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Introduction

2015 marked the 3Danniversary of the Argyll Bird Club during which time membership

has grown to a steady 300 or so, and both the quarterly mag#znEiderand our website

have flourished thanks to all those involved. The Argyll bird report has been published by
the club with the voluntary dedication of nyafolk over the yeas;, howeverwithout the
massive contribution of information provided to us there would be no report. As such it is
pleasing to see that this year over 450 people provided in excess of 30,000 records. It should
be noted that this information is collected from manyrses including the bird club record

input system and increasingly from the BTO, notably BirdTrack. It remains to be seen how
the recordingf thisinformation will evolve in the next few years as we move rapidly into

an increasingly digital age and whettibe way we present this summarised report is still
relevant, interesting and sustainable. Other regions of course face the same challenges and
are finding different solutionssubjecton whichyour ideas and feedback are welcomed.

One thing that is ndh doubt is the essential contribution that volunteer recording makes to
our understanding of the changing numbers and distribution of bird and other species; in the
face ofcontinuing changes in land uard the slower effects of climate change.

This yea saw the continuation of many studies, some under the umbrella of the BTO
including ongoingwvetland, breeding bird surveys house martin survey and a repeat of the

10 yearly NEWS (norestuarine waterbird survey) targeting turnstone, ringed plover and
purple sandpiper around our shagreswhich Argyll has the longest coastlinef any region

in the UK. Other ongoing studies included and involved those on geese, eider, divers, black
grouse, various seabirds, corn crakes, waders, raptors, owls, chougimdes.f Results
give us an idea ofnglbovwndurpebihags aw@Ei cdb
Breeding species that continue to decline include the waderkew, oystercatcher and
lapwing, as well as swift, skylark and grey wagtail to name a fewother parts of the UK

the rook is showing a decline and with the last full Argyll survey of this species back in
1975 the bird club has decided to survey it agaspitng2017.

Many of you will not be involved with these surveys and studies (althqagticipation is

both easy and worthwhile witATO trainingcoursesavailableto help) but rather just want

to get out and enjoy the wonderful birdlife that Argyll still has to offer, often in spectacular
surroundings. For t h estillmemans relateayiurdensatclietd and d e r
particularly during migration timegrovides numerous locations to explore and find scarce
and rare species.

So hopefully you will enjoy this report and if not already submitting records or involved in
surveys, \ill perhaps do so in future. Articles, photographs and feedback are of course
always welcome. One can orilyjagine what the state of our bird life and natwit bein
another 30 years ti meé

Jim Dickson(Jan 2017)



Bird Recording in Argyll

If all records are received in an approved standard format it is very quick and easy to add
them to the database. To make it easier for club members (and others) to do this we have
devised a user friendly automated bird record template. You simply enter tle bas
information about the birds you have seen and the template produces a standacited

file of records that can be automaticallynailed to the Recorder. With just a little practice

you can also use it to keep your own bird recofdsuse this systm you will need a PC

with Excel software and an internet connection.

The software comes complete with full instructions Malcolm Chattwood will be happy

to talk you through it.

All you need to do to get your hands on this brilliant and time savingmytst to email
Malcolm: abcrecorder@outlook.conwith details of the operating system you are using
(e.g. Microsoft XP, Vist&,8,10etc) and the version dExcelyou have (e.gexcel 2000 or
later rdeases)and he will send you a ZIHile of the appropriate software and the
instructions for using it. Advice on what to record is available on the Argyll Bird Club
websitewww.argyllbirdclub.orgunder 6 Bi Bd Recordi ng

Rare birds

Details of all rare bhird sightings should be sent in as soon as possible after the sighting to
Jim Dickson, 11 Pipers Road, Cairnbaan, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8UF. Tel: 01546
603967 Email: Argyllbirder@outlook.com Pleaseuse the standarfbrm (available from

Jim. These will be judged locally by the Argyll Bird Records Commitibdse members

are listed on p.2sent on to th&cottish BirddRecords Committee (SBRC), passedo the

British BirdsRarities Committee (BBRC), as appropriate.

The list below details rare species whose occurrence in Argyll needs to be fully documented
i.e. details of the circumstances surrounding the sighting and a detailed descriptian (see
helpful guide in'The Eiderfor March 2009 pages 8 &-9also available on the club website
www.argyllbirdclub.org). It is made up of the ABRC list of Argyll rarities and the SBRC

list of Scottish rarities (those marked #)daUK rarities assessed by BBRC (those marked

B). In general any claims of birds belonging to unusual races e.g. the races of Yellow
Wagtail (Blueheaded, Grey Headed etc) must be supported by a description and any species
not already on the Argyll list will also require a description before beingpaed.

No record of any of the species and plumage phases listed below will be published
unless adequate supporting details (including a description) are availabldn addition,

brief details may be requested for occurrences of scarce species not @ Wieete the
circumstances appear to warrant this.

Records of rarities in the systematic list are accompanied by the names of the observers,
starting with the finder(s)/identifier(s) (or, in the absence of this information, the person who
first reportedthe bird to the recorder), followed by the observer(s) who submitted details of
the record, if different. Summarised data from many surveys of breeding birds are also
accompanied by the initials of the observers or organisations responsible, in ordigr to he
readers who are interested in obtaining more detailed information.
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0 R a rpecies censidered by the ABR@s at Jan 2037 SBRC (#- as at Jar2015) and
BBRC (- as at Jan 20)5NB some of these species are not yet on the Argyll list.

Bewi ckds Swan
Bean Goose

European Whitdronted Goose
(racealbifrons)

Lesser Whitefronted Goos®
Lesser Canad@ooseb
Redbreasted Goode
Egyptian Goose#

Ruddy Shelduck

Wood Duckb

American Wigeon
Greenwinged Teal

Garganey (lone females/juveniles)
Black Duckb

Blue-winged Teab
Redcrested Pochard
Ring-necked Duck
Ferruginous Duck#

Lesser Scaup

King Eiderb

Harlequin Duckb

Surf Scoter (except adult males)
Smew

RuddyDuck

White-billed Diver#
Black-browed Albatros®
Cory's Shearwater#

Great Shearwater#

Balearic Shearwater
Macronesian Shearwatgr

Wi | sonémetreEt or m
White-faced Storrpetrelb
Great Cormorant (racginensi
Ascension Frigatebirfl
Eurasian Bittern

American Bitterrb
Night-heron#

Cattle Egret#

Snowy Egreb

Great White Egret

Purple Heron#

White Stork

Glossy Ibig¢

Eurasian Spoonbill
Piedbilled Grebeb

Rednecked Grebe
Black-necked Grebe
Honeybuzzard

Black Kite#

Montagu's Harrier#

Pallid Harrierb

Goshawk

Roughlegged Buzzard
Redfooted Falcon#
Hobby

Gyr Falconb

Spotted Crake

Sorab

Little Crakeb

Common Crane

Avocet

Stone Curlew#

Little Ringed Plover
Killdeer b

Kentish Plover#
American Golden Plover
Pacific Golden Plove
Semipalmated Sandpipbr
Temmi nckds Stint
White-rumped Sandpiper#
Baird's Sandpip€b
Pectoral Sandpiper
Broadbilled Sandpipeb
Buff-breasted Sandpiper
Great Snip®

Long-billed Dowitcherb
Spotted Sandpipédr
Spotted Redshank
Greater Yellowleg®
Lesser Yellowleg®
Rednecked Ralarope (away from
traditional breeding areas)
Long-tailed Skua (except adult)
Ivory Gull b

Sabine's Gull

Bonaparte's Gub

Ross's Gulb

Laughing Gullb

Ring-billed Gull
Yellow-legged Gull#



Caspian Gull#

American Herring Gulb
Bridled Ternb

Gull-billed Ternb

Caspian Ter

Whiskered Terb

Black Tern

White-winged Black Tern#
Forster's Tern#

Roseate Tern

Brunnich's Guillemob
Pall asbés bSandgrouse
Black-billed Cuckoob
Yellow-billed Cuckoob
Eurasian Scops Ovil
Snowy Owlb

Little Owl

Nightjar

Alpine Swift#

European Beeater
European Rolleb
Wryneck

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker#
Redeyed Vireob

Brown Shrikeb
Redbacked Shrike
Lesser Grey Shrikb

Great Grey Shrike
Woodchat Shrike#
Firecrest

Crested Tit

Willow Tit

Marsh Tit

Bearded Tit

Shorttoed Lark#

Wood Lark#

Shore Lark

Redrumped Swallow#
Cetti's Warbler#
Long-tailed Tit (northern racéegithalos
caudatus caudat)$
Greenish Warbler#
Pallas's Leaf Warbler
Yellow-browed Warbler
Raddebds Warbler#
Dusky Warbler#

* Descriptions of Lesser Whitethroat are required for all records apart from those on Coll

and Tiree during AugDct inclusive.

Western Bonelli's Warbldy
Barred Warker

Lesser Whitethroat*
Dartford Warbler#
Subalpine Warbler#
Booted Warbleb

Icterine Warbler
Melodious Warbler#
Aquatic Warbleb

Bl ythds Reed
Marsh Warbler#

Reed Warbler
Rosecoloured Starling
Common Nightingale
Bluethroat

Redbreasted Flycatar
Blue Rock Thruslf

Tree Sparrow

Yellow Wagtail (all races)
Citrine Wagtail#
Richard's Pipit

Tawny Pipitb
Redthroated Pipib
Olive-backed Pipit#
Rock Pipit (racdittoralis)
Water Pipit

Buff-Bellied Pipith
European Serin#
CommonRedpoll (all races)
Arctic Redpoll#

Scottish Crossbill#
Parrot Crossbill#
Common Rosefinch
Hawfinch

Cirl Bunting#

Ortolan Bunting#

Rustic Buntingb

Little Bunting#
Yellow-breasted Buntin®
Redheaded Buntin
Black-headed Buntin®
Corn Bunting
Brown-headed Cowbir®
American Redstarb
Northern Parul®

War bl

er #



Interpretation of the Species Accounts

The sequence of the bird species list has bedatad for this report and follows the new order

gi ven IBytish®ifdelei st of Western Palearctic Bir
British Ornithologistsd List, using the now
Each species heading is followéeg a summary of the bird's known statarsd distribution

within Argyll, together with any other relevant information.

Birds of Conservation Concern The fourth review of the status of birds in the UK (BoCC 4)
was published in British BirdéDecember 2015/0l.108) and the updated species status has
been applied to this report.

RED LIST is the highest conservation priority with species needing urgent action.

AMBER LIST is the next most critical group followed by Green (not given here) species that
d o n & into theaRed or Amber categorAn up to date list and expiation can be downloaded
from the BTO and RSPB websites.

The information regarding sites of national or international importance for wintering/passage
birds is taken from Holt, C.Aet al (2012). Waterbirds in the UK 2010/11: The Wetland Bird
Survey British Trust for Ornithology, Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust, RSPB, JNCC. The
qualifying threshold for identification as such a site is generally that they hold, at some time
during the qualifying péod, at least 1% of the national (Great Britain) or international
population of the species. The minimum qualifying count is normally 50 birds, although a lower
figure has sometimes been chosen where the British population is very small.

For the purpose of this report, Argyll is divided into 10 areas, which are named on the
accompanying sketch map. Because few records have been received from Lismore in recent
years, it is no longer considered a separate area but has been merged with North Argyll. For
similar reasons Giglasecords arenow included with those from Kintyre. Note théie
boundariesof the Argyll recording area remad unchanged despite local government
reorganisation in 1996. This means that places like Tarbet and Helensburgh, whithhare

Argyll & Bute Council area are still covered by the Clyde Bird Club.

Categories of the British list (as revised by the BOURE 2013):

Category A. Species that have been recorded in an apparently natural state at least on€ée since 1
Jan 1950. (e great majority of species recorded in Argyll naturally fall into this category.)
Category B. Species that were recorded in an apparently natural state at least once b&tween 1
January 1800 and SDec 1949, but have not been recorded subsequentig. gnly species
recorded in Argyll that falls into this category is WHitzed Petrel although there are seven
species (Re¢ r est ed Pochard, Wi |l sonbs Petrel, A mi
Snipe and Pall aso6s Sa nellgnrBatairssege 3dah. 4950 butaorlye b e
prior to that date in Argyll.)

Category C. Species that, although introduced now derive from the resultingsstHining
populations.

C1l Naturalised introduced speciespecies that have occurredly as a reslt of introduction

e.g. Egyptian Goosélopochen aegyptiacus.

C2 Naturalised established speciesspecies with established populations resulting from
introduction by Man, but which also occur in an apparently natural state e.g. Greylag Goose
Anser anser.




C3 Naturalised reestablished speciesspecies with populations successfullyestablished

by Man in areas of former occurrence e.g. Red Klilgus milvus

C4 Naturalised feral speciesdomesticatedspecies with populations established in the wild

e.g Rock Pigeon (Dove)/Feral Pige@olumba livia

C5 Vagrant naturalised speciespecies from established naturalised populations abroad (e.g.
possibly some Ruddy Shelduckadorna ferrugineaccurring in Britain. There are currently no
species in categpIC5.

C6 (Subcategory added 2006prmer naturalised species species formerly placed in C1
whose naturalised population is either no longer-s#ttaining or are considered extinct, e.g.
Lady Amher sGhidselopRus antherstiaet

(There are lesshan 20 Argyll species that include Category C in their designated status
although some may have a combined status e.g. Gadwall AC2 where birds were released or
escaped in the past but also occur in a natural state.)

Category D. Species that would othengigppear in Category A except that; there is reasonable
doubt that they have ever occurred in a natural state. Species placed in Category D form no par
of the British List, and are not included in the species totals.

(The only Argyll species in this cateyy are Ruddy Shelduck and Riedaded Bunting although

there are records, not identified as to species, of Flamingo and Pelican.)

Category E. Species that have been recorded as introductions, hassisted transportees, or
escapes from captivity, and wleodreeding populations (if any) are thought not to be self
sustaining. Species that have bred in the wild are designated as E*. Category E species form nc
part of the British List, and are not included in the species totals (unless already included within
Categories A, B or C).

Tables and Figures

Tables 2 7 are derived chiefly from Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) goose counts.

Tables 1, 8 19 and 25- 34 are based principally on data from the Wetland Birds Survey
(WeBS) and from the RSPBIlay databas for 2015 although higher counts have been included
where available. Some t abies niTreel Tedeanaybmatn t h
one site but often represent the total number of birds seen at two or more sites amthenst

given day.Figure1 wassupplied by David Jardinand is based on previous Bird Reports.
Tables 20 23 and 35 38 are taken from the Argyll Raptor Study Group monitoring summaries
produced by Roger Broat@lable 24 was from data supplied by Andy Robinson at theBRSP
Figures in these tables for 6Loch Gruinart
Gruinart including the area known as Gruinart Floods (the area of flooded fields to the south of
Loch Gruinart). Loch Crinan includes the outer Add estuary. Istmases the figures come

from the respective WeBS counts for these areas although where higher counts are available
these have been used. Al so, 6outer Loch Et]
Connel Br i dgHreed or dfaegBSacouhtd cowrég the four main freshwater
lochs on the islandiz. Loch an Eilein, Loch Bhasapol, Loch Riaghain and Loch a 'Phuill unless
6monthly maemumumdbdaye specified.




Studies and Surveyscarried out in 2015

(1) Common Bird Census This national scheme is run by the British Trust for Ornithology and
involves mapping breeding territories of common and widespread birds in around 200 selected
plots throughout the United Kingdom. The aim has been to quantify trends in bird populations
and it has been instrumental, for example, in drawing attention to the declines among farmland
birds. The scheme has been running nationally since F362n 1990 until 2012 two plots in

the Taynish National Nature Reserivid-Argyll (onewoodland and one estal) have been
monitored by John HallidayBecause it is very labour intensive (involving around 10 detailed
survey visits each breeding season) the CBC has been gradually replaced by the simpler BBS
scheme, which requires only three visits. From 20@&L @BC has no longer been supported
nationally. However a core of about 50 high priority sites continued to be supported and
fortunately the two Taynish plots weaenong thenuntil 2012 Because of the detailed nature of

this survey and the continuity ofghwork (annually since 1990) at Taynish, the data provided
are particularly significant for ArgyllJohn Hallidayhas kindly volunteered to continue this
valuable monitoring work at Taynish NNR from 2015 using CBC for consistency.

(2) Scottish Associationfor Marine Science (SAMS) study of seabird breeding succes3. [

C. A. Craik] As part of an orgoing wider study of seabird breeding success, selected species
were monitored in a study area along the west coasknyre, Mid-Argyll, and N. Argyll
(including Lismore), and at additional sites in Loch Fy@awal/Mid-Argyll) and Mull. In
particular the effect of mink predation on, mainly island nesting, seabird colonies has been
monitored since 1990. The effects of efforts to reduce the mink populati@spacialy
vulnerable/important sites haaéso been assessed.

(3) Systematic seawatching at Machrihanish SBO (intyre) [E. J. Maguire (Warden)
contact:msbowarden@yahoo.comMovements of seabirds, wildfowl and waders past this site
have beenmonitoral regularly duringmost months of the year since 1993With a few
exceptions, all individual birds flying past when the hide was manned are identified and logged.
In the systematic list below,dlie Maguire has provided all recardelating to Machriharis
SBO. A colourringing study of Twite isalsoongoingat MSBO (Rab Morton/Eddie Maguire)

and part of the largddK Twite Study Project.

(4) Breeding Birds Survey (BBS)

The BTO/JNCC/RSPB Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) started in 1994. Its objectivecigdnd

and improve the monitoring of population changes of common breeding birds. It now counts
birds annually in more than 2,300 randomly chosenlkanesquares in the UK, using a line
transect methodCurrently 23 squares are covered in Argyll with margreravailable.

Please contact Nigel Scriven if you might be interested in taking part.

(5) WeBS counts

The Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) is the scheme which monitordoneeding waterbirds in the

UK. The principal aims of WeBS are to identify populatioresi determine trends in numbers
and distribution and to identify important sites for waterbirds. Counts are carried outst loch
sea lochs and estuaries at monthly intervals, principally from September to March, with fewer
observations in the summer mbst In Argyll, regular counts currently take place at the four
main freshwater lochs ofiree Loch Gruinartand Loch Indaalslay; Holy Loch,Loch Long
(Ardentinny to Strone Point).och Melldalloch and Kilfinan BayCowal Sound of Gigha

1C



Kintyre: Dunstafhage Bayl.och CraignishLoch Crinan, Loch EtiveLoch Gilp, Loch Leathan
and Loch SweerMid-Argyll and Loch CrerarNorth Argyll. These regular counts produce
valuable information for conservation purposes nationally as well as for this.r&perare
always keen to encourage new recruits

Please contactlim Dickson or Malcolm Chattwood if you might be interestedin taking
part.

(6) Treshnish Isles Auk Ringing Group

The Group have been monitoring the Treshnish Isles breeding seabirds since 197ingroduc
annual reports sincE996. In 2013heexpedition took place between 22 June anduit®. They

were led by Robin Ward (robin_m.ward@tiscali.co.uk). The group based themselves around the
village ruins at the northern end of Lunga, with the majorityhef fieldwork taking place on
Lunga and Sgehere am &naual ull seatdrd tess avd ringing of specific
colonies are carried out. The Shag ringing is registered as a BTO Retrapping Adults for Survival
(RAS) Project. As well as studying theabirds, the group also carried out recording of other
birds and wildlife, including mamals, and Lepidotera. Their 20J@nual report can be
downloaded from their websiteww.tiarg.org

(7) Argyll Raptor Study Group.

The Group was formedh 1993when a micleus of experienced raptor workers met to combine
resources and knowledge and improve monitoring effort as a whole. Its members are enthusiast:
first and foremost, their primary goals being to monitor their birds, participate in national
surveys and ideify real and potential threats as they arise. Data collected are passed on to the
Raptor Monitoring Officer and ultimately to Scottish Natural Heritage to assist in formulating
policies affecting raptors.

With such a large area and number of islands andoraparatively small membership
population estimates are best based on national survey results (when additional field workers are
involved) or from intensive single species studies.

The group is always looking for new members (especially on Islay, Mu#, & North Argyll),

who will usually have some amateur or professional background. For those that are
inexperienced, we can usually offer mentor
which usually leads to full membership. (Chairman: David Wayde

(8) Aros Moss CES and Kintyre ringing studies.

Constant Effort Site (CES) ringing, under the BTO scheme, has been carried out at Aros Moss,
near the Laggan, Kintyre by Neil Brown over thast18 years. The scheme uses ringing to
monitor various aspés of bird populations in the UK. At this 50 ha sitemprising peat bog,
willow scrub and reednace 12 visits are made each seashieil also carries out retrapping
adults for survival (RAS) studies at two Sand Martin colonies, one of whicbéen moitored

for the last 16/ears, and also raptor ringing studies in south Kintyre.

