979/80 to  1983/84) and t h e  dep res s ing  amount of 

shoo t ing  c a r r i e d  o u t  by t h e  i n v i n c i b l y  ignoran t ,  whose on ly  response  t o  

b i r d s  of a b e a u t i f u l  and th rea t ened  s p e c i e s  is to  d e s t r o y  them (13 of t h e  

62 were s h o t ) .  

I n  1979, 96 Greenland Whi te f ronts  were r inged  

By e a r l y  1985, 62 had 

O f  t h e s e  32 were on I s l a y ,  and 

a f u r t h e r  two were seen  a t  both  l o c a l i t i e s ,  and 

These r e s u l t s  

Other i n t r i g u i n g  f e a t u r e s  t o  emerge 

I n  summer 1984, a second exped i t ion  to  t h e  same area of Greenland 

r inged  a f u r t h e r  88 geese .  

t h e r e  aga in  i n  1984, two of which had not: been seen  i n  t h e  in t e r im .  

have been 22 r e c o v e r i e s  o u t s i d e  Greenland o f  t h e  1984-ringed birds a t  t h e  

Three of t h e  b i r d s  r inged  i n  1979 were found 

There 
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time of w r i t i n g  ( t o  13 February 1985):  14  on I s l a y ,  s i x  i n  I r e l a n d  and 

two ( s h o t )  i n  I ce l and .  

The r i n g s  made of whi te  plastic (Darvic)  a r e  l e g i b l e  a t  a d i s t a n c e  
and r ead  (upwards) LETTER-DIGIT-DIGIT. I n  1979 r i n g s  were placed on 

t h e  r i g h t  l e g ,  i n  1984 on t h e  l e f t  l e g .  Anyone see ing  b i r d s  wi th  t h e s e  

r i n g s  is  reques t ed  t o  r e p o r t  r i n g  number, d a t e  and p l a c e  t o  David S t roud ,  

Kindrochid,  Sanaig ,  Bruichladdich,  I s l a y ,  Argy l l .  

The I r i s h  F o r e s t  and W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  p l aced  s i m i l a r  v i s i b l y  numbered 

c o l l a r s  on  t h e  necks of 44 Whi te f ronts  a t  Wexford i n  s p r i n g  and 140 i n  

autumn 1984. These a r e  e i t h e r  orange (180) o r  whi te  (4)  and r ead  

upwards DIGIT-LETTER-LETTER(e.g. 7JF).  David S t roud  would a l s o  welcome 

r e p o r t s  o f  t h e s e  b i r d s ,  and w i l l  forward s i g h t i n g s  t o  t h e  FWS. 

a n a l y s i s  of both  r i n g i n g  Schemes w i l l  be g iven  i n  t h e  1985 Argy l l  

A f u l l  

Report .  

E ider  Somater ia  mollissima (This  s e c t i o n  c o n t r i b u t e d  by C. G a l b r a i t h )  

During 1984, Aberdeen U n i v e r s i t y ' s  s t u d y  of t h e  f eed ing  ecology and 

movements o f  E ide r  on t h e  west  c o a s t  o f  Scot land  cont inued.  A to ta l  o f  

95 b i r d s  were r inged  t h i s  yea r ,  b r i n g i n g  the grand t o t a l  f o r  t h e  first 

two seasons  of t h i s  s tudy  t o  204. 

D e t a i l s  of b i r d s  r inged  du r ing  t h e  1984 n e s t i n g  season were as 

fol lows:  

P lace  Females Ringed Wing-Tag Colour 

Loch E t i v e  2 Only one tagged.  Orange wi th  
b l ack  numbers. 

Burnt  I s l a n d s  - Bute 17 Blue wi th  whi te  numbers. 

Lpch Fyne 38 Yellow wi th  b l ack  numbers. 

Loch Linnhe 19 White wi th  b lack  numbers. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e , 1 9  b i r d s  (7  a d u l t  males, 9 a d u l t  females, 

1 first  w i n t e r  male and 2 first w i n t e r f e m a l e s )  were r inged  and tagged 

orange wi th  b l ack  numbers a t  L. S h i r a ,  Mid-Argyll, dur ing  December. 

I 
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Recoveries:  No b i r d s  were recovered du r ing  1984. However, r e c o r d s  Of 

t h r e e  b i r d s  recovered dead i n  1983 are now a v a i l a b l e .  

Found - Taq Number Ringed I Dis tance  (km) 
White No 1 L. Linnhe (25.5.83) Benderloch (9.9.83) 4 0  

White No 2 0  L. Linnhe (25.5.83) Caol, Ft.Wil1iam (19.9.83) 1 

Yellow No 30 L. E t i v e  (19.5.83) Benderloch (22.9.83) 7 

over  200  s i g h t i n g s  o f  tagged b i r d s  have been r epor t ed  to  date (January 
1985) .  

i n  t h e  1985 r e p o r t .  

s t a g e .  

It is hoped t h a t  a f u l l  report and a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e s e  w i l l  appear  

Some gene ra l  t r e n d s  i n  movement are appa ren t  a t  t h i s  

A f t e r  n e s t i n g ,  females may move c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s t a n c e s  wi th  t h e i r  young; 

up  to 20 km was recorded f o r  one female w i t h i n  one week o f  ha t ch ing  h e r  brood 

i n  1983. 

c e r t a i n l y  for L. Fyne, L. E t i v e  and L. Linnhe. Some b i r d s  were seen  to  move 

o u t  o f  t h e  n e s t i n g  loch ,  whi le  o t h e r s  remained over  w in te r .  Most b i r d s  

moving appear  to  head southwards,  w i th  t h e  Clyde e s t u a r y  and b a s i n  be ing  

a major w in te r ing  ground. Seve ra l  marked b i r d s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  from Loch 

Fyne, have been recorded  win te r ing  i n  t h e  Clyde e s t u a r y .  

possibly i n  response  t o  t h e  abundant food supply i n  t h e  e s t u a r y  a t  t h i s  time. 

A f t e r  n e s t i n g ,  t h e r e  appears t o  be a s p l i t  i n  the popula t ion ,  

T h i s  movement is  

The s tudy  w i l l  con t inue  throughout  1985 wi th  a f u r t h e r  r i n g i n g  

programme planned.  

D e t a i l s  of any s i g h t i n g s  of tagged Eiders g i v i n g  d a t e ,  place, tag co lour  

and t a g  number should  b e  s e n t  to: 

C.A. G a l b r a i t h ,  Cul terCy F i e l d  Station, Newburgh, E l lon ,  

Aberdeenshire ,  AB4 OAA. 

Sparrowhawk Accipiter n i s u s  

EH969 2 2 1F 27.6.84 

x 15.9.84 

Pe reg r ine  Fa lco  pe reg r inus  

GK70182 1 4.6.84 

X 30.8.84 

s t r a c h u r :  56°81N 5O3'W (Argyl l )  

Linli thgow: 

90 km 101 deg 80 days  

55O59 'N 3O37 'W (Lothian)  

Near Lochgilphead ca. 56ON SOW (Argyl l )  

Dunure: 55O22'N 4O45'W (S t r a thc lyde )  

90 km 152 deg 87 days  

- - 

62 
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Lapwing Vanel lus  v a n e l l u s  

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

DN28524 1 10.6.83 Gribun, I s l e  of Mull: 66O26'N 6O8'W (Argyll)' 

20.9.84 Unknown circumstances:  ' r i n g  found loose i n  

Dar l ing ton  mail  s o r t i n g  o f f i c e .  

Th i s  "recovery" i s  inc luded  as a n  example of t h e  consequences of 

(presumably) inadequate  packaging of a mailed ' r i ng !  

accompanying l e t t e r  and envelope? 

q a t  happened t o  t h e  

Common Gul l  Larus canus 

EK72649 1 15.6.84 Connel: 56O28'N 5O21'W (Argyl l )  

X 26.7.84 Bridge of Gaur, Rannoch S t a t i o n :  

4O26'W (Tayside) 

60  km 68 deg 4 1  days 

Herr ing Gul l  Larus a r g e n t a t u s  

56O40'N 

E igh t  r e c o v e r i e s  involv ing  d i s t a n c e s  over  100 km were r e p o r t e d  i n  

1984 of c h i c k s  r inged  a t  c o l o n i e s  nea r  Oban dur ing  1980-1984. 

g e n e r a l l y  confirm t h e  p a t t e r n  of r e c o v e r i e s  reported i n  t h e  1983 Argy l l  

B i r d  Report .  

These 

GJ41646 1 19.6.82 E i l e a n  D a h ,  Er i ska :  56O32'N 5O26'W (Argyl l )  

X 12.4.84 Barrhead, Glasgow: 5S048'N 4O24'W (S t r a thc lyde )  

104 km 142 deg 663 days 

GJ41948 1 21.6.82 E i l e a n  na Clo iche ,  Lismore: 56O29'N 5O31'W 

( Argy 11 ) 
V '24.7.84 Bishopbriggs , Glasgow: ' 55O54 'N  4O14 ' W  

( S t r a t h c l y d e )  

102  km 129 deg 765 days 

GJ71034 1 23.6.82 E i l e a n  na  Clo iche ,  Lismore 

X 28.7.84 Knott  End, Fleetwood: 53'56" 3OO'W (Lancs.) 

