Recent Reports July -December 2014

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year -Jim
Dickson and Paul Daw
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31 December: At Ormsary, Mid -Argyll the juv Ku ml i e n 6 showig Well today
and a first-winter American Herrin g Gull there along with

an intermedius Lesser Black Backed Gull  and 3 Purple Sandpipers (Jim
Dickson/Stuart Crutchfield). At Loch Gilp a large build -up of gulls with around 2,100
Black-headeddés andBalhaat h e, aduliBWetiterranean and
an adult Little Gull  there (Jim Dickson).

Juv. Kumlien's Gull Ormsary 31.12.14 (Jim Dickson).

1W American Herring Gull Ormsary 31.12.14 (Jim Dickson).
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30 December: A juvenile Ku ml i e n 6 was fBund dt Ormsary, Loch Caolisport,
Mid -Argyll (it was initially reported as a juvenile Glaucous Gull on 28 Dec). Also a
very dark Herring Gull that had some features of American Herring Gull but not seen
in flight.

AnadultBonapar t ewas at GoghGilp, Mid -Argyll at 15.30 until light stopped
play at 16.15, also 4 adultMediterranean Gulls there (Jim Dickson i also seen by
David Jardine and Stuart Crutchfield).

29 December: A dead Striped Dolphin  was found at Gott Bay , Tiree today: also
a male Pied Wagtail and a Chaffinch there. Elsewhere 4 Pintail and 12 Shoveler at
Loch Riaghain; 12 Shelduck and a Grey Plover east of Salum; a Rook and 15 Jackdaw
at Loch an Eilein; 5 Long -tailed Ducks , an adult Gannet, 4 Redthroated Divers, 5
Great Northern Diver s, a Black Guillemot and a Fieldfare at Balephetrish Bay (John
Bowler).

A white Oystercatche r was photographed at Ormsary (Knapdale) Mid-Argyll and
75 Common Goldeneyes and 2 Slavonian Grebes were on Loch Caolisport (Jim
Dickson). 2 Slav Grebes and 75 Goldneye. Also a single Lesser Blaclbacked Gull
possibly intermedius (Jim Dickson).

About 10 Magpies and 6 Jays (together) feeding on some old peanuts thrown out in
the garden at Dunoon. Also 13 Longtailed Tits ( the most George has seen together
in the garden) with 10 on one fat feeder (George Newall).

white Oystercatcher Ormsary (Knapdale) Mid-Argyll 29 Dec (Jim Dickson).

28 December: A wintering Common Sandpiper  was seen at Ronachan Point,

Kintyre this morning. Four Velvet Scoters and aSnow Bunting were just north of

the Claonaig ferry terminal, Kintyre at noon (Jonathan Platt). A juvenile /first winter
Glaucous Gull was at the fish-farm in Ormsary (Knapdale) Kintyre this afternoon and

23 Black -throated Divers  on Loch Caolisport (Stuart Crutchfield).

The first winter male Ring -necked Duck st i | | at Lochalsmahighhui | |
count of 65 Common Goldeneyes and 124 Whooper Swans there. At Hough Bay:

15Long -tailed Duck s, 2 adult Gannets, 3Red -throated Divers , 9 Great

Northern Divers , 61Purple Sandpipers  and a Water Rail and Dunnock at

Balephuil (John Bowler).
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Lontaile Ducks Hough Bay, Tiree 28 Dec (John Bowler).

27 December: A lone male Brambling was in a garden in Dunoon today and

24 Purple Sandpipers  and 13 Turnstones were at the Crazy Golf in Dunoon
(George Newall).

A single Greenshank was in the bay at the north end of Linne Mhuirich (Loch
Sween) this morning Also, aRed Knot by the gate to Danna, Loch na Cille (Loch
Sween): unusual here, and a few Geat Northern Divers on the sea (Jonathan Platt).

26 December: At Rhunahaorine Point, Kintyre today a Red -necked Grebe was
found by Jonathan Platt. Also in that area were 10+ Long -tailed Ducks with a
further 5 off the Tayinloan ferry terminal and good numbers of Slavonian Grebes .
At Loch Gilp, Mid -Argyll early afternoon in amongst 1,600 Black-headed Gulls there
were 5 Mediterranean Gulls (3ads, a 2w and a 1w) an adult Little Gull also 9 adult
Kittwakes flew high over Lochgilphead to the north (Jim Dickson). A Little Egret was
at Ardachuple Farm, Colintraive, Loch Riddon, Cowal at 13.30 hrs (Graham Clark).
26 Dec

A juvenile Glaucous Gull was at Baugh, Tiree (Bill Welstead).

