
ACTIVITIES. 

ABC field trips 2011 and 2012. 
 
Field Trip to Skipness on Sunday, 24th June, 2012. 
 
It was lucky that our usual, last Saturday in the month, outing had been arranged instead on 
the Sunday – Skipness Seafood Cabin does not open on Saturdays. As luck would have it, 
while Saturday was wet and rainy throughout, Sunday produced some fine sunshine 
allowing for more comfortable birding and full enjoyment of lunch in the open air at the 
Cabin. We met at the Castle Car Park and took a short walk in the surrounding woods before 
taking the riverside path along Campbell`s Glen, following a track through fields towards the 
coast then negotiating the coastal path to the Cabin. This circular walk provides a mixed 
variety of habitats reflected in the birds seen, and after lunch we walked up the wooded 
Skipness River valley to Coalfine. 
Species List Northern Gannet, European Shag, Grey Heron, Red-breasted Merganser, 
Common Buzzard, Hen Harrier, Common Pheasant, Oystercatcher, Ruddy Turnstone, 
Common Sandpiper, Eurasian Curlew, Common Gull, Herring Gull, Great Black-backed Gull, 
Common Guillemot, Wood Pigeon, Collared Dove, Common Skylark, Barn Swallow, House 
Martin, Rock Pipit, Meadow Pipit, Pied Wagtail Wren, Dunnock, Robin, Song Thrush, 
Blackbird, Blackcap, Whitethroat, Spotted Flycatcher Willow Warbler, Chiffchaff, Gold Crest, 
Great Tit, Coal Tit, Blue Tit, Tree Creeper, Rook, Hooded Crow, Common Raven, Common 
Starling, House Sparrow, Chaffinch, Linnet, Twite, Lesser Redpoll, Goldfinch, Greenfinch, 
Siskin. 
Also seen were roe deer, otter, green veined white and common blue butterflies  
 
Katie Pendreigh 
 
Appin, 25 February 2012. 
 
“So it’s all downhill from here” was Malcolm’s comment as the second species of the day 
went into the notebook. The first, a Raven, had been noted only a minute or two earlier and 
the last two members to arrive were barely out of their car as the White-tailed Eagle glided 
high overhead. Sadly, only six members were present to see the eagle – not surprising given 
the weather forecast – but the rain had cleared just before the meeting time and we could 
now see Lismore and the Morvern hills. 
Leaving one car at the Castle Stalker View café we drove along the Port Appin road and 
parked in the lay-by near the hide on the south shore of Loch Laich. The spring tide was 
ebbing rapidly and half the bay was already exposed. Curlew and Oystercatcher were 
feeding on the mud, though not in any great numbers, and Goldeneye, Wigeon and Red-
breasted Merganser could be seen on the water. A Grey Heron flapped slowly away. We 
waited in and around the hide while a light shower passed and struggled, like last year, to 
identify a single distant wader which was different from the rest. Eventually, by elimination 
of other species, we decided that it was probably a Knot. There were plenty of gulls about as 
we walked along the shore towards the Jubilee Bridge; Common and Herring Gulls were 
most numerous but there were also a few Great Black-backed Gulls further out in the bay 
and one or two Black-headed Gulls as well. A pair of Mallard swam away at our approach 



and Robin and Chaffinch could be heard singing in the bushes near a cottage. From the 
bridge we could see some Canada Geese grazing a field near the main road. A single 
Shelduck was spotted before we crossed the bridge and made our way onto the old 
railway/new cycleway. A couple of Wrens were having a territorial singing match in the 
woodland by the track. The peanut baskets at the cottages by the old station were deserted 
but the local House Sparrows put in an appearance for us and a number of Chaffinches were 
moving through the bushes. A Shag was diving close to the seaward side of Castle Stalker’s 
rock while about 15 Mergansers fed closer to the shore before us. The Wigeon flock, about 
40 strong, flew in after being driven from the shallow water by a loose dog. We retraced our 
steps along the track and found our first Blackbird of the day, immediately followed by the 
second, and heard a Great Tit singing in the woods. Another shower arrived as we regained 
the south side of the loch and we returned to the cars in the rain. As the dog had now 
chased all the birds from the bay and the rain looked likely to continue for some time we 
had no alternative but to retire to the café for lunch. 
Lismore and Morvern reappeared and disappeared again several times as lunch turned into 
a tutorial on the use in the field of hand-held digital devices for bird identification. Suitably 
impressed, and with the weather much improved, we set off for Port Appin and the second 
part of the trip. Blue Tit and Collared Dove were soon added to the list as we walked 
through the village towards the pier. Some Eider were feeding offshore, as were two grebes 
which were less readily identified. The further one was probably a Dabchick; the nearer one 
might have been a Slavonian Grebe, but might have been another Dabchick. The first 
Redshanks of the day were spotted on the mudflats along with some more Curlew and 
Oystercatcher. Some Cormorants were lined up on a skerry towards Lismore, their white 
thigh patches marking them out clearly from the smaller Shags. We walked down the path 
towards Clach Thoull and spent some time scanning the Lyn of Lorn. A flash of white in the 
approaching shower could have been a distant Gannet but the bird did not come our way. 
Returning to the village we surveyed the scene from the end of the pier, adding a Tystie to 
the list, before heading back to the cars. Having scanned the bushes unsuccessfully for 
several minutes for a single singing Greenfinch we rounded a corner and found a flock of 14 
in a treetop. A fitting finale for the day. 
Last year we followed the morning’s White-tailed Eagle with two more in the afternoon; this 
year we were not so lucky. In that sense it was “all downhill from here” but an interesting 
day nonetheless. 
Species List: Little Grebe, Slavonian Grebe, Northern Gannet, Great Cormorant, European 
Shag, Grey Heron, Greater Canada Goose, Common Shelduck, Eurasian Wigeon, Mallard, 
Common Eider, Common Goldeneye, Red-breasted Merganser, White-tailed Eagle, Common 
Buzzard, Eurasian Oystercatcher, Red Knot, Eurasian Curlew, Common Redshank, Black-
headed Gull, Common Gull, Herring Gull, Great Black-backed Gull, Black Guillemot, Collared 
Dove, Blackbird, Wren, Robin, Coal Tit, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Western Jackdaw, Rook, Hooded 
Crow, Common Raven, House Sparrow, Common Chaffinch, Greenfinch 
 