11



Sighting Highlights of 2015

Jim Dickson
~ January ~

RING-NECKED DUCK Afirst-wi nt er mal e at L o c h20MévasRtil u i | |
present and remained ToFebby which time it was acquiring more of an adult type plumage.
KUMLI EN6S (| CELANE)le wasdt Ormsary, Midrgyll from 28 Dec and

was last seen on 6 AJCELAND GULL Many more noted than average with 50+ birds in this
winter period GLAUCOUS GULL More than average reported with 35+ biBEACKCAP

Two were at Tobermory, Mull on 2 Ja@OMMON POCHARD A dr ake was at
Phuill, Tireeon 6 Jan.PURPLE SANDPIPER A mainland peak of 32 was counted at Dunoon
6crazy gol f 6,LITOE ®WGRET @®ne was afl thenStrand, Colonsay on several
dates until 9 JanPOMARINE SKUA A first-winter was off West Hynish on 11 Jan.
BARNACLE GOOSE Counts on lIslay: 38,604 there on 14 J&AUTHATCH One or
morewere present at Ardkinglas woodland garden, Cowal odab®he first of a good number
this year. CACKLING GOOSE Singles were noted at Bridgend merse, Islay on 17 Jan.
BONAPARTE 6 SAn éddiLat Loch Gilp on 4 Feb was presumably the same bird there at
end of Dec 2014MEDITERRANEAN GULL Following on from upa ten different birds at
Loch Gilp, Mid-Argyll during mid-winter, a colowringed adult was there on 18 Jan and had
been ringed as a chick in in Poland on 6 Jun 2004; an adult and a-sénterdvere there on

19 Jan and 2 adults there on 21. BKNOW BUNTING Many widespread reports and a peak of
24 were at Corran Sands, Jura on 19 $AAVONIAN GREBE Fifty-one were on Loch na
Keal, Mull on 21 JanLITTLE GULL Two adults and a firstvinter were at Loch Gilp, Mid
Argyll on several dates in Jan (at leasefidifferent birds in total were at Loch Gilp Dec il4

Feb 15) with several birds remaining in the area until Apr.

~ February ~

CACKLING GOOSE At least one bird remained in the Loch Gruinart area, Islay during Feb
until 13 Mar. GREATER SCAUP High count of 7 at Loch Indaal, Islay on 10 Feb.
COMMON POCHARD One was at Ardnave Loch, Islay on 16 FENOW BUNTING
Highest counts: Four were seen on Oronsay, Colonsay on 12 Feb and five were at the Big
Strand, Islay on 28 Feb.

~ March ~

RING-BILLED GULL A first-winter was at Glen More, Mull on 2 Mar and then Loch Beg
until 21 Mar.LITTLE AUK One bird was off Duart Castle Mull on 13 Mar and six passed west
off Aird, Tiree on 26 MarNORTHERN WHEATEAR First arrival was at Claddich, Islay on
15 Mar.STOCK DOVE One was sen near East Lodge (Moine Mhor), Midgyll on 17 Mar.
BARN SWALLOW First arrival was at The Oa reserve, Islay on 17 MAdIMBREL First
report was at Machrihanish SBO, Kintyre on 19 MBAXWING One was found freshly dead

in Bowmore, Islay on 22 MaSAND MARTIN First arrival was at Loch Leathan, Mgyl
on22MarBONAPART E 6 SA fiGtiinter bird was at Sorobaidh Bay, Tiree on 24 Mar
and the Loch Gilp bird or a new adult bird was at Ormsary-Migyll on 26 Mar until 6 Apr.
HOUSE MARTIN An earlysingle was on Oronsay, Colonsay on 25 M@REEN-WINGED
TEAL A drake was seen at RSPB Loch Gruinart, Islay on 26 Mar. This or possibly a different
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drake was seen on the distillery pond at Port Charlotte, Islay on 28 MANX
SHEARWATER First noted was offird, Tiree on 26 MarBLACK -TAILED GODWIT

First arrival was at Loch adé Phuill, Tiree
~ April ~

SCANDINAVIAN ROCK PIPIT a breeding plumaged bird was at the Add Estuary, Argyll on
1 Apr.LONG-TAILED DUCK The highest count was of 25 at the Soohigha, Kintyre on

2 Apr. GREAT NORTHERN DIVER Highest counts: 175 were counted at the Sound of
Gigha, Kintyre on 2 Apr and 53 were at Loch Indaal, Islay on 19 @®PREY First report
was at West Loch Tarbert, Kintyre on 2 ARED KITE One dritedove Hey |l i pol an¢
Phuill, Tiree on 6 AprWILLOW WARBLER First arrival was near Campbeltown on 8 Apr
TREE PIPIT First arrival was at Ormsary, Midrgyll on 8 Apr. GREENSHANK Highest
counts:five wereat Loch Scridain, Mulbn 9 Apr and six were at lob Tulla, North Argyll on

29 Apr. CUCKOO First report was of one calling at Glen Fyne, Midgyll on 11 Apr.
HOOPOE One was seen in Oban, Migtgyll on 11 Apr, another was at Lochgair, Mitgyll

on 14 Apr and one was at Ardchattan Priory gardens, Norgyllhon 21 April and probably
present a few days earli€@€ OMMON SANDPIPER First arrival was at Loch na Keal Mull on
12 Apr. GREEN-WINGED TEAL A drake was at Loch an Eilein, Tiree on-18 Apr.
LITTLE TERN First report of two at Traigh Bhagh, Tiree on 1prATREE SPARROW Two
were at The Oa RSPB reserve, Islay on 16 SXRGANEY A pair were at Balinoe, Tiree on
17 Apr, a pair were seen at Gruinart RSPB reserve, Islay on 27 Apr, and a pair were seen on
Oronsay, Colonsay on 29 ApGREAT WHITE EGRET One wasat RSPB Loch Gruinart,
Islay on 17 Apri.CORN CRAKE First arrival was at RSPB Loch Gruinart reserve on 17 Apr.
WOOD WARBLER First arrival was at Aros Park Mull on 18 AWHINCHAT First arrival
was at Moine Mhor on 18 ApMARSH HARRIER A female was huntig at Loch Garadh nan
Capull, Tiree on 19 AprGARDEN WARBLER First arrival was at Kilmartin on 21 Apr
COMMON WHITETHROAT First arrival was at Tobermory, Mull on 23 ApARCTIC
TERN First arrival was at Gunna Sound Tiree on 23 ApPPMMON TERN First arrival was

at Sorobaidh Bay Tiree on 28 ABTOCK DOVE Oneat Balephuil, Tiree on 28 Apr was the
first on the island in 14 years.

-..May-...

LAPLAND BUNTING A female was at Crossapol Point, Tiree on 1 MBREE SPARROW

Many more records than usual, with up teefiat Balephuil, Tiree in May and up to 10 at
Milton, Tiree also in May. One was at Tiroran, Mull on 1 May and three were at Treshnish farm,
Mull on 30 May. One was at feeders at the RSPB Loch Gruinart offices, Islay on 6 May.
WHIMBREL High counts on Islaywith 90+at Uiskentuie Strand and 50 at Ardnave on 1
May. Passage peaks at Machrihanish SBO, Kintyre were of 33 on 7aiMbyp2 on 1May.
CURLEW SANDPIPER One was at Loch aé Phuill, Tire
Tiree on 14 MayGREEN SANDPIPER Onearrived during heavy rain at Balephuil, Tiree on 3
May. LITTLE EGRET One was at Balvicar, Seil Island, MArgyll on 5 May. DOTTEREL

On Tiree,twowerat The Reef on 5 May, six at Hough
6 May. One was at The Oa, dyl on 4 May. Four were at Oronsay, Colonsay on 7 May with
probably a further two the next daPOMARINE SKUA On Tiree four adults were off
Scarinish on 7 May, three adults were off West Hynish on 16 May and one was off there on 21
May. Sixteen were seenofin the ferry between Mull and Tiree on 18 May andwEfe seen

from the Tiree ferry off Lismore, Noerth Argyll on 20 Majwo adults were north of Tiree
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from the Barra ferry on 21 Mayt Machrihanish SBO, Kintyre an adult flew past on\28y.

Off north Mul there were singles on 10th, 18th and 20 M ANX SHEARWATER Large
numbers were seen offshore and from the Tiree ferry including a massive feeding raft off Aird,
Tiree with some 8,000 birds on 7 MayONG-TAILED SKUA Four flew past Keillmore
(Sound of dra), MidArgyll on 8 May. An adult flew west across Hynish Bay towards
Sorobaidh Bay on 18 May and four were north of Mull on 20 MAYTLE GULL One was
reported from Islay on 9 May. A secesdmmer was at Loch na Keal, Mull on 15 May.
MARSH HARRIER Onewas reported from Islay on 11 May andeanale was at Moss, Tiree
on 14 May.SURF SCOTERA male was at Loch na Keal, off Eorsa, Mull on 13 MRYUFF A
moulting male was at Oronsay, Colonsay on 14 May dednale was at The Reef, Tiree on 18
May. GARGANEY A malewas at RSPB Loch Gruinart, Islay on 14 May and a male was on
Oronsay, Colonsay on 28 MaREED WARBLER One was at Balephuil, Tiree on 15 May.
COOT One was on East Loch Fada, Colonsay onl6May. SNOW BUNTING One was at
Kilmoluaig, Tiree on 20 MayGREY PHALAROPE A summer plumaged female was seen on
the sea from the Gigha Ferry, Kintyre on 21 MBGYPTIAN GOOSE An adult was found on

a grassland flood by Strath Farm, the Laggan oMag. S AB | NE 6 S ArGadult was at
Salum Bay, Tiree on 23 May amtesumably the same bird again at Soa, Tiree on 27 May.
RED KITE One was at West Hynish, Tiree on 26 MRED-NECKED PHALAROPE Two
females werdack on their breeding sitesm 23 May,two males were on a pool by Strath Farm,
The Laggan, Kintyre on 2Bay and one was seen on the sea off Easdale IslandAkggll
during a boat trip on 28 May.

~June ~

SABI NEO SAGdUlt hgamt Loch ad6 .WHQAIPER SWAN Ori2 wak atn
the Ulva Lagoon near Keills, Midrgyll from 4 Jun until end of Jul and up four remained on
Tiree during the summeGARGANEY A pair was on a pool at Kilmoluaig, Tiree on 9 Jun.
CEDAR WAXWING An adult bird was viewed for a few minutes at The Glebe, Scarnish,
Tiree on 10 JunMARSH HARRIER A female headed west at Vaul, Tiree tt Jun and a
female was seebetween Craigens and Coullabus, Islay on 26 UUR[LE EGRET One was

at Kennacraig, West Loch Tarbert, Kintyre on-I®Jun. QUAIL Single birds were heard
calling atHynish, Tiree on 1112 Jun,at Balephuil, Tiree 016-30 Junand atlona, Mull on 18
Jun.CURLEW SANDPIPER One was near Heylipol Church on 14 and 17 Jun and two were
at Loch Craignish, MieArgyll on 12 JunGREENSHANK A max. of six were at Loch Tulla,
North Argyll on 14 JunRUFF One was at RSPB Loch Gruinart,dglon 18 JunLITTLE
GULL Afirstss u mmer was at Loch aCGREMAMWMWHITE EGRETTOnee e o
was at RSPB Loch Gruinart, Islay on 24 Jun, following afiexarport of one there in Apr.
MEDITERRANEAN GULL An adult flew past Machrihanish SBO, Kymé on 30 Jun.

~ July ~

HOBBY One was at the Add Estuary, Midgyll on 1 Jul. QUAIL Single birds were heard at
Balephuil, Tiree on 5thand at Coullabus, Islay on 3 JGREENSHANK Three were at
Arinagour, Coll on 3 JUIREED/MARSH WARBLER One was caughat the Aros Moss
ringing site, Kintyre on 9 JUCOMMON SCOTER A high count of 276 birds (mostly males)

were at the Sound of Gigha on 10 JBURF SCOTER An adult male was at the Sound of
Gigha, Kintyre from 10 JUPECTORAL SANDPIPER Single adults weretaAn Fhaodhail,

Tiree on 10 Jul and at Strath Farm east pool, Kintyre on 19 Jul, reappearing on 22 Jul, then two
were found at the pool on 27 JURED KNOT Returning birds included: the first at
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Machrihanish SBO, Kintyre on 13 Jul with 28 there on 17 Hdl at the Add Estuary, Mid
Argyl | there were 42 on 17 Jul an C@URLBN a't
SANDPIPER A summer adult was at Strath Farm east pool, Kintyre on Jaiz
MEDITERRANEAN GULL One was at Loch Gilp, Midrgyll from 17 Jul onwads.
LAUGHING GULL A bird in seconesummer plumage was at Portnahaven, Islay on 21 Jul.
RING-BILLED GULL A first-summer bird was at Loch Gilp, Miélrgyll on 22 July and then

on a few dates to the end of the moMREE SPARROW Four were at Coullabus, Islayn 29

Jul. SOOTY SHEARWATER A single was off Gunna sound, Tiree on 31 RIWUFF Four
juveniles were together at Loch Crinan, Midgyll on 31 Jul.

~ August ~

HOBBY A first-summer bird was photographed at Dervaig, Mull on 4 AU§TLE STINT

Single juvenils were at Eilean Glas, Jura on 5 Aug and at Clachan, Tiree on 30 Aug.
CURLEW SANDPIPER One was at the Add Estuary, Mifgyll on 6 Aug. WOOD
SANDPIPERSi ngl es were at Strath Farm pool, L ac
Tiree on 7 Aug and at Lod@rinan, MidArgyll on 25 Aug.SOOTY SHEARWATER Thirteen

were off Hynish, Tiree on 8 Augs AB | NE 6 S ArGadult was off Balemartine on 9 Aug.
GREAT WHITE EGRET One was on Glas Eilean, Sound of Islay, Jura from the Islay Ferry
on 11 Aug.GREEN SANDPIPERSIn gl es wer e at Loch ad Phuil
Machrihanish SBO, Kintyre on 25 AUROSE-COLOURED STARLING An adult was seen

near Machir Bay, Islay on 20 Aug and remained in the area until 20GBRIEEENSHANK

Higher counts included four at Sorobaidhy, Tiree on 24 Aug and seven at Croig, Mull on 27
Aug. SPOTTED REDSHANK Single juveniles were at Sorobaidh Bay, Tiree on 24 Aug and

at RSPB Loch Gruinart, Tiree on 9 SédTTLE GULL An adult was at Loch Gilp, Mid

Argyll on 10 Aug and a subdult was aGott Bay, Tiree on 24 AugCOOT One was on a
lochan near Glenfeochan House, Midyyll from 27 Aug to 3 SepRUFF Very strong autumn
passage throughout the islands and coastal mainland Argyll from early Aug through to early Oct
with ca. 60 around Tireet ¢he end of Aug with a max. of 25 juveniles at Balephuil on 27 Aug.

A max. daily count of 12 juveniles were at Strath Farm pool, Laggan, Kintyre on 5 Aug and a
max. of 13 were at Gruinart Flats, Islay on 20 Aug.

~ September ~

PIED FLYCATCHER Singles weret The Glebe, Scarinish, Tiree on 1 Sep, at The Oa, Islay
on 7 Sep, and at Balinoe, Tiree on-2® Sep.BALEARIC SHEARWATER One was seen
from the Islay ferry on 3 Sep and one was off Hynish, Tiree on 27B2dpRED WARBLER
A first-winter was at BalephuilTiree on 67 Sep.GREENSHANK Six were at Ardencaple,
Mid-Argyll on 8 Sep.SOOTY SHEARWATER Higher counts includedO off NW Tiree on
10 Sep and 12 there on 27 SGREY PHALAROPE Two were seen from the ferry NW off
Tiree on 10 Sep, one was in Sorobaidly Beree on 12 Sep, one was SW of Coll on 13 Sep and
two were off Glengorm, Mull on 21 SepITTLE GULL A sub-adult was at the Strath pool,
Laggan, Kintyre on 12 Sep, and a firginter was at Crinan Ferry, Midrgyll on 28 Sep.
BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER Aj uvenile was at Loch .ad F
MEDITERRANEAN GULL A Polish ringed bird was at Blackmill Bay, Luing, Mikgyll on
12 Sep andhn adult was at Loch Gilp, Midrgyll on 23 Sep. AMERICAN WIGEON An
eclipse drake was at Arnave Loch, Islay frd#h Sep until 20 OctYELLOW -BROWED
WARBLER A good showing with six records from Tiree in Sep and one at Ballygrant, Islay on
15



30 Sep.SNOW BUNTING One flew over Balephuil, Tiree on 16 Sept, two were on The Oa,
Islay on 22 Sep and one was at Ardnave on 32 SEICKOO A very late immature was at
Balephuil, Tiree on 149 SepLAPLAND BUNTING On Tiree, one was at Upper Kenovay on

21 Sep, one flew south at Barrapol on 26 Sep and one was at Keils, Jura on 28 Sep.
POMARINE SKUA On Tireetwo were off Hynish on 27 €p and one off there on 28 Sep
SABI NE®& S TwUuvéniles were off Hynish on 27 SeB.Al RD6S SANDPI| PE
juvenile was at Hough Bay, Tiree on 22D Sep and again at Sorobaidh Bay, Tiree on 2 Oct.

~ October ~

LESSER WHITETHROAT One was at Balephuil, Tireen 34 Oct.LITTLE EGRET One

was at Fidden, Mull on 4 Oct and one was near Barcaldine, North Argyll on 1RERIKITE
Singles were seen at Loch Frisa, Mull on 5 Oct, Ormsary;Mgyll on 10 Oct and Cluanach,
Islay on 19 OctCHIFFCHAFF (Siberian) A classictristis bird was at Balephuil, Tiree on 7
Oct. GREAT CRESTED GREBE One was on Loch Gorm, Islay on 9 OMELLOW -
BROWED WARBLER One was at Kinnabus, Islay on 10 OcAPLAND BUNTING One

was at Balephesh on 11 OctGREY PHALAROPE Two passed Vaul, ifee on 12 Oct and
one flew past Aird, Tiree on 22 OQUAIL A very late bird was heard calling at RSPB Loch
Gruinart, Islay on 17 OcGREAT GREY SHRIKE One was at Dalmally, North Argyll on
20-28 Oct.LESSER YELLOWLEGS One was on a flooded field at @aigmore, Tiree on 21
Oct and again at a pool near Heylipol Church on 24 &ERICAN WIGEON A drake was

at Loch Bhasapol, Tiree on 212 Oct t hen at L-8lcOct. SOOTY Ph u i
SHEARWATER One was off Aird on 22 Oct and two were off Hynish, Tiree 3D Oct.
LEACHOGS P buriRgBHe first NW gales of the autumn four passed Aird, Tiree on 22
Oct and six passed Hynish, Tiree on 22 Oct. At Machrihanish SBO, Kintyre 29 passed in 7 hrs
on 22 Oct. A single was at Loch Indaal, Islay on 23 G®OW BUNTING Ten were at
Ardnave, Islay on 22 Oct and one was at Scarinish, Tiree on 2POBARINE SKUA Three
were off Aird, Tiree on 22 Oct and two off there on 23 GcA B1 N E 6 S Twa {ukehiles
were off Aird, Tiree on 220ct. GREEN-WINGED TEAL A drake was at RBB Loch
Gruinart, Islay on 23 OcEIRECREST One was in a garden near Barcaldine, North Argyll on
25 Oct. FIELDFARE Widepread arrivals from late Oct, however at Strath Farm, Laggan,
Kintyre a high count ota 2,500 on 29 Oct and 400 at Barsloisnoch, Migyll on 29 Oct.
REDWING Widespread arrivals from late Oct and a high counta1,500 at Strath Farm,
Laggan, Kintyre on 29 OcBRAMBLING Small numbers were noted from early Oct and a
max. count of seven were at Rockside, Islay on 291GRNG -TAILED DUC K Highest count
was of 10 males at the Sound of Gigha, Kintyre on 31 OTTLE GULL An adult was off
Tayinloan, Kintyre on 31 Oct.

~ November ~

YELLOW -BROWED WARBLER A late bird was at Balephuil, Tiree on 1 Nov.
FIRECREST One was at Knock, Mull on 1 NoWORTHERN WHEATEAR Two were at
Uiskentuie, Islay on 1 NoBRAMBLING Most reported together were 12 at the Dunoon golf
course, Cowal on 2 NoWREE SPARROW Two were at Balephuil, Tiree on 2 Nov and stayed
until 28 Nov.COMMON POCHARD Six were on Islay on #lov, with 5 on Loch Gorm and 1

on Ardnave LochGREAT CRESTED GREBE One was on Loch Gorm, Islay on 4 Nov.
WHOOPER SWAN An island record count of 502 were on Tiree, including site record of 431
at Loch a' Phuill, on 5 NoMCELAND GULL At least 11 birds we reported during the
winter. GLAUCOUS GULL At least 8 singles were reported during the win@rACK
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REDSTARTOne was near Loch -2AcONovPBARN OWL,Onelwas seemn f r
on Tiree near the airport on 11 NAACKLING GOOSE One was seen regulg on Islay

during this winter period EACHO6 S P BreRvasLoff Port Charlotte, Islay on 12 Nov.