Red-necked Grgbe.Kintyre, 26.12.14 (Jondhan Platt).

23 December: A very large number of small gulls at head of Loch Gilp, Mid-Argyll,
on a falling tide after 15:00, included at least 1,950 Black -headed Gulls ,

300 Common Gulls , 3 adult Mediterranean Gulls , an adult Little Gull and a
first winter Kittiwake (Jim Dickson).

22 December: First winter male Ring -necked Duck , drake Common Pochard, 2

Coots and Sl avonian Gr ebe altime. &ihgle Raokdnd a 6

15 Jackdaws at Loch an Eilein (John Bowler).
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21 December: Despite generally fairly awful weather, most of the mainland Argyll
WeBS Counts for December 2014 are now in. Good numbers of wildfowl were
found including Eurasian Wigeon, Eurasian Teal and Mallard: a varied selection in
the Sound of Gigha included 5Long -tailed Ducks , 28 Common Scoter and

3 Velvet Scoters . Flocks of Greenland White  -fronted Geese were present at
Tayinloan, Kintyre (350) and Ulva Lagoons (Loch Sween) Mid-Argyll (86). A family
of Mute Swans at Achnamara (Loch Sween) included all 7 cygnets first seen theg in
Aug . APeregrine Falcon  was recorded at Loch Etive Mid-Argyll but again,
relatively small numbers of waders were recorded.

The full table for December can be found under the WeBS Count

tab. Many thanks to all those who have taken part in these counts

throughout the year. Also to those who have contributed records and

photographs to the Recent Reports page and made it such a fascinating

picture of bird life in Argyll.

18 December: On Tiree today, 75 Dunlin at Sorobaidh Bay with a Black Guillemot
offshore there (John Bowler).

17 December: A juvenile Glaucous Gull was at Traigh Bhagh, Tiree today.
Elsewhere: 5 Fieldfares at Kilmoluaig, 15 Jackdaws and a Rook at Loch an Eilein and
a Goldfinch at Balephuil (John Bowler).
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Juvenile Glaucous Gull Traigh-Bhégh, Tiree 17 Dec (John Bowler).

16 December : At Loch Gilp, Mid -Argyll today, 2 Mediterranean Gulls (adult &
first -winter) and 3 adult Little Gulls . Also the Kingfisher was there again (Jim
Dickson).

The second leg of the Tiree goose count today (West Tiree) found: the first winter
male Ring-neckedD u ¢ k , Sl avonian Grebe and 2 Coots st
Fieldfares at Druimuidhe and 5 others around the west end. Also 2 Moorhens at
Loch Bhasapol (John Bowler).

Two Moorhens were in a garden at Gruline, Mull this morning happily feeding with
chickens down by the river (Norman Adamson).

Eight Long -tailed Ducks were seen off Tayinloan, Kintyre and a group

of Greenland White  -fronted Geese were feeding deep in the juncus there (John
Nadin).
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Greenland White-fronted Geese Tayinloan, Kintyre 16 Dec (John Nadin).

15 December: The first leg of the Tiree goose count today (East Tiree) found:

one Pale -bellied Brent Goose  at Kirkapol and another with the Barnacle Geese at
Fadamull. A Lapland Bunting  was at Gott Tip: also 3 Goldfinches, 2 Greenfinches,
10 Reed Buntings and 5 Fieldfare there. Three Little Grebe and aGreat Northern
Diver (unusual inland) on Loch Riaghain and 6 Fieldfares at Milton. There are now
15 Jackdaws and a Rook at Loch an Eilein (John Bowler).

A juvenile Iceland Gull was at Killiechronan, Mull today (Anand Prasad). This is
the first report of this species in Argyll this winter s o far.

Juvenile Iceland Gull Killiechronan, Mull today (Anand Prasad).

14 December: This first winter Common Rosefinch ~ was photographed at the
Baptist Church caravan at Bunessan, Mull on 30th November (George Newall). A
very late record for this species in Scotland.

At least 110Greenland White  -fronted Geese grazing in a field on the west side of
Loch na Cille (Loch Sween) this morning and, unusually for there a male Great
spotted Woodpecker was in roadside trees near Coshandrobaid (Morag Rea).