Mike Harrison 
 
Ormsary Estate and Loch Caolisport 28th January 2012 
 
Fourteen ABC members met at the Ormsary hall car park to brush off the winter cobwebs 
and enjoy a good days birding. The weather was overcast but relatively mild and calm which 



ensured the birds would not be hiding away as they so often do on windy days. Around the 
farm buildings and adjacent fields there was quite a lot of bird activity with many birds in 
song. In addition, members of the group noted a fine Red deer stag on the hillside above the 
sawmill. A small group of Canada Geese flying over the “Big House” commenced 
proceedings and were quickly followed by Robin, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Blackbird, Chaffinch and 
House Sparrow. A couple of Song Thrushes were hiding in some scrub by the farm. The field 
by the farm proved to be quite lively with good numbers of smaller birds such as Chaffinch, 
Reed Bunting, Twite and a lone Skylark foraging in the grass. A Pied and Grey Wagtail were 
noted around the field boundary.. A small flock of Siskin and a Mistle Thrush flew over as 
the group walked down to the shore. The bay to the east of the fish farm often proves to be 
very good for viewing wintering Black Throated divers and certainly this was the case on our 
last visit here. However, we could only find Red Throated and Great Northern Diver, single 
Slavonian Grebe, Cormorant and Shag. A small group of Grey Heron were spied roosting at 
the eastern end of the bay. A very elusive Rock Pipit was noted along the strandline. Fly- 
by’s included Herring Gull, Great Black Backed Gull, Black Headed Gull, Common Gull, Eider, 
Goldeneye, Woodpigeon, Hooded Crow and Greylag Geese. The peanut feeders in the 
garden behind us produced Chaffinch, House Sparrow and Robin. 
On previous trips, the area has refused to produce any white-winged gulls, but hopes of 
sightings were high as we set off to the western side of the fish farm. To be honest, Tom 
Callan and I had already seen an adult Iceland Gull on the way round to Ormsary earlier in 
the morning and Tom had also seen two Glaucous Gulls at the river mouth- which I missed 
in my haste to be on time to meet the group ( I was still late!! ). We were not to be 
disappointed. In fact, once we had seen an adult Iceland Gull the topic of conversation 
changed to the number of yearly cycles Iceland Gulls go through to attain adulthood. This 
was because we quickly encountered first, second and third winter birds in with the other 
gulls. Observing white-winged gulls in flight is always a delight and the birds we were 
watching proved to be very active, flying around the bay and onto one of the small skerries 
at the entrance to the bay. Other birds of note were six Common Scoters in the bay with 
Eider and Goldeneye. Normally, the scoters tend to be well out on the sea loch and can be 
quite difficult to locate. The Goldeneye numbers seemed to be well down ( the next day I 
counted 105 birds ). Shelduck were noted- it is about this time that numbers seem to build 
up here- along with Mallard. There was a scattering of wading birds in the bay including; 
Redshank, Oystercatcher, Ringed Plover, lone Curlew and 50+ Turnstone. Jackdaw were 
spotted near the boathouse by the fish farm. The morning walk finished with a stroll up to 
the mouth of Ormsary water. Dunnock, Treecreeper, Buzzard, Coal Tit and Great Spotted 
Woodpecker were all observed on the way. At the mouth of Ormsary water, a Pheasant was 
flushed from cover and a Raven flew over to our right. A quick scan of the sea added Black 
Guillemot to the list. A brief look at the Ellary skyline opposite produced three Buzzards and 
a male Hen Harrier. Three of the Iceland Gulls joined other gulls at the mouth of the river 
and another adult Iceland Gull was added to the list when the bird seen earlier by Tom and I 
was scoped as it foraged around the same field about a mile and a half away. A second 
winter Glaucous Gull put in a brief fly-by appearance. At this point we all returned to the 
Ormsary estate car park for lunch. 
After lunch we drove to Achahoish where we saw Goosander, Red- breasted Merganser and 
at least 10 Black Throated Divers. A walk over the hill to view the head of Loch Caolisport 
proved to be very disappointing- especially as it started to rain. A couple of Mute Swans, 
Redshank and good numbers of Curlew were observed at the head of the loch- however, all 



of these birds had to be scoped because of the distance involved. I was treated to a 
masterclass in spruce and pine identification by Tom ( I can now just about identify 
Lodgepole Pine and Western Hemlock Spruce and have ceased to name all spruces as pine 
trees ). Crossbill, Goldcrest, Meadow Pipit and Starling were all heard, but generally the 
woods were very quiet- much more in keeping with mid-winter. So, a slight anti-climax to 
the day……. However, most of the group would agree that over all, the day had been a 
success with good numbers of birds observed and many an interesting conversation had by 
all. 
A total of 59 species were seen during the day, the most glaring omissions being , Guillemot, 
Razorbill, Goldfinch, Fieldfare, Redwing and Wren- which just goes to show that nothing can 
ever be taken for granted with birds. 
 
Mark Williamson 
 
Connel Bridge and no further, 26 November 2011. 
 
