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Grey Phalarope: a fly-by off MSBO during a NW gale event 19th November

 
 

[ŜŀŎƘΩǎ Petrel over a provocative sea during a WNW force 7 gale event 22nd October  
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Ruffs 8th September (See Birds at Strath Farm 2015 on page 38)  
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Oystercatchers by MSBO 13th June 
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The Machrihanish Seabird Observatory 

 

 
 

Summary of the Year... 
 
The MSBO was manned intermittingly during January / February then daily 1st March 
ï 22nd November.   The 2015 Report portrays the year with a monthly summary of 
ornithological events accompanied by a selection of some 60 photographs.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

March 
 
A drake Common Scoter >S on 7th and a drake Pintail was photographed on 10th.  
A welcome ï if slight ï increase in local numbers of Common Eider was apparent 
with a peak of 78 birds on 16th.  This species has declined locally.  Since the MSBO 
was established (1993 ï with data from 1989) the spring pre-breeding club usually 
held 200+ birds annually: however, during spring 2014 <50 birds were present (a 
decrease of around 75%).   
Small numbers of Red-throated Diver were regular all month (mainly immature).  
Max count was 7 on 11th.  Breeding plumaged adults >S on 19th and 30th. 
Single (s) immature Black-throated Divers were present on 10th and 17th and Great 
Northern Divers peaked at 14 on 16th.  The first sign that breeding plumage was 
appearing on some birds was noted on 11th (white spots appearing on mantle) and a 
bird with a partial ónecklaceô was seen on 27th.    
Five Lapwings rested on the Point on 10th. 
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Lapwing by MSBO 10th   

 
Purple Sandpipers (max 9 on 10th) and Ruddy Turnstones (max 12 on 14th) were 
regular on the point.   
 
The first Greenshank of the year appeared on 17th followed by the first Whimbrel on 
19th.  A flock of 8 Sanderling >N on 22nd. 
 
On 31st, during a westerly gale event, a total of 440 Black-legged Kittiwakes >S / 
6hrs.  All were aged revealing that 280 / 440 (64%) were first-winter.    
 
Two Iceland Gulls were logged: a first-winter >S on 8th and a second-winter was 
photographed on 9th.  During a WNW near gale event on 28th a total of 665 auks >S / 
5hrs.  Photographic samples (n= 271) of many small ótrainsô revealed that the 
majority (87%) were Razorbills and 233 / 236 of these were in breeding plumage.  
All 35 Guillemots found in the samples were in breeding plumage and 2 of these 
(6%) were bridled variants. 
On 31st, in a westerly gale event f6 with regular vicious squalls and increasing wind 
speeds (f9-10) a total of 347 auks >S / 6hrs.  Photographic samples revealed (again) 
that the vast majority (97%) were Razorbills and all were in full breeding plumage.  
Only 12 Guillemots were noted and 10/12 were in full breeding plumage. 
The first Northern Wheatears (3) of the year appeared on 25th. 