A single Snow Bunting  was at Traigh nan Gilean, Tiree (John Bowler).
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First winter Common Rosefinch Bunessan, Mull 30th Nov (George Newall)

13 December: The first winter male Ring -necked Duck i s t i | | at Loch
Tiree and a Slavonian Grebe and 2 Coots are also there. A single Woodcock was at
Balephuil (John Bowler).

A single Barnacle Goose was in with Greylag Geese at Barsloisnoch (Moine Mhoy)

this morning and 2 Jays were in the garden at Cairnbaan, Mid-Argyll (Jim Dickson).

12 December: A westerly movement of 240 Kittiwakes occurred in 1 hour off
Aird, Tiree first thing this morning in NW6 and 5 Jackdaws were at Loch an Eilein
(John Bowler).

09 December: At Little Egret  at the head of Loch Gilp at lunch-time eventually
disappeared into creeks on the NW side (Jim Dickson). Also 2 adult and 2 first
winter Mediterranean Gulls were off the south side of Ardrishaig with ca600
Black-headed Gulls: the adult and first winter were there until 15:00 (John
Nadin/Angus McNab). Going by their ages that means that at least 8

different Mediterranean Gulls have been around Loch Gilp in the last couple of
weeks (4 adults, 2 secondwinters and 2 first -winters).

08 December: At Loch Gilp, Mid -Argyll this morning: 40 Dunlin and 25 Bar -
tailed Godwits : only 7 Greenland White-fronted Geese at Barsloisnoch (Moine
Mhor) today. And at 15:00, four Mediterranean Gulls (3 adults, 1 first winter) and
an adult Little Gull  there (Jim Dickson).
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Todayodos WeBS / Whooper count onRingtnecked f ound:
Duck st i || at Loch adéd Phuill: also a male Poch

for Whooper Swans had increased to 176 (including 5 flying south over Bakphuil).
Also, a Moorhen at Loch Bhasapol; a Little Grebe at Loch Riaghain; a Rook and 4
Jackdaws at Loch an Eilein; 120 Ringed Plovers, 310 Sanderling, 12 Purple
Sandpipers and 35 Dunlin at Balephetrish Bay and 70 Ringed Plovers, 80 Sanderling,
101 Dunlin, and 13 Bartailed Godwits at Sorobaidh Bay.

Four Little Auks flew west off Aird first thing in NW7 with 2 Great Northern Divers,

5 Fulmars 2 Northern Gannets, 80 Kittiwake and 40 large auks also there in 1 hours
seawatching (John Bowler).

7 December: A juvenile Glaucous Gull at Hynish, Tiree also 5 Bar-tailed Godwits
and an adult Gannet there. A secondwinter Mediterranean Gull at Loch Gilp,
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Mid -Argyll this afternoon (Jim Dickson). Two Whooper Swans on Oronsay today
(Morgan Vaughan).

6 December: The OronsayLittle Egret is proving a long stayer: it was on The
Strand today-(Mike Peacock per Morgan Vaughan). A Rook and 3 Jackdaw still at
Loch an Eilein, Tiree (John Bowler).

5 December: Off Aird, Tiree in one hour: 2 Little Auks , 48 Kittiwakes, 16
Fulmars, 24 large auks, 18 Shags, 4 Redhroated Divers, 2 Great Northern Divers
and 2 adult Gannets. AChiffchaff at Greenacres, Heylipol, a Pied Wagtail at Traigh
Bhagh and aGrey Plover at Balephetrish Bay (John Bowler). An adult Little

Gull at Loch Gilp, Mid -Argyll (Jim Dickson).

4 December: At Loch Gilp, Mid -Argyll 2 adult and a first -winter Mediterranean
Gulls this afternoon (Jim Dickson).

1w Mediterranean Gull Loch Gilp, 4 Dec (Jim Dickson).

3 December: The female/first -winter Black Redstart was re-found at Tayinloan
jetty, Kintyre this morning (Stu Crutchfield).

2 December: The adult Little Gull and Kingfisher still at Loch Gilp, Mid -Argyll
butnosignoftheadultBo napar t e today aBhough very few gulls about (Jim
Dickson).

1 December: At Loch Gilp, Mid -Argyll this afternoon in with c. 900 Black -headed
Gulls:anadultBonapart e &bedi@uandan Gu s (3 adults and 2
second-winters) and an adult Little Gull . Also there was

aKingfisher . A Chiffchaff was seen in a Kames garden, Cowal (Simon Wellock).
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Bonaparte's Gull (centre bird) Loch Gilp, 1 Dec (Jim Dickson).