The weather forecast for Saturday 26th November did not look good at the week-ahead 
stage and, although there were some changes as we got closer to the day, it looked likely to 
be wet and windy. Sure enough, I awoke to the sound of rain on the window although, at 
that stage, not too much wind in the trees. The rain radar showed Lorn (and most areas to 
the north and east) to be covered by rain with a further pulse just heading into Ireland on its 
way to Scotland. As if to confirm what a daft idea this trip was, my wife uncovered some 
weather statistics which showed that Oban averages 20 wet days per month in November. 
And this was certainly one of them. 
I put my weatherproofs on and drove across the bridge to the muster point. It wasn’t just 
the rain – the visibility was also very poor. I could just make out the telephone mast about 
half a mile away. A Cormorant flew over the bridge, struggling with the turbulence in the 
strong south-westerly wind. Of the Jackdaws and Feral Pigeons which live amongst the 
bridge girders there was no sign. Robin Harvey arrived from Benderloch and we sat in the 
car discussing our recent WeBS counts and watching the curtains of rain blowing past. 10:15 
came, but no more members did. Robin went home. 10:30, no-one else is going to come 
now, thank goodness. Go home. 
 
And it just rained all day. 
 
Mike Harrison 
 
Loch Gilp, Add Estuary and Elsewhere, 24 September 2011. 
 
With a forecast of fresh to strong southerly winds and the occasional shower eight members 
and friends met at the Corran Bridge car park in Lochgilphead on Saturday 24 September. 
The wind was already evident as a lone Swallow struggled past and, with the tide right up to 
the sea-wall, the local gulls were lined up on the grass next to the children’s play area, facing 
down the loch (NR862878). Close scrutiny of the flock revealed Black-headed, Herring and 
Common Gulls but the recently-reported Mediterranean Gull was nowhere to be seen. A 
flock of Oystercatchers were also on the green and the local Jackdaws were busy digging up 
the grass. Mallard were roosting on the opposite shore of the burn and three Mute Swans 



could be seen further down the Loch Gilp towards Ardrishaig. A Raven flew across the loch 
and Rooks could be heard calling beyond the town. With no open shore and with the wind 
blowing straight up the loch we decided to cross to the Add Estuary for the rising tide and, 
hopefully, some shelter. The gulls flew up and circled as a Sparrowhawk dodged through the 
trees and across the burn but two Pied Wagtails hunting insects on the grass seemed 
unconcerned. As the party set off towards the west coast we were overflown by two RAF 
Hercules transport planes, apparently trying to give us the best possible view. 
It seemed a different day altogether at Islandadd Bridge (NR805925) with warm sunshine 
and shelter from the wind. Oystercatcher and Curlew were seen from the bridge and many 
birds were visible in the distance towards Crinan Ferry. Yachts were migrating through the 
canal towards the Clyde as we walked along to the hide overlooking the estuary and a Robin 
sang in the woods. The plump brown birds which we had seen earlier were identified as Teal 
by the green specula glinting in the sun. A solitary Redshank was seen at relatively close 
quarters but some other waders, smaller than Curlew, remained at an awkward distance. 
One eventually came closer and revealed itself to be a Black-tailed Godwit; two others, 
smaller still, remained frustratingly unidentifiable. Red-breasted Mergansers were on our 
side of the estuary; a raft of Wigeon was close to Crinan Ferry, along with two Mute Swans, 
and a good few Grey Heron were scattered across the marshes. As lunchtime approached 
and the tide covered the bare mud we decided to head for Loch Sween for the afternoon. 
Returning along the canal towpath a couple of Red Admiral butterflies were added to the 
Speckled Wood seen earlier. 
The waters of Caol Scotnish appeared to be devoid of birds as we drove south towards 
Tayvallich and it was obvious from the trees and the water that the wind was still blowing 
fiercely. Through Tayvallich we continued on to the normally reliable site of ‘The Puddles’ at 
the south end of Linne Mhuirich (NR710823). About 20 Raven were seen just before 
reaching the parking place and a Buzzard was hanging in the wind over the hill but, alas, 
only a dozen Mute Swans and a Grey Heron were on the loch. The only distraction from the 
serious business of eating lunch was the occasional flight of wind-whipped foam across the 
shore. 
Onward to the Danna causeway (NR699798) and, along the road, a Wheatear and the day’s 
first Stonechats – a welcome sight after the losses of the past two winters. A group of 20 
Red-breasted Mergansers were in the bay to the west of the causeway while Oystercatcher, 
Curlew and Redshank roosted on the point. A Grey Heron’s head peeked over the grass to 
see what we were up to; we were watching a pair of Bullfinches which had advertised their 
presence by calling, as did a Wren and a Great Tit. Three Swallows came past and two more 
members arrived to increase the party to ten. 
The final stop, and the end of the road, was at Keills. That was after pausing on the way to 
watch a Merlin hunting amongst the gorse bushes on the hillside above the road. The track 
across to the jetty at Keillbeg (NR688807) produced some more Wheatears, Stonechats and 
the ubiquitous Meadow Pipits but the time we spent at Keillbeg was possibly the best of the 
day. The Sound of Jura was alive with birds, mainly gulls but Razorbills, Guillemots, Manx 
Shearwaters and a few unidentified divers were all seen flying south. A couple of very 
unscientific sample counts suggested that several thousand birds per hour were on the 
move. Kittiwakes and a few Gannets could be seen feeding and a large number of gulls were 
bathing in the fresh water at the head of the bay at Keillbeg and roosting on the rocks at the 
point. Great Black-backed, Herring, Common and Black-headed Gulls were there in 
numbers, along with a few Kittiwakes and, eventually, a lone Lesser Black-backed. A group 