On Tiree, two were off Hynish on 12 Nov and one was off Aird on 16 Nov. Three flew past
Machrihanish SBO, Kintyre on 20 NoROMARINE SKUA On Tiree, ajuverile was off
Hynish on 12 Nov, an adult flew past Aird on 16 Nov and 2 juveniles were there on 17 Nov.
Two juveniles flew past Machrihanish SBO, Kintyre on 20 NB@QHEMIAN WAXWING

One or two were noted on Islay on 13 Nov and one was at Balephuil, Tir@d diov.
LESSER SCAUPANn adul t femal e was at L@HFRCHARF P hu
(Siberian) One was at Balephuil, Tiree on 17 and 22 NaMERICAN WIGEON A drake

was on floods at Kilmichael Farm, near Campbeltown, Kintyre on 17 and 22 SOW
BUNTING One was at Ardnave, Islay on 18 Nov and one was at The Oa, Islay on 21 Nov.
GREY PHALAROPE One flew past Machrihanish SBO, Kintyre on 19 Nov and one was on
Oronsay, Colonsay on 20 NolZONG-TAILED DUCK Five flew past Machrihanish SBO,
Kintyre on 20 Novwith a high count of 15 in Loch Indaal, Islay on 30 NG@OMMON
SANDPIPER A late bird was at the mouth of the Killail Burn, Otter Ferry, Cowal on 23 Nov.
BARN SWALLOW A late bird was at Gartmain, Islay on 23 Nov.

~ December ~

LITTLE GULL A near adult (thid-winter) and an adult were at Loch Gilp, Méidgyll from 6
Dec and seen infrequently until February 2038l0W BUNTING One was at Gott tip, Tiree
on 9 Dec.GREEN-WINGED TEAL A drake was at the RSPB Loch Gruinart, Islay from 14
Dec and remained throughotite winter period BOHEMIAN WAXWING Seven were in
Bowmore, Islay on 22 De&AMERICAN WIGEON On Islay the drake (first seen at Ardnave
Loch on 12 Sep) was reported again at the RE& Gruinart on 24 Dec.

f
F
/

- AR o =

YoungLong-eared owl Coloy(a‘d\Jardine
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ABR
ABRC
ARSG
AOB
AON
AOS
BBRC
BBS
BOURC
BTO
ca

cf
CBC
CES
et al.
excl.
hr/hrs
imm.
inc.
JNCC
juv./juvs.

Machrihanish SBO

max.

min.

Moine Mhor NNR

NNR
nir
nr.

RSPB Loch Gruinart

SAMS

Sd.

SBO

SBR

SBRC

SNH

Taynish NNR
Ters.

TIARG

TTV

Viz

WeBS

2CY, 3CY etc

Symbols and abbreviations

Argyll Bird Report
Argyll Bird Records Committee
Argyll Raptor Study Group
apparently occupied burrows
apparently occupied nesttes
apparently occupied sites
British BirdsRarities Committee
Breeding Birds Survey
British Ornithologistsd Union
British Trust for Ornithology
circa = approximately
confer= compare
Common Birds Census
Constant Effort (ringing) Site
et alia= and others
excluding
hour/hours
immature
including
Joint Nature Conservation Committee
juvenile/juveniles
Machrihanish Seabird Observatory
maximum (the highest of 2 or more counts at a
given locality during the period being analysed)
minimum
Moine Mhor NationaNature Reserve
National Nature Reserve
not recorded (in tables of counts, where no count was made)
near
Loch Gruinart RSPB Reserve
Scottish Association for Marine Science
Sound
Seabird Observatory
Scottish Bird Report
Scottish Birdd®Records Committee
Scottish Natural Heritage
Taynish National Nature Reserve
Territories
Treshnish Isles Auk Ringing Group
Timed Tetrad Visit in connection with the Bird Atlas.
Videlicet = namely
Wetland Bird Survey
Bird ages: seceatendar year, third calendar year etc.
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Systematic List for 2015

The following systematic list includes entries 228 Category A,B and C specierecorded in

Argyll during 2015(cf. average 223pedes during the years 1992014)and is well down on

the recenhigheraverage of 235 species (202014).0Onenew speciesvasaddel to the Argyll

list in 2015(Egyptian Goose) which stood at 35@ecies seen up to the end of 20Cnly one
category E speciesas recorded in 201@/Auscovy Duch.

All species that have occurred in Argyll are listed here other than Category B (i.esspec
recorded in Argyll sincestJanuary 1950): Redr e st ed P o c h a rpetrel, Whitd s o n
faced Storrpet rel , Ameri can Bittern, Sor a, Litt]l e
Cirl Bunting. They are not referred to further in the follmg Systematic ListGaelic names are
included wherever possibl&or description rart i es t he observerds na
finder noted first.

MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor Eala

AMBER LIST A widespread and fairly common breeding species on the maitland Tiree:
scarcer on the other large islands. Not recorded recently on Colonsay until 1999. Flocks
gather at favoured localities throughout the year, especially during moult but in decreasing
numbers in autumn and winter.

Winter/spring The highest caout reported was 53 at the 4 main freshwater lochsTiose
during the WeBS Count on 19 Jan. The only counts in double figures elsewhere were 23 at Loch
Skerrolsislay on 19 Jun, 11 at Ulva Lagoons (Loch Sweéfiyl-Argyll on 26 Jan, 11 at
Ardnave Lochlslay on 9 Feb and 11 during the WeBS Count at Loch Btha:-Argyll on 22
Jan.

Breeding/summerBy the end of Apr a minimum of 10 nesting pairs had been locatddrea

at 8 sites. However, it was a poor breeding season there with just b/4 at The ReekooH at
Bhasapol and b/1 at Loch a' Phuill remaining at the end of Aug. Elsewhere, pairs with young
were noted at: Loch Doklull b/5 on 29 May, Aoradlslay b/5 on 16 Jun, Ardnave Lodblay

b/6 on 22 Jun, Ardencaple (SeMid-Argyll b/1 on 8 Sep and RSPBoth Gruinartislay (2
pairs/2 young). Pairs on nests were also reported from: LoclivB#igon 12 May, Glas Eilean
(Mucraidh)Juraon 16 May and Eilean Gamhna (Loch Melfdvtid-Argyll on 30 May.
Autumn/winter The highest count reported was 43 at the &nnfreshwater lochs offiiree
during the WeBS Count on 16 Nov and Loch Swigka-Argyll had 34 during the WeBS Count
on 17 Oct. Higher counts elsewhere included: 31 at Ulva Lagoons (Loch SwieeAfgyll on

11 Oct, 20 at Ardnave Loclslay on 04 Nov, 19 aBowmorelslay on 30 Nov, 18 at Loch
Skerrolsislay on 19 Dec, 15 at Gartmain (Loch Indakdlay on 10 Oct, 19 during the WeBS
Count at Loch EtivéMid-Argyll on 11 Sep, 12 at Loch Gilid-Argyll on 4 Sep and1 at Loch
Gruinart Flooddslay on 15 Dec.

BEWICK'S SWAN (TUNDRA SWAN) Cygnus columbianusEalabheag

AMBER LIST Formerly more frequent, mainly on Islay and in Kintyre but now a veare
autumn and spring migrat: only two records since 1996: three adults at Ardnave Loch Islay
in Nov 2003 anl four birds at Stewarton Kintyre in Mar 2005.

No records.



WHOOPER SWAN Cygnus cygnusEalafhiadhaich

AMBER LIST A common passage migrant: smaller numbers wintering. Loch a' Phuill
(Tiree) is a site of national imprtance for wintering birds. A few birds summer in most years
and breeding has been recorded.

Winter/spring The highest count reported was 272 on 24 MaT,ree island total which
included 220 at Loch a' Phuill (Table 1). Fewer were recorded elsewhereigher counts
included: 90 at head of Loch Gilp on 5 Apa 80 at ColintraiveCowal on 13 Mar, 50 flying
north over Lochgilpheaiid-Argyll on 25 Mar, 44 at Ormidal€owal on 23 Mar,42 at Add
EstuaryMid-Argyll on 4 Apr,40 at Gigalum Bay (Gighafintyre on 18 Mar, 40 at Gruinart
Flatslslay on 7 Apr, 35 at Cruachan Treshnighill on 14 Mar, 30 at Ardnave Lodklayon 13
Jan, 30 on Loch Gilpid-Argyll on 8 Apr, 22 at Oronsa§olonsayon 22 Mar, 19 at Loch na
Keal Mull on 18 Mar and 19 at Loch Tarbduraon 24 Mar.

Breeding/summer Up to 7 were recorded at various sites @olonsay Islay, Kintyre, Mid-
Argyll, Mull andTireeduring late May, Jun and Jul but with no indication of breeding
Autumn/winter Early arrivals included: 4 at MachrihanisBS Kintyre on 27 Aug, 8 at Loch a'
Phuill Tireeon 19 Sep and 3 at Ardnave Logay on 27 Sep. The peak count for passage birds
at Loch a' PhuillTireewas 402 on 28 Ocbut on 5 Nova total of 502 were counted around the
island7 a record count foffiree High counts elsewhere included: 365 flying over Kilchoman
Islay on 14 Nov, 328 in Loch Indadlay on 25 Oct, 258 at RSPB Loch Gruingstay on 14
Nov, 232 at Ardnave Loclslay on 14 Nov, 160 at Coull Fartslay on 25 Oct, a total of 110
flying out to sea from Loch Gorrislay on 11 Nov, 84 at Kinnabus (The Oa)ay on 15 Nov,

74 at Loch Pottie (Poit na-fy Mull on 20 Nov, 61 at Ulva Lagoons (Loch Swedfiy-Argyll

on 1 Nov, 57 at Easter Ellistesiayon 17 Nov, 50 at Loch Skerralslay on 2 Nov,ca 40 flying
east at The LaggaKintyre on 7 Nov and 39 on Orons&@polonsayon 30 Oct. Smaller numbers
were reported widely elsewhere during Oct and Nov but the only counts in double figures during
Dec were: 11 on on Orons&plonsayon 2 Dec, an all istad count of 90 oTireeon 810 Dec,

12 at Clachan Souridid-Argyll on 13 Dec and 10 at RSPB Loch Gruinkstay on 15 Dec.

Table 1. Maximum monthly counts of Whooper Swans on Tiree and at Loch Gruinart in 2015.
Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun| Jul | Aug | Sep| Oct | Nov | Dec
Gruinart | 5 2 23 |14 |6 5 1 |- - 22 | 258 | 10
Tiree 140] 108 | 272 | 108 | 7 5 6 |7 17 | 376] 502 | 90

Whooper Swans Tiree (John Bowler)
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BEAN GOOSE Anser fabalis Muir-ghéadh

AMBER LIST A vagrant recorded in only tewof the 33 years between 1980 and 2012. Two
races have occurred in Argyll: A. f. fabali
the more frequent, and A. f. rossicus or 6
occurred in Mar 2004, twice in Hv-Dec 2011 and three records from 2012.

No records.

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE Anser brachyrhynchusGéadhgorm

AMBER LIST There are variable numbers on passage, with occasional large flocks but
relatively few oveiwinter.

Winter/sping The only flocks of any size comprised 20 grounded on shore in heavy rain at
InverarayMid-Argyll on 12 Mar, 75 heading north offshore at Caliach Pidinlt on 18 Apr and

27 flying north at Craignurdlull on 19 Apr. Otherwise only single birds wergaoeted, from
Islay, Mid-Argyll andTiree

Autumn/winter The first birds of autumn were 3 at RSPB Loch Gruinsldy on 13 Oct.
Thereafter very few were reported anywhere in Argyll, with 11 at The Lalgagre on 4
Nov, the only count in double figureQtherwise up to 8 were seen at various locations in
ColonsayIslay, Kintyre, Mid-Argyll, Mull andTiree until mid-Dec.

GREATER WHITE -FRONTED GOOSE Anser albifrons Geadhbhlar

RED LIST Both the nominate European and the Greenland races haveuo@ in Argyll.

The Greenland race A. a. flavirostris winters in a small number of traditional haunts, and is
also a passage migrant. Argyll holds about 50% of the world population of this race in winter
and all the locations where they occur regularly easites of international importance in the
UK. The European race A. a. albifrons is a rare vagrant.

60 GREENL AND 6 -FRONTEDESOOSE A. a.flavirostris
Winter/spring The SNH ceordinated count in Mar produced a total of 6,828 birds in Argyll
(Table 2. This is, by some margin, the lowest spring count in Argyll for many yeakintgre
birds were at: The Laggan (893), Clachan (33), Tayinloan (785), Gigha (130) and Glenbarr (0).
In Mid-Argyll birds were at: Danna (0), Keills (0), Ulva (15) and Moinkdvl(8) [SNH Goose
Project]. Significant counts elsewhere included: 170 at Loch Clach a' Bislaj®n 2 Mar,61
at Coshandrochaid (Loch Sweeévi)d-Argyll on 8 Feb, 63 at Loch na Cille (Loch Sweafijl-
Argyll on 22 Feb, 51 at Ulva Lagoons (Loch Swe#fig-Argyll on 11 Jan, 53 Inverfolla
(Appin) North Argyll on 28 Jan and 50 Ardnaclach (AppNprth Argyllon 28 Jan. The last
reported onevasat BalevullinTireeon 23 May.
Summer No records were received for the periodstay to earlyOct.
Autumn/winter The first reported returning birds were 7 at Loch Skertslay on 6 Oct.
Numbers then built up steadily until 628 were counted at RSPB Loch Gristearon 28 Oct
and 600 at The Laggdfintyre on 2 Nov. In the following days 51were found at LochdRiain
Tireeon 5 Nov, 28 at Ardnaclach (AppiNorth Argyllon 6 Nov, 115 on Oronsdyolonsayon
14 Nov, 550 at The Laggdtintyreon 20 Nov, 24 at Loch na Cille (Loch Sweanid-Argyll on
6 Dec, 45 at Ulva Lagoons (Loch Swedid-Argyll on 20 Dec and 4@n OronsayColonsay
on 31 Dec.
The ceordinated count in Dec produced a total of 7,973 birds in Argyll. Although slightly up on
Dec 20146s <count of 7,133, cf%earsbirds ; Dex 2013) | a
(Table 3) TheKintyre birds wereat: The Laggan (1,621), Clachan (0), Tayinloan (515) Gigha
(0) and Glenbarr (64). INid-Argyll birds were at: Danna (0), Keills (153) Ulva (50) and Moine
Mhor (3).
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Table 2. Number of Whitéronted Geese in Argyll areas in spring (per SNH).

March 2015.

Kintyre | Mid-Argyll | Lorn | Mull | Coll | Tiree | Colonsay| Oronsay| Islay | Jura
1,841 | 23 n/r 25 126 | 748 | 66 0 3,995 4

Table 3. Numbers of Whitffonted Geese in Argyll areas in winter (per SNH).
December 2015.
Kintyre | Mid-Argyll | Lorn | Mull | Coll | Tiree | Colonsay| Oronsay| Islay | Jura
1,621 | 206 n/r 13 n/r | 698 |59 14 4,644 4
There were also 180 on Bute, which is outwith the Argyll recording area.

60 EUROPEANO -FRENTEHDEGOOSE A. a.albifrons
The European racé\. a. albifrons is a scarcevisitor in small numbers.
No recods

LESSER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE Anser erythropus Geadhbhlarbeag
A vagrant two records;both on Islay in Mar 1980 and Mar 1986
No records.

Greylag GeeseMid-Argyll (Jim Dickson)

GREYLAG GOOSE Anser anser Geadhglas

AMBER LIST A resident: with an increasing breeding population. Some may be native birds
that have colonised from the Outer Hebrides, while birds of introduced origin breed in-Mid
Argyll. Now that it is no longer possible to distinguish between them, WeBS refers to ésem
6British/Ilrishdéd and identifies Tiree as a
reported from most areas.

Winter/spring An all-island count ofTireeon 1314 Jan found 2,216 birds. Mid-Argyll on 8
Jan, 50+ were at the head of do Craignish, 30 at Kilmelford and 95 at Slockavullin.
Elsewhere, 195 were at BlarcreBorth Argyll on 22 Jan, 120 at Poltallodlid-Argyll on 24
Jan, 60 at Blackmill Bay (LuingMid-Argyll and 110 at Craobh Haveviid-Argyll on 31 Jan,
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235 at BallymeanocMid-Argyll on 11 Feb, on Gigha 170 at Ardlamey and 112 at Gigalum Bay
(both GighaKintyre) on 18 Mar and 60 at Balvicar (Seiflid-Argyll on 29 Mar. On The Laggan
Kintyre, 620 were counted between Kilmichael and East Chiscan, in three flocks, on 28 Feb. |
Mar, the SNH cenrdinated goose count recorded a total of 4,591 birds in Argyll, of which 2,123
(46.2%) were ofiree(Table 4)

Breeding/summer 32 fledged broods totalling 121 young were foundCmhonsay4 to 7 Apr.

The firstfledged brood®n Tireewere at Balephuil on 14 May and by the end of May 18 broods
(mean = 3.7) were seen on Loch a' Phuill. Four adults with 7 goslings were found at New Danna
(Loch SweenMid-Argyll on 17 May and pairs with young were also reported from Mok,
Kerrera Mid-Argyll, Aros CastleMull, Loch Conailbhdslay, Ardnavelslay and RSPB Loch
Gruinartislay.

Autumn/winter The peak count ofiireewas 1,903 on 24/25 Aug {of 1,587 aged, 472 (29.7%)
were juveniles mean brood size 2.54 (N = 186 broods)}. Larger courssvétere included:
1,140 at Loch Gruinart Flatslay on 20 Aug, 929 onslay (SNH international Goose Count.
Average of 17 and 18 Nov), 820 at Machir Bajay on 4 Nov, 352 at Bowmorkslay on 16

Aug, 310 on and around Sdaeeon 9 Jul, 250 at InveregganNorth Argyllon 14 Sep, 225 on
Luing Mid-Argyll on 10 Oct, 220 at The Lagg#intyre on 9 Sep, 135 at Crossapol Duigs|

on 7 Sep and 134 at SlockavulMid-Argyll on 26 Dec.

The ceordinated count in Dec produced a total of 3,921 birds in Argyiktach 1,696 (43.2%)
were onTiree (Table 5) Even allowing for the lack of a count fro@oll this is well down on
recent years.

Table 4. Numbers of Greylag Geese in Argyll areas in spring (per Tracey Johnston SNH).
Mar 2015.

Kintyre | Mid-Argyll | Lorn | Mull | Coll | Tiree | Colonsay| Oronsay| Islay | Jura
1,204 | 216 n/r 0 489 | 2,123 125 4 430 | O

Table 5. Numbers of Greylag Geese in Argyll areas in winter (per Tracey Johnston SNH).
Dec 2015.
Kintyre | Mid-Argyll | Lorn | Mull | Coll | Tiree | Colonsay| Oronsay| Islay | Jura
1,328 | 187 n/r 0 n/r | 1,696 107 0 596 |7
There were also 1,140 on Bute, which is outwith the Argyll recording area.

SNOW GOOSE Anser caerulescengGéadhban

The small introduced population on Coll breeds on a small-sffore island and is now vg
sedentary. Stragglers among wintering goose flocks of other species are probably often
genuine vagrants.

No reports received from outwith therél population orColl, where:

Breeding/summer16 birds (8 prs) were noted as nesting on Soa island, afin@dwuing Coll

on 23 Apr, however success appears to have been low, as 20 adults and no juvs were recorded :
Airleod Coll on 27 Aug. This compares with a usually low production of betweehybung

from 20092014.

GREATER CANADA GOOSE Branta canaderis Geéadhdubh

The resident population on Colonsay was introduced in 1934. Regular breeding has taken
place since 1992 in Midhrgyll in increasing numbers, with increasingly frequent breeding
attempts elsewhere. A transatlantic origin seems probabteaft least some of the medium
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sized and small individuals seen in winter goose flocks on Islay and TiSs= also_esser
Canada Goose below.

Winter/spring The largest flock reported was 210 at Ballymeanoch (Moine Mhor k)
Argyll on 11 Feb. Othemrge flocks included: 200 at Loch Crensorth Argyllon 7 Feb, 135 at
Port AppinNorth Argyllon 8 Feb, 102 at Inveresragan (Loch EtiNeyth Argyllon 22 Jan, 72
at Ulva Lagoondviid-Argyll on 15 Feb, 69 at Blackmill Bay (Luingjid-Argyll on 14 Mar, 48
at Barbreck (ArdfernMid-Argyll on 31 Jan and 35 at Peninu€intyre on 31 Jan. Smaller
numbers were recorded on the outer islands with 24 at Craighotessen 3 Jun, a max of 53 on
OronsayColonsayon 18 Feb, orislay a max of 4 at Easter Ellister onApr, a max of 4 on
Tireeof 4 at Heylipol on 17 Mar and a pair were at ArinagBofl on 23 Apr.
Breeding/summer No data was recorded this year in thgyll part of the SAMS study area.
Broods of young or other evidence of breeding was reported from lottegions inColl (1),
Colonsay(2), Cowal (2), Jura (1), Mid-Argyll (8) andMull (3).