325 km 151  deg 766 dags 
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GJ71141 

GJ71320 

GJ71369 

1 30.6.82 

x 12.12.84 

1 19.6.83 

X 31.5.84 

1 21.6.83 

x 4.5.84 

GJ99253 1 6.7.84 

x 17.10.84 

GJ99312 1 22.7.84 

+ 13.9.84 

Ei lean Balnagowan, L. Linnhe: 56O33 I N  

5'20'W (Argyl l )  

K i lmui r ,  North Kessock: 

117 km 34 deg 896 days  

57°311N 4'13 'W (Highland) 

E i l ean  Dubh, Eriska:  

Let terkenny,  Donegal: 55°11'N 7'59'W (EIRE) 
219 km 227 deg 347 days 

56'32" 5O26'W (Argyl l )  

E i lean  nan Gamhn, Lismore: 56O29'N 5'32'W 

(Argyl l )  
Ardrossan: 

103 km 154 deg 318 days 

55'39 ' N  4O49 'W (Ayrshire)  

L i a t h  E i l e i n ,  L. Cao l i spo r t :  

S t  A u s t e l l :  5O02O'N 4O48'W (Cornwall) 

619 km 175 deg 103 days 

55O53'N 5O4O'W 

(Argyl l )  

I 
I 
I 
1 
I 

Sl igneach  Mor, L. Sunart :  56O40'N 5O59'W (Argyl l )  I 
Hamilton, Glasgow: 

157 km 130 deg 53 days ( s h o t )  

55O45 ' N  4O3'W (S t r a thc lyde )  

Common Tern S t e r n a  h i rundo 

Th i s  and t h e  fo l lowing  s p e c i e s  breed  i n  Argy l l  i n  sma l l  s c a t t e r e d  

c o l o n i e s ,  u s u a l l y  of under 50 pairs. 

con t inu ing  s tudy  by J.C.A. Cra ik .  

methods by which sma l l  c h i c k s  o f  t h e  two s p e c i e s  could  be  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

(see 1983 Argy l l  Bi rd  Report). 

i n v e s t i g a t e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e  s p e c i e s  i n  a s p e c t s  of breeding  b io logy .  

Resul t s  so f a r  have i n d i c a t e d  a ve ry  l a r g e  v a r i a t i o n  from yea r  t o  yea r  i n  
numbers breeding  and i n  numbers o f  c h i c k s  r inged .  

shows t h e  numbers of c h i c k s  found a t  s i x  c o l o n i e s  i n  t h e  Oban area over  a 
f i v e  y e a r  pe r iod .  

breeding  season  i n  1984 wi th  very  l o w  ch ick  m o r t a l i t y .  

Terns  a t tempted  to  breed and a h igh  p ropor t ion  o f  t h e i r  c h i c k s  died. 

reverse was observed i n  1983, w i th  Common Tern c h i c k s  s u f f e r i n g  h igh  

Both s p e c i e s  are t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  a 
An e a r l y  o b j e c t i v e  was to  develop  

These methods are now be ing  used t o  

For example, Table 3 

I n  Argy l l  as a whole, Common Tern had a ve ry  s u c c e s s f u l  
However, few Arctic 

The 
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m o r t a l i t y ,  b u t  most Arctic Tern c h i c k s  f l e d g i n g  s u c c e s s f u l l y .  

The reason  

weather ( i n c l u d i n g  h igh  

temporary food shor t ages  may p l a y  a part. 

for t h i s  s p e c i e s  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  not  understood,  b u t  adverse  

tempera tures  for Arctic Tern)' and l o c a l  o r  

A t  one Argy l l  colony,  554 Common Tern ch icks  w e r e  r i nged  i n  1984 

and fou r  of t h e s e  were recovered i n  t h e  same year .  

Fig.  1. These r e c o v e r i e s  confirm t h e  known migra t ion  r o u t e  and 

win te r ing  area of Br i t i sh -b red  Common Terns (Spencer & Hudson, 1982) .  

However it is  unusual f o r  t h e  r o u t e  t o  b e  adumbrated so c l e a r l y  by 

r e c o v e r i e s  from one colony i n  a s i n g l e  yea r .  

These are shown i n  

The details o f  these four  

r e c o v e r i e s  are as fo l lows .  

XR07314 1 7.8.84 

X 7.10.84 

XR07081 1 24 -7.84 

X 28.12.84 

XR07 208 1 31.7 -84 

X 26.11.84 

XR07281 1 31.7.84 

V 10.11.84 

Near Oban: 
Parentis-en-Born, Landes: 

1389 km 166 deg 6 1  days 

ca. 56ON 5OW (Argy l l )  - - 
44O21 ' N  1°4 'W (FRANCE) 

Near Oban 

S i d i  I f n i :  29O24'N 1Oo12'W (MOROCCO) 

3032 km 187 deg 157 days 

- 

Near Oban 

Casamance: 12°40'N 16O45'W (SENEGAL) 

4963 km 191 deg 118 days 

- 

Near Oban 

off Takoradi :  4O55'N 045'W (GHANA) 

5742 km 176 deg 102 days 

(caught  a f t e r  landing  on trawler) 

- 

A r c t i c  Tern S te rna  pa rad i saea  

XS62750 1 20.7.83 Dunstaffnage,  Oban: 56O28'N 5O25'W (Argyl l )  

X 9.10.84 Cape Town: 33'56's 18O25'E (SOUTH AFRICA) 

10300 km 167 deg 447 days 

The Arctic Tern under takes  a longe r  annual  mig ra t ion  t h a n  any o t h e r  
0 

b i r d  species. 

b u t  it spends t h e  no r the rn  win te r  among t h e  ice f l o e s  o f  A n t a r c t i c a  ( t o  74 S) 

(Salomonsen, 1967) .  

Its main breeding  range  is  i n  t h e  A r c t i c  r e g i o n  ( t o  83 NI 
0 

B i r d s  do n o t  u s u a l l y  r e t u r n  t o  the  n o r t h e r n  hemisphere 



TABLE 3. VARIATION IN NUMBERS OF CHICKS FOUND AT SIX 

TERN COLONIES IN ONE AREA OF ARGYLL (240 km2) 
(Dash denotes colony not checked) 

I 
I 
I 

SITE SPECIES 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 

A Mainly Arctic 0 146 61 42 37 

B Common 0 130 77 19 0 

C Mainly Common - 22 113 68 0 

D Mainly Arctic 0 101 49 40 19 

E Common - 70 1 0 0 

I 
F Common 0 0 0 35 118 

Total common 0 222 184 14 8 119 

Total Arctic 0 247 117 56 55 
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Fig. 1. Recoveries in 1984 of terns ringed as chicks in Argyll. 
1 

! 

I 

8 Four Common Terns ringed in 1984 

0 One Arctic Tern ringed in 1983 

See text for details. 
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u n t i l  t hey  are two y e a r s  o l d  but: t h e r e a f t e r  they  make t h i s  p rod ig ious  

journey every yea r .  

usua l  p a t t e r n  of spending its second yea r  i n  t h e  southern  hemisphere. 
I The above bird had t h e r e f o r e  probably fol lowed t h e  

I 
P u f f i n  F r a t e r c u l a  arctica 

EF75449 4 24.6.76 Lunga, Treshnish  Is: 56O29'N 6O25'W (Argyl l )  I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

x 2.7.84 Lunga, Treshnish  Is. 
0 km 2930 days  

(presumed k i l l e d  by Great Black-backed Gul l )  

Sand Mart in  Rfpa r i a  r i p a r i a  

B571378 33 13.7.82 North Connel: 56O28'N 5'23'W (Argyl l )  

V 11.7.83 Oost-Vlaanderen: 5l02IN 3O48'E (BELGIUM) 

853 km 135 deg 363 days 

Blackbi rd  Turdus merula 

XJ27232 6M 20.1.80 Barcaldine:  56'31" 5O19'W (Argyl l )  I 
I 

x 28.3.80 Alford:  57O15'N 2*48IW (Aberdeenshire) 

173 km 62 deg 68  days 

Willow Warbler Phyl loscopus t r o c h i l u s  

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

336915 4F 4.5.83 Formby: 53O34'N 3O5'W (Lancs.) 

V 12.5.84 Benderloch: 56O30IN 5O23'W (Argyl l )  

357 km 336 deg 374 days  

S t a r l i n g  S tu rnus  v u l g a r i s  

x527349 3M 20.12.80 Oban: 56O23'N 5O27'w (Argyl l )  

x 13.6.82 Cockermouth: 54O42IN 3O16IW (Cumbria) 

232 km 144 deg 540 days 
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Chaff inch  F r i n g i l l a  coelebs 

I3581847 2F 11.9.83 Ardentinny: 56O3'N 4O55'W ( A r g y l l )  

X 21.1.84 Inve rga r ry :  57O5'N 4O48'W (Highland) 

115 km 4 deg  132 days 

S i s k i n  C a r d u e l i s  sp inus  

A 8  11068 4F 23.6.80 Barca ld ine :  56O31'N 5O19'W ( A r g y l l )  

V 11.11.80 West-Vlaanderen: 51°10'N 2'58'E (BELGIUM) 

804 km 138 deg 1 4 1  days  

BO78637 6M 27.2.83 Go l sp ie :  57'58" 3O59'W (Highland)  

V 16.4.84 Barcaldine: 56O31'N 5O19'W ( A r g y l l )  

180 km 206 deg 414 days 
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A STUDY OF TAWNY OWLS I N  COMMERCIAL SPRUCE PORESTS I N  THE UPLANDS 

- Steve  P e t t y  

The Tawny O w l  is probably t h e  most abundant b i r d  of prey i n  t h e  United Kingdom and 
it is the  l a r g e s t o f  the  owls t h a t  breed r e g u l a r l y  i n  B r i t a i n .  It  has P r e V i O U S l Y  
been s t u d i e d  i n  lowland broadleaved woodland, mainly a t  Wytham Wood near  Oxford, by 
D r  H N Southern.  T h i s  is probably the  type  o f  habi ta t  i n  which Tawny O w l s  evolved,  
a l though today there are only fragments  l e f t  of these formerly ex tens ive  lowland 
f o r e s t s .  I n  t he  v a s t  c o n i f e r  f o r e s t s  ofNor thern  Europe, the  Tawny O w l  i s  replaced 
by the  much larger  Ural Owl. Tawny O w l  prey comprises mainly small mammals and i n  
r i c h  lowland woods the  bank vo le  and wood mouse provide the  bu lkof  i t s  d i e t  a l though 
o t h e r  s p e c i e s  such as moles ,  r a b b i t s ,  b i r d s  and i n v e r t e b r a t e s  are a l s o  taken.  
vo le s  and wood mice show l a r g e  annual  popula t ion  f l u c t u a t i o n s  and Tawny O w l s  
respond t o  these changes by vary ing  t h e i r  r ep roduc t ive  performance. I n  y e a r s  when 
small mammals are abundant a h igh  proporr ion  of Tawny O w l s  breed and S U C C e S S f U l l Y  
rear young. A t  t he  other extreme, after small mammal popula t ions  d e c l i n e ,  a large 
number of p a i r s  f a i l  t o  breed and the  few t h a t  do have small c l u t c h e s  and broods.  
I n  these lowland woods Tawny O w l s  are h ighly  sedentary  and defend small t e r r i t o r i e s .  
After f l e d g i n g ,  young owls have a long  per iod  i n  t h e  n a t a l  t e r r i to ry  when they 
are s t i l l  dependent on t h e i r  p a r e n t s  for food,  The usua l ly  become independent from 
August onwards a f t e r  which they have t o  f i n d  a vacant  t e r r i t o r y ,  caused by t h e  death 
of a previous  occupant ,  if they are t o  s u r v i v e  t h e i r  first win te r .  