of at least 25 Ringed Plover were roosting on a rock in the bay. A Slavonian Grebe appeared 
just off the point and, as a shower approached from the south west and we decided to call it 
a day, many more Kittiwakes came in to land on the point or in the sea just outside the bay. 
We returned to the cars and added a Chaffinch to the list of species for the day, a list which 
was surprisingly long given the conditions and the inauspicious start at Lochgilphead. And it 
was only after we had started to return home that rain arrived. A most enjoyable day. 
Species List: Unidentified Divers, Slavonian Grebe, Manx Shearwater, Northern Gannet, 
European Shag, Grey Heron, Mute Swan, Eurasian Wigeon, Eurasian Teal, Mallard, Common 
Eider, Red-breasted Merganser, Eurasian Sparrowhawk, Common Buzzard, Merlin, Eurasian 
Oystercatcher, Ringed Plover, Black-tailed Godwit, Eurasian Curlew, Common Redshank, 
Black-headed Gull, Common Gull, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Herring Gull, Great Black-backed 
Gull, Black-legged Kittiwake, Common Guillemot 
Razorbill, Feral Pigeon, Barn Swallow, Meadow Pipit, Rock Pipit, Pied Wagtail, Wren, Robin, 
Stonechat, Northern Wheatear, Great Tit, Eurasian Jackdaw, Rook, Hooded Crow, Common 
Raven, Chaffinch, Common Bullfinch 
 
Mike Harrison 
 
Sea-watching from the Islay Ferry, 27 August 2011. 
 
There was no sign of the forecast fresh north-westerly breeze when seven members arrived 
at Kennacraig ferry terminal on Saturday 27 August. Conditions instead were overcast and 
almost calm. The new ferry, MV Finlaggan, was already berthed as we had a look round the 
terminal area and the surrounding mudflats. A group of Swallows was feeding over the trees 
while Oystercatchers chased noisily across the shore. A single Greenshank was feeding in 
the pools. Three Redshank, two Grey Herons and a Curlew were also visible. A group of five 
Mute Swans approached the ferry and its queue of passengers as if expecting a free lunch. 
Once underway a few Eiders were seen; their dull brown eclipse plumage partially replaced 
by patches of new white feathers. Divers were scarce; one Red-throated Diver was seen 
fairly close by and two possible Great Northern Divers seen at a distance in West Loch 
Tarbert were all we could manage. Grey Herons were seen at intervals along the shore of 
the loch and several Shags and a Cormorant were on the skerries at the mouth of the loch. 
Having left West Loch Tarbert there was an absence of birdlife for a while but we eventually 
started to see a scattering of young Auks, followed by some larger groups of Guillemots and 
Razorbills with young. Several large groups of Kittiwakes were seen feeding with small 
numbers of Manx Shearwaters and the occasional Gannet joining in with them. The wind 
had started to freshen by this time and the cloudy sky was slowly clearing as we approached 
the Sound of Islay and, although there were fewer seabirds, there were several Mute Swans 
close to the Jura shore near Am Fraoch Eilean. The local Shags were standing shoulder to 
shoulder as the tide slowly covered the small skerries. As we approached Port Askaig two 
White-tailed Eagles were pointed out perching in one of the Scots Pine trees just above the 
beacon on the Islay shore. The ensuing frenzy of photography only finished when the ship 
was so far into Port Askaig that the birds were lost to view. 
The ferry did not spend long in Port Askaig, much to the chagrin of those members who 
elected to continue bird watching from the beer garden of the Harbour Tap, before heading 
back down the sound past the eagles. The return passage was similar to the outward, 
though sailing downwind was welcome as the wind continued to strengthen. Kittiwakes 



were by far the most numerous species seen in the open water between the Sound of Islay 
and West Loch Tarbert. Once into the loch, by now in brilliant sunshine, a flock of about 90 
Red-breasted Mergansers was seen close to the southern shore. Finally, a Sandwich Tern 
was spotted amongst a loose flock of Common Gulls as a Buzzard soared over the nearby 
forest. As we left the ferry at Kennacraig we reflected on an enjoyable trip on which we had 
seen many more seabirds than on the same trip last year, but we will need to come back 
again for the rarities. 
Species List: Red-throated Diver, Great Northern Diver, Manx Shearwater, Northern Gannet, 
Great Cormorant, European Shag, Grey Heron, Mute Swan, Mallard, Common Eider, Red-
breasted Merganser, White-tailed Eagle, Common Buzzard, Eurasian Oystercatcher, 
Eurasian Curlew, Common Redshank, Common Greenshank, Black-headed Gull, Common 
Gull, Herring Gull, Great Black-backed Gull, Black-legged Kittiwake, Sandwich Tern, Common 
Guillemot, Razorbill, Black Guillemot, Barn Swallow, Pied Wagtail, Hooded Crow 
 
Mike Harrison 
 
Saturday 30th July 2011.         Circular route from Clachan Village Hall Car Park 
 