Autumn/winter The highest number reported at this time was 137 at Taynish (Loch Sween)
Mid-Argyll on 17 Oct. Other largeftocks included: 134 at Inveremyan (Loch Eve) North
Argyll on 12 Dec, 130 at the Add Estudd-Argyll on 23 Jul, 127 at Ulva Lagoohid-Argyll
on 11 Oct, 107 at Loch Craignid¥iid-Argyll on 17 Jul, 72 at Loch Etivorth Argyll on 16
Oct, 70 at Portnacroish (Loch Laichjrth Argyll on 21 Novand 68 at Achuaran (Lismore)
North Argyllon 28 Nov. On the outer islands a max of 50 on Oro&#gnsayon 14 Nov, 40
at Mid-Loch FadaColonsayon 17 Oct.

LESSER CANADA GOOSE Branta canadensis interior/parvipes

Al so known as To dhd smceCaaenbaingaongdideredsbg thedBBRG. The
race interior breeds NE Canada from Hudson Bay to Baffin Island and NW Greenland
wintering in SE USA. The raceparvipes breeds W Alaska, E to Yukon Territory and most
winter Washington and OregonOne was renained at Rhunahaorine, Kintyre from 2012
until 20 Mar 2013.

Autumn/winter Onlslay2 T o dhteriog wefe in the Gruinart and Loch Gorm areas from 18
to at least 31 Oct and a singarvipesbird wasalso in this area from 20 QcAll were seen
well and photographecoweverhave notyetbeensubmitted to the BBRC.

CACKLING GOOSE Branta hutchingiminima

Thi species group has recently been accept
Canada Go oAdran8atlantic prigia seemsnobablefor most of theséautchinsii birds
beingfrom the Canadian High ArcticThe BBRC are still considering numerous records from
previous years with the following now accepted:

1984 One at Loch Gruinatslay on 26 Mar [R. A. Hume].

2009 One at Cornaigmor&ireeon 8 Jan to 7 Mar [John Bowler et al.].

2013 One atlLoch Gruinartislay9 Oct to 26 Mar 2014 [C. Bradshatal]

2014 Two at Loch Gruinartslayto 22 Feb then one to 26 M§E. Bradshawet al].

(See list of rejected, pending etc. recordpdr4 including:

Winter/spring Onehutchinsiiwasseen well and photograph&om the Loch Indaal and Loch
Gruinart areas between 14 Jan and 16 Mar, howeveulmoission as yeb the BBRC.
Autumn/winter Onehutchinsiiwasseen well and photograph&@m north Islay from 20 Oct
and occassionalto 1 Nov. Again no submission as ydb the BBRC, therefore thispecieds
not included in the yearlgpeciedotal, but highlighted here to prompt submission
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BARNACLE GOOSE Branta leucopsis Cathan

AMBER LIST Approximately two thirds of the Greenland population winter in Argyll, mostly
on Islay with smaller numbers elsewhere. Coll, Colonsay, Islay, and Tiree are sites of
international importance for wintering birds of the Greenta populationof this speciesA

few birds occasionally summer and a few introduced birds have bred on the Rinns of Islay.
Winter/spring In Mar, the SNH ceordinated goose count recorded a total of 45,0dskin
Argyll and is lower tharcounts of 47,479 (Mar 14) ars8,585 (Mar 13) with regional totals
given below in Table 6. The great majority (36,989) of these werkslap Other large site
counts included: ofslay 1,870 at Loch Gruinart on 5 Jan with 1,690 there on 17 Apr, 1,670 at
Loch Kinnabudslay on 14 FebTireewith 1,900 at Balephetrish on 2 Apvlid-Argyll with 280

on Luing on 14 MarJurawith 115 at Eilean na Cille on 13 Mar aflonsay(Oronsay) with
1,200 on 15 Apr. No reports were received froowalor North Argyll.

Summer A bird with a damaged ing, first noted in early May was still present at Gott Bay
Tireeon 27 Jun and a bird was moulting in a flock of Greylags on Gunna Isla@btbfbn 9

Jul.

Autumn/winter The first returning birds otslay were 2 at RSPB Loch Gruinart on 17 Sep with
the first wave of arrivals on 4% October with 224 and 500 birds, then the main arrivals with
17,150 on 12 Oct rising to 21,055 on 14 Oct and 24,330 on 22 Oct. The first arriValansay
was 1 on 25 Sep and direewith 4 birds at Soa Island on 5 Oct. TBEH ccordinated goose
count over 1516 Dec recorded a total of 49,945 birds in Argyll (46,671 in Dec 2014) with
regional totals given below in Table 7. Thday all island total on these dates gave 43,883
however there was a higher count of 48,568 owet8 Nov. Other large site counts included:
2,460 at Oronsagolonsayon 18 Oct, 750 at Balephetriglireeon 27 Oct, 680 at Toberonochy
(Luing) Mid-Argyll on 5 Dec and 180 at Fidd&full on 20 Nov.

Table 6. Numbers of Barnacle Geese in Argyll areaspiimg. (per Tracey Johnston SNH).
Mar 2015.

Kintyre | Mid-Argyll | Mull | Coll | Tiree | Colonsay| Oronsay| Islay Jura
0 741 0 888 | 4,693 | 434 1,281 36,989| 0

Table 7. Numbers of Barnacle Geese in Argyll areas, in winter. (per Tracey Johnston SNH).
Dec 2015.
Kintyre | Mid-Argyll | Mull | Coll | Tiree | Colonsay| Oronsay| Islay Jura
39 427 0 n/r | 3,412 470 1,714 43,883| 0

BRENT GOOSE Branta bernicla Geéadhgot

AMBER LIST A passage migrant, in varying nhumberdew in winter. Most birds seen in
Argyll are of the Pale-bellied raceB. b. hrota. Birds of the darkbellied raceB. b. bernicla
have occurred, mainly on Islay and Tiree, with less than 20 recordser& has been one
record of the Black BranB. b. nigricanson Islay in winter 1989/90.

6 PAIBEEL L | EENT ®SE (B.b. hrota

Winter/spring Most records from Jan to Mar were ksfay and included higher counts at Loch
Indaal with 34 on 1 Jan, 41 on 3 Feb, 42 on 7 Feb and 58 on 1 Mar. 25 were at Loch Gorm on
15 Feb and only one report from Loch Gruinafra single on 1 May. Numbers at Loch Indaal

fell sharply during Apr. OTireethere were several reports e#ilbirdsbut5 at Balephetrish on

20 Apr. 42 were at Glas Eilean (Sound of Isldyja on 4 Apr. OnColonsaya single was on
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Oronsay on 23 Apr td May. A single with a Darkbellied race birdwas at Loch GilpMid-
Argyll on 26 Apr and 4 there on 27 Apr. A single was at Fiddeli on 1 to 7 May.

Autumn/winter The first of autumn were: 35 at Loch Gruinkstay on 13 Sep with a max of 72

on 3 Oct.Elsewhere onslay 45 were at Gartmain (Loch Indaal) on 9 Oct with peaks at the head
of Loch Indaal of 57 on 14 Oct and 64 on 22 Nov. The firsTioeewere 29 on 25 Sep with-1

9 birds until 12 at Traigh Bhi and West Hynish 6d®Oct, 18 at Hynish on®0Oct, 15 at Gott
Bay on 27 Oct, 21 at Balephetrish Bay on 13
Jura 2 were at Glas Eilean on 30 Dec. Oplonsaysingles were at Port Lobh on 27 Sep and
Seal Cottage on 26 Sep, then 3 on Oronsay on 10 {@rctawpeak of 12 there on 28 Oct. A
single was at Loch Crinadid-Argyll on 17 Nov. OrMull a single was at Fidden on 8 Oct then

2 at Killichronan on 29 Oct, 3 at Fishnish Bay on 3 Nov and 6 at Fidden on 20 Nov.

ODARKELLI ED6 BRENTB. bkhaucBE
Spring A single was at Loch GilpMid-Argyll on 26 Apr with a single Paleellied bird [Jim
Dicksonl].

Pale-bellied Brent GeeseTiree (Jim Dickson)

RED-BREASTED GOOSE Branta ruficollis

A vagrant: two records;an adult on Islay, first seen on 2f Oct 2001 and another adult on
Islay from Oct 2012 into Apr 2013.

No records.

EGYPTIAN GOOSE Alopochen aegyptiaca

An introduced species that has naturalised and breeds as a feral species in England,
Denmark and the Netherlands. No previous recerdoted in Argyll.

Spring A single bird was discovered on a large flooded pool at Strath Farm, The Laggan (nr
CampbeltownXintyre on 22 May [Eddie Maguire]. The record was accepted by the SBRC and
now becomes the first record for Argyléee article orpage141).

COMMON SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna Cragheadh

AMBER LIST A widespread, but not very numerous, breeding species around sandy coasts.
The majority are absent from mid\ug to late Oct when they migrate to moulting grounds.
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Winter/spring Highest numbers were found tslay with a peak of 155 at Loch Gruinart on 13
Apr. Other ounts of 10 or more birds, apart from those shown in Table 8, included: 36 on
OronsayColonsayon 9 Feb with 66 there on 3 Mar, 10 Queens Bajonsayon 16 May, 23 at
Loch Skerrolslslay on 8 May, 34 at Lagavullitslay on 10 May, 21 at Salurfireeon 6 Feb
with 43 on 14 Feb and 26 on 7 Apr, 13 at Miltdimee on 16 Mar, 23 at Machrihanish SBO
Kintyreon 16 Mar, 14 at Gigalum Bay (Gighidintyreon 18 Ma and 52 at The Laggdfintyre

on 19 May. Smaller numbers were reported frofid-Argyll at the Add Estuary/Loch Crinan,
Loch Caolisport (Ormsary), Ulva Lagoons, Loch Caithlim (Seil), Keillmdterth Argyll on
Lismore; Cowal at Otter Ferry spit and Kilfian Bay;lslay at Ardbeg, Ardnave, Laphroaig,
Glenegedale, The Oa, and Rhuvaal (Sound of Islay)Kamgre at Dippen Bay, Carskiey and
Tayinloan.

Breeding/summerA total of 20pairs were found oolonsayand at least 6 pairs on Oronsay
Colonsay5 fledged broods totallin@3young were found ofolonsay(exc. Oronsay). The first
broods noted were at the Add Estubtig-Argyll and at Machrihanish SBRintyre on 24 May.
Broods were also reported fronslay at Ardnave, Bowmore, Bruichladdich, RSPB Loch
Gruinart and Rhuvaal LighthousKijntyre at The LagganTiree at Clachan, Salum and Torosa
andMull at Scarisdale Point.

Autumn/winter Very few were noted away frotfslay. 2 were at Lagganulvgull on 21 Nov, 1
on OronsayColonsayon 21 Nov, 1 at Machrihasihn SBOKintyre on 23 Nov, 1 at Kilmtuaig
Tireeon 10 Dec and 4 at Ruaidgreeon 10 Dec were the only reports received.

Table 8 Maximum monthly counts of Shelducks at Loch Gruinart, Loch Indaal, Loch Craignish
and Loch Sween.

Lochs Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov | Dec
Gruinart | 130 | 114 | 96 | 155 | 12 43 | n/r | nir 2 3 117 | 43
Indaal* 11 | n/r | 40 15 21 34 | 14 9 0 0 2 1
Craignish| 4 12 9 4 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sween 1 20 | 30 - - - - - 0 0 - -

* WeBS Counts for Bowmore to Gartbreck.

MANDARIN DUCK Aix gdericulata

An introduced species which has bred regularly, at Loch Eck (Cowal), in recent years. The
present size of the Argyll population (whose origin is unknown) suggests that it may well now
be selfsustaining.

Winter/spring

Reported regularljrom the area around Ford (Loch Ederlim&ig-Argyll, with a male on 4 Jan,

5 (3mm, 2ff) on 5 Mar, 6 (5mm, 1f) on 20 Apr and 5 on 6 May.

Summer/autumnl was at Duiletter (Glen StraBprth Argyllon 18 Jun, with 3 there on 15 Jul.

5 were at FordMid-Argyll on 19 Jul and the only report received from the established
population at Loch EciCowalwas 2 on 10 Oct.

EURASIAN WIGEON Anas penelopeGlaslach

AMBER LIST A scarce and local breeding species: common passage migrant and winter
visitor to al areas.

Winter/spring Many sites held up to 50 birdSites with counts of 50 or more, other than those
listed in Table 9 (which now includes Loch Glgid-Argyll): 108 on floodwater at Kilmichael
(The LagganKintyreon 5 Mar and 98 at Loch Craigniskid-Argyll on 8 Mar.
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Breeding/summer Two pairs were noted at Garmony Polhtll on 20 Apr and a pair was at
ConnelMid-Argylon 1 May, however no evidence of b
Phuill Tiree and a pair at The Reef in Apr, howeverby e May only 2 pair
Phuill and 1 pair at Loch an Eilein in early Jun, but no confirmation of breeding, although noted
as Obreetiikdgd.attUpmpo 3 pairs weldagandd singteS P B
female or eclipse male thera @ Jul, but no confirmation of breeding. At Loch TuNarth

Argyll a pair with 4 ducklings on 23 Jul was the only confirmed record of breeding.
Autumn/winter Sites with counts of 50 or more, other than those listed in Table 9, included:
184 at Ardnavé.och Islayon 2 Oct with a peak of 420 on 1 Nov, 56 at Lochtiuil on 4 Oct,

86 at Ulva LaggomMid-Argyll on 1 Nov, 80 at Loch Skerrolslay on 2 Nov with 61 on 23 Dec,

52 at Strath farm (Lagga®intyreon 11 Nov, 200 at Kilmichael flood§intyre on 22Nov, 100

at OronsayColonsayon 24 Nov with 50 on 17 Dec, 50 at Salen Bayll on 26 Dec and 53 at
Gearach (nr Port Charlotteslay on 27 Dec.

Table 9.Maximummonthly counts of Wigeon at regularly monitored sites that held 50 or more
birds in winter, vz.: Lochs Gruinart and Indaal, Islay; Lochs Crinan, Etive, Gilp and Sween,
Mid-Argyll; Holy Loch, Cowal and on Tiree.

Lochs Jan| Feb| Mar | Apr | May | Jun| Jul | Aug | Sep| Oct | Nov | Dec
Gruinart* | 177 | 141 | 161 | 18 2 4 0 1 6 11 | 300 | 112
Indaal** | 171 | n/r | 30 | n/r | nIr 0 0 0 |135| 458]| 436 | 115

Crinan 84 | 73 | 67 | 14 0 0 0 0 68 | 258 | 375 | 151

Gilp 50 | 70 | 42 0 0 0 0 13 | 54 | 282 | 252 | 197

Etive 72 | 130| 82 | nir | nlr | nir {nir| nlr | 47 | 55 | 57 96

Sween 40 | 110| 42 | n/r | n/r | n/r | n/r| n/r | 39 | 108 | n/r | nir
Holyloch | 82 | 93 | 34 | n/r [ n/r | n/r|{n/r| nir | O | 81| 53 | 55

Tiree 221|398 | 265 | 70 5 5 0 19 | 77 | 320 | 393 | 257

* Including Loch Gruinart Floods ** WeBS Counts for Bowmore to Gartbreck.

AMERICAN WIGEON Anas americana

A rare visitor: tenor more records.

Autumn/winter Three records of dka&s.An eclipse male was at Ardnave Loldhay on 14 Sep
and remained there until at least 19 Oct [Jim Dickebral]. An adult male was at Loch
BhasapolTireeon 21:220ctmovi ng t o Lam @hOctawhereRthnaindd luntil 16
Nov [John Bowleret al.]. A first-winter male was on flooded fields at Kilmichael farm (just
north of CampbeltownKintyre on 17 and 22 Nov [Chris Bradshaw, Andy Mclketeal]. All
records were accepted by the ABRC.

GADWALL Anas streperalLachghlas

AMBER LIST A scarce but regular passage migrant and winter visitor with most recent
records from: Islay, Kintyre, MidArgyll, and Tiree. Breeds sporadically on Islay and Tiree.
Winter/spring Birds were reported regularly at RSPB Loch Gruinglay, with peaks of 4 on
18 Mar, 9 on 18 Apr and 7 on 12 May. The only other records werEreg with a pair at
Sandaig on 14 Jan, a pair at Loch a' Phuill on 8 Feb, 2 at Knock (Loch naVKdlabn 24 Jan,
a pair at Oronsagolonsayin Apr and 2 pasl N at Machrihanish SBRintyre on 5 May, also
an eclipse male and fresh female there on 4 Jul.

Breeding/summer On Islay there were 4 pairs at RSPB Loch Gruinart and up to 6 pairs on
Tireewhere a female with a b/6 in Jul. A pair remained on Oro@sdgnsayApr to Augwith a
b/10 from 10 Jun and 10 figed by 4 Aug.
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Autumn/winter On Islay 6 were at RSPB Loch Gruinart on 14 Sep, with last report of 6 there
on 17 Nov, 4 at Ardnave Loch on 10 Oct, 2 at Loch Skerrols on 2 Nov and 4 at Loch Gorm on
22 Nov.OnTiree5 wer e at Loch Bhasapol on 31 Aug,
there on 11 Nov. Elsewhere, 2 were at Ballachuan Loch (8&hArgyll on 7 Nov and 5 were

at KnockMull on 2 Dec.

EURASIAN TEAL Anas crecca Crannlach

AMBER LIST A widespread but uncommon breeding species: common passage migrant and
winter visitor.

Winter/spring The only counts of 50 or more birds away from the sites listed in Table 10 below
were are: at the Holy LodBowalwith 177 on 19 Jan, 121 on 9 Feideb3 on 10 Mar and Loch
SweenMid-Argyll with 116 on 20 Jan. Other sites with smaller, but notable counts, included 37
at Balvicar Lagoon (SeilMid-Argyll on 31 Jan, 38 at Loch Etiwdid-Argyll on 22 Jan, 26 at
Airds Bay (Taynuilt)Mid-Argyll on 22 Janand 21 at Loch CreraXorth Argyllon 8 Feb.
Breeding/summerAt least 20 pairs were at likely breeding locationsTineein May, one nest
found on 5 May, and a female with b/4 on 11 JurCdwal 2 pairs were at Powder Dam on 14
Apr and 3 pairs at LocMelldalloch on 16 Apr. Orislay 19 pairs were at RSPB Loch Gruinart
and 12 birds at 3 sites Apdun.

Autumn/winter Counts of 50 or more birds, other than those listed in Table 10, included: 50 at
Loch Gormlslay on 9 Oct, 90 at Machir Balslay on 3 Nov vith 308 there on 5 Nov, 117 at
Knock Mull on 21 Nov, 66 at the Holy LocGowal on 19 Oct with 61 there on 14 Dec. The
highest count fronkKintyre was 20 at the Laggan on 17 Sep.

Table 10.Maximum monthly counts of Teal at RSPB Loch Gruinart and Loch lihslag,
Loch Crinan MidArgyll and on the Tiree freshwater lochs (i.e. all monitored sites which
regularly held 100+ birds in the winter months).
Lochs Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun
Gruinart* | n/r | 465 | 226 | nir 0 16
Indaal** | 212 | 61 | 59 | n/r | n/r 4
Crinan 78 | 29 | 38 | 12 0 0 0 35 |105| 75 | 51

Tiree 530 | 529 | 91 9 1 1 3 | 150| 80 | 310 | 503
* Including Loch Gruinart Floods ** WeBS Counts for Bowmore to Gartbreck.

|| Aug | Sep| Oct | Nov | Dec
0 n/r | 684 | 208 | 226
0 0 57 | 210 | 413

o|o|lo|o|E

GREEN-WINGED TEAL Anas carolinensis

A rare visitor: 22 or more records since 1980, mostly on Islay or Tiree: some records may well
involve returning individuals.

Winter/spring A male was at RSPB Loch Gruindstay 26 Mar1 Apr [R. McNab, James How

et al] and most likely the same birdas at the distillery pond Bruichladdi¢slay on 28 Mar
[David Clugston]. A male was at Loch an Eildiimteeon 1314 Apr [John Bowler].

Winter A drake was at RSPB Loch Gruindstay on 15 Nov to 2Dec [Mary Redman, Roger
Broad David Jardinest all.

MALLARD Anas platyrhynchosLachriabhach

A common breeding, passage and wintering species

Winter/spring Counts of 30 or more birds, other than those listed in Table 11, included: 35 at
Ederline farmMid-Argyll on 15 Jan, 38 at Loch Crerhlorth Argyll on 19 Jan with 54 on 7 Feb,

32 at Loch GilpMid-Argyll on 18 Jan with 31 on 7 Feb, 112 at Knock (Loch na Kidall) on
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21 Jan, 44 at Conn®lid-Argyll on 22 Jan, 150 at Ormsa¥id-Argyll on 24 Jan and 48 at Loch
SweenMid-Argyll on 9 Feb.