The o b j e c t  of t h i s  p r o j e c t  was t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  how Tawny O w l s  have adapted t o  a new 
t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  man-made environment;  the  commercial spruce  f o r e s t s  t h a t  have 
been p l an ted  i n  t h e  uplands and now form t h e  largest s ing le  f o r e s t  t ype  i n  B r i t a i n .  
Reading some of t h e  more popular  b i r d  books one g a i n s  the  impression t h a t  Long-eared 
O w l s  are as common if n o t  more abundant t han  Tawny O w l s  i n  t h i s  habi ta t .  
w h i l e  Long-eared O w l s  sometimes occur  du r ing  the  early a f f o r e s t a t i o n  stage, provid ing  
n e s t  sites are a v a i l a b l e  i n  such  p l a c e s  as o l d  shelter b e l t s ,  they r a r e l y  pers i s t  
once t h e  f o r e s t  matures  and Tawny O w l s  become established. Tawny O w l s  spread i n t o  
these f o r e s t s  once t h e  canopy has c losed  and openings begin t o  occur  w i t h  t h e  f o r e s t  
from windblow, th inn ing  or clear f e l l i n g .  

Two s tudy  areas were chosen,  bo th  i n  mature  spruce  f o r e s t s  where second r o t a t i o n  
f e l l i n g s  have been underway s i n c e  1968; these were Glenbranter  F o r e s t  i n  A r g y l l  and 
Kielder F o r e s t  i n  Northumberland. The aim was to  l o c a t e  around 50 pairs of Tawny 
O w l s  i n  each s tudy  area and then  t o  monitor  t h e i r  annual  performance by provid ing  
two t o  three n e s t  boxes i n  each owl 's  t e r r i t o r y .  To date, n e s t  boxes have n o t  
i nc reased  Tawny O w l  d e n s i t y  bu t  they  have encouraged a high p ropor t ion  Of t h e  
r e s i d e n t  popula t ion  t o  switch from t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  8 i tes .  Tawny O w l s  u s e  a 
v a r i e t y  of n a t u r a l  s i tes  inc lud ing  c r a g s ,  s t i c k  n e s t s  of b i r d s  and s q u i r r e l s ,  
tree holes,  b u i l d i n g s  and they a l s o  r e g u l a r l y  n e s t  on the  ground i n  spruce  f o r e s t s .  
I n  t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s  they can be extremely d i f f i c u l t  t o  l o c a t e  whereas n e s t  boxes 
a l low c o n t e n t s  CO be e a s i l y  checked, young t o  be r inged  and a d u l t s  t o  be caught  t o  
ga in  data on m o r t a l i t y ,  r e c r u i t m e n t  and movements. Catching a d u l t s  i n  t h i s  way is 
p e r f e c t l y  safe ,  provid ing  it is res t r ic ted  t o  t h e  per iod  when ch icks  are i n  the  
n e s t .  Tawny O w l s  very e a s i l y  desert  du r ing  incuba t ion  whether they are caught  or 
j u s t  f l u shed  from the  n e s t .  

Bank 

However, 

The food taken by Tawny O w l s  is determined by ana lys ing  pe l l e t s  and r eco rd ing  prey 
items and remains found i n  n e s t  boxes. R e s u l t s  so far  show that  the f i e l d  v o l e  
is t h e i r  main prey and t h a t  wood mice and bank v o l e s ,  the i r  main d i e t  i n  t he  
lowlands,  r a r e l y  occur .  Small mammal t r a p p i n g  is being  used t o  determine annual  
changes i n  t he  r e l a t i v e  abundance of f i e l d  v o l e s  i n  each s tudy  area SO t ha t  t h i s  
can be compared t o  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i v e  performance of the  Tawny O w l S .  
s t u d i e s  i n  t he  uplands have shown t h a t  f i e l d  v o l e s  have c y c l i c  popu la t ions  w i t h  
pronounced peaks occur ing  a t  three t o  f i v e  y e a r  i n t e r v a l s .  

P rev ious  
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AND KIELDER I N  1984. 

Parameter 

Number of c l u t c h e s  

S t a r t  of incubat ion  (mean d a t e )  

Clutch s i z e  (mean t 1 S D )  

% of eggs l a i d  t h a t  f a i l ed  t o  
ha tch  

% of ch icks  hatched t h a t  f a i l e d  
t o  f l e d g e  

% of p a i r s  l a y i n g  which f l edged  
young 

Fledged brood s i z e  (mean t 1SD) 

Vole t r app ing  index 

G 1  enbr a n t e r  

2 1  

22nd March 

2.90 2 0.62 

14.8 

34.6 

76.2 

1.62 2 1.16  

4.18 

Kielder 

42 

1 5 t h  March 

3.4'1 2 0.93 

8.11 

2.9 

93.9 

3.07 - t 1.16 

18.99 

A vo le  t r app ing  index was c a l c u l a t e d  from nea r ly  1000 t r a p  n i g h t s  i n  each s tudy a r e a ;  
t h i s  showed t h a t  i n  1984 f i e l d  vo le s  were over  fou r  times more abundant i n  Kie lder  
t h a n  i n  Glenbranter  (Table  1). I n  a yea r  i n  which t h e  weather was about  as p e r f e c t  
as it  could be f o r  a noc turna l  r a p t o r ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  r ep roduc t ion  
between a r e a s  appear t o  be r e l a t e d  t o  vo le  abundance. Tawny O w l s  i n  Glenbranter ,  
l a i d  l a t e r ,  l a i d  sma l l e r  c l u t c h e s ,  l o s t  more eggs due t o  non-hatching and d e s e r t i o n s  
and l o s t  many more ch icks  due t o  s t a r v a t i o n .  These d i f f e r e n t i a l  l o s s e s  i n  each 
s tudy area accentua ted  t h e  i n i t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  c l u t c h  s i z e  t o  produce brood s i z e s  
t h a t  were about twice  as l a r g e  i n  Kie lder .  

P a s t  data on breeding  performance combined w i t h  informat ion  from t h e  1984 season 
on vo le  abundance sugges t s  t h a t  i n  the  Kielder s tudy a r e a , v o l e  numbers a r e  inc reas ing .  
Glenbranter  appears  t o  be at  t h e  oppos i t e  end of t h e  vo le  c y c l e  w i t h  a popula t ion  t h a t  
i s  decreas ing  and i f  t h i s  con t inues ,  1985 w i l l  be an even poorer y e a r .  T h i s  no te  
provides  a br ief  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  a f i e l d  s tudy  which w i l l  cont inue  f o r  a t  least  
another  two seasons .  

- Steve  P e t t y  
Oakenshaw 
A r d e n f i e l d  
ARDENTINNY 
Argyl l  



A PRELIMINARY LIST OP GREENLAND WHITE-PRONTED GOOSE ROOST SITES 1N A K ~ Y L L  

- D A Stroud 

In t roduc t ion  

Greenland White-fronted Geese (Anser a l b i f r o n s  f l a v i r o s t r i s )  have a long  aSSOCiatiOn 
wi th  peatland areas. T h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  f eed ing  and r o o s t i n g  habi ta t  seems t o  have 
been t h e  ex tens ive  pea t l ands  on t h e  west and nor thern  c o a s t s  of Sco t l and ,  Coas ta l  
west Wales and I r e l a n d .  However, i n  many areas of Scot land  and t o  a lesser extent: 
I re land,  h a b i t a t  l o s s  and rec lamat ion  of moorland areas t o  rough pas tu re  has  r e s u l t e d  
i n  p rogres s ive  movement on to  farmland t o  feed dur ing  t h e  day ,  w i t h  t h e  geese  
r e t u r n i n g  t o  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  r o o s t s  on remote bogs a t  n igh t .  

Thus, i n  Sco t l and ,  there seem t o  be few areas where t h i s  race of geese  still  feed 
ex tens ive ly  on bogs throughout  t h e  win te r  (a l though there are no tab le  except ions  
such as C l a i s h  and Kentra Mosses, and poss ib ly  some s i t e s  i n  Ca i thness ) ,  a l though 
the  r o o s t s  of nea r ly  a l l  farmland f eed ing  f l o c k s  are near  ex tens ive  pea t l and  a reas .  