On the same weekend last year the same four members had assembled in pouring rain and 
debated the wisdom of setting out in pouring rain.  This year the weather was warm & 
sunny with a welcome light breeze and there was neither debate nor any doubt that the trip 
would go ahead as planned.  The contrast in conditions served to highlight the differences 
that the weather can make in the number of individual species and where they may be 
seen.  On the previous trip the track down Clachan Burn towards the shore was blessed with 
large numbers of Swallows & Sand Martins feeding under the trees & three separate 
families of Spotted Flycatchers but this year there were none.  Even large patches of thistles 
were notable for their lack of feeding Goldfinches which would have been expected.  Two of 
our number appeared to be spending more time spotting butterflies rather than birds 
although in fairness this was through interest rather than in desperation.  Upon reaching the 
shore at the mouth of the burn a family party of Mute Swans was interesting in that the two 
adults were accompanied by two juveniles but their plumage suggested they had been born 
in separate years.  Unlike last year divers were present at the entrance to West Loch Tarbert 
& we were treated to excellent views of two of the Red-throated variety whose throats 
were visible as bright red in the good light.  It was interesting to compare the plumage & 
body shape of these two birds with a nearby Black-throated Diver which although was 
mainly “tail on” showed its white flanks very well.  As an added bonus the Black-throated 
bird took off and provided an excellent impression of the species in flight providing an 
image that could be mentally compared with the distinctive neck-down flight profile of the 
more common Red-throated species.  A single Dunlin resting in the middle of the burn only 
15 metres from a couple who were enjoying the sun outside their tent would perhaps win 
the prize for the most unexpected bird/situation combination of the day.  Common Scoter, 
Shag, Cormorant & Common Eider were all seen in this area.  We left the shore to regain 
the main track by crossing a field where good views were obtained of Willow Warblers 
feeding on insects in the manner of spotted flycatchers using the barbed wire fence as a 
perch.  Butterflies regained brief dominance in our attentions as good numbers of Scotch 
Argus were identified.  Having noted the good numbers of Lesser Redpolls along the shore 
track we took lunch sitting on a low wall overlooking the shore.  We disturbed a single 



Curlew, our first Oystercatchers of the day were seen & heard & a party of three Common 
Sandpipers flitted low over the water to land on a rock.  Calmac’s new ferry Finlaggan hove 
into view on its lunchtime sailing to Islay which prompted a discussion on the suitability of 
its external accommodation for the many birders who would be making the passage to the 
Island in search of geese, choughs & other specialities.  The writer had travelled on the 
vessel two days earlier and whilst the needs of birders probably weren’t a major component 
of Calmac’s design specification he was able to report that open deck space is accessible 
both under the bridge and on two decks at the stern.  Low levels of vibration were 
experienced meant that images obtained through binoculars were consequently pretty good 
which is not always a feature of other vessels in the fleet.  The ship knocks twenty minutes 
off existing journey times which is good for most passengers but not necessarily for birders!  
Back to the birding & Katie alone had been lucky enough to see a Common Redstart flit into 
low trees adjacent to the track.  The rest of the group’s disappointment at missing this bird 
was short lived as a simultaneous cry of “redstart” from all four of us reminded us how 
distinctive features like a bright red tail can be helpful when identifying a bird from a 
glimpse of it in flight.  Better views were had of a family of redstarts perching on fence posts 
at Portachoillan whilst further along the long awaited Spotted Flycatchers were seen with 
excellent views of a young bird being fed by its parents.  Leaving the shore passing Corran 
farm we soon reached the quarry where around 70 Sand Martin nest holes were counted 
last year.  This year, however, the quarry was obviously active on a regular basis and it was 
unclear whether the nest holes in the overlying soil were active but certainly there were 
none visible in the dust pile.  The walk back along the road to the village only added Wood 
Pigeon to the list but the Kestrels that we had seen close to the start of the walk were still 
hovering over the fields in the hunt for food.  Although it may be seen as a bit unambitious 
to repeat field trips, the contrast in conditions compared to last year resulted in a different 
species list, the creation of plenty of interest and the hope that others may join us for 
another excellent trip next year. 
  
Malcolm Chattwood                                                                                             03/08/2011. 
 
Birds seen: 
Mute Swan, Greylag Goose, Common Shelduck, Mallard, Common Eider, Common Scoter, 
Red-throated Diver, Black-throated Diver, Northern Gannet, Great Cormorant, Shag, Grey 
Heron, Common Buzzard, Common Kestrel, Oystercatcher, Ringed Plover, Dunlin, Eurasian 
Curlew, Common Sandpiper, Common Gull, Herring Gull, Black Guillemot, Wood Pigeon, 
Sand Martin, Barn Swallow, House Martin, Meadow Pipit, Pied Wagtail, Wren, Robin, 
Common Redstart, Northern Wheatear, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Common Whitethroat, 
Willow Warbler, Spotted Flycatcher, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Rook, Hooded Crow, Carrion Crow, 
Common Raven, Common Starling, House Sparrow, Common Chaffinch, Greenfinch, 
Goldfinch, Siskin, Linnet, Lesser Redpoll, Reed Bunting. 
  
Skipness Field Trip 21 May 2011. 
 
The weather forecast was not encouraging for this outing; however at about 0900 there was 
a glimpse of sun over Tayinloan and the wind – well, you could stand up!  After `phoning 
Tom to discover that he was already driving off the ferry at Tarbert and raring to go, I made 
haste to Skipness Castle Car Park (seeing no hen harriers, black grouse or otters on the 