Breeding/sunmer On Islay there were 50 pairs at RSPB Loch Gruinart and 9 pairs at Ardnave
Loch. Several pairs were noted @iree with broods from Apr. Pairs with young were also
reported from: Oronsayolonsay several sites orColonsay Killail and Loch Melldaloch
Cowal, Machrihanish SBXintyre, Conneland Loch na Cilléviid-Argyll and Loch BedVull.
Autumn/winter Counts of 40 or more birds, other than those listed in Table 11, included: 40 at
the LaggarKintyre on 3 Aug, 49 at Loch GilpMid-Argyll on 13 Sep with 4 on 16 Oct and 43

on 16 Dec, 55 at Loch Swe#fid-Argyll on 13 Sep with 59 on 17 Oct, 42 at Machrihanish SBO
Kintyre on 20 Sep, 100 at Loch Bdull on 14 Sep, 48 at Loch Skerrdiday on 6 Oct, 57 at
Loch Finlaggarislay on 21 Nov, 180 at Lagganul\dull on 11 Oct and 96 at Ormsalid-
Argyll on 26 Dec.

Table 11 Maximum monthly counts of Mallards at RSPB Loch Gruinart and Loch Indaal, Islay,
Loch Crinan, Loch Etive, Holy Loch and Tiree freshwater lochs (i.e. all regularly monitored
sites which held 50birds in the winter months).

Numbers at most sites were again lower than in recent years.

Lochs Jan| Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun| Jul | Aug | Sep| Oct | Nov | Dec
Gruinart* | 60 | 119]| 112 | 35 - 24 | - - 46 | 43 | 45 | 223
Indaal** 38 | 12 3 17 | 23 - - - 80 | n/r | 121 | 105

Crinan 22 | 19 8 9 nr | nr| 1 24 | 58 | 22 | 14 | 18

Etive 171(148| 39 | n/r | n/r | nir | n/lr| n/r | 103] 99 | 117 | 113
Holy Loch | 112|104 | 63 | n/r | n/r | n/r [ n/r | nlr | nir | 148| 32 | 69

Tiree 68 | 80 | 36 | 16 - - 13| 85 | 125| 153 | 132 | 81

* Including Loch Gruinart Floods ** WeBS Counts for Bowmore to Gartbreck.

-

Malla

rd Mid-Argyll (Jim Dickson)

AMERICAN BLACK DUCK  Anas rubripes
Avagrant:onerecordat Loch aé Phuill., Tiree on 15 Jul
No records.
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NORTHERN PINTAIL Anas acuta Lach-stitireach

AMBER LIST A very scarce breeding species on Tiree and a scarce passage migrant and
winter visitor: regular only on Islay and Tiree.

Winter/spring The highest count was of 54 at RSPB Loch Gruilstaty on 14 Feb and 18 Mar.
Elsewhere, 2 were at Loch RiaghBineeon 19 Jan and 9 Feb, 2 at Loch Crexamth Argyllon

19 Jan and 7 Feb, 22 at Bowmdastay on 19 Jan, 40 at Loch Gortslay on 15 Feb, 1 at the
LagganKintyreon 8 Mar, 1 at Machrihanish SBKintyre on 10 Mar with 3 N past there on 21
Apr.

BreedingsummerUp to 10 pairs were present at five sitesTree during the breeding season
but no youngwereobserved. 22 birds at RSPB Loch Gruinatay on 14 Apr then no further
records until Sep and revidence obreeding.

Autumn/winter The highest counwas 87 at RSPB Loch Gruindgiay on 6 Nov. Numbers on
Tiree peaked at 7 at Loch a' Phuill in Oct and Nov. A drake was at a small inland pond at
BellanochMid-Argyll on 18 Oct, 5 were at Bridgerislay on 20 Oct, 6 at Corsaptdlay on 28

Oct, 2 flew S pst Machrihanish SB&intyre on 31 Oct, with 6 S past there on 11 Nov, 2 at
Machir Baylslay on 4 Nov, 3 at Kilmichael floods (nr Campbeltowintyre on 22 Nov and 1

was at Ulva Lagoons (Loch Sweévi)d-Argyll on 6 Dec.

Table 12. Maximum monthly countsf Pintails at RSPB Loch Gruinart (including Loch
Gruinart Floods), Islay.

Loch Jan| Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun| Jul | Aug | Sep| Oct | Nov | Dec
Gruinart 1 |54 54 | 22 0 0 0 0 7 74 | 87 86

GARGANEY Anas querquedula

AMBERLIST A regular spring visitor tolslay andTiree and has bred inKintyre in 1994, on
Islay in 1997, and on Coll in 2004.

Spring On Tireea pair wvasat Loch Garradh nan Capull (nr Balemartine) on 17 Apr and a male
was at Loch Bhasapol on 42 and 15 Jun. A pairasat RSPB Loch Gruinatslay on 25 to 27

Apr with 3 there on 12 May anidst 1 on 15 Mayand a pair s at OronsayColonsayon 29
Apr.

BLUE-WINGED TEAL Anas discors

A vagrart: two or three recordsall adult males withone on Tiree in May/Jun 1986, one on
Tiree in May 1998, and (possibly the same) one on Islay, also in May 1998.

No records.

NORTHERN SHOVELER Anas clypeata Lach-a-ghuib-leathainn

AMBERLIST A scarce and localised breeding species restricted to Islay and Tiréenbre
numerous as a passage migrant and winter visitor: also largely restricted to Islay and Tiree.
Winter/spring Away from Islay and Tiree [Table 13] the only record was at Westport Marsh
Kintyre with a pair on 14 Apr and last seen on 26 May.

Breeding/summer Up to 15 pairs were noted at 8 sitesTaree and at least 3 broods of young
were seen. Otslay up to 21 pairs were noted at RSPB Loch Gruinart and a pair at Ardnave
Loch. A pair were at Westport Marstintyre on 14 Apr and 26 May but no repsmf young:
however nearby at Strath farm (Lagg#ijityre 7 youngwere seen on 28 Aug. A pair was
OronsayColonsayduring MayJun but no reports of young.
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Autumn/winter The only other recordsveay from Islay and Tiree concerned 4 at Oronsay
Colonsy on 26 Sep, a male off Machrihanish SBntyre and 5 at Strath farm (Laggan)
Kintyreon 28 Oct and 4 Nov.

Table 13.Maximum monthly counts of Shovelers at RSPB Loch Gruinart (including Loch
Gruinart Floods) and on Tiree.

Jan| Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun| Jul | Aug | Sep| Oct | Nov | Dec
L. Gruinart 6 nr | 21 | 41 7 1 1 0 0 3 21 36

Tiree 32| 28| 16 | 30 | 26 2 4 2 2 6 12 | 15

COMMON POCHARD Aythya ferina Lachhrmhasach

RED LIST An increasingly scarce winter visitor and passage migrant, in small numbers,
particularly to: Tiree, Islay, and a few MidArgyll lochs. There has been no confirmed
breeding in recent yeardAll records welcome.

Winter/spring The only record concerned imgle drakeat Loch a' PhuillTireeon 6 Jan.
Autumn/winter On Islay, singles wee at Loch Gorm on 9 and 18 Oct and a high count of 5
there on 4 Nov. A single bird was at Ardnave Loch efiMov, with 3 there on 14 Dec and 2 on
16-17 Dec.

RING-NECKED DUCK Aythya collaris

A rare visitor. 20 records.

Winter/spring The 1ICYmal e fr om Nov 2014 rTéeeantla%ldandt L c
was relocated at Loch an Eilein on 7 Fébhn Bowler]

FERRUGINOUS DUCK Aythya nyroca
A vagrant: one record;a drakewas at Loch Bhasapol, Tiree on 21 to 29 Apr 2003.
No records.

TUFTED DUCK Aythya fuligula Lachthopach

A widespread winter visitor: most numerous on Islay and Tiree. Breeds in small numbers on:
Colonsay, Islay, Mull, and Tiree with scattered paifound throughout mainland Argyll.
Winter/spring Other than those listed in Table 14, the only sites with counts of 10 or more
were: 21 at Loch Kinnabus (The Oa)ay on 20 Jan with a max of 30 on 18 May, 20 at Loch
Ballygrantislay on 9 Feb, 15 at Ardave Lochislayon 1 Mar, 10 at Lily LocHslay on 24 Mar,

15 at Loch SeiMid-Argyll on 7 Feb, 10 at Balnagown Loch (LismoN9rth Argyll on 8 Feb

and 17 at Loch Leathavlid-Argyll on 23 Feb.

Breeding/summer Approx. 21 pairs were present diiree with at least 9 broods of young

|l ocated and an 6éexcellent breeding yeardé. E
were at Ardnave Loclslay, a pair at RSPB Loch Gruinaslay on 21 May, a pair at Ardtur
(Appin) North Argyllon 3 Apr and 2 pairat Ardencaple (SeilMid-Argyll on 2 May. A male
passed Machrihanish SBKntyreon 2 Jun and an eclipse male was there on 5 Jul.
Autumn/winter Other than those listed in Table 14, the only sites with counts of 10 or more
were: 35 at Loch Gorrislayon 17 Sep with 42 on 9 Oct and a max of 116 on 14 Oct, and 10 at
Loch Finlagganislay on 21 Nov. Elsewhere no site reached 10 or more with the highest
recorded: 6 at Loch Kinnabus (The Qslay on 16 Nov, 9 at Glenastle (The Qa)ay on 14

Dec, 7 at Ballachan Loch (Seil)Mid-Argyll on 7 Nov, 4 at Loch Leathaklid-Argyll on 15

Nov, 5 at Balinoevlid-Argyll on 19 Nov and 9 at Loch Fiart (Lismomgprth Argyllon 28 Nov.
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Table 14.Maximum monthly counts of Tufted Ducks at Ardnave Loch (Islay) and at the four
man freshwater |l ochs on Tiree (mostly at Lo
Jan| Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun| Jul | Aug | Sep| Oct | Nov | Dec
Ardnave | n/r 4 15 | 11 n/r 3 | nir| nir 2 1 3 2
Tiree 119] 138 | 92 71 27 15 | 23| 28 67 | 102| 84 | 100

GREATER SCAUP Aythya marila Lach-mhara

RED LIST A winter visitor and passage migrant with large numbers wintering at Loch Indaal
(Islay): a site of national importance, but scarce and irregular elsewhere. Small flocks of
migrants are sometimes seen during autumn seatches.

Winter/spring OnTireea f emal e/ i mm was at Loch ad Phui
Bhasapol on 4 to 13 May and a malslaalwepats at
came from Loch Indaal with 66 there on 17 Jan, 77 on 3rd and 7 Feb and 12 on 1 Ma
Autumn/winter On Islay counts at Loch Indaal included 18ereon 10 Oct, rising to 39 on 22

Oct, 43 on 27 Oct, 48 on 4 Nov, 54 on 26 Dec and 72 on 31 Dec. The only report away from
Islaywas of a f emal e/ Tireeom3a®ctthdDNoh ad6 Phui | |

LESSER SCAUP Aythya affinis

A vagrant four records; Islay in Nov 1998, Loch Leathan, MidAr g y | | in Dec 20
Phuill, Tiree in Nov 2006, and Loch Skerrols, Islag Jan 2009.

Winter An adult female was at Lochba P HTinee dnl 16 Nov [John Bowler]. Record was
accepted by the SBRC.

COMMON EIDER Somateria mollissimaLach-Lochlannach

AMBER LIST A resident breeding bird: common on all suitable coasts, especially on the
Clyde. The Firth of Clyde is aite of national importance for Eiders. Large flocks of moulting
drakes and firstyear birds gather at some sites during Jun to Sep.

Winter/spring The only counts of 50 or more birds, other than those at sites listed in Table 15,
were: 87 at Kilfinan Bg Cowal on 8 Feb with 97 on 8 Mar and 61 on 19 Apr, 78 at
Machrihanish SBXKintyre on 16 Mar, 120 at Bowmotalay on 20 Apr, 100 at Loch Melfort
Mid-Argyll on 12 Apr, 150 at OrmsaiMid-Argyll on 28 Mar, 55 at Balephetrish Ba@jreeon 8

Jan and 90 at Vé¢ HynishTireeon 21 Mar.

Breeding/summer There wereno data this year from the Argyll part of the SAMS study area.
On Colonsay (inc Oronsay) only 5 broods noted with 14 young (incomplete count). At
Machrihanish SBCKintyre the local population continudgs decline, after a 75% decrease in
2014 only three broods were noted this year (b/1, b2, b/5). On the TreshnidfiuBles single

(b/6) on Lunga and 2 broods on Fladda. Adults with young were also noted as fQltmmed:(4
site),Islay (11 sites)Mid-Argyll (6 sites) Mull (3 sites), and’iree (7 sites).

Autumn/winter The 2015 ceordinated count of Eider in the Firth of Clyde in Sep gave a total
of 2,006 for the Argyll part of the area, including 795 in Loch Fyne. This is a slight decrease
since lasyear, however there appears to be some stabilisation in overall numbers in the Firth of
Clyde since 2010, but still down 67% since 1997. Away from the sites listed in Table 15, counts
of over 50 included: 152 at Campbeltown Ld€mtyre on 30 Sep with 26 there on 30 Oct

(174 males, 74 females and 24 imms), 362 at Otter F&owyal on 27 Jul, 511 on 7 Aug and

432 (237 males, 197 fem/imms) on 14 Sep, 120 at Bruichladdlelf on 29 Sep, 132 at
Bowmorelslay on 3 Nov, 142 at Ormsaiid-Argyll on 26 Dec, 8 at Loch na KedVull on 14

Oct, 210 at West Hynishireeon 17 Aug and 140 at HynisFireeon 28 Sep.
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Table 15.Maximum monthly counts of Eiders at Holy Loch and Loch Long (Cowal) and Loch
Creran (North Argyl) and Sound of Gigha (Kintyre).
Lochs Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep| Oct | Nov | Dec
Holy L. 6 32 | 31 | nir | nlr | nir | nlr| nr | nir|141| 129 | 99
Craignish | 55 34 9 27 3 17 | nir 8 14 | 75 5 52
Creran 7 77 | nir 2 25 nr | nir| nr | nr| 88| nir | nlr
Long* 173 | n/r | 56 46 | n/r | 340|257 | 89 | 90 | 96 | 69 | 114

Sound of | 17 46 18 14 n/r 55 | n/r | nlr | n/r | nir | nlr | nIr
Gigha
* Ardentinny to Strone Point

ONORTHERNG& COMMO HomgtériB iadRissima borealis

No previous Argyll records of this Eider suspecies which breeds in Greenland and northern
Canada.

The following records prewiusly submitted to the BBRC are now no longer being considered
(see note below).

2012.Adult maleTragh BhiTireeon7 Apr.

2013.Adult male West Hynisfiree 8-16 May.

The Bitish Or ni t h ol g irevievs @ evidencecdfor geographic variation in theee
subspeciedorealis, faerensisandmollissimaindicates that no clear subdivisions have been
documented, that variation is mostly clinal, and that recognition of multiple subspecies is
problematic. Thus, all Western Palearctic populations are treated single subspecieS,m.
mol | i § BiOMdao02015) . T Haerce 13 sabd® d © ¢ e $ thesgfore now
regarded as invalid.

The BBRCwelcomes claims alfresseriandv-nigrumbut claims o b o r are Ino leniyer
sought.

KING EIDER Somateia spectabilis

A vagrant: at least 14 Argyll records; all of single maleShe most recent was in Kintyre in
Feb/May 2008.

No records.

HARLEQUIN DUCK Histrionicus histrionicus

A vagrant: one reord; a female was at Claggain Bay, Islay on 20 to 30 Oct 1987 and was
only the fifth Scottish record.

No records.

LONG-TAILED DUCK Clangula hyemalis Eun-buchainn
RED LIST An uncommon winter visitor, most frequent in Sound of Gigha (Kintyre), Coll
Islay, and Tiree. Usually marine but occasionally seen on inland lochs. Occasional summer
records. Now Red Listidree@mssrequréed/ul nerabl ed s
Winter/spring The largest numbers recorded were in the Sound of Gigha off Rhunshaori
PointKintyre where there were 17 on 20 Jan, 14 on 10 Mar, 25 on 2 Apr and 10 still there on 24
Apr. Elsewhere, offireg, 9 were at Hough Bay on 3 Jan, 4 at Balephetrish Bay on 8 Jan, 12 at
Hough Bay on 30 Jan and 8 at Balephetrish Bay on 16 Mar, giecgeto 12 on 23 Mar. On
Islay, 2 were off Bridgend Pier on 14 Jan, with 10 seen in Loch Indaal on 18 Mar and 5 at
Laggan Bay on 3 Feb. The last sighting of the spring was at BreadBalitten 26 Apr.
Summer Unusually one was atoch Gilp Mid-Argyll on 24 Jun.
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Winter/spring The numbers reported were lemthan in the spring. The first noted was one at
Blackrock (Loch Indaal)slay on 13 Oct, followed by one &tynish Tireeon 22 Oct and 10 at
Rhunahaorine Poirintyre on 31 Oct. Away from the usual e 2 were seen off Kerredid-
Argylon 3 Nov and one wa sTireeanl22aModi the only frestonatera 6 P
record during year. Numbers increased at Loch Intie during Nov, with 15 reported on 30

Nov. Small numbers remained arouhidee through until Dec, when one was in Gunna Sound

on 8 Dec and 3 were at Balephetrish Bay on 11 Dec.

Long-tailed Ducks Kintyre (Jim Dickson)

COMMON SCOTER Melanitta nigra Lach-bheagdhubh

AMBER LIST Present throughout thgrear at Loch Indaal (Islay) and in the Sound of Gigha
(Kintyre): a scarce winter visitor elsewhere. The very small breeding population may well
now be extinct.

Winter/spring Regular sightings were received from thr@essthroughout the year (Tablé)1

but numbers reported were significantly lower than last year, with 23 in the Sound of Gigha
Kintyre on Apr (cf 150 off Port Charlottdslay in May 2014). There were other widespread
sightings of small numbers of birds: during winsargles were in th&unna Soundireeon 13

Jan and at Po#n tSalainnMull on 21 Jan, 9 at Ormsamiid-Argyll on 31 Jan and 3 in
Kilfinnan Bay Cowalon 19 Feb. During migration one was on Loch na Kall on 29 Mar, 3

at Loch ScridairMull on 11 Apr, a male flew north &ullipool (Luing) Mid-Argyll on 2 May
and on 23 May 5 were in the Gunna Solir@eand a single at Kiloran Bagolonsay
Breeding/summer During June a pair were seen inland lach Conaibhlelslay on 15 Jun,
however a female ongond on Easter Ellistdslay on 26 Jun was of unknown origin.
Autumn/winter The first postoreeding records were of 15 off Calaich Pdill on 23 Jun and

3 in Loch CraignistMid-Argyll on 7 Jul. A noticeable build up occurred later that month when
276 were counted in the &od of GighaKintyre on 10 Jul and0 were noted off the south end
of OronsayColonsayon 12 JulThree were also aMilton Tireeon 28 Jul. Lateat leasibnewas
noted offlonaMull on 12 Aug, 15 were at Sandaigree on 24 Oct, 58 at Rhunahaorine Point
Kintyreon 13 Oct and 90 in Loch Indalalay on 30 Dec.

Table 16. Maximum monthly counts of Common Scoter at Loch Indaal (Islay), Machrihanish
SBO (Kintyre) and Sound of Gigha (Kintyre)

Jan| Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun| Jul | Aug | Sep| Oct | Nov | Dec
Lochindaal| 12 | n/r | 20 | 10 | n/r | n/r | n/r | n/r | 53 | 70 | 64 | 90

Machrihanish| n/r | n/r 1 n/r nir 6 12 3 9 n/r | nir n/r
SBO

Sound of| 16 | n/r 9 23 20 [ n/r | 276 | n/r | n/r | 58 | n/r | nIr
Gigha
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NB. No regular systematic monitoring was carried out for Loch Indaal as a whole: counts are
therefore casal and incomplete.

SURF SCOTER Melanitta perspicillata

A rare visitor: at least 16ecords.

Summer An adult male was at Loch na Keal (Eorsa) Mull on 13 May [Marcus Conway, John
Dowsonet al] and anotheadut male was near Rhunahaorine Point (Sound of Gigivetyre

on 1611 Jul [Jim Dickson, David Jardine].

VELVET SCOTER Melanitta fusca Lachrdhubh

RED LIST Scarce but regular in and around the Sound of Gigha, and in much smaller
numbers, at Lob Indaal, Islay. The wintering population in the Sound of Gigha is now much
reduced from the population in the 1970s when over 50 were present. Now Red Listed as a
60 Thr eat e nieall @corslgrenairede s

Winter/Spring A female was noted at Rhunahie PointKintyre on 17 Jan, 5 were there on 2

Apr with one o6possibled bird remaining unti
at Loch na KeaMull on 2 Apr, which was also reported there on 26 Apr and 1 May.
Summer/autumn/winter. Only two birds were reported: a male off Eorsa (Loch na Keal) Mull
onl1920 Oct and a o6probabled off Blackrock (Lc¢

COMMON GOLDENEYE Bucephala clangulalLachbhreac

AMBER LIST A common winter visitor: birds are regularly prest in all areas from early

Oct to late Apr with occasional summer records.