Bonaparte's Gull Loch Gilp 1 Dec (Jim Dickson).

30 November: A Siberian Chiffchaff at Balephuil, Tiree, a 1w maleRing -

necked Duck again at Loch adé Phuill, plus a Sl avo
Scaup and 8 Shoveler. A Chiffchaff, 3 Goldfinch and a Greenfinch by the pumping
stationatLoch a6 Phui |l | . A Woetaled®ockslat HaugliBayl Alsob o n g

Jackdaw at Loch an Eilein on 29 Nov and 2 Shelducks at Salum on 25 Nov (John
Bowler). A juv Glaucous Gull at The Reef on 26 Nov (Janet Hunter). An

adult Mediterranean Gull was at Ormsary, Mid-Argyll (Stu & Errol
Crutchfield). At least 14 Reed Buntings about 2 miles south of Otter Ferry (Barr
Laggan), Cowal (Tom Callan).

29 November: On the ABC trip to Loch Gilp and the Add Estuary, Mid -Argyll today
61 species were seen in just over four burs including: a Little Egret , 2 Little

Gulls (adult and 1w) and an adult Mediterranean Gull at Loch Gilp. At Ardrishaig
aKingfisher was seen briefly and further out into Loch Fyne several Great

Northern Divers  and aCommon Scoter were seen. At the Add Estuary

the Black -tailed Godwit s still there and nearby small numbers of Lesser Redpolls
and Redwings (Jim Dickson).

28 November: A Black Redstart at Tayinloan ferry jetty, Kintyre late afternoon
and at least 7Long -tailed Ducks off there (Katie Pendreigh). Three

adult Mediterranean Gulls at the head of Loch Gilp, Mid-Argyll, 5 Fieldfares at
Cairnbaan, aBlack -tailed Godwit at the Add Estuary and aGreenshank at
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Achnamara, Mid-Argyll (Jim Dickson). The 1w maleRing -necked Duck again at
Loch adé Phuill, Tiree at cl| otsmeralsold&lavwpeanand i n
Grebe, 2 Coot, 12 Shovelers and 1 Pintail there. A 1\/Rook at Loch an Eilein (also
seen here on 27 Nov) and 4 Jackdaw there. A Hen Harrier, a Sparrowhawk and a
Kestrel plus some nervous-looking sparrows at Balephuil (John Bowler) .In Cowal
there were around 1000 gulls, almost all Black-headed and Commons in more or less
equal numbers, in the tidal stream through Otter Ferry Narrows and up towards

Loch Gair. A Slavon ian Grebe of the winter was off the south end of the Spit was
my first of the winter. Also 12 Whoopers at Loch Melldalloch with 2 new ads on the
upper Powder Dam along with 14 Wigeon and a female Goldeneye. At least 40 Teal
were also on Loch Melldalloch (Tom Callan).

Mediterranean and Black-headed Gulls Loch Gilp, 28 Nov (Jim Dickson).

27 November: A Kingfisher , a Goldeneye and 29 Dunlin at the head of Loch Gilp,
Mid -Argyll (Jim Dickson). At least five Mediterranean Gulls (4 adults and a 1w)
at the head of Loch Gilp, Mid-Argyll this afternoon (John Nadin).
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Goldeneye Loch Gilp, 27 Nov (Jim Dickson).

26 November: Three Greenshanks at Linne Mhuirich, near Tayvallich,
the Black Swan at the Ulva lagoon and 3 Woodcock over the Add Estuary, Mid
Argyll at dusk (Bill Allan).

25 November: A Yellowhammer at Kilmichael Glen, Mid-Ar gy |l | éa new ti ck
garden list! (Blair Urquart). The Little Egret still at head of West Loch Tarbert, a

female Velvet Scoter at Sound of Gigha, 2 female Shoveler at Westport marsh,

Kintyre, ad Mediterranean and ad Little Gull at Loch Gilp Mid -Argyll (Jim

Dickson/Bill Allan). A Red -throated Diver, 86 Turnstones and 28 Purple Sandpipers

at Crazy Golf, Dunoon, Cowalat high tide (George Newall).
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Great Northern Diver Sound of Gigha, 25 Nov (Jim Dickson).