These mires, and t h e  edges of t he  bog-pools where the  b i r d s  sleep, con ta in  a range 
of p l a n t s  known t o  be e a t e n  by t h e  geese, inc lud ing  White-beaked Sedge (Rhyncospora - a lba) ,  Cotton Grass (Eriphorum angus t i fo l ium) ,  Bulbous Rush (Juncus bulbosus)  , 
Bogbean (Menyanthes t r i f o l i a t a )  , White Water L i l y  (Nymphaea alba) and Deergrass  
(Tricophorum cespi tosum) . 
Development p r e s s u r e s  from commercial f o r e s t r y ,  domest ic  and commercial pea t -cu t t ing  
and dra inage  have lead t o  unprecedented and con t inu ing  l o s s e s  of peat-bogs throughout 
the  w i n t e r  range  of t h e  geese.  Many bogs are p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e n s i t i v e  t o  drainage, and 
l o c a l  pea t - cu t t i ng  or  arterial  dra inage  can have wider e f f e c t s  on t h e  hydrology Of 
a whole s i t e .  Rut t ledge  d, O g i l v i e  (1979) i n  t h e i r  review of the  s t a tus  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  
of Greenland White-fronted Geese i n  B r i t a i n  cons idered  the  l o s s  of t r a d i t i o n a l  peat- 
l and  h a b i t a t  t o  be t h e  p r i n c i p a l  cause of t h e  popula t ion  d e c l i n e  from an estimated 
17,500 - 23,000 b i r d s  i n  t h e  l a t e  1950's  t o  an  e s t ima ted  14,300 - 16,000 b i r d s  i n  t he  
1970 ' s .  Such h a b i t a t  l o s s  con t inues  unabated i n  I r e l a n d  (Reynolds 1984; Ryan 6 Cross 
1984) and it is now doub t fu l  i f  even a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n  of s i tes  can be 
adequately conserved be fo re  a l l  known examples are des t royed .  I n  B r i t a i n ,  development 
of peat as a r e s o u r c e  has been i n t e n s i v e l y  promoted, bu t  the  c u r r e n t  t a x  b e n e f i t s  
from commercial f o r e s t r y  has meant i n c r e a s i n g  p r e s s u r e  on a l l  types  of h i l l  ground. 
I n  many areas of Sco t l and ,  rap id  expansion of h i l l  f o r e s t r y  is i n e v i t a b l y  a f f e c t i n g  
t h e  s u r v i v a l  of many areas of high  conse rva t ion  i n t e r e s t .  

On Is lay,  permission was g iven  i n  1984 by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of S ta te  for Scot land  for 
S c o t t i s h  Malt Dist i l lers  L t d  t o  c u t  commercially peat from t h e  most impor tan t  
Greenland White-fronted Goose r o o s t  i n  B r i t a i n  c a l l e d  E i l ean  na  Muice Dubh. It; is 
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becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  apparent  t h a t  a l l  remaining r o o s t  s i t es  need u rgen t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  I 
so t h a t  s t a t u t o r y  p r o t e c t i o n  can be g iven  t o  t h e  most important .  

Argyl l  is t h e  s t rongho ld  of t h e  Greenland White-fronted Goose i n  B r i t a i n  hold ing  i n  
the  order of 80% of t h e  B r i t i s h  popula t ion  and probably h a l f  t h e  world popula t ion .  
The main win te r ing  areas are on I s lay ,  bu t  there are o t h e r  important  concen t r a t ions  
on C o l l , T i r e e ,  Lismore,  Machrihanish and a t  Rhunahoarine t o g e t h e r  with s c a t t e r e d  
f l o c k s  elsewhere (S t roud  1984). 

The aim of t h i s  paper is two-fold; f i r s t l y  t o  summarise p resen t  knowledge of Greenland 
White-front r o o s t s  i n  A r g y l l ,  and secondly t o  seek f u r t h e r  in format ion .  The au tho r  
would be indebted  t o  anyone f o r  informat ion  on numbers of geese  us ing  ( e i the r  Curren t ly  
or  a t  some time i n  the pas t )  r o o s t  s i t e s  mentioned here,  o r  of sites not  inc luded  i n  
t h e  l ist .  More de ta i led  informat ion  and s i t e  maps, f o r  some of t h e  r o o s t s  mentioned 
here,  are available on r e q u e s t .  It; is hoped t o  update  t h i s  l ist  a t  i n t e r v a l s .  
Criteria of ' n a t i o n a l '  and ' i n t e r n a t i o n a l '  importance relate t o  r e g u l a r  use  by 75 
and 150 geese  r e s p e c t i v e l y  (Scott:  1980), and 'SSSI refers  t o  Sites of Special 
S c i e n t i f i c  I n t e r e s t .  
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ISLAY 

1. 

2 .  

3. 

4 .  

5 .  

6 .  

7 .  

8.  

9 .  

10.  

11. 

1 2 .  

1 3  * 

1 4 .  

Loch and  a d j a c e n t  bog a t  Claddich ( N R  166538).  NATIONAL IMPORTANCE. L i t t l e  
i n fo rma t ion ,  bu t  probably used by up  t o  100 b i r d s  i n  t h e  Claddich and Wester 
E l l i s t e r  f l o c k s .  

Bog a r e a  between Ballimony and Gleannogoaidh ( N R  2054) [ 'Valley of the geese']. 
Much of t h e  a r e a  has been r e c e n t l y  deep-ploughed f o r  f o r e s t r y ,  b u t  t h e  name Of 
t h e  nearby Cnoc nan Geoidh [ ' H i l l  of t he  geese'] i n d i c a t e s  t h e  area may be a 
t r a d i t i o n a l  r o o s t .  Used s i n c e  a t  l ea s t  1974/75. Up t o  100 b i r d s ? ?  N O  r e c e n t  
in format ion .  

Loch a'Bhogaidh ( N R  225575). INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE. An area of poor-fen 
and reedswamp of SSSI q u a l i t y  b o t a n i c a l l y ,  used by up t o  200+ ( ? )  b i r d s  from 
t h e  P o r t  C h a r l o t t e  a r e a .  

Loch Treunaidh ( N R  256636).  Small lochan  and  f r i n g i n g  fen/schwingmoor of SSSI 
q u a l i t y .  No informat ion  on numbers, bu tmaybe50+,  poss ib ly  i r r e g u l a r l y .  

Loch Gorm, NE corner  (NR2366). INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE. Nor thern  bank and 
pen insu la  of Rubha Mor i r r e g u l a r l y  used by b i r d s  f eed ing  t o  t he  South Of 
Loch Gorm. The loch  is used i n  e a r l y  Autumn and l a t e  S p r i n g  as a midday r o o s t  
by up t o  800+ b i r d s  from Kilchoman, Rockside and Sunderland.  I n  very seve re  
weather ,  t h e  a r e a  seems t o  be used as a n  a l t e r n a t e  t o  t h e  Feur  Lochain r o o s t s .  

Loch Corr ( N R  2269).  NATIONAL IMPORTANCE. Used ( a s  p a r t  of the  Feur Lochain 
complex below) by probably 100-150 b i r d s .  The SSSI q u a l i t y  f e n  and bog areas 
a t  t h e  SW end are e s p e c i a l l y  impor t an t .  

Glac na Cr iche  ( N R  226709).  NATIONAL IMPORTANCE. An ocean ic  mire b o t a n i c a l l y  
desc r ibed  by Lindsay,  R i g g a l l  & B i g n a l  (1983) .  Used by up t o  150 b i r d s  as 
par t  of t h e  Feur Lochain complex. Recent ly  n o t i f i e d  as SSSI. 

Feur Lochain ( N R  2469, 2569) ,  i n c l u d i n g  Loch an F h i r  Mhor ( N R  264693).  UP t o  
300+ b i r d s  r e g u l a r l y  f l y  i n t o  t h e  west s ide of Feur Lochain,  and probably i n  
excess  of 550 b i r d s  r e g u l a r l y  use  t h e  whole area. Roost usage was s t u d i e d  i n  
1981/82 and i t  was found t h a t  usage of pools  on t h e  bog v a r i e s  bo th  wi th in  and 
between t h e  years. Recent ly  n o t i f i e d  as an SSSI. A f t e r  E i l e a n  na  Muice Dubh, 
i t  i s  probably t h e  most impor tan t  r o o s t  area i n  B r i t a i n .  

Moine nam Faoi leann  ( N R  2568) .  

Lag Dearg ( N R  2570) .  

These t h r e e  s i tes ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  Glac na  Cr iche  and Loch Cor r ,  are of ou t s t and ing  
INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE. 

Lochs Laingeodai l  and Loch La ingeoda i l  Beag ( N R  2671) .  No in fo rma t ion ,  bu t  
t h e s e  l o c h s  are probably r o o s t s .  

Loch a n  Raoin ( N R  2764 & N R  2864) .  Thought t o  be a r o o s t  f o r  b i r d s  i n  t h e  
Uisgeantsu idhe /Gruinar t  a r e a ,  bu t  few good counts  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  Probably 
used by i n  excess  of 100 geese .  T h i s  area is a b o t a n i c a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  bog 
and  would r e p a y  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Loch a '  Gheoidh ( N R  257658) [ 'Loch of t h e  geese ' ] .  Despi te  i t s  name, t h i s  small 
loch  seems an u n l i k e l y  r o o s t  s i t e  and t h e r e  has been l i t t l e  evidence of r e c e n t  
u se .  Condi t ions  may well have been d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h e  p a s t  however. 

Bog t o  t h e  sou thwes t  of Loch Sibhinn  ( N R  322650). INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE. 
Used by b i r d s  i n  the  Bridgend/Eorrabus area. T h i s  a r e a  was e v i d e n t l y  heav i ly  
s h o t  over  i n  t h e  past .  Used by up t o  300 b i r d s .  Conta ins  Eriophorum 
angus t i fo l ium dominated pools  i n  o l d  f looded  p e a t - c u t t i n g s .  
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COLL 

1. 

- 

Bogs and poo l s  near  Loch Leathan ( N R  3446801, Loch Leoig (NR 349692) and I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

Abhainn Chlas  ( N R  339687). 
Many pools  were covered wi th  droppings du r ing  t h e  January 1985 f r e e z e .  
counts ,  bu t  t h i s  gene ra l  area could well t u r n  o u t  t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t l y  important .  
Roosting b i r d s  probably come from Scarrabus/Balole  areas. 

Loch Finlaggan ( N R  3867). 
u s ing  t h e  s i t e  from a catchment area inc lud ing  Ba lo le ,  Jhisker ,  B a l l i m a r t i n  
and Kilmeny. 

Loch Fada and Loch Leathann ( N R  4063). 
Glen and Knocklearach. No counts .  

Loch Nigheadaireachd ( N R  282558). 