Winter/spring Other than those in Tabl&7, the highest count wag0 at the fish hatchery
outfall at the head of Loch na Kddlull on 13 Jan, with 35 still there on 13 Mar. Qthetable
sightings were 5 on the Lismore LodNsrth Argyllon 2 Feb, 16 at Kilmarnock (Loch Striven)
Cowalon 6 Feb, 23 at Loch Gallid-Argyll on 12 Feb, one in Campbeltown Lokintyre on

14 Feb, 9 at Ardnave Lodslay on 4 Mar, 8 at Glenastlslay on 18 Mar and 7 at Airds Bay
Taynuilt Mid-Argyll on 21 Mar. 10 were on Loch Tullorth Argyllon 15 Feb, with 2 still there

on 19 Apr.A female onLoch ChollaColonsayon 27 Apr and a male on Loch an TMull on

29 Apr, were the last spring records.

Breedng/summer The only record between late Apr and mid Oct concerned 3 on Loch
EderlineMid-Argyll on 24 May.

Autumn/winter The first returning birds recorded we8eon Loch Gornislay on 9 Oct. 6 had
returned to Eilean Traighe (Ormsaiyl)d-Argyll by 26 Oct, where 84 were found on 26 Dec. It

is interesting to note that the two most important sites for this species recorded in 2015 were
fish-hatchery outfalls. Other than those listed below, interesting records included one at Strath
Farm (The Laggariintyre from 31 Octi 2 Nov and 4 on Oronsayolonsayon 13 Dec.

Table17. Maximum monthly counts of Goldeneye in: Loch Indaal (Islay), Outer Loch Etive (N
Argyll), Loch Sween (Mid\rgyll), Holy Loch (Cowal) and at the four main freshwater lochs on
Tiree.

Jan | Feb | Mar | Apr Oct | Nov | Dec
L. Indaal 1 n/r 5 2 1 11 5
L. Etive 12 24 5 n/r n/r 3 4
L. Sween 20 21 25 n/r n/r n/r 2
Holy L. 9 7 8 n/r n/r n/r n/r
Tiree 68 69 42 9 17 53 46
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SMEW Mergus albellus Sioltabhreac

A rare winter visita: about 10 records since 1954ast records were at Loch Poit na-h
(Pottie), Mull on 16 May 2004 and off Bowmore, Islay on 21 Dec 2012.

No records.

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER Mergus serrator Sioltadheag

A common resident breeder: large moulting flocks gather, particularly in Loch Indaal (Islay)
and Sound of Gigha (Kintyre) during late summer. The Sound of Gigha (Kintyre) is a site of
national importance for wintering birds. Smahumbers are found on fresh water.
Winter/spring Interesting counts, other than at the regularly counted sites listed in T&ble
included: 43 at KillailCowalon 4 Feb, 16 aroun@lireeon 19 Jan, 46 at Port arSalainnMull

on 21 Jan, 20 at Kilfinan & Cowalon 8 Feb, 6 on Oronsaolonsayon 17 Feb, 6 at Loch na
BreacJuraon 5 Mar, 12 at Loch na KeMull on 29 Mar, 25 at mouth of West Loch Tarbert
Kintyre on 4 Apr, 14 in Dippen Baikintyre on 14 Apr, 14 at Druim na Cloiche (Appihjorth
Argyll on 19 Apr, 34 at Traigh BaghTireeon 13 May and 6 at Arinago@oll on 8 May.
Breeding/summer The breeding population ofiree was estimated to be 10 pairs located in
five different sites. The only bTreeondB8Jolf you
Autumn/winter Around 400 birds were found in the moult flock at the Sound of Gigheyre

on 27 Jul and is the largest count at this important site for some Gioumts of 10 or more,
other than at regularly counted sites listed in TdBle@ncluded: 34 at Ballimore shof@owalon

7 Aug, 12 at Gairletter Poir@owal on 24 Aug, 17 at KilliechronaWull on 3 Sep, 15 at Airds
Bay (Appin) North Argyll on 13 Sep, 36 at Corracl@owal on 23 Sep, 14 at The Strand
Colonsayon 7 Sep, 17 on Orons&plonsg on 11 Oct, 28 at Otter Fergowal on 27 Nov and

10 at Port Ramsay (Lismoriprth Argyllon 28 Nov.

Table 18. Maximum monthly counts of Rédeasted Merganser at: Lochs Gruinart and Indaal
(Islay), Sound of Gigha (Kintyre), Lochs Craignish, CrinanlpGind Sween (Mid\rgyll) and

Holy Loch and Loch LongJowal)

Lochs Jan| Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep| Oct | Nov | Dec
Gruinart* 7 8 16 | 13 | n/r | n/ir | nlr| 5 14 9 32 14
Indaal 20 5 4 56 | 32 | nr| 1 nr | 52 | 99 | 58 | 35
Craignish | 38 | 16 16 | 32 | 28 | 14 | 11| 25 | 62 | 43 7 16
Crinan 6 n/r 6 26 | n/r | nfr |16 | 17 | 23 | 16 | 16 17
Gilp 2 19 33 | n/ir | nir | nir|n/r| nlr | 12| 17 5 12
Holy 11 6 3 nr | nir | nr{nlr| nir | nlr| 12 6 n/r
Long** 6 n/r 10 3 n/r 8 8 12 | 21 5 8 13
Sween 15| 21 12 | 21 8 nr{nfr| nfr | 18 | 17 | n/r | nlr
S. of 4 28 6 5 | nfr |15 | n/r| nir | 41 | n/r | n/r | nir
Gigha

* Including Loch Gruinart Floods. ** Blairmore Farm
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GOOSANDER Mergus merganserSiolta

A scarce breeding species mainly in: Cowal, Midgyll, Mull, and N Argyll. The population

is more widespread in winter but in small numbers

Winter/spring During this period most reports were of31birds; there were no records from
Coll, Colonsay Juraor Tiree The largest counts reported w&rat Loch TullaNorth Argyllon

15 Feb, 6 at Loch BMull on 28 Apr and 4 at Killiechronaklull on 25 Feb. Interestingly 2
were at Rhunahaorine Poliintyre on 17 Jan, 2 on the River Laggiatay on 18 Feb and one at
the head of Loch Inda#dlayon 10 May.

Summer/autumn/winter A | ar ge gathering of Cd&valond?Audhea
with 143(an Argyll record}here on 15 Aug and dncrease on the 118 there on 6 Sep 2813
124 on 27 Aug 2014t is likely this is a group of moulting females with juveniles however still
unclear how far these birds have travelled. Other than the coumich RiddonCowal the
largest counts reported wePd redheads at Hunters Qu@pwal on 11 Aug, 22 at Craignure
Golf CourseMull on 13 Sep, 13 at Croiglull on 5 Aug and then 17 there on 10 Sep, 10 at the
Islandadd BridgeMid-Argyll on 19 Sep, with 11here on 23 Sep and 8 at the head of Loch Gilp
Mid-Argyll on 30 Oct. Away from their more usual sites one was at Castle Skidkér Argyll

on 1011 Jul, 2 were at Balvicar Lagoons (Sél)d-Argyll on 14 Jul and one flew south at
Machrihanish SBQKintyreon 17 Nov.

RUDDY DUCK Oxyura jamaicensis

A vagrant: four records all since 1984, the most recent was at Claddach Loch, Islay on 12th
May 1999.

No records.

COMMON QUAIL Coturnix coturnix Gearradkgort

AMBER LIST A rare and irregular summer vigor: mainly to Kintyre and the islands.
Summer Calling birds were reportedn Tiree at Hynish on 1412 Jun and at Balephuil on 16
Jun-5 Jul andon Islay at Codlabus Wood on 3 Jul and at RSPBch Gruinarton 13 Jul. One
was heard on Oronsayolonsayon 8 and 9 JulA very laterecord of what was thought to be
this specieswas heard calling at RSPB Loch Gruinlatay on 17 Oct.

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE Alectoris rufa Cearecthomaindheargchasach

Birds (some hybrids with Chukar A. chukar)ave been introduced to several areas. Although
this species is in Category C of the British list, populations in Argyll do not appear to be self
sustaining. Since about 2006 records, especially on the mainland and Islay, have been more
frequent presumablys a result of widespread releases.

Birds were seen oolonsayduring the spring (500 released autumn 2013) and they were
widely reported orislay, from MarNov including 17 at Carrabus on 6 Nov. Elsewhere there
were single records fror@owal at Drum Cotage (nr Kilfinan) on 19 Apr, Corra Farm (Otter
Ferry) on 29 Aprll May and Holy Loch on 18 Mar, also at Blarcreen and Inveresidgeh
Argyll on the 25 Jun and 9 Sep respectively.

RED GROUSE (WILLOW GROUSE) Lagopus lagopuscotica Coileachfraoic
AMBER LIST A sparsely distributed, resident, breeding bird.

Winter/spring Most of the records received involved low numbers fiskay, Cowal, Mulland
Mid andNorth Argyll. The highest count was &apul Choiche (GlendarueQowalwith 11 on
27 Jan.
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Breeding Widespread during thbreeding season with most reports fr@owal, Islay, Mull
and Mid-Argyll. A pair with 8 large chicksvasnoted atBeinn Bhuidhe(Calgary) Mull on 30
Jun

Autumn/winter Few recordsverereceived.3 were at Meall Dear¢lorth Agyll on 9 Sep2
were atGlen CanneMull on 14 Sepand onlslay, 2 were at The Oa on 21 Nov and 2 were at
Scarrabus on 31 Dec.

PTARMIGAN (ROCK PTARMIGAN) Lagopus muta Tarmachan

A localised resident breeding bird: generally above 800m in nortld aast Argyll, and on
Mull. All records required.

Winter/spring One was aBen Lui Mid-Argyll on 14 Mar, 7wereatthe Head of Loch Creran
North Argyllon 17 Mar and® were at Glas Bheinn Mhor (Glen Kinglas®yorth Argyll on 4

Apr.

Breeding/summer Only two records of single birdst Beinn NarnainCowal on 25 Apr and
Beinn SgulairdNorth Argyllon 7 Jun.

Autumn/winter Three records of single birdsMeall DeargNorth Argyllon 9 Sep, aCoire na

Capuill (Glen CreranNorth Argyllon 17 Sep and aoire Creagach (Abyssini&owalon 24

Oct.

BLACK GROUSE Tetrao tetrix Caoileachdubh

RED LIST A scarce, localised, resident breeder. Numbers may now be stabilising after a steep
decline. Very thinly distributed in all mainland areas: with a few delay and Jura. All
records required.

Winter/spring Four were at Tom an$aoir (Loch Avich)Mid-Argyll on 22 Jan and 16 Feb, 2
(male & female) were dtoch Tallant (Kildalton)islay, 3 wereat Tom an4Saoir (Loch Avich)
Mid-Argyll on 10 Mar and 12 malegere at Crispie (nr Portavadi€pwalon 16 Apr.
Breeding/summer A single bird was at Tom Mo€owal on 20 Mar and 16 Apr. 3 were
displaying at KilninverMid-Argyll on 30 Apr,6 (5 displaying malesjvere at Craigendive
Cowalon 11 May and a lone male ate@ Kin Cowalon 4 JunRSPB lek surveys (relies on
volunteers & FCS etc torepeat a sample of core leksecorded a total of 95 displaying
males at 34 lek sites throughout Argyll. At a sample of 16 sites monitored in 20thé 2015
population showed a 6% dcline (from 52 to 49) of lekking males. The largest leks recorded
were 9 males in the Tullochgorm areaVid-Argyll and 5 males on a farm in NE Loch
Aweside Mid-Argyill.

Autumn/winter Two were at ConneéMid-Argyll on 12 Dec.

WESTERN CAPERCAILLIE Tetrao uogallus Capaltcoille

RED LIST A once rare resident. There have been a few records from-®igyll, and they

are known to have bred in Cowal in 1993. However, with no recent records in either locality,
or elsewhere, it seems likely that Capercaillgedurrently extinct in Argyll.

No records.

GREY PARTRIDGE Perdix perdix Cearcthomain

A very localised distribution. Introductions, which take place in several areas, do not appear
to result in selfsustaining populations. All records required.

No records.



COMMON PHEASANT Phasianus colchicusEasag

May be abundant, in those parts of Argyll, where birds are released for shooting. Reports
from Jura and North Argyll are rare.

Large numbers were widely reported tshay throughout the year, including 20 at Loch a'
Gheoidh (Sunderland) on 18 No%2 were at Loch nam Brealura on 5 Mar and smaller
numbers were widely reported fro@olonsay Cowal Mid-Argyll, Mull and Tiree. Breeding
was confirmed otslay andColonsay

Common PheasantMid-Argyll (Jim Dickson)

GOLDEN PHEASANT Chrysolophus pictus
The last positive report concerning the introduced population on Mull was in 2009.
No records.

RED-THROATED DIVER Gavia stellata Leargaruadh

A scarce widely distributed breeder (on moorland lochs), winter visitor, and passage migrant.
Winter/spring Reported widely on the sea in small numbers: around islands, in sea lochs, and
along the mainland coast especially in moreltgined areas. Particular concentrations occur in
certain favoured locations, such as: 12 from the ferry crossing betalagrand Kennacraig
Kintyreon 3 Feb and 8 Feb, and 12 at the mouth of West Loch T#ingéyte on 4 Apr.
Breeding/summer Birds wee reportedat breeding sites from Apr until late Aug. BTO Atlas
data suggest there may be around 100 pairs in Argyll (Wésah 2015 SWBSG Report 1504),

but there is a lack of recent monitoring data from breeding sites of this species.

Autumn/winter Small numbers were reported from all coastal areas apart from innermost sea
lochs throughout autumn and winter. Numbers on the sea increased from Jul, suggesting arrival
of failed breeders rather early. There were 8 at the Sound of ®ighae on 10 Jul ad 12

there on 27 Jul, and 8 at Machrihanish SRidtyre on 23 Jul. There were 14 at Loch Indaal
Islay on 17 Sep and 25 there on 13 Dec, 15 at Bruichladdialon 20 Oct, and 55 seen from
thelslayto Kennacraidintyre ferry on 22 Nov.
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BLACK -THROATED DIVER Gavia arctica Leargadhubh

AMBER LIST A very scarce breeder in Mid and North Argyll: scarce in winter but more
numerous on passage. The Sound of Gigha, Kintyre and Kilfinan Bay, Cowal are sites of
national importance for wintering birds.Knapdale Lochs Special Protection Area is
designated for breeding blaethroated divers.

Winter/spring Birds were widely distributed in small numbers around islands, in sea lochs, and
along the mainland coast espegia more marine areas. However, there were unusually large
numbers, mostly reported at siteskimtyre, in late winter and spring. There were 22 in Loch
CaolisportMid-Argyll on 8 Feb, 50 between the mouth of West Loch TalKiatyre and Gigha
Kintyre on 13 Mar, 28 at Gamna Giglidntyre on 18 Mar, 43 off Rhunahaorine Polintyre

on 2 Apr,47 in the Sound of Gighintyre on 24 Aprand 8 in Loch Indaalslay on 19 Apr.
Some birds were reported to be in breeding plumage from the start of Mar whileesoaieed

in winter plumage until midsummer.

Breeding/summerBreeding has been confirmed at 13 sites between-2085 and an average

of 2.7 chicks fledged annually in the last 10 years. In 2015, successful breeding was reported at
Loch Awe Mid-Argyll, and birds were seen on several freshwater lochs in Jun. At 6 sites
monitored by RSPB, 4 pairs nested and"@bably did so. Three pairs (two nesting on rafts)
hatched 5 young and 4 of these are thought to have fledged.

Autumn/winter Single birds were seeat many sites, especially aroulsthy, Tiree, Mulland
Kintyre. Larger groups included: 6 at Crdidull on 6 Sep, 15 at Ronachan Bléintyre on 29

Sep, 15 at Ballochrolfintyre on 4 Oct, and 12 off Rhunahaorine Pdfimtyre on 13 Oct.

GREAT NORTHERN DIVER Gavia immer Muir-bhuachaill

AMBER LIST A numerous winter and passage visitor. Birds in breeding plumage are
regularly recorded from Apr to midlun. Pre-migratory gatherings occur off some coasts in
late Apr and early May and a few individualsusimer. The Sound of Gigha and the seas
around Tiree and Coll are sites of international importance for wintering birds and: Loch na
Keal Mull, Loch Indaal Islay, West Loch Tarbert Kintyre, and Lochs Beg & Scridain Mull
are sites of national importance.

Winter/spring Birds were reported from all coastal areas, especially sea lochs and coasts of:
Colonsay, Gigha, Islay, Kintyre, Muland Tiree Highest numbers seem to be reported in
spring, although this may in part relate to better conditions for couatidgnore birdwatching
activity. Larger numbers included: 60 at Loch na Kiall on 21 Jan and 96 on 5 A@B0 at
Loch ScridianMull on 22 Jan, 45 at Loch Tualhull on 24 Jarand 104 on 5 Apr53 seen from

the Kennacraid<intyre to Islay ferry on both 3and 8 Feb, 42 on 28 Feb and 59 on 4 Apr, 175
off Rhunahaorine PoirKintyreon 2 Apr, 53 at Loch Indadslay on 19 Apr, and 43 in Gott Bay
Tiree on 24 Apr. Smaller numbers were reported in May but with some in full breeding
plumage, the largest counts thaonth being 10 at Gott Bajireeon 7 May, 11 at Loch Beg
Mull on 13 May, 23 at Bruichladdidslay on 13 May, 28 at Oronsagolonsayon 13 May and

an exceptional 72 at Tayinloan BKjntyre on 13 May. During Jun, numbers fell further, to just
the occaginal one or two birds, though widely distributed i§fifityre and the Argyll islands.
Summer There waso indication of breeding in Argyll, but ndireeders, some apparently in
full summer plumage, were present throughout the summer at many sites. Reaorels
especially fromColonsay, Kintyre Islay, Mull, and Tiree where mostly single birds were
reported in JusBep, with the fewest records (three) in Aug.

Autumn/winter Many individuals were reported in Sep but the only large count was of 13 in
Loch Indal Islay on 17 Sep. Numbers began to build up in @aid counts of 10 to 20 birds
were not uncommon fronColl, Colonsay lslay, Kintyre, Mull,and Tiree in Oct to Dec, with
smaller numbers at many other locations with fully marine coastlirseger numbrs included:
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45 passing Airdlireein 2 hrs on 22 Oct, 167 oRRhunahaorine PoirKintyre on 28 Oct, 54 at
Crag Mhor na Faingslay on 4 Nov, 53 in Loch Indadslay on 3 Nov, 49 at Knockull on 11
Nov, and 58 in Loch Indadélayon 13 Dec.

WHITE -BILLE D DIVER Gavia adamsii Leargabhlar

A vagrant: 10records;all since 1986, most recently on Mull in 2008ff Tiree in Oct 2011
and off Machrihanish SBQ Kintyre in Mar 2013.

No records.

BLACK -BROWED ALBATROSS Thalassarche melanophrys

A vagrant: one record;an adult flew north past MachrihanistSBO, Kintyre on 27 October
2008.

No records.

FULMAR  Fulmarus glacialis Eurnrcrom

AMBER LIST A common but localised breeding species in all areas apart from Cowal and
North Argyll. Large numbers occur on passage off western headlands.

Winter/spring Most records came from the western fringes of ArggdipeciallyTiree and

Islay. Large numbers attended nest sites somewhat erraticallyJaomwnwards. For example,
there were 1,000 onTireeionh @ Beb. Modergecrambhers \wede sedh a r
passing headlands in spring; for example numbers flyiest off Aird Tireein 1 hr were 105 on

26 Mar, 72 on 28 Mar, 104 on 31 Mar, 40 on 1 Apr, and 64 on 15 May.

Breeding At Ce ann TieétheMware &89 occupied sites (AONs) with some birds
incubating eggs on 20 May, 854 AONs with many birds indogdtut no visible chicks yet on

17 Jun, 618 AONs most with small chicks on 11 Jul, 506 AONs most with mid/large chicks on
22 Jul, 350 AONs most with large chicks on 7 Aug by which date some chicks were thought to
have fledged. Also offiiree, there were 5SAONs in the quarry on Balephetrish Hill on 20 May.

On Colonsayin Junsample plot counts fourBl AONs N of Eilean Easdale (Kiloran Bay), 13 at
Port Lobh, 40 at Lamallum and 268 at Uragdigeshnish Isles Auk Ringing Group (TIARG)
reported that there we28 5 AONs on Lunga plus Sgdilra abd
19% decline from the count in 2014.

Autumn/winter Numbers seen at sea in Aug and Sep were highesTi&fé with tens to
hundreds passing per hr on different dates. As usual, numiegréns®ct were small, with tens

per hr flying pastliree About 700 birds wer e baTirdeondld t h e
Nov, with at least 300 there on 21 and 29 Nov, but very few records from elsewhere in Argyll in
Oct-Dec.

CORY 0 S SHE AR GlomeEtis borealis

A rare passage migrant: nine recordsyostly in Aug or SeplLast report was off Tiree in Aug
2005.

No records.

GREAT SHEARWATER Puffinus gravis Fachadkimor

A rare passage migrant: wstly in autumn with last reports from Sep 2007.
No records.
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SOOTY SHEARWATER  Puffinus griseus Fachadkdubh

A passage migrant: almost exclusively recorded -@it. Sometimes seen in large numbers
from western headlands, islands, and on ferry crossings during /3&p.