way)!  There, we were joined by Valerie, and having agreed that the originally proposed 
route along the old Skipness Road would be too exposed to allow many bird sightings, set 
off along a riverside path to the Dunn which, while scenic and somewhat sheltered from the 
elements, turned out to have become rather over grown and hazardous in parts.  Cheered 
on by several Wrens singing from the damp undergrowth, we saw neither a Dipper nor a 
Grey Wagtail as we pushed on towards the top of the banking, and surprise, surprise, hoped 
for Treecreepers, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Spotted or even Pied Flycatcher failed to 
appear!  Once we achieved the top of the banking, and continued on our plan B – a 
proposed route along the top of the gorge, across moorland where Hen Harrier and possible 
distant Golden Eagle and Green Hairstreak butterflies had been sighted in the past, it 
became obvious from the swaying of the distant Sitka spruce trees that this route also 
should be abandoned.   Having decided to avoid the precipitous route back past the Dunn 
we followed the fence line – well there should be a gate and a more propitious path back to 
the car park somewhere near! 
Lunch was now on our minds and a welcome break out of the worst of the elements.  At the 
car park, however, sharp eared Valerie diverted our attention away from food and pointed 
out the calling of Jays. With our enthusiasm restored, we decided to venture along a small 
part of the route originally planned for this outing (i.e. along the old Skipness Road and 
returning by the newer road at the edge of the sea) for a quick if bracing walk to warm us up 
if nothing else.  The weather seemed to have calmed down a bit and Red-throated Divers 
(seen here earlier in the week) amongst other shore birds and a possible otter, would give 
us a more respectable list for the day - 
Northern Gannet, Great Cormorant, Mallard, Red-breasted Merganser, Common Buzzard, 
Oystercatcher, Ringed Plover, Turnstone, Common Sandpiper, Common Gull, Herring Gull, 
Great Black-backed Gull, Wood Pigeon, Collared Dove, Sky Lark, Sand Martin, Barn Swallow, 
Rock Pipit, Meadow Pipit, Pied Wagtail, Wren, Robin, Song Thrush, Mistle Thrush, Blackbird, 
Blackcap, Common Whitethroat, Willow Warbler, Goldcrest, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Jay, Rook, 
Carrion Crow, Common Raven, Common Starling, House Sparrow, Common Chaffinch, 
Goldfinch, Greenfinch, Siskin, Common Crossbill. 
 
Katie Pendreigh. 
 
Report of the Sound of Gigha Field Trip – Saturday 16 April 2011. 
 
Although overcast for much of the time we had a quite warm and almost totally dry day for 
the Argyll Bird Club field trip to the Sound of Gigha. At least 15 members and friends turned 
up at the car park at Ronachan. We might have had more but for ‘technical’ problems with 
the Portavadie-Tarbert ferry. 
As is often the case at Ronachan Point an obliging Great Northern Diver  (in winter 
plumage) was present fairly close to the shore. Scoters were spotted offshore and initially 
identified as Common. However, one helpfully raised its wings to reveal striking white 
flashes making it obviously a Velvet Scoter. Eventually we concluded that most if not all of 
the group of half-a-dozen or so were Velvets. Other ducks seen here included Mallard, 
Common Eider and 2 pairs of Red-breasted Mergansers. At least one Slavonian Grebe was 
spotted well off-shore and Northern Gannet, Great Cormorant and Shag were all present as 
well as Common, Herring and Great Black-backed Gull. 



A Common Sandpiper spotted on the beach was the first of the year for all present and 
other waders included Oystercatcher and Ringed Plover. The usual Rock Pipits were about 
and a well marked male White Wagtail was on the shore with a Northern Wheatear and 
Goldfinch nearby. Buzzard, Meadow Pipit, Hooded Crow and Chaffinch were also added to 
our day list here. 
As we arrived at ‘West Coast Salmon’ Malcolm Chattwood and Mike Harrison picked up 
Great Spotted Woodpecker calling.  Great Tit, Common Raven and Goldfinch were 
recorded here too and the area was ‘hoaching’ with Willow Warblers. At this point a 
Golden Eagle appeared well against the sky and Malcolm Chattwood ran down towards the 
shore to draw the attention of the rest of the gang.  The first impression was certainly of a 
Golden Eagle rather than a Buzzard but it then flew away beyond the road and was 
subsequently seen by the rest of us at a considerable distance against a background of trees 
and with a Common Buzzard in the area to confuse the issue.  At this stage some photos 
were taken but most of those examined later turned out to be of the Buzzard! However, on 
balance, I’m pretty sure the bird first seen was a Golden Eagle. 
At the shore several ducks that were definitely Common Scoters soon made an appearance 
and at least 3 Great Northern Divers in various plumages came quite close to the shore. We 
had thought the date might be rather late for seeing Slavonian Grebes this time, but as 
often seems to be the case the here they were obligingly close to the shore and in beautiful 
full breeding plumage. A Common Guillemot flew past and several Sand Martins appeared 
near the shore – our first for the day. 
A Mute Swan was seen on the sea as we drove down to Tayinloan to catch the ferry. 
Curlew, Collared Dove and Common Starling were added to our list while we waited to 
catch it. 
 It was a relatively smooth crossing. Although it seemed at first as though there were few 
birds about we picked up a nice selection of bird on the journeys to Gigha and back. Several 
Great Northern Divers were spotted, again in the usual variety of plumages seen at this 
time of year. Apart from a distant bird that could have been Black-throated these were the 
only divers seen. We also had 2 Common Shelducks near Gigha, Red-breasted Mergansers , 
Northern Gannet, Razorbill, Black Guillemots and several Sandwich Terns. On the return 
journey a mystery duck with some white plumage flew rapidly past. Fortunately David 
Palmar managed to snatch a camera shot and revealed its identity as Long-tailed Duck. 
Another species we thought we might be too late in the year for. 
Arriving on Gigha we soon added several new species to our list as we walked up to the 
hotel; including Song Thrush, Wood Pigeon, Dunnock, Blue Tit, Goldfinch, and a Blackcap 
both seen and heard. A Lesser Redpoll flew over calling and a Common Kestrel was seen 
hovering in the distance. 
As always an enjoyable lunch at the Gigha Hotel provided an ideal opportunity for a long 
chat.   
We decided to catch the 14:30 ferry back to the mainland so just had time for a short stroll 
up towards Achamore House and back. Nevertheless we still picked up Common Pheasant, 
Common Buzzard, Wren (glad to hear several singing), Robin, Great Tit, Common Starling, 
House Sparrow and Greenfinch. A Linnet seen near the ferry slipway was the first of the 
year for many of us. 
We were glad we’d decided to return early as the walk southward along the shore from the 
Tayinloan jetty and back proved quite rewarding. Another couple of Great Northern Divers 
were close inshore with two pairs of Red-breasted Mergansers. With a little impromptu 