Eilean na  Muice Dubh (NR3225). 
w i t h  r e g u l a r  counts  of over  600 b i r d s .  
g iven  for commercial pea t - cu t t i ng  over  much of its s u r f a c e .  
Used as a r o o s t  by b i r d s  f eed ing  on Laggan, T a l l a n t  and e s p e c i a l l y  the  Glen area. 

Leorin Lochs ( N R  3748). Reputed t o  be a r o o s t  for b i r d s  i n  the  Cornabus/Leorin 1 
area bu t  there was no evidence of use  i n  1981/82 and t h e  l o c h s  appear  g e n e r a l l y  
unsu i t ab le .  

Bog area West of Cragabus (NR 316445). 
major r o o s t  of probable  INTERNATIONAL importance.  
b u t  few good counts  (up  t o  200 ???) .  

Loch Kinnabus ( N R  2942 & N R  3042). INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE. Roost for b i r d s  
f eed ing  i n  t he  C i o l ,  Kinnabus and Ki l l eyan  areas w i t h  300t  b i r d s  us ing  t h e  
l o c h  and a d j a c e n t  f i e lds .  

Seve ra l  bog areas w i t h  a c t i v e  Sphagnum su r faces .  
No 

INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE. Counts of up t o  400 b i r d s  

Reportedly a s i t e  used by b i r d s  from 1 
Poss ib ly  a r o o s t  bu t  no informat ion  a v a i l a b l e .  

INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE. A very important  S i t e  
Planning permission has r e c e n t l y  been 

NATIONAL IMPORTANCE. Undoubtedly a 
Used by Cornabus/Leorin b i rds  

I 
T Z  

Loch a '  Chapui l l  ( N M  028458) and Loch Caol (NM 030454). INTERNATIONAL I M P O R T A N C E 1  
A r o o s t  for b i r d s  f eed ing  on the  Reef and near  the  a i r p o r t .  
used t h e  l o c h s  i n  A p r i l  1984, but  probably 200 - 300 r e g u l a r l y  use  the  area. 
O t h e r  l o c h s  i n  t h e  upland block t o  t h e  East of t h e  Reef are probably used a t  
n i g h t  a l s o  w i t h  maybe 400t b i r d s  i n  t h e  whole area. 
c o n t r o l l e d  shoo t ing  a t  some of these l o c h s .  

A t  least 70 b i r d s  

I 
I 

There used t o  be c a r e f u l l y  

Loch a '  P h u i l l  (NL 954424). Probably a r o o s t  for t h e  small f l o c k  of c50 b i r d s  
t h a t  r e g u l a r l y  feed on t h e  no r the rn  side of t h e  loch .  

Locha' C h l a i r  (NL 984445). T h i s  area is used i f  b i r d s  are d i s t u r b e d  from t h e  I 
I 
I 

Reef and may a l s o  be a r o o s t  for up t o  100 b i r d s .  
(NL 9843) may a l s o  be used. 

Loch Bhasapoll (NL 968472). 

Loch Riaghain ( N M  0347).  
t h e  no r the rn  bank which g rades  i n t o  an i n t e r e s t i n g  bog area used for f eed ing .  
The nearby Loch na  Gile (NM 026481) would a l s o  repay f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

The nearby Loch an E i l e i n  

Probably a r o o s t  for up t o  60 b i r d s ) .  

Probably a r o o s t  for up t o  90 b i r d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on 

I 
I 

Loch Boidheach ( N M  202578). 
and Acha areas. 

Probably a r o o s t  for b i r d s  f eed ing  i n  t he  Ki lb r ide  

I 
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2. Loch nan Cinneachan ( N M  1856) and Loch Anlaimh ( N M  1855) .  NATIONAL IMPORTANCE. 
Probably a r o o s t  f o r  b i r d s  f eed ing  i n  t h e  Lonban/Ballard area. 
b i r d s .  

Up t o  100 ( ? )  

3. Druim F i sha ig  ( N M  2360).  INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE. Roost of up t o  200 b i r d s  
f eed ing  t h e  Acha/Arnabost/Cliad/Arinagour areas. T h i s  area of upland lochans  
i s  b o t a n i c a l l y  important  and worthy of SSSI des igna t ion  on s e v e r a l  c r i t e r i a .  

GUNNA 

Poss ib ly  a r o o s t  f o r  b i r d s  f eed ing  i n  t h e  Caoles area of SW Col l .  There is no 
information on i t s  use  by Greenland White-fronts  a l though Atkinson-Willes (1963) 
impl ies  i t  i s  used as a ‘ r e fuge  f o r  g e e s e ‘ .  

MULL 

1. Loch Assapol ( N M  401203). A small f l o c k  of up t o  46 feed near  t h e  loch  and 

- 

have been seen  r o o s t i n g  on both  t h e  southern  and western s h o r e s .  

2 .  Loch P o i t  Na H - I  ( N M  3122) .  A f l o c k  of up t o  90 f eed  on farmland at  Fidden 
and r o o s t  on t h e  west shore  of t h e  loch .  

LISMORE & ERISKA 

Up t o  150 b i r d s  r e g u l a r l y  win te r  on E r i s k a  ( N M  9043) and Lismore I s l a n d  ( N M  8 4 ) .  
Recent obse rva t ions  sugges t  r e g u l a r  movements between si tes and w i t h i n  Lismore, bu t  
as y e t  t h e r e  is no d e f i n i t e  in format ion  on t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  r o o s t  used by these 
f l o c k s .  Bernera I s l a n d  ( N M  7939) h a s  been suggested as s u i t a b l e  and indeed droppings 
have been found here. The nearby Moss of Achnacree ( N M  9135) looks  l i k e  a c l a s s i c  
Greenland White-front bog, and would be worth i n v e s t i g a t i n g  as a p o s s i b l e  r o o s t  area. 

MOINE MHOR 

T h i s  raised bog ( N R  8293)ho lds  a small f l o c k  of up t o  60 b i r d s .  Although most 
s i g h t i n g s  o f t h e  f l o c k a r e  on nearby farmland at Drimvore, t h e  f l o c k  ev iden t ly  S t i l l  
f e e d s  and r o o s t s  on t h e  ad jacen t  bog. Most of t he  bog is now SSSI and much has 
been purchased as a N N R .  

DANNA 

1. Ulva Islands/An Grianan ( N R  7182) .  NATIONAL IMPORTANCE. Up t o  100 b i r d s  
r o o s t  on t h e  s a l t i n g s ,  i s l a n d s  and i n t e r - t i d a l  a r e a s  i n  and nea r  Ulva Lagoon 
t o  t h e  North of Danna. T h i s  seems t o  be t h e  m a i n  r o o s t  f o r  t h e  Danna f l o c k .  

2. Rubha Bhreatanich ( N R  710804).  NATIONAL IMPORTANCE. T h i s  seems t o  be an  
a l t e r n a t e  r o o s t  t o  Ulva Lagoon and i s  similar i n  h a b i t a t .  

3.  Danna shore  ( N R  6877) .  The  f l o c k  w i l l  o f t e n  r o o s t  a long  t h e  shore  i f  undis turbed  
and may use  some of the  o f f s h o r e  McCormaig i s l a n d s  and o t h e r  i s le t s  i f  d i s t u r b e d  
from any of t h e  o t h e r  roosts. There a r e  no good counts  of b i r d s  us ing  t h e s e  



i s l a n d s ,  nor  is t h e r e  information t o  show whether t h i s  u se  is j u s t  a response  
t o  d i s tu rbance  or a r e g u l a r  phenomenon. 
complex ! 

Roost movements of t h i s  f l o c k  seem 

COLONSAY 

Loch an Sguid ( N R  383947). The small f l o c k  of c60 geese  which f eed  near  Loch Fada 
roos t ed  on t h i s  Loch and ad jacen t  bog ( w i t h  open water) dur ing  March 1983, bu t  the 
s i te  appeared unused i n  November of t h a t  year. During November Dubh Loch ( N R  372946), 
Fionn l o c h  ( N R  366945), Loch S h o l t a i r e  ( N R  387972) and Turra inan  Loch ( N R  392953) Were 
a i l  checked bu t  no geese or s i g n s  of use  were found. There may t h e r e f o r e  thus  be 
undiscovered r o o s t s  on the  i s l a n d .  

JURA 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Loch a 'Chnuic B h r i c  ( N R  445732). A small f l o c k  of up t o  70 b i r d s  f eed  on 
f ie lds  near  t h i s  l o c h  and may r o o s t  on t h e  l o c h  a l s o .  
well, and they may f l y  t o  r o o s t  i n  nearby h i l l  ground. However, a s u i t a b l e  
a r e a  i n  Gleann Astaile ( N R  490715) south-eas t  from the  loch  conta ined  no 
droppings o r  o t h e r  s i g n s  of use  i n  A p r i l  1983. 

Loch nam Breac ( N R  562762). The south-west co rne r  of the  l o c h  was used as 
a r o o s t  du r ing  1981/82, and evidence of bog f eed ing  was found nearby a t  Leac 
Fhola  ( N R  564769). 
Bay, and l o c a l s  r e p o r t  r e g u l a r  r o o s t  f l i g h t s  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  loch .  
However, no evidence of the  use  of t h i s  l o c h  was found i n  A p r i l  1983. 

The f l o c k  is n o t  known 

T h i s  is probably the  r o o s t  f o r  b i r d s  f eed ing  a t  Lowlandmans 

Loch a '  Mhuilinn area ( N R  606843). 
evidence of use  by White-fronts  i n  February 1983 and a f l o c k  of c30 f lushed  
from the  area i n  December 1984. 
f eed ing  s i t e  for  the  Lowlandmans Bay f l o c k .  B o t a n i c a l l y ,  t h e  s i t e  is of h igh  
SSSI q u a l i t y  and should be g iven  h igh  p r i o r i t y  as an  impor tan t  s i t e  f o r  
conserva t ion .  