Autumn A few more records than last year with all but one coming ffinee. First report was

1 at Gunna Soundlireeon 31 Jul followed by further reports frofiree at Hynish with 13 or8

Aug, 4 on 9 Aug, 16 on 27 Sep, 2 on 30 Oct and 4 on 12 Newe.off Tiree 12 were seen from

the ferry on 10 Sep, and from Aird (north coast) with 1 on 22 Oct, 2 on 30 Oct, 4 on 12 Nov, 3
on 13, 16 and 17 Nov. 1 was off Caliach Pdihtll on 3 Sep.

MANX SHEARWATER Puffinus puffinus Fachadkoan

AMBER LIST Breeding colonies have been confirmed only on Sanda Islands and
Treshnish Isles. Large numbers are seen on passage, especially duringSépg

Spring The first recordsn spring came from Airdiree where 36 birds passed in 1 hr on 26
Mar, 195 in 1 hr on 28 Mar, 520 in 1 hr on 31 Mar and 450 in 1 hr on 1 Apr. There were 600
rafting off GlengormMull on 22 Apr, 300 off the Treshnish Islk&ill on 24 Apr, 500 offshore

from Arnabost FarnColl on 6 May, and 8,000 feeding off Aifireeon 7 May.

Breeding/summer In contrast to the small numbers reported in-Juh2014, large numbers
were reported passing through Argyll offshore waters from early summer in 2015. There were
2,650 passing HynisfTireein 1 hr on 1 Jun, 5,000 at Ardmore B&ull on 10 Jun, 1,000
passingHappy ValleyTireein 30 mins on 21 Jun, 2,000 feeding ®ffeeon 11 Jul, 570 passing
Machrihanish SBXintyrein 2 hrs on 13 Jul, and 16,000 passing Balendlireein 1 hr on 23

Jul. In contrast to 2014 when numbers in Argyll waters peaked in Aug, numbers in Aug in 2015
were generally lower than in Jiul. However, there were 400 passingelOalslay on 7 Aug,

730 passing Hynisfiireein 1 hr on 8 Aug and 7in 1 hr on 20 Aug, 500 or more feeding off
SandaigTireeon 9 Aug, and 1,000 off Rubha na Faistay on 25 Aug. Since breeding birds
should have eggs in Jun and early Jul, and chicks in the nest in late Jul and Aug, it seems
probable that birds from thieuge colony on Rum, and possibly other colonies, must commute
into or through Argyll waters to feed while breeding. There were no data on breeding at Sanda
Islands Kintyre. Treshnish Isles Auk Ringing Group reported adults present on Lunga
(Treshnish Islg) Mull at night, but with no assessment of the breeding numbers at that colony.
TIARG reported up to 3,000 birds rafting off Harp Rock (Treshnish Iles])in the evening.

Autumn The observation of 400 birds flying up Loch Long past Ardenti@oyal on 26 Aug

is unusual for an area so far from the open sea. Numbers seen in Sep were very much lower tha
the numbers in JuAug, suggesting that migration from the massive colony on Rum (where
chicks fledge in Sep) may occur less through Argyll waters tbaaging activity of chick

rearing adults. The largest counts after18&p were of 111 in 1 hr passing HyniEhee on 27

Sep and 122 id hr on 28 Sep. The last recarfithe year was of 4 birds passing Aifdee on

22 Oct.

BALEARIC SHEARWATER Puffinus mauretanicus

RED LIST A scarce passage migrant (Atigec) since 1992 but in very small numbers:
usually seen with Manx Shearwaters.

Autumn One wasseen from the Kennacraig to Islay ferry (off Gighéntyre on 3 Sep [Mark
Lewis] and one was see off Hyni$ireeon 27 Sep [John Bowler].

MACARONESIAN SHEARWATER Puffinus baroli
A vagrant: onerecord one off Fr enc hmanoés Rocks, Aredodfjromon 3
2000 is still under consideration during a full review of records by the BBRC.
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No records.

EUROPEAN STORM-PETREL Hydrobates pelagicusParaig

AMBER LIST A summer visitor. The main breeding colonies are on Sanda Islands and
Treshnish Isles with a few pairs on Soa and Staffa. Breeding birds first come ashore in late
May or Jun. Most sightings away from breeding colonies are during -Bdp, when non
breeders wander extensively. Breeding European Stqretrel is a feature of Treshnisksles

SPA.

Spring The first spring records were of 16 birds seen nortiticde from the ferry between

Oban and Barra on 21 May, 3 passing HyAigleeon 1 Jun, and 6 passing Machrihanish SBO
Kintyreon 6 Jun.

Breeding TIARG reported that many birds weeheard churring in burrows on Lunga and Sgeir
a6 Chai steil MUITAltbosdh mé sints erd meade) at the colonies, TIARG
caught 138 birds in one 18m mist net set for 3% hrs south of Corran Lunga close to the known
breeding area. They alsawght 154 and 339 birds in two or three nets set on the boulder beach
below the village for periods of 2% and 3% hrs respectively, and 196 birds in three nets set over
two nights (total of 6% hrs). On Fladda they caught 374 birds in two nets set for @l hrs,
sessions being in fairly calm weather. TIARG report that house mice were present in the village
area on Lunga, but that none were found on Fladda. Storm petrels caught at the Treshnish Isle:
included birds first ringed at North Ronaldsay, Eilean nam RHighland), Faraid Head
(Highland), Sanda, Ballyreagh (Londonderry), Tullagh Point (Donegal), Sheepland Harbour
(Ardglass), Harrington (Cumbria), Calf of Man, and Annagh Head (Co. Mayo). No information
at all was available from Sanda Islarkatyre, the other main breeding site.

Autumn Small numbers were reported from seawatching f@wotl and Tiree The last record

was 20northwest ofTireeon 10 Sep.

Leachos StKintym(ERie Mageire)
LEACH® S SHEDHEM Oceanodroma leucorhoasobHan-mara

AMBER LIST A scarce, but regular, autumn passage migrant off western headlands;
particularly after strong westerlies. There are occasional reports in spring and summer.
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Autumn There were 12ecords between 22 Oct and 20 Nov, many of individirdisbbut with

4 off Aird Tireein gale force winds on 22 Oct, 29 passing Machrihanish BB®re also on 22

Oct and 6 off HynisHTiree on 23 Oct. The last of the year were 3 birds passing Machrihanish
SBOKintyre on 20 Nov also in gale force weather.

NORTHERN GANNET Morus bassanusSdlaire

AMBER LIST Most gannets in Argyll waters probably come from Ailsa Craig (30 km east of
Mull of Kintyre) and St Kilda (190 km northwest of Tiree). Gannets are common inshore in
Argyll waters from Apr to Oct, ad often seen high up sea lochs. They are also reported in
small numbers Nov to Mar.

Winter/spring Very small numbers (max 4 birds) were reported on a few dates in Jan from
Tireg, and a freshly dead bird was found on the shore at Ensay Burn iolltion 10 Jan.
Similar small numbers were seen in Feblsfiy, Colonsayand Tireewith the highest count of

6 atColonsayon 27 Feb. Numbers increased very considerably in Mar with recordddtaynm

Mull andTireeincluding 220 in 1 hr off AirdTireeon 26 Ma, 166 in 1 hr on 28 Mar, and 164

in 1 hr on 31 Mar. There were more reports and larger numbers during Apr, from a wider range
of areas, includindintyre, Coll, Jura, and one report fronMid-Argyll (3 fishing in Loch na

Cille on 26 Apr). There were 300€ding off Sorobaidh Bayireeon 19 Apr, and 420 off the

Mull of Kintyre Kintrye on 28 Apr.

Summer Birds were reported from all marine areas of Argyll in May but mostly in small
numbers, with few flocks exceeding 10 birds except in offshore areae Weee 102 passing
HynishTireein 1 hr on 15 May, 200 there in 1.5 hrs on 16 May, 108 off Hyhisteon 1 Jun,

85 feeding off Sandai@iree on 9 Jun, 144 passing Hynidliree in 1 hr on 17 Jul, and 200
betweenTiree and Coll on 31 Jul. Numbers passitigrough Argyll waters increased in Aug,
with 500 fishing slayfon FAug, 720 offfeer dns20 ARug, GBOsoff
Rubha na Faingslay on 25 Aug. There appear to be no sites in Argyll being prospected by
gannets as future colony sites, despite moderate numbers regularly present in Argyll waters
in summer. A bird found dead at Bro@kree on 27 May had been ringed as a chick at Ailsa
Craig in June 1986 so was in its"®gear. An adult was found grounded on the mud at the head
of Loch Gilp Mid-Argyll on 4 Aug. Eddie Maguire reportedany adults flying inland over
Lossit HouseKintyre in late Aug and Sep, apparently taking a short cut to avoid the longer sea
route around the Mull of Kintyr&intyre. (see article on page 136

Autumn/winter Tens per hour, occasionally hundreds per hour, flew past seabird hotspots such
as Fr en c h nstay Airsl TirRemwedkVischrihanish SB®&intyre on various dates in Sep
and Oct, with the highest count of 925 passing Airgéein 2 hrs on 22 Oct. Althoughumbers
passing Machrihanish SBRintyre were smaller, the peak autumn count there (of 220 birds)
was also on 22 Oct. Numbers of gannets reported declined in Nov, although there were still 30
to 70 per hr passingiree on various dates in the earlier paftthat month. Only four single
birds were reported in Dec, froMull, Luing Mid-Argyll and two sites irslay, with two of

these late records being of juveniles.

GREAT CORMORANT Phalacrocorax carbo Sgarbh

Breeds in: Cowal, Jura, Kingre (including Gigha), MidArgyll, Mull, and North Argyll, with
around 230 pairs in recent years. Less numerous than Shag, but numbers have increased
recently. Small numbers occur on some inland waters.

Winter/spring There were small numbers (mosthblirds) at many estuarine (predominantly
sea loch) sites across Argyll. Larger numbers were: 10 at Kilmaronag Islands (LochMitive)
Argyll on 6 Feb, and 6 at Rhuvaal lightholslay on 22 Apr.
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Breeding Only colony count provided was from Glas Eilddid-Argyll with 4 birds from 12

Feb, 24 AONs on 18 Mar rising to 34 AONs on 13 Apr.

Autumn/winter Birds were fairly well dispersed throughout the sea lochs and sheltered coasts
of Argyll throughout autumn and winter. The largest recorded groups were: 38taAppin

North Argyllon 14 Sep, 40 at Balmeanach (Gribuvi)lon 21 Sep, 4 0Mullon L ac
26 Sep, and 30 at Sgeir na Sgaldiay on 18 Nov.

GREAT (Continental) CORMORANT  Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis

A rare but increasingly frequent visitoto Scotland. Increasing as a breeder at inland sites in
England where some hybridisation occurs with nominate Atlantic Great Cormorant. One was
atLochaé Phuill Tiree on 13 Oct 2014.

No records.

European ShagKintyre (Eddie Maguire)

EUROPEAN SHAG Phalacrocorax aristotelis Sgarbhan-sgumain

RED LIST A very common resident, breeding on the mainland coast, outer isles, and on
islands in sea lochs. Widespread in winter and spring but very rare inland at all times
Winter/spring As usual, birds were widely distributed on sea coasts in the early part of the year.
The largest numbers reported were: 150 feeding at Hyfrilgle on 17 Jan68 at Loch na Keal

Mull on 21 Jarand 70 at Ardmucknish Bayorth Argyllon 8 Fé.

Breeding/summerJ o hn Bowl er r epor t eldeetheneavere 2100 ACBIlgann n

7 Apr, decreasing to 83 on 20 May, by which time most nests held eggs but some birds were still
nestoui | di ng. By 17 Jun ther e wlagaeeoloywithindds a
nests holding small chicks (mean brood size 1.89). On 11 Jul this colony held 72 AONs with
mid to large chicks in most occupied nests (mean brood size 1.52), and there were 59 AONSs on
22 Jul with a mean brood size of 1.46 (but withme nests already having fledged chicks). A
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few nests there were still active on 11 Aug. At Happy Vallege there were 16 AONs on 21

Jun, a big increase at that site. There were 190 birds feeding in GunnaTa@ewh 15 Jun,

580 there on 20 Aug, ar@D at Oronsayolonsayon 9 Jul.On Colonsayat sample colonies in

Jun there were 8 AONSs at Pigs Paradise and 6 AONs at UragaiBG reported that there
were 180 AONs on Lunga, and 8 Oual, welgeiow a b
numbers preserin 2013 but an increase from 2014. Up to 600 shags were feeding around the
Treshnish IsledMull, suggesting that many birds were choosing not to breed but were still
present in the local population. TIARG have been carrying out a colour ringing stuldis of
popul ation to assess survival rates as part
not yet been estimated.

Autumn/winter Although west coast shags tend not to migrate extensively, there can be large
aggregations in autumn and some ldogal movements. There were 500 in Gunna Sdlirek

on 10 Sep, 300 at the Creachasdal Isldnid=eon 10 Sep, and 152 passing Hynisreein 1 hr

on 25 Oct.

ASCENSION FRIGATEBIRD Fregata aquila

Avagrant:tworecordsian i mmature bird was found exhaus
Jul 1953 and died later and remarkably another juvenile was seen briefly at Bowmore
harbour, Islay on 5 Jul 2013. These are the only records for the WesRalearctic.

No records.

EURASIAN BITTERN Botaurus stellaris Chorraghrain

AMBER LIST A rare visitor: six reords of single birds since 198@t Dervaig, Mull in Jan

Mar 1982, near Rhunahaorine Point, Kintyre on 4 Dec 1982, at f2&g, Mull on 23 Dec
1983, one found dead at Appin, North Argyll on 19 Sep 1999, at Craobh Haven;Afiyll

Dec 2009 to Feb 2010 which later died in care and at Lochgilphead,-Kidyll on 19 Mar
2013 killed by a vehicle.

No records.

BLACK -CROWNED NIGHT -HERON  Nycticorax nycticorax

A vagrant: three records; two in the nineteenth century, then reports of an adult on Coll (Apr
1987), and on Tiree (Apr to Jun 1987), which was probably the same individual

No records.

CATTLE EGRET Bubulcus ibis

A vagrant: two recordspne on Islay in Oct 2009 and onat Mull on 27 Oct 2011 with the
same birdat Tiree on 1725 Nov 2011.

No records.

SNOWY EGRET Egretta thula

A vagrant: one record; at Balvica Mid-Argyll on 5 Nov 2001 which was subsequently seen at
various locatons in Argyll until 13 Jun 2002This remains the only British records to date.

No records.

LITTLE EGRET Egretta garzetta Corragheatbheag

A scarce isitor: no records prior to 1958 but several since, mostly in spring and autumn. It
has been seen more frequently in Argyll since breeding colonies have become established in
England and Ireland.
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Winter One on Oronsayolonsayfrom Nov 2014 remained untd Jan [Isobel Baker, Mike
Peacock et al.].

Summer One was near the Kennacraig ferry terminal (West Loch Tarki@rtyre on 13 Jun

[Alan Hall].

Autumn/winter One was at Fiddelull on 4 Oct [Meg Daves, Martin McDerlat al]

After 8 or 9 birds in 2014his isa less than average recent showiiidpis species is no longer
assessed by the ABRC however supporting details and photographs are encouraged prior to
publishing records.

GREAT WHITE EGRET Ardea alba Corrabharmhor

A vagrant: seen records; one at Gruinart Flats, Islay in Jun 1986, one Ballachuan Loch
(Seil) Mid-Argyll in Apr 1988, one at Loch Gruinart, Islay in May 1998, one on Tiree in May

& Jun 2000, one on Tiree in May and Jun 2002, one at Feolin, Jura in Oct 2009 and one at
Inveraray, MidArgyll in May 2011.This species is increasinig the Netherlands and France.

It bred in Somerset, England in 2012.

Spring/summer Three records which may redato just one but possibly three different
individual s. Onepl ampad ewhby as h RsPdgliapc h G
[James Howet al], onewasat t he same | ocation, apparent|
[Peter Robertet al] and onevasseen from the Kennacraig to Port Askaig ferry at Glas Eilean
(Sound of IslayYuraon 11 Aug [Alisdair Paterson]. All records were accepted by the ABRC.

GREY HERON Ardea cinerea Corraghritheach

A widespread resident: breeding in all areas except Tiree.

Winter/spring Birds were widely distribui in small numbers, especially along the Argyll sea
loch coasts, with the largest counts being 27 at Oro@sdgnsayon 7 and 12 Jan, 36 at Loch
Don Mull on 12 Jan21 at Loch Crerahlorth Argyllon 19 Jan and 27 &ilean Traighel{och

Etive) Mid-Argyll on 22 Jarand 42 on 6 Feb

Breeding In many areas of Argyll herons nest as individual pairs or groups of two or three nests
rather than in large heronries, and these scattered pairs are easily overlooked so breedinc
numbers are probably much higher asrtise county than totals recorded. There are few large
heronries in Argyll, but there we@l occupied nests at Ardachiprth Argyll, 18 at Ardtur and

20 at Ballachuan hazel woddid-Argyll on 3 Apr. Five pairs bred at RSRBch Gruinartislay.
Several fomer sites orColonsayhave been abandoned but there were 11 nests at Garvard, 2 at
East Loch Fada and on Oronsay 5 neatSeal Island.

Autumn/winter Birds were widely distributed in small numbers, especially along the Argyll sea
loch coasts. WeBS counits Aug-Dec mo#ly gave totals between 5 and B@lividuals on each

of Loch CrinanMid-Argyll, Loch EtiveNorth Argyll, Loch CraignistMid-Argyll, Loch Gruinart

Islay, and Loch SweeNid-Argyll. Elsewhere, there were 12 at Garmony Phiall on 31 Aug,

17 at Glen CanneMull on 14 Sep, 1418 at Campbeltown LocKintyre throughout autumn, 16

at GorsterMull on 4 Oct, 16 at LochdoMull on 26 Oct, and 26 at Orons&plonsayon 28

Dec.

BLACK STORK Ciconia nigra

A vagrant: one record; a bird seen flying ov&iW Mull on 26 May 2013.
No records.
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WHITE STORK Ciconia ciconia

A vagrant: three records; singles at Benderloch, North Argyll in Apr 1971, on Islay in
Apr/May 1978, and at Campbeltown, Kintyre in May 1978.

No recads.

GLOSSY IBIS Plegadis falcinellus

A vagrant: nine records since 1901; the most recent being one at Loch SweétAvgyll on

25 and 26 Sep 2009, Colonsay from 27 Dec 2013 to 5 Feb 2014 and Tiree on 13 Jan 2014.
No recods.

EURASIAN SPOONBILL Platalea leucorodia

A rare visitor: eight records; the most recent of these involving four juveniles on Islay in 1998
and two together on Mull on 23 Jun 2010.

No records.

PIED-BILLED GREBE Paodilymbus podiceps

A vagrant:threerecords; one at.och Peallach, Mull in Jun 1998pne at Salen Bay, Mulbn
22 Mar to 6 Apr 2011and one at Loch Feorlin, MidArgyll on 30 May to 6 Jun 2014.

No records.

LITTLE GREBE Tachybaptus ruficollis Spagri-ton

A local breeder in small numbers: widespread in sheltered coastal waters in winter with
concentrations at Loch Etive, North Argyll and Loch Sween, Midgyill.

Winter/spring There were records from all areas of Argyll apart frdora. A bird at
Ballyhough LochColl on 25 Apr was the first seen @vll since 2012Highest WeBS counts
included: 18 at Loch Etiv#lid-Argyll on 22 Jan with 15 on 6 Feb, 11 at Holy Ld€bwal on
19 Ja, 9 at Loch CreraMorth Argyllon 19 Jan and 13 at Loch Swedid-Argyll on 9 Feb.
Most records were of one or two birds, with largest numbers: 7 at CampbeltowrKlghe
on 4 Feb and 8 at Black Mount (Obanid-Argyll on 21 Mar.

Breeding Breeding wa reported from a small number of sites throughout much of Aigil.
pairs nested orColonsay One pair nested at RSPBch Gruinart Islay and breeding was
suspected ogoll.

Autumn/winter There were records from all areas of Argyll exceptGaotl, Tireeand Jura.
Highest WeBS counts included: 19 at Loch Etwiel-Argyll on 16 Oct with 18 on 16 Nov and
20 on 12 Dec, and 17 at Loch Swedid-Argyll on 17 Oct. Elsewhere ost were of one or two
birds, with the highest count being 6 at inner Loch ScridaictiLBegMull on 3 Nov.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatusGobhlachafaparan

An uncommon winter and passage visitor: with6lrecords annually since 1984 and recorded
in all months except Jun.

Winter/spring Threewereon Loch Long(near Blairmore FarinCowal on 10 Jan, and two
were still there on 21, 26, 29 Jan and 15 Mar.

Autumn/winter One was in the shallows next to the roadKahnacraigKintyre on 14 Sep,
there were two at Ronachan BEjntyre on 29 Sep, one atdch Gormlslay on 9 Oct and 4
Nov, one on Loch Longnear Blairmore FarinCowalon 15 Nov and two there on 24 Nov and
27 Dec.