bridge building we managed to get everyone across the Tayinloan burn to reach the point at 
Eilean Buidhe. The effort was worthwhile as we found a nice mixed group of hirundines 
flying low over the seaweed catching insects. Most were Sand Martins (including a group 
that provided an odd sight perched together on the sand for some time) but included 
Swallows and what were the first House Martins of the year for some of us. There was also 
a group of wagtails on the shore. They provided an excellent opportunity to study the 
plumage at close range and we agreed that most seemed to be White Wagtails (David 
Palmar’s photos later confirmed this) with the odd Pied Wagtail. Iain Livingstone would 
have been proud of us! A Sky Lark was in full song, 
Northern Lapwings were displaying over the marsh and a Common Raven was cruising 
menacingly nearby. Waders on the shore included a nice group of Ringed Plovers, Common 
Redshank and Turnstones. Lesser Black-backed Gull was also added to the list and just as 
Malcolm Chattwood commented that we were still missing Grey Heron one obligingly flew 
over the fields. 
By this time it was getting fairly late in the afternoon so some people left for home while the 
rest of us repaired to Katie’s house for the traditional ‘cuppa’. One of us noticed an odd, 
pale looking pipit with a marked whitish supercillium, near the Katie’s garden fence. None of 
us could be quite sure what it was and various exotic species optimistically flitted through 
our minds. David Palmar took some photos which were later passed to the experts (Jim 
Dickson and John Bowler) for consideration. They in turn passed them on to others and 
opinion eventually seemed to be divided between Meadow Pipit and Tree Pipit although all 
agreed that it didn’t quite fit a typical individual of either species. Without hearing calls or 
song it was just not possible to be sure. Quite reassuring in a way to know that even the 
experts can’t always be certain of a bird’s ID, even with photographs. And a useful warning 
against jumping to conclusions! Two of David Palmar’s excellent photos of the pipit are 
show below. All suggestions as to its identity are welcome. 
Late leavers from Katie’s picked up the final species for the day – a Reed Bunting on the car 
park fence. 
As usual the company was good and we all enjoyed chattering away! A quite creditable 66 
species were seen in all (67 if you include White Wagtail, which I’d have a small bet will be 
declared a full species fairly soon) – see list below. And, as always, many thanks to Katie for 
kindly providing the refreshments. 
 
Paul Daw (with many thanks for comments and additions from Mike Harrison and Malcolm 
Chattwood). 
 
Species List:  
Mute Swan, Common Shelduck, Mallard, Common Eider, Long-tailed Duck, Common Scoter, 
Velvet Scoter , Red-breasted Merganser, Common Pheasant, Great Northern Diver, 
Slavonian Grebe, Northern Gannet, Great Cormorant, Shag , Grey Heron, Common Buzzard, 
Golden Eagle, Common Kestrel, Oystercatcher, Ringed Plover, Northern Lapwing, Eurasian 
Curlew, Common Redshank, Common Sandpiper, Turnstone, Common Gull, Lesser Black-
backed Gull, Herring Gull, Great Black-backed Gull, Sandwich Tern, Common Guillemot, 
Razorbill, Black Guillemot, Feral Pigeon/Rock Dove, Wood Pigeon, Collared Dove, Great 
Spotted Woodpecker, Sky Lark, Sand Martin, Barn Swallow, House Martin, Meadow Pipit, 
Rock Pipit, Pied Wagtail, White Wagtail, Wren, Dunnock, Robin, Northern Wheatear, Song 
Thrush, Blackbird, Blackcap, Willow Warbler, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Coal Tit, Rook, Hybrid Crow, 



Hooded Crow, Common Raven, Common Starling, House Sparrow, Common Chaffinch, 
Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Linnet, Lesser Redpoll, Reed Bunting.  
Mystery Pipit. 
  

 
Mystery Pipit 1 

  
  

 
Mystery Pipit – another view 

 
Loch Gilp, Add Estuary and Elsewhere, 24 September 2011. 
 