T h i s  h ighly  p a t t e r n e d ' o c e a n i c  mire showed 

The bog may well be an a l t e r n a t i v e  r o o s t  o r  

KINTYRE 

1. Loch nan Gad ( N R  7857).  T h i s  small l o c h  nea r  Clachan I s  an SSSI on b o t a n i c a l  
grounds.  Small  groups of up t o  50 White-fronts  have been seen  f eed ing  nearby,  
and remains of sedges  a t  t he  l o c h  i n d i c a t e  it is used as a f eed ing  s i te  and 
probably a r o o s t  s i t e  a l s o .  

2. Loch Garasdale ( N R  7651) .  INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE. T h i s  l o c h  is t he  main 
roost f o r  b i r d s  f eed ing  a t  Tayinloan/Rhunahaorine,  and is used by i n  excess  of 
400 b i r d s  r e g u l a r l y .  Much of t he  sou the rn ,  western and e a s t e r n  margins of the  
l o c h  have been a f f o r e s t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  20 y e a r s .  
sugges t  t h e  geese  were r o o s t i n g  on the  no r the rn  bank of t h e  loch .  

Observa t ions  i n  March 1984 

3. Loch Lussa ( N R  7029).  INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE. 

4 .  Tangy Loch ( N r  6928) .  INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE. SSSI . 
These two sites comprise t h e  main r o o s t  fo r  Greenland White-front  f l o c k s  f eed ing  t o  
t he  s o u t h  of Machrihanish.  I n  l a t e  March 1984, c600 b i r d s  were counted i n ,  mainly 

I 
I 
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o n t o  Tangy Loch. Rut t ledge  6, O g i l v i e  (1979) said the  l o c h s  were s h o t  over  s p o r a d i c a l l y  
bu t  n o t  heav i ly  and d i s t u r b a n c e  tended t o  s h i f t  b i r d s  from Tangy Loch t o  Loch Lussa  
temporar i ly .  I 
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I n  l a t e  March 1984, I Hopkins and J Rhead undertook a survey of Greenland White-fronts  
i n  Kin tyre ,  concen t r a t ing  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on r o o s t  s i tes.  
s i tes  and found no evidence of use  as r o o s t s  (droppings or v e g e t a t i o n  remains)  : 
Loch a '  Ghatha ( N R  7751);  Loch Ciaran ( N R  7754) - al though b i r d s  found during t h e  
day; Loch Romain ( N R  8253) ;  Loch nan Eun ( N R  8052) ;  Loch nan Geadh (NR 816530) [ 'Loch 
of t h e  Geese'] .  A Fo res t ry  Ranger r e p o r t e d  t h a t  geese roos t ed  on Aucha Lochy ( N R  7222) 
and Loch Arn ic l e  ( N R  7135).  These are probably White-fronts ,  bu t  t h e  spec ie s  us ing  
these s i t e s  r e q u i r e s  conf i rmat ion .  

They checked t h e  fol lowing 

DISCUSSION 

Habitat and o t h e r  d e t a i l s  of confirmed r o o s t s  are c h a r a c t e r i s e d  i n  Table  1. Greenland 
White-fronts show a s t r o n g  p re fe rence  f o r  freshwater l o c h s  w i t h  a d j a c e n t  pea t l and ,  
Usually at  a low ( < 2 5 0 ' )  a l t i t u d e .  Such a r o o s t  s i t e  would provide  two main r equ i r e -  
ments: easy escape onto  water  i n  t h e  event  of d i s tu rbance  dur ing  t h e  n i g h t  and access  
t o  bog p l a n t s  f o r  night- t ime supplementary f eed ing .  Such a review of habi ta t  
s e l e c t i o n  is crude but  i t  does confirm t h e  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  of t h i s  goose w i t h  peat-  
l ands .  Over 78% of r o o s t  s i t es  were on or near  l a r g e  a r e a s  of bog or f e n  vege ta t ion .  

Table  1: Hab i t a t  de ta i l s  of confirmed Greenland White-front r o o s t s  i n  Argyl l .  

ALTITUDE HABITAT TYPE 
( f e e t )  Pool complex Freshwater  Freshwater  I n t e r t i d a l  

i n  b l anke t /  l o c h  wi th  l o c h  w i t h  no Sal tmarsh 
pa t t e rned  or ad j acen t  ad j acen t or sea 
raised bog pea t l ands .  pea t l ands  loch  

0 - 50 

51 - 100 
101 - 150 

201 - 250 

151 - 200 

251 - 300 

301 - 350 
351 - 400 

401 - 450 

451 - 500 

501 - 550 
551 - 600 

601 - 650 

3 

1 

TOTAL 1 2  2 1  6 3 

Tota l  

11 

3 
6 
8 

5 
2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

42 

The  r o o s t  s e c t i o n  of Kin tyre  is complex. Rut t ledge  & Ogi lv i e  (1979)  d i s c u s s  t he  r o o s t s  
of Rhunahaorine f eed ing  b i r d s  t hus :  

"The White-fronts  use a t  least  f o u r  r o o s t s ,  o f t e n  s p l i t t i n g  up a t  evening f l i g h t  time 
and d e p a r t i n g i n  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s .  Up t o  100 use  Loch Garasdale, i n  t h e  h i l l s  
about  6-8km e a s t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  neighbouring lochs .  A few sometimes f l y  as f a r  as 
Tangy Loch, about  25km south  and t h e  p r i n c i p a l  r o o s t  of t h e  Machrihanish f l o c k .  I t  
is not  known whether b i r d s  do t h i s  on a r e g u l a r  basis or only when changing t h e i r  
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f eed ing  grounds. A t  times, e s p e c i a l l y  under the  moon, t he  geese  w i l l  r o o s t  on very 
shal low pools  on t h e  moss ad jacen t  t o  t h e i r  f eed ing  f i e l d s ,  w h i l e  i nca lm weather they 
may r o o s t  on t h e  g r a s s  f i e l d s  or  on the  r e l a t i v e l y  s h e l t e r e d  sea c l o s e  by." 

Most o f  Kintyre  is now a f f o r e s t e d ,  and a l r eady  geese  have probably had t o  change 
r o o s t s  i n  some a r e a s  due t o  t h i s .  Fu r the r  survey work i n  t h i s  a r e a  is urgen t ly  needed. 

Resu l t s  o f t h i s  pre l iminary  survey of Greenland White-fronted Goose r o o s t  s i t e s  i n  
Argyl l  show t h a t  s e v e r a l  areas are of I n t e r n a t i o n a l  importance and many more Of 
Nat iona l  importance.  
and a f f o r e s t a t i o n  is making the  f u t u r e  of t h i s  s p e c i e s  w i t h i n  Argy l l  unce r t a in .  
Fu r the r  surveys of r o o s t  areas are u rgen t ly  r equ i r ed  i f  l o s s  of important  s i t e s  is 
t o  be avoided. 

Continued l o s s  of pea t land  h a b i t a t  due t o  d ra inage ,  pea t - cu t t i ng  

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

It must be stressed t h a t  t h i s  l ist  of r o o s t  s i t e s  of a pre l iminary  n a t u r e  and many 
s i tes  remain t o  be found throughout  Argyl l .  
watching back feed ing  f l o c k s  a t  dusk or  by sys t ema t i c  s ea rch ing  i n  s u i t a b l e  habi ta t .  
The banks of r o o s t  pools  o r  lochans  o f t e n  have many l a r g e  p i l e s  of droppings where 
b i r d s  have s l e p t .  
White-fronts feed on Cotton-grass  by uproot ing  p l a n t s  and e a t i n g  r o o t s  and base Of 
the  stem. 
f l o a t i n g  a t  t h e  edges of pools  where t h e  geese  have fed a t  n igh t .  

I would be p a r t i c u l a r l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  any a d d i t i o n s  o r  c o r r e c t i o n s  t o  t h i s  l ist  and 
can supply r eco rd ing  forms t o  anyone i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  monitor  a r o o s t  s i t e .  It is 
hoped t o  pub l i sh  a more detai led a n a l y s i s  of r o o s t  use  by Greenland White-fronts  a t  a 
la te r  date. 

Roosts can be d iscovered  e i ther  by 

Extens ive  remains of feeding  can o f t e n  be found. Greenland 

The l e a f y  shoot  is t hen  d i sca rded  and can be found ( o f t e n  i n  large numbers) 
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During 1985 the  B r i t i s h  T r u s t  f o r  Orni thology is c a r r y i n g  o u t  a survey of a l l  
known Heronries  I n  B r i t a i n .  
unknown or uncounted n e s t i n g  sites. 

The number of Herons seen  appears t o  vary g r e a t l y  over  even a s h o r t  number of 
years hence it is impor tan t  t h a t  r e g u l a r  checks a r e  made t o  quick ly  i d e n t i f y  
major changes i n  t h e  l e v e l  of popula t ion .  

The survey w i l l  a l s o  h e l p  document prev ious ly  

T h i s  f l u c t u a t i o n  i n  numbers is thought  t o  re late  t o  the  s e v e r i t y  of weather 
cond i t ions  over  t h e  Winter per iod .  Herons a t t empt ing  t o  feed on small in l and  
pools  or even on sea l o c h  h a b i t a t s  are affected by prolonged pe r iods  of f r o s t .  

While f eed ing  i n  f resh  water areas Herons w i l l  take small f i s h ,  t o a d s ,  f r o g s  
and v a r i o u s  i n v e r t e b r a t e  species. 
be taken  on occas ion .  B i r d s  feeding  on i n t e r t i d a l  areas may take Gobies,  But te r -  
f i s h ,  o t h e r  small f i s h  and i n v e r t e b r a t e s .  One can f r e q u e n t l y  see Herons f eed ing  
a long  the  s h o r e l i n e s  of sea l o c h s  i n  Argyl l .  Indeed,  i t  p resen t ly  seems t o  be a 
very common b i r d  i n  the  area. 

Information on the  s t a t u s  of t he  Heron w i t h i n  Argy l l  over  the  past Century i s  
rather s c a n t .  However, a few i n t e r e s t i n g  de t a i l s  have been documented; Hugh 
Boyd-Watts l ist  of S c o t t i s h  Heronr ies  1908-14 shows Argy l l  and ' t h e  I n n e r  Hebrides 
having 30 Heronries .  T h i s  f i g u r e  does ,  however, only i n d i c a t e  Heronr ies  having more 
than 4 n e s t s .  The fo l lowing  f i g u r e s  f o r  Mid and South Argy l l  were a l s o  g iven  i n  the  
1908-14 list.  