RED-NECKED GREBE Podiceps grisegenaGobhlacharruadh

RED LIST A scarce winter and passage vimit mostrecords are in SegMar; at least 42
records.

No records.

SLAVONIAN GREBE Podiceps auritus Gobhlacharmara

RED LIST A regular winter and passage visitor to sea lochs and sounds: occasionally on
inland waters. The Sound of Glip, Loch na Keal, Mull and Loch Indaal, Islay are sites of
national importance for wintering birds.

Winter/spring Counts at the best known sites (Loch Inday, Loch na KeaMull and the
Sound of Gigh&intyre) are summarised in Table 19. Elsewhéhere were 5 at Kilfinan Bay
Cowalon 8 Feb and 13 Mar, 7 in West Loch Tarkb€rityre on 3 and 9 Feb and 4 there on 28
Feb (close to but outwith the Sound of Gigha count area). There were no records during May
Aug inclusive.

Autumn/winter Counts at thehiree main sites are in Tabi®. Elsewhere, there were 2 at
Ballimore shoreCowalon 12 Dec, 10 at Ballochragintyre on 4 Oct (close to but outwith the
Sound of Gigha countTreefranal$22 Ndv, 18 at Laggarwlbsiule 6 Pt
on 21 Nov ¢lose to the Loch na Keal count area), and 1 at LochMaipArgyll on 16 Dec.

Table 19. Maximum numbers of Slavonian Grebes counted in 2015 at the three main sites for
this species in Argyll (n/r = no data).

Jan| Feb | Mar | Apr | May | Jun| Jul | Aug | Sep| Oct | Nov | Dec
L. Indaal 5 5 3 1 nr | nir{nlr| nir | 11 | 17 | 33 6
L.naKeal | 51 6 5 21 n/r | nir | nlr| nir 5 7 n/r | nir
S.of Gigha| n/r | n/r | n/r | 23 | n/r | n/r | n/r| nir 1 34 | nir | nir

BLACK -NECKED GREBE Podiceps nigricollis Gobhlachardubh

AMBER LIST A rare passage migrant and winter visitorl4 records since 1936with
descreasing reports, the last records were in 2003.

No records

EUROPEAN HONEY -BUZZARD Pernis apivorus
AMBER LIST A rare passage migrantl2 records sirce 1980.
No records.

BLACK KITE  Milvus migrans

A vagrant: threerecords; oneat Vaul, Tiree on 16th May 19979ne near Dalmadly, North
Argyll on 31 May 2010 and one at Kilmichael Gelen, MAfgyll on 3 May 2014.

No records.

RED KITE Milvus milvus Clamhangobhlach

A re-introduction programme in Scotland since 1996 has involved releases in Highland,
central, and south west Scotland. Genuine vagrants have occurred in the past, but most recent
Argyll records involve these released birds. All records are requested, ideally with details of
wing tags if present.

Spring/summer Following a poor year in 2014, with only a single record, 2015 saw a return to
the recent trend of several sightingne drifted froo- Cor nai gmore to over
Phuil Tireeon 4 Apr and another was at West Hynlsteeon 26 May.
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Autumn One was over Loch Frigelull on 5 Oct and the second of autumn was at Cluanach
Islayon 18 Oct.

WHITE -TAILED EAGLE Haliaeetus albicilh lolairemhara

RED LIST A rare but increasing resident breeder in Argyll: wandering immatures (and
sometimes adults) occur widely. Most are derived frorestablishment projects in northvest
Scotland since 1975. Birds dm similar projects in Ireland and the east coast of Scotland
have also appeared in Argyll recently. All records are requested, ideally with details of wing
tags if present.

Unsurprisingly, for such a striking and sought after bird, over 250 records eez&/ed in
2015, an increase of over 10% on 2014. The great majority werel$tayrandMull, although

in the former case this probably reflects the numbers of birders rather than birds present. Birds
were reported from all Argyll recording areas througththe year excepEowal and Kintyre.

The total sightings reported for each recording areas weod: (3), Colonsay (including
Oronsay) (4),Islay (over 40, a decline from over 80 in 2018)ra (7), Mid-Argyll (40 an
increase from 28 in 2014Mull (over 135, some of two or more birds togethéprth Argyll

(5) andTiree (9, an increase from 4 in 2014). Reports of 2 or more birds were regular with 5
juvs being seen at Danmdid-Argyll on 6 Jan, 6 (2 ads and 4 juvs) at Loch na Hall on 29

Mar and a rearkable 10 at Beinn Talaiddull on 24 Apr. One was seen eating a Barnacle
Goose at the head of Loch Indéslhy on 9 Feb.

Please continue to send in all sightings, which will be particularly useful as birds expand
their range into new areas on the mairdnd and the islands.

Breeding 29 pairs with nest sitewere reportecand 25 of these were confirmed to have laid
eggs and one additional pair probably laid ed@gairs were successful and fledged 22 chicks
(one more than in 2014). There additond new fApairso but none o
have built nests. Accessible chicks in 2015 continued to be fitted with oxidised aluminium
colour rings on the left legDavid Sexton, RSPB Scotland, Roger Broad). 96 breeding attempts
were monitored acroghe whole of Scotland in 2015 (Scottish Raptor Monitoring Scheme).

WESTERN MARSH HARRIER Circus aeruginosusClamhanloin

AMBER LIST A scarce, but recently more or less annual, passage migrant: records/ary
year but one since 1986. Most records Ahm.

Spring/summer A female waghotographed hunting at Balephtiree on 19 Apr with another
or the same at Mosbiree on 14 May, whilst another female wasen heading west at Vaul
Tiree on 10 June andnotter female was found at Craige(Sruinar) Islay on 26 June. An
immature male bird was seen to fly in frohiree and over the southern slopes of Cruachan
(Treshnish IslespMull on the evening of 3 Jul. This was the first record of Marsh Harrier on the
Treshnish Isles by TIARG.

Winter A male was found at Traigh an Luiglay on 15 Dec- this is the first Marsh Harrier to
be noted in Argyll during winter.

HEN HARRIER Circus cyaneusBreid-air-toin

RED LIST A sparse but widespread breedisgecies: Argyll holds around one quarter of the
Scottish breeding population. Seen regularly: away from breeding areas, on migration, and in
winter with reports from all recording areas.

During the year around 650 records were received, from all Arggtirding areas including
Crossapol Dune€oll, Leim (Gigha)Kintyre and Achafolla (LuingMid-Argyll. On 280ct, 8
were seen over the RSRBch Gruinartlslay and on 16 Oct a ringtail was watched taking a
Teal at the same location.
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Breeding

Table20. Outmme of monitored Hen Harrier territories in Argyll in 2015.

Area Sites Sites Sites | Sites Sites | Outcome | Min Young per
checked| occupied| where | successful| failed | unknown | no. successful
eggs large | site
laid young
Colonsay 1 1 1 1 0 0 3 3.00
Mull 27 27** 27 22 5 0 57 2.59
Colonsay 9 4 4 1 2 1 3 3.00
Islay 8 8r* 8 6 0 2 15 2.50
N Argyll 1 1 1 0 0 1
Mainland* 7 4r* 3 2 1 0 7 3.50
Cowal 12 6 4 2 2 0 6 3.00
Bute 1 1 0
Total 66 52 48 34 10 4 91 2.61%*

* Mainland includes sites in Mid Argyll (2nd Kintyre & Knapdale (4).

** Includes on mixed ad/imm pair

*** Calculated for 31 broods from all areas where fledged brood size accurately known.
NB Bute is outwith the Argyll recording area.

Mull: 27 Hen Harrier sites nests were monitored. Thereadditional pairs displaying etc but

no additional nests were found. Clutch sizes were unknown at 10 nests and there was one nes
with ¢/3, seven with c/4, eight with ¢/5 and one with c/6. Five nests failed entirely and the 22
successful nests fledged $dung (P Howarth).

Islay: 8 nests were monitored on the Rinns, all of which successfully fledged at least 1 young.
No exact nesting locations are known and these are not included in the table above (per M A
Ogilvie). What might have been expected to beeasly weather during the breeding season does
not appear to have been a limiting factor for hen harriers in 2015 and nests on Mull in particular
produced a good total of fledged you#RSG per Roger Broad).

Roosts Seven (3MM, 4FF) were observed going tmst at RSPB Loch Gruinalslay on 3

Nov. No other details of roost counts were received.

PALLID HARRIER  Circus macrourus

A vagrant: two records both in 2011ne on Mull on 20 and 24 Sept and one in Kintyre on 22
Seq.

No records.

NORTHERN GOSHAWK Accipiter gentilis Glassheabhag

A sporadic visitor of uncertain status: last confirmed record was at Glen Creran, North Argyll
in Jan 2010.

Spring/summer Two records from one area Mid-Argyll possiby, but not definitelyrelateto
the samdird on 29 and 30 ApBoth records were accepted by the ABRC.

(See list of rejected, pending etc. recordgpdr34-135).

EURASIAN SPARROWHAWK Accipiter nisus Speireag

A widespread, resident, breeding spes.

During 2015 birds were reported from all Argyll recording areas exgelbt Prey species noted
included: Lapwing, Rock Dove, Starling and Chaffinch. Interestingly a migrant was seen flying
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south out to sea from the southern tip of Gighiatyre on 17 Oct as part of a small raptor
movement.

Breeding Six sites were checked in 2016dlonsay5, Cowal1). Four sites were occupiedth

eggs laid at all of thenThree sites were successful to the large young stage and one site failed.
(ARSG per Roger Brah.

COMMON BUZZARD Buteo buteo Clamhan

A resident breeding bird: common in all areas and the most abundant raptor in Argyll.

During 2015 numerous records were received from all Argyll recording areas. The following
counts give some idea of the nunbpresent: 17 were once again noted during the goose count
on Tiree 13/14 Jan (same as 2014) and 24 were ardurek on 24/25 Aug. Seven were at
Kilchomanlslay on 9 Mar, 7 at Duich Lottslay on 9 Jul, 6 at Gleann Cul Bhurg (lordull on

12 Aug, 6 on @ossapol Dune€oll on 7 Sep and 8 at Glen Canivalll on 14 Sep.

Breeding

Table21. Outcome of monitored Common Buzzard territories in Argyll in 2&BSGT co-
ordinator I. Hopkins)NB: includes data for Bute, which is outwith the Argyll Recordinges.

Sites where breeding proven
Area Sites Sites Sites Sites Outcome | Number Large
checked | Occupied | failed successful | unknown | fledged* | young per
successful
site
Tiree 16 16 0 2 0 4 2.00
Colonsay 58 18** 3 7 3 10 1.42
Islay 12 11 0 8 0 12 1.50
Luing 7 Vi 0 3 4 4 1.33
Mid-Argyll 2 2 1 1 0 1 1.00
Kintyre 1 1 1 0 0 0
Cowal 22 19 3 6 2 8 1.33
Bute 49 25%xx 0 17 0 22 1.29
TOTAL 167 99 8 44 9 61 1.38

* Jarge young on last visit are assumed to have fledged.

** |ncludes 5 sites with single birds

*** Includes 1 site with a single bird

***x includes 4 sites with single birds.

There is still a scarcity of rabbits on Bute (langRms), but there was some sighan increase
on Colonsay (David Jardine).

ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD Buteo lagopus Bleidir-molach

A rare visitor: (several old reports)i3 records since 1963astest recordspn Tiree on 17 Sep
1997 and at Gleann Mor, Islay on 11 and 19 Nov 2014.

No records.

GOLDEN EAGLE Aquila chrysaetoslolaire
A scarce, but widespread, resident breeding species. Immatures tend to wander and may be
recorded in areas where breeding does not occur.
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Away from breeding sites, birds were reported from all Argyll recording areas eXo#nd

Tiree There were two records of 7 birds together: at Loch na Kedl on 21 Mar and Glen

More Mull on 13 Jul, while 5 were seen together at Gribun Chftdl on 19 Aug and The Oa
Islayon 14 Sep.

Breeding Coverage of the Golden Eagle population was increaspdrasf the 2015 National
Survey. 87 territories held pairs and 5 held single birds (although some of the latter may have
been from adjacent territories. This compares favourably with the 75 territories holding pairs
(and 5 with single birds) in 2003 atite 82 territories holding pairs (and 2 with single birds) in
1992.

Table22. Summary Information 2015

Ts Ts Ts Ts known | % of Min no. | Young
checked | Occupied | where | to have occupied Ts| of large | per
eggs | fledged that fledged | young success
laid young young ful pair
N Argyll 13 8prs +1 4 3 33.33 3 1.0
S Argyll 31 26prs+2 21 8 28.57 8 1.0
Mull 36 32 prs 21 3 9.37 3 1.0
Other 25 21prs+2 11 4 17.39 4 1.0
Islands
Total 105 87prs+5 57 18 19.56 18 1.0

North Argylt on the first survey visit, the only knowrest in one territory was under snow and

ice and no birds were seém this neston later visits. It is not known whether eagles were
present elsewhere in this territory. At another infrequently monitored territory a pair of eagles
was found nesting in aew area.

South Argyll 26 home ranges were occupied by adult pairs. There was strong evidence that
single eagles seen in two other home range
territories. At additional historical sites, one was not visited @here were no signs of
occupation at three other sites, although these did not get the recommended three monitoring
visits. Information and experience from other recent years indicates it is highly unlikely that
these four historical sites were occupied2015. Pairs were confirmed to have laid eggs in 21
territoriesand may have done so in two other territories. Eight successful territories had 8 large
young or fledged chicks on the last visit. One pair deserted their nesting attempt after a hill fire
on 8 Apr.

Mull: 36 former territories were monitored and included 4 that have been considered
amalgamated with adjacent territories for some years. Currently 32 occupied territories are
separately recognised. One of these areas, occupied many years agarbyature pair, and
where breeding has never been recorded, was reoccupied byadwupair seen mating in
2015, but no nest was located. Breeding success has been well recorded for manyMedrs on
and 2015 was the poorest on record with mostmgestitempts failing on eggs or small young.

Other Islands 25 former territories were monitored and include 2 that are now considered
amalgamated and occupied by just one (air24 occupied territories}ieldwork during the
National Survey has confirmdtie presence of 2 additional pairs that has necessitated splitting
two territories. Three visits failed to find any eagles in the central part of one territory, but it is
not known whether eagles were present in an important outlying section where dprieaslin
been recorded on a number of occasions.
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Age of Pairs where the age of territorial/breeding pairs has not been established, it has been
assumed that they were in adult plumage. Territorial birds iraguli/immature plumage were
found in three tertories.

Nest sitesthe majority of nest sites known in all territories are built on crags. In 2015 tree nests
(Scots Pine, Oak and Sitka Spruce) were used in three territories. (ARSG per Roger Broad)

Table23.Golden Eagle Summary Information 262@15.

Year | Ts Ts Ts Ts % of Min Number
Checked occupied| where | known | occupied | number | of young
eggs to have | Ts that of large | per
laid fledged | fledged | young successful
young young pair
2015 105 92 57 18 19.56 18 1.00
2014 71 70 41 20 28.57 20 1.00
2013 64 61 37 20 32.78 23 1.15
2012 65 61 36 18 (21) | 31.14% | 19 (22) 1.05
(36.06%) (1.04)
2011 60 54 25 17 31.48 17 1.0
2010 65 61 37 20 (25) | 32.78% 28 1.10
(40.98%) (1.12)
2009 66 59 40 16 27.11% 18 1.12
2008 73 64 42 33(35)| 51.5% 36 (38) 1.09
(54.68%)
2007 69 63 41 25(26) | 39.6% 25 (26) 1.00
(41.2%)
2006 73 66 43 17 26.15% 17 1.00
2005 65 59 40 17 (18) | 28.8% 19 (20) 1.11
2004 61 56 38 28 (29) 50% 32 (33) 1.14
(1.13)

() =figures in brackets include sites with large young in nest at last visit.

OSPREY Pandion haliaetuslolaire-iasgaich

AMBER LIST A summer migrant, breeding in small but increasing numbers: occurs more
widely on passage.

Spring The first arrival reported was a female Loch Ederlitied-Argyll on 4 Apr. This was
followed by birdsat: Loch na Cille and the Add Estuary, baflid-Argyll on 5 Apr, Chapel of
Kilbride Cowal on 9 Apr, Loch Luss&intyre on 14 Apr, and Loch Tull&orth Argyllon 19

Apr. On the islands the first were singles at Scallastidl on 24 Apr and at RSPBoch
Gruinartlslay on 2 May.

Breeding 17 pairs with nests and three sites with single birds were located in 2015. One site
was not visitd. At several sites the start efglaying was 23 weeks later than usual. 14 pairs
were confirmed to have laid eggs ane thutcome of egépying was uncertain for three pairs.
Four pairs failed including a new pair Kintyre. The average brood size of the 10 successful
pairs (1.70 large young/ successful site) was the lowest recorded in 10 years (ARSG Roger
Broad).
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Figure 1.Number of breeding pairs of Osprey in Argyll (bars) and breeding su¢ogssg per
successful nest (line) 2002015

Autumn Migrant birds and notbreeding birds were widely reported, including one on
Colonsayon 20 Jun and regularly dslay and Mull. One was reported regularly at Balvicar
(Seil) Mid-Argyll from 13 Jul and one flew NE over Miltofiree towardsColl on 28 Jul. A

single bird was at Holy LociCowal on 511 Aug. The last records were of single birds at
LochdonMull on 8 Sep, Balvica(Seil) Mid-Argyll on 13 Sep and Loch Gruindslay on 15

Sep.

Reports of colouringed Ospreys:

A chick ringed inMid-Argyll in 2013 reported at Lamin Lodge, Gambia on 10 Nov 2014, was
seen there again on 16 Nov 2015. Another chick, ringed in 2012,egasirs Djoudj National

Park, Senegal on 21 Oct 2015, and another chick from 1998 was also photographed in Senega
in 2015. During the breeding season a chick fledged in Argyll in 2008 was photographed at
Loch of Kinnordy, Angus in 2015, and another raised2010 was nesting near Lake of
Menteith, Central, in 2014.

WATER RAIL Rallus aquaticus Snagarallt

AMBER LIST A secretive and underecorded resident: occurs at low density on the

mainland but in larger numbers on the outer islands. Immigration is thought to occur in

winter.

Winter/spring The only records from the mainland were 3 at Lochan L#imgyre in Jan, 4

responding to a tape at Loch EderlMel-Argyll in Feb and 1 at Ardtur, gpin North Argyllin

Apr but there were regular reports from the islands with sightings or calling birdslan(2

sites) LismoreNorth Argyll, Colonsay3 sites)andTiree (3 sites) A single bird was found run

over by a car at Balemartifiéreein Apr.

Summer/breedingBirds were heard calling at 5 sites dineeduring the summer. In Magun,

birds were also recorded calling at 3 sitesGmlonsay at 2 sites onslay including at least 6
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calling birds at RSPB Loch Gruinart and a pair at Ardnave, a&nsingle sites on Oronsay
Colonsay Islay, Mull, SeilMid-Argyll and LuingMid-Argyll. One calling from clifftop bracken

on Lunga (Treshnish Isle8ull on 27 Jurd Jul was the second to be recorded there by TIARG,
following calling in the same location 2014. A second bird called by day at the south end of
Lunga on 30 Jun and another was found dead near the village on 27 Jun.

Autumn/winter Birds were a little more widespread with records from Gilfirgyre in Oct
Dec, at 2 sites on Sdillid-Argyll in JulOct, at 2 sites o€olonsayin SepOct, at 2 sites on
Luing Mid-Argyll in OctNov, at 2 sites oMull in Nov and at single sites ddronsayColonsay

in OctNov, at Bolsayislayin Octandinareedbed at Rubhd Ar Mid-Agyll Dui |
where 6birds responded to a tapiee on 31 Dec. Birds were recorded from 7 sitesTwee
including a group of at least 3 birds squealing at Balephuil flohthrough Dec with odd birds
seen there and 3 calling from ditches at The Reef on 18 Aug.

SPOTTED CRAKE Porzana porzanaTraonbreac

AMBER LIST A rare and irregular summer visitor: also recorded as an autumn migrant in

the past.

Spring/summerAfter a good year in 2014 when 4 birds were recorded, no Spotted Crakes were
recorded in Argyll ir2015.

Corn Crake Tiree(John Bowler)

CORN CRAKE Crex crex Traon

RED LIST A localised summer visitor, now breeding mainly on: Coll, Colonsay, lona
(Mull), Islay and, Tiree. Following recent conservation aciiies a longterm decline in
numbers is being reversed.

Spring/summer Arrivals were fairly typical this year, with the first birds reported at Ballinaby
Islay on 9 Apr and at Cruadislay on 15 Apr, with first arrivals oColl on 20 Apr and oTiree

and bna Mull on 21 Apr. No birds were heard calling on Lunga (Treshnish I8leg) by

TIARG but single males calledon Fd@l on 1 Jul and on Sgeir aé
wing of a freshly killed Corn Crake was found in the nest of a Great fladied Gull on
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