24 November: A Woodcock and 16 Goldfinches on Oronsay (Morgan Vaughan).

23 November: At Dunoon Crazy Golf, Cowal from George Newall: 77

Turnstones ( comf ort ably most | 6ve seen here) and
Gilp this afternoon: 1 ad Mediterranean and 1 ad Little Gull also 18 Dunlin, 18 Bar-

tailed Godwits and 4 Great Northern Divers off Ardrishaig. At the Add Estuar y, Mid -

Argyll a single Black-tailed Godwit and 18 Dunlin (Jim Dickson). The Black

Swan sti |l I at t he -BrigyW @il AllanyAhnkl-lesé Dicki®)i d
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Mistle Thrush Add Estuary, 23.11.14 (Jim Dickson)

22 November: OnTiree:AS avoni an Grebe and 2 Coot at
Chiffchaff at Whitehouse also a Jack Snipe and 75 Skylarks there and a Grey Plover

at Balepheterish Bay (John Bowler). Little Egret  still on Oronsay (Morgan

Vaughan).

~ SN -
Jack Snipe Tiree 22. 11 14 (John Bowler)

21 November: A large gathering of gulls (mainly Black-headed c.1,200) at head of
Loch Gilp, Mid -Argyll along with 4 adult and a 1w Mediterranean Gulls  , also the
ad Little Gull  still there (Stu Crutchfield/ Jim Dickson).

20 November: A Wood Pigeon that arrived at Balephuil 1 just the 2nd November
record for Tiree: also there were a female Blackcap and 3 Goldfinches. Elsewhere, a
single Pink -footed Goose at Main Road Farm, Balephuil, a Little Grebe newly
arrived Bhuil(bhuono kign afdhe Slavonian Grebe or Ring-necked Duck
there), 12 Fieldfares at Sandaig and 4 Fieldfares and 5 Greenfinches at Meningie
(John Bowler).

Single Greenshank and Snow Bunting on Oronsay today, where the Little Egret
was still present (Morgan Vaughan).

Wood Pigeon Balephuil, Tiree 20 Nov (John Bowler).
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Pink-footed Goose Balephuil, Tiree 20 Nov (John Bowler).

19 November: The Little Egret was seen on Oronsay again on today (Morgan
Vaughan and Mike Peacock, Cathy Smith, Isobel Baker). ThelLittle Egret at West
Loch Tarbert was also found again today and a group of fourSnow Buntings  were
in the hills above Tayinloan, Kintyre (John Nadin). A Bean Goose seen during the
Islay goose counts today at Lyrabus (Mary Redman/ Louise Muir).

\

Snow Buntings near Tayinloan, Kintyre 19 Nov (John Nadin).
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18 November: A Rough -legged Buzzard was reported this afternoon near Port
Charlotte, Islay (Stuart Crutchfield). First reported by Bob Davison on 11 Nov, if
confirmed this will be the first Argyll record since the one on Tiree in 1997.

Two Red Kites were found in Fearnoch Forest (nr. Taynuilt), Mid -Argyll today
(Rory MacLean per David Jardine).

Two days of goosecounting (17/18 Nov) on Tiree detected the following: first winter
male Ring -necked Duck and Slavonian Grebe st i | | at L daplanda 6
Bunting on machair at Hough with Starli ngs and Redwings, singleSnow

Bunting at Hynish, scattered groups of up to 30 Fieldfares (ca 140 in total around
the island), single Pink-footed Geese at Kilmoluaig and Kirkapol. Also 2 male and a
female Hen Harriers |, 3 Merlins , a Sparrowhawk and a CommonKestrel (John
Bowler).

17 November: Most of the mainland Argyll WeBS Counts for November

2014 are now in, as well as a couple of late submissions for October. Good numbers
of wildfowl including Eurasian Wigeon and Red -breasted Mergansers with Common
Goldeneye now making an appearance. Also Red -throated , 10Black -

throated and 11Great Northern Divers at Kilfinan Bay and a total of 50 Little
Grebes at Loch Sween & Loch Etive alone. Relatively small numbers of waders apart
from Oystercatchers but 23 Rock Pipits  at Loch Crinan were unusual. The full

table for November and updated table for October can be found under

the WeBS Count tab.

A Merlin  was at Arduaine, Mid-Argyll today (Hugh Nicol).

A 1st winter Mediterranean Gull and a single Great Skua were seen from the
Islay from the ferry this morning (not far out from Port Ellen) (Stuart Crutchfield)

and aWoodcock was in the garden at Cairnbaan, Mid-Argyll (Jim Dickson).

Fieldfare Barsloisnoch (Moine Mhor) 15 Nov (Jim Dickson).
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