Small mammals such as rats and mice may a l s o  

L o s s e t t  House, Machrihanish 1 - 2 n e s t s  

E l l e r y ,  Ardr i sha ig  4 - 5 n e s t s  

K i l l e l l a n ,  Campbeltown 3 n e s t s  

O t h e r  Heronr ies  a t  Largie Castle, Loch Sween, Inveraray  and Saddel  were a l s o  
mentioned but  de ta i l s  of numbers were n o t  given.  I n c i d e n t l y ,  the  largest known 
Heronry i n  Scot land  around the  t u r n  of t h i s  Century was a t  Dunvegan, Skye which 
conta ined  around 200 n e s t s .  Prev ious  surveys  i n  1888 a t  t h i s  s i t e  found only 
30 to  40 n e s t s .  
Heronr ies  publ i shed  i n  1958 and t h e  B.T.O.'s "Breeding Birds  of Great B r i t a i n  
and I r e l a n d " ,  publ i shed  i n  t he  mid 1970'8,  bo th  mention a l l  t he  Heronr ies  documented 
above. 
of time. 

I t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  no te  t h a t  E l i zabe th  Garden 's  l ist  of 

Heronr ies  appear t h e r e f o r e  t o  be used c o n s i s t e n t l y  over  very long  pe r iods  

Resu l t s  of t h e  1985 survey ob ta ined  so far  i n d i c a t e  tha t  even w i t h  the  many 
volunteers involved ,  some s i t e s  i n  Argy l l  may be missed, p a r t i c u l a r l y  those  which 
may be s i t u a t e d  i n  h e a v i l y  wooded areas. It  would, t h e r e f o r e ,  be extremely u s e f u l  
t o  r e c r u i t  more vo lun tee r s .  Anyone having informat ion  on Heronr ies ,  e i t he r  r e c e n t  
or h i s t o r i c ,  could  a l s o  h e l p  by forwarding t h i s  t o  me. 

Hopefully by the  end of t h e  survey we w i l l  have a much be t te r  p i c t u r e  of t he  
numbers and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of Heronr ies  w i t h i n  Argyl l .  

References : Boyd-Watt H ,  1914 : "A L i s t  of S c o t t i s h  Heronr ies"  
Anna l so f  Scot t ish Na tu ra l  H i s to ry  1914. 

B i r d  Study 1958, No 5 ( 2 )  
Garden E,  1958 : " S c o t t i s h  Heronries"  

- Dave Evamy 
B.T.O. Represen ta t ive  for  South Argy l l  
Tarbert 
Argyll 
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SOME BIRDS OF THE OBAN AREA I 
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- Dr A R Jennings 

T h i s  s h o r t  a r t i c l e  is w r i t t e n  t o  t e l l  the v i s i t o r  t o  t h e  Oban d i s t r i c t  something 
about t h e  b i r d s  of Lorne. I t  is not  a comprehensive ca ta logue  of s p e c i e s  p r e s e n t ;  
f o r  such d e t a i l  t h e  sys t ema t i c  l i s t  i n  t h i s  Report should be c o n s u l t e d .  I t  does ,  
however, g ive  some i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  s t a t u s  of some of t h e  more common spec ie s  and 
bf t h e  a r e a  where they are most l i k e l y  t o  be seen .  Included a l s o  i s  some information 
on some of the  less common s p e c i e s  which the  keen b i r d  watcher may hope t o  s e e .  A 
good map of t h e  area,  a p a i r  of b i n o c u l a r s  and one of t he  s e v e r a l  good f i e l d  guides  
t o  b i r d  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  ensu re  an en joyable  and i n s t r u c t i v e  hol iday  f o r  those  
prepared t o  make a l i t t l e  e f f o r t .  

Oban i s  a c e n t r a l  po in t  i n  an area r i c h  i n  b i r d l i f e .  Landward t h e  bay is r inged.  
by low wel l  wooded h i l l s ;  seaward l i e  t h e  F i r t h  of Lorne,  t he  Sound of Mull and 
Loch Linnhe. Deep sea l o c h s  s p l i t  t h e  c o a s t l i n e  and p e n e t r a t e  i n l and  t o  g i v e  t h e  
peninsulas  of Benderloch and Appin. Seve ra l  Fo res t ry  Commission woods l i e  i n  t h e  
area. There a r e  f r e s h  water  l o c h s  i n  t h e  h i l l s ,  f a s t  f lowing streams, rough p a s t u r e s ,  
improved g raz ings  and mixed woodlands, a l l  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a r i c h  d i v e r s i t y  of habitat  
which i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  i t s  av i fauna .  

For t h e  c a s u a l  birdwatcher  o r  t h e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  s e a  watcher t h e  sea l a n e s  from Oban 
provide ample  scope. There a r e  r e g u l a r  s a i l i n g s  t o  Mull ,  Colonsay, C o l l ,  Tiree,  
Lismore and beyond t o  t h e  Outer  I s l e s .  Even a s h o r t  s e a  t r i p  on any of t h e  r e g u l a r  
fe r r ies  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a good l i s t  of seabirds. Throughout the y e a r  Herr ing Gulls, 
Black-headed Gu l l s  and Great  Black-backed Gu l l s  a r e  always p r e s e n t  i n  numbers. 
Another r e g u l a r  i s  the  Common G u l l ;  up t o  500 a t  a time have been seen o f f  Lismore. 
A common and.numerous Summer v i s i t o r  i s  t h e  Lesser  Black-backed G u l l ,  p re sen t  between 
March and October.  F a i r l y  r e g u l a r  Winter v i s i t o r s  a r e  Glaucous ,and  I ce l and  Gul l s .  
Rare and vagrant  g u l l s  which may occur  i n  t h e  sea l a n e s i n c l u d e  Ring b i l l e d  Gu l l ,  
L i t t l e  Gull  and Sab ine ’ s  Gull .  Sea  t r i p s  a t  s u i t a b l e  times of the year  should 
produce A r c t i c  and Great  Skua and ,  much less f r e q u e n t l y ,  Pomarine. Spec tacular  
d iv ing  d i s p l a y s  by Gannets a r e  commonplace and t h e  g r a c e f u l  sweeping g l i d e s  of 
Fulmar a r e  t o  be seen  on every t r i p .  K i t t i w a k e s  are o f t e n  around f i s h i n g  boa t s  
and eas i ly  recognised  by t h e i r  b lack  wing t i p s  and d ipp ing ,  l i g h t  f l i g h t .  Great 
Northern d i v e r s  w in te r  of f  t h e  c o a s t s  and  may be c l o s e  i n s h o r e  i n  bad weather.  The 
numbers of t h e s e  b i r d s  may be a s u r p r i s e  t o  t h e  c a s u a l  v i s i t o r .  
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Shags are very common around the  c o a s t s ;  much less common is the  Cormorant. Sea 
duck inc lude  t h e  ub iqu i tous  Eider,  the  most common breeding and win te r ing  species. 
An uncommon win te r  v i s i t o r  is t h e  Long ta i led  Duck and a much s c a r c e r  one is  t he  
Velvet  S c o t e r ;  more f r e q u e n t l y  seen  is the  Common S c o t e r .  

I n  t he  Summer months Common and Arctic Te rns  breed  on many of t h e  small i s le t s .  
Much less common is the  L i t t l e  Tern mainly confined as a breeding s p e c i e s  t o  Islay, 
Col1 and Tiree. R a z o r b i l l s  and Guil lemots  breed on s u i t a b l e  c l i f f s  and large 
'rafts '  may sometimes be seen  from t h e  deck of t h e  i n t e r i s l a n d  ferr ies .  P u f f i n s  are 
not  common except  i n l and  near  t h e  main c o l o n i e s ,  
t h e  best  Places t o  see these a t t r a c t i v e  l i t t l e  b i rds .  
spread and p resen t  throughout t h e  yea r .  
Bay from one or o t h e r  of t h e  piers .  

t h e  Treshn i sh  Is les  being One of 
Black Guil lemots  are wide- 

or  three can be seen  i n  Oban Usual ly  two 

Storm Petrels breed on some of the  small o f f shore  i s l a n d s  of f  Mull and elsewhere. 
Leach's Petrel  may be seen  off the  c o a s t  e s p e c i a l l y  a f te r  gales. Manx Shearwaters 
can u s u a l l y  be seen  on fe r ry  t r i p s  t o  t h e  i s l a n d s  and sometimes rafts of s e v e r a l  
hundred b i r d s  may be seen  f l o a t i n g  on t h e  sea. 
i n  t h e  la te  Summer between t h e  I n n e r  and Outer  Hebrides. 

Sooty Shearwaters are f a i r l y  r e g u l a r  

The l o n g s e a  lochs  of Ef ive  and Creran con ta in  a wealth of b i r d l i f e .  
Red-breasted Merganser are common breeding  s p e c i e s ,  as is t h e  Mallard. Teal, 
another  r e s i d e n t  b reede r ,  is i nc reased  i n  Winter by an  i n f l u x  of Teal from elsewhere. 
Wigeon come i n  numbers i n  t h e  Autumn as do Goldeneye. 
mid A p r i l  t o  August/September are the  t e r r i t o r i e s  of Common Sandpipers .  Equally 
obvious and demanding a t t e n t i o n  is t h e  b lack  and white  Oys te rca t che r  w i t h  i ts b r i g h t  
red b i l l .  
P lover  is a common breeding b i r d  w i t h  its numbers inc reased  dur ing  t h e  Spr ing  and 
Autumn migra t ions .  Rock P i p i t s  are p l e n t i f u l  and Turns tones  are u s u a l l y  t o  be seen  
on the  shores  b u s i l y  t u r n i n g  over  pebbles  and seaweed i n s e a r c h  of Sand Hoppers and 
o t h e r  small prey i t ems .  Less o f t en  seen  a long  the  s h o r e l i n e  are Dunlin accompanied 
by t h e  occas iona l  Sander l ing .  