With a forecast of fresh to strong southerly winds and the occasional shower eight members 
and friends met at the Corran Bridge car park in Lochgilphead on Saturday 24 September. 
The wind was already evident as a lone Swallow struggled past and with the tide right up to 
the sea-wall, the local gulls were lined up on the grass next to the children’s play area, facing 
down the loch (NR862878). Close scrutiny of the flock revealed Black-headed, Herring and 
Common Gulls but the recently-reported Mediterranean Gull was nowhere to be seen. A 
flock of Oystercatchers were also on the green and the local Jackdaws were busy digging up 
the grass. Mallard were roosting on the opposite shore of the burn and three Mute Swans 
could be seen further down Loch Gilp towards Ardrishaig. A Raven flew across the loch and 
Rooks could be heard calling beyond the town. With no open shore and with the wind 
blowing straight up the loch we decided to cross to the Add Estuary for the rising tide and, 
hopefully, some shelter. The gulls flew up and circled as a Sparrowhawk dodged through the 
trees and across the burn but two Pied Wagtails hunting insects on the grass seemed 
unconcerned. As the party set off towards the west coast we were overflown by two RAF 
Hercules transport planes, apparently trying to give us the best possible view. 
It seemed a different day altogether at Islandadd Bridge (NR805925) with warm sunshine 
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and shelter from the wind. Oystercatcher and Curlew were seen from the bridge and many 
birds were visible in the distance towards Crinan Ferry. Yachts were migrating through the 
canal towards the Clyde as we walked along to the hide overlooking the estuary and a Robin 
sang in the woods. The plump brown birds which we had seen earlier were identified as Teal 
by the green specula glinting in the sun. A solitary Redshank was seen at relatively close 
quarters but some other waders, smaller than Curlew, remained at an awkward distance. 
One eventually came closer and revealed itself to be a Black-tailed Godwit; two others, 
smaller still, remained frustratingly unidentifiable. Red-breasted Mergansers were on our 
side of the estuary; a raft of Wigeon was close to Crinan Ferry, along with two Mute Swans, 
and a good few Grey Heron were scattered across the marshes. lunchtime approached and 
the tide covered the bare mud we decided to head for Loch Sween for the afternoon. 
Returning along the canal towpath a couple of Red Admiral butterflies were added to the 
Speckled Wood seen earlier. 
The waters of Caol Scotnish appeared to be devoid of birds as we drove south towards 
Tayvallich and it was obvious from the trees and the water that the wind was still blowing 
fiercely. Through Tayvallich we continued on to the normally reliable site of ‘The Puddles’ at 
the south end of Linne Mhuirich (NR710823). About 20 Raven were seen just before 
reaching the parking place and a Buzzard was hanging in the wind over the hill but, alas, 
only a dozen Mute Swans and a Grey Heron were on the loch. The only distraction from the 
serious business of eating lunch was the occasional flight of wind-whipped foam across the 
shore. Onward to the Danna causeway (NR699798) and, along the road, a Wheatear and the 
day’s first Stonechats – a welcome sight after the losses of the past two winters. A group of 
20 Red-breasted Mergansers were in the bay to the west of the causeway while 
Oystercatcher, Curlew and Redshank roosted on the point. A Grey Heron’s head peeked 
over the grass to see what we were up to; we were watching a pair of Bullfinches which had 
advertised their presence by calling, as did a Wren and a Great Tit. Three Swallows came 
past and two more members arrived to increase the party to ten. The final stop, and the end 
of the road, was at Keills. That was after pausing on the way to watch a Merlin hunting 
amongst the gorse bushes on the hillside above the road. The track across to the jetty at 
Keillbeg (NR688807) produced some more Wheatears, Stonechats and the ubiquitous 
Meadow Pipits but the time we spent at Keillbeg was possibly the best of the day. The 
Sound of Jura was alive with birds, mainly gulls but Razorbills, Guillemots, Manx 
Shearwaters and a few unidentified divers were all seen flying south. A couple of very 
unscientific sample counts suggested that several thousand birds per hour were on the 
move. Kittiwakes and a few Gannets could be seen feeding and a large number of gulls were 
bathing in the fresh water at the head of the bay at Keillbeg and roosting on the rocks at the 
point. Great Black-backed, Herring, Common and Black-headed Gulls were there in 
numbers, along with a few Kittiwakes and, eventually, a lone Lesser Black-backed. A group 
of at least 25 Ringed Plover were roosting on a rock in the bay. A Slavonian Grebe appeared 
just off the point and, as a shower approached from the south west and we decided to call it 
a day, many more Kittiwakes came in to land on the point or in the sea just outside the bay. 
We returned to the cars and added a Chaffinch to the list of species for the day, a list which 
was surprisingly long given the conditions and the inauspicious start at Lochgilphead. And it 
was only after we had started to return home that rain arrived. A most enjoyable day. 
Unidentified Divers 
Slavonian Grebe 
Manx Shearwater 

Northern Gannet 
European Shag 
Grey Heron 



Mute Swan 
Eurasian Wigeon 
Eurasian Teal 
Mallard 
Common Eider 
Red-breasted Merganser 
Eurasian Sparrowhawk 
Common Buzzard 
Merlin 
Eurasian Oystercatcher 
Ringed Plover 
Black-tailed Godwit 
Eurasian Curlew 
Common Redshank 
Black-headed Gull 
Common Gull 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 
Herring Gull 
Great Black-backed Gull 

Black-legged Kittiwake 
Common Guillemot 
Razorbill 
Feral Pigeon 
Barn Swallow 
Meadow Pipit 
Rock Pipit 
Pied Wagtail 
Wren 
Robin 
Stonechat 
Northern Wheatear 
Great Tit 
Eurasian Jackdaw 
Rook 
Hooded Crow 
Common Raven 
Chaffinch 
Common Bullfinch 

Mike Harrison 
 
A Bridge too Far: ( Connel Bridge and no further ), 26 November 2011 
 
The weekly weather forecast including Saturday 26th November did not look good and 
although there were some changes as the day approached, it looked likely to be wet and 
windy. Sure enough, I awoke to the sound of rain on the window although, at that stage, not 
too much wind in the trees. The rain radar showed Lorne (and most areas to the north and 
east) to be covered by rain with a further pulse just heading into Ireland on its way to 
Scotland. As if to confirm what a daft idea this trip was, my wife uncovered some weather 
statistics which showed that Oban averages 20 wet days per month in November. And this 
was certainly one of them. 
I put my weatherproofs on and drove across the bridge to the muster point. It wasn’t just 
the rain – the visibility was also very poor! I could just make out the telephone mast about 
half a mile away. A Cormorant flew over the bridge, struggling with the turbulence from the 
strong south-westerly wind. There was no sign of the Jackdaws and Feral Pigeons which live 
amongst the bridge girders. Robin Harvey arrived from Benderloch and we sat in the car 
discussing our recent WeBS counts and watching the curtains of rain blowing past. 10:15 
came, but no more members did. Robin went home. 10:30, no-one else is going to come 
now, thank goodness. Go home…………. 
And it just rained all day. 
 
Mike Harrison 
 