E ider  and 

The shores  of the  l o c h s  from 

I n  s u i t a b l e  areas a long  t h e  l o c h s i d e  and around t h e  c o a s t  t h e  Ringed 
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Many of t h e  small r i v e r s  and burns running  i n t o  t h e  l o c h  have t h e i r  r e s i d e n t  
Dippers;  t h e  love ly  Grey Wagtai l ,  w i t h  i t s  long  t a i l  and nea t  dapper 
appearance i s  a common wa te r s ide  b i r d .  Amongst the Alde r s ,  Redpol ls  and S i s k i n s  
a r e  o f t e n  p resen t  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  Spr ing  and Autumn. Away from the  bu rns ide ,  
amongst t h e  Willow and Hazel l e a d i n g  up t o  mixed woodland are a g i l G , a c r o b a t i c  
Great, Blue and less o f t en  Coal T i t s .  The l a t t e r ,  w i t h  Go ldc res t s ,  are o f t e n  
abundant i n  c o n i f e r  p l a n t a t i o n s .  I n  Oak woodlands, Wood Warblers a r e  not  uncommon; 
R e d s t a r t s ,  T reec reepe ra ,  the u b i q u i t o u s  Wren and,  i n .  t h e  c l e a r i n g s ,  Tree  P i p i t s  are 
a l l  t o  be seen and heard i n  t h e  same habi ta t .  Everywhere i n  g l e n s  and woodland i n  
the  Spr ing  and Summer may be heard t h e  love ly  song of t he  Willow Warbler. It  is by 
far t h e  commonest Warbler of t h e  Western Highlands.  Its c l o s e  r e l a t i v e ,  t h e  
C h i f f c h a f f ,  i s  a much s c a r c e r  b i r d ,  l o c a l  i n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and t o  be found i n  amongst 
t he  Rhododendrons and Brambles i n  t h e  lower canopy. Whi t e th roa t s ,  u n l i k e  t h e  
Lesser  Whibethroats ,  are common. Blackcap and Garden Warbler are sca rce  breeding  
spec ie s .  I n  s u i t a b l e  areas of reed beds and swampy t h i c k e t s  t h e  harsh  chur r ing  
song of t h e  Sedge Warbler i s  t o  be heard.  

On t h e  h i l l s  and open moorland Meadow P i p i t s  are everywhere; Skylarks  are much 
l e s s  common and o f t e n  absen t  f o r  much of the year .  Ring Ouzels  are not  common 
d e s p i t e  an abundance of appa ren t ly  s u i t a b l e  h a b i t a t  and are very  l o c a l  i n  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  
Wheatears, one of t h e  ear l ies t  of t h e  Spr ing  mig ran t s ,  are widely d i s t r i b u t e d  and 
t o  be seen  on every f i e l d  t r i p .  Less common,but by no means r a r e , a r e  Whinchat and 
Stonechat .  

Argyl l  i s  one o f . t h e  s t rongho lds  fo r  b i r d s  of prey.  The Buzzard i s  t h e  one most 
o f t e n  noted and s e v e r a l  are u s u a l l y  t o  be seen on every f i e l d  t r i p .  They vary 
g r e a t l y  i n  c o l o u r ,  from very dark  b i rds  t o  much p a l e r  ones w i t h  a good deal of 
white  beneath the  wings. They s o a r  i n  c i r c l e s  f o r  long  pe r iods  t a k i n g  advantage 
of thermals and w i l l  o f t e n  hover i n  the wind so tha t  a qu ick  g l ance  at a d i s t a n t  
b i r d  may sugges t  a Kes t r e l  d e s p i t e  t h e  very obvious d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  s i z e  and 
s i l l o u e t t e  between t h e  s p e c i e s .  K e s t r e l s ,  i n  f a c t ,  d e s p i t e  be ing  widespread a r e  
much less common than  Buzzards.  

; 

Sparrowhawks are not  s c a r c e  but  they a r e  seldom seen  by the  c a s u a l  observer .  
Often t h e i r  presence is first denoted by f i n d i n g  a ' p luck ing  p o s t '  - some favoured 
spo t  where t h e  b i r d ' s  prey i s  p a r t i a l l y  de fea the red  and dismembered. Hen Harriers 
are most o f t e n  encountered i n  t h e  Autumn and Winter months. A r e s i d e n t  b reede r ,  
t he  b i r d s  o f t e n  move t o  c o a s t a l  areas i n  t h e  Winter.  Ospreys,  n o t  o f t e n  recorded ,  
are t o  be seen  c h i e f l y  i n  t he  Spr ing  and Autumn passage o f t e n  s t a y i n g  f o r  some days 
a t  some remote h i l l  l och  or  perhaps on a l a r g e r  l o c h  such as t h e  Awe.  

Lorne has s e v e r a l  pa i r s  of Golden Eagle  but  u n l e s s  t he  v i s i t o r  makes an e f f o r t  t o  
g e t  well i n t o  t h e  h i l l s  he  or she i s  u n l i k e l y  t o  s e e  one of t h e s e  b i r d s .  It  is ,  
however, q u i t e  d i s t i n c t i v e  w i t h  i t s  l a r g e  s i z e  and slow majestic f l i g h t  and once 
seen  is u n l i k e l y  eve r  aga in  t o  be confused w i t h  the Buzzard. The Pe reg r ine ,  
a l though a sca rce  b i r d  of p r e y ,  i s  widely d i s t r i b u t e d  and hence may be seen  almost  
anywhere bu t  perhaps i t  is most o f t e n  t o  be seen hunt ing  a long  t h e  c o a s t  l i n e .  

- Dr A R Jennings  
1 F e r r y f i e l d  Drive 
CONNEL 
Oban 
A r g y l l  
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CLUBS AND SOCIETIES I N  ARGYLL 

...................................................................................... . *I 

1. K i n t y r e  An t iqua r i an  and Natural H i s t o r y  S o c i e t y  
S e c r e t a r y  - Mrs E Morr i son ,  Killean P l a c e ,  High S t r e e t ,  Campbeltown. I 
Monthly meet ings  h e l d  th roughou t  t h e  Winter w i t h  ou tdoor  mee t ings  and t r e k s  
i n  t h e  Summer. I - 

2 .  K i n t y r e  Photographic  Club 
S e c r e t a r y  - Mrs E Morr i son ,  K i l l e a n  Place, High S t r e e t ,  Campbeltown. 

3 .  Cowal N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  S o c i e t y  
S e c r e t a r y  - Nige l  S c r i v e n ,  c /o  Ardent inny  Outdoor C e n t r e ,  Ardent inny ,  by Dunoon. 

Monthly indoor  meet ings  are h e l d  a long  w i t h  ou tdoor  m e e t i n g s ,  h e l p i n g  w i t h  
s u r v e y s  and f i e l d  work. The aim of t h e  S o c i e t y  is t o  promote s tudy  of n a t u r a l  
h i s t o r y  w i t h i n  t h e  Cowal P e n i n s u l a .  

N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  and A n t i q u a r i a n  S o c i e t y  of Mid A r g y l l  
S e c r e t a r y  - Miss A T L e w i s ,  Rock Bank, Glenburn Road, A r d r i s h a i g .  

Monthly meet ings  and l e c t u r e s  th roughou t  t h e  y e a r  w i t h  f i e l d  meetings d u r i n g  t h e  
Summer months. 

I 
1 
I 
I 
I 

4. 

5 .  S c o t t i s h  W i l d l i f e  T r u s t  - Lome Members Group 
Hon S e c r e t a r y  - E Douglas P o t t e r ,  " S t r a t h y r e " ,  P u l p i t  H i l l ,  Oban. 

Monthly meet ings  throughout  t h e  y e a r  w i t h  v i s i t s  t o  l o c a l  s i t e s  of w i l ' d l i f e  
i n t e r e s t .  The SWT's aims are b road ly  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  of S c o t t i s h  W i l d l i f e  

' I I 

i n  a l l  i t s  forms from p l a n t s  t o  m a m m a l s .  

6 .  The A r g y l l  B i rd  Club - 
S e c r e t a r y  - David S t r o u d ,  K indroch id ,  S a n a i g ,  B r u i c h l a d d i c h ,  I s l a y .  

The aim of t h e  Club i s  t o  p l ay  a n  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  t h e  promotion of  o r n i t h o l o g y  
and c o n s e r v a t i o n  w i t h i n  A r g y l l .  One day mee t ings  are h e l d  tw ice  a y e a r  when 
t a l k s  of  s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e r e s t  are p r e s e n t e d  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i s c u s s  
f u l l y  t h e i r  r e l e v a n c e  t o  A r g y l l .  I n f r e q u e n t  t a l k s  and mee t ings  are o r g a n i s e d  
throughout  Argy l l  when t o p i c s  o f  i n t e r e s t  are d i s c u s s e d .  

I 
I 

I 
ARGYLL B I R D  CLUB - MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

I 
I/WE WISH TO J O I N  THE ARGYLL B I R D  CLUB AND I / W E  ENCLOSE THE APPROPRIATE FEE. 

(23.00 SINGLE : f h . 5 0  Ia'AMILY) 

I 
II 
I 
I 

... 

NAME : ......................................................... 
ADDRESS : ...................................................... 

...................................................... 
..................................................... 

RETURN TO Miss J a n e  B a t t r i c k ,  R o i n e a c h a i l ,  Bender loch ,  Oban. 

Members w i l l  r e c e i v e  a n e w s l e t t e r  and e n t r y  t o  a l l  t a l k s  and mee t ings  a t  a 
r educed  fee .  
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OWN SPECIES L I S T  

SPECIES  NUMBER SEEN 

1 
LOCATION 

I 
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I 
I 
I 
I R e t u r n  1985 records t o :  David S t r o u d ,  K i n d r o c h i d ,  S a n a i g ,  B r u i c h l a d d i c h ,  

I s l a y ,  A r g y l l  by 31st J a n u a r y  1986.  